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Heroes

Greek hero cult

Ruins of a hero-shrine or heroon at Sagalassos, Turkey

Hero cults were one of the most distinctive features of
ancient Greek religion. In Homeric Greek, "hero" (heroes,
ἥρως) refers to a man who was fighting on either side during
the Trojan War. By the historical period, however, the word
came to mean specifically a dead man, venerated and
propitiated at his tomb or at a designated shrine, because his
fame during life or unusual manner of death gave him power
to support and protect the living. A hero was more than
human but less than a god, and various kinds of supernatural
figures came to be assimilated to the class of heroes; the
distinction between a hero and a god was less than certain,
especially in the case of Heracles, the most prominent, but a
typical hero.[1]

The grand ruins and tumuli remaining from the Bronze Age
gave the pre-literate Greeks of the 10th and 9th centuries BC
a sense of a grand and vanished age that was reflected in the
oral epic tradition, which would be crystallized in the Iliad.
Copious renewed offerings begin to be represented, after a
hiatus, at sites like Lefkandi,[2] even though the names of the
grandly buried dead were hardly remembered. "Stories began
to be told to individuate the persons who were now believed
to be buried in these old and imposing sites," observes Robin
Lane Fox.[3]

Nature of hero cult

Greek hero-cults were distinct from the clan-based ancestor worship from which they developed,[4] in that as the
polis evolved, they became a civic rather than familial affair, and in many cases none of the worshipers traced their
descent back to the hero any longer: no shrine to a hero can be traced unbroken from Mycenaean times. Whereas the
ancestor was purely local, Lewis Farnell observed, the hero might be tended in more than one locality, and he
deduced that hero-cult was more deeply influenced from the epic tradition, that "suggested many a name to forgotten
graves",[5] and provided even Dorians a connection to Mycenaean heroes, according to J.N. Coldstream.[6]

"Coldstream believed the currency of epic would account for votives in Dorian areas, where an alien, immigrant
population might otherwise be expected to show no particular reverence for Mycenaean predecessors".[7] Large
Mycenaean tholos tombs that betokened a grander past, were often the site of hero-cults. Not all heroes were even
known by names.
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Cult of Oedipus on a Lucanian amphora, ca. 380-70 BC
(Louvre, CA 308)

Aside from the epic tradition, which featured the heroes alive
and in action rather than as objects of cultus,[8] the earliest
written reference to hero-cult is attributed to Dracon, the
Athenian lawgiver of the late seventh century BC, who
prescribed that gods and local heroes should both be
honoured according to ancestral custom. The custom, then,
was already established, and the multiplicity of local
heroes.[9] The written sources emphasise the importance of
heroes' tombs and the temenos or sanctuary, where chthonic
rites appeased their spirits and induced them to continue to
favour the people who looked to them as founders, of whom
founding myths were related. In the hero's restricted and
local scope he "retained the limited and partisan interests of
his mortal life. He would help those who lived in the vicinity
of his tomb or who belonged to the tribe of which he himself was the founder," observes Robert Parker,[10] with the
reservation that Heracles, with his pan-Hellenic scope was again the exception.

James Whitley interpreted the final stage, in which hero-cult was co-opted by the city-state as a political gesture, in
the archaic aristocratic tumulus surrounded by stelae, erected by Athens to the cremated citizen-heroes of Marathon
(490 BC), to whom chthonic cult was dedicated, as the offering trenches indicate.[11] On the other hand Greek heroes
were distinct from the Roman cult of dead emperors, because the hero was not thought of as having ascended to
Olympus or become a god: he was beneath the earth, and his power purely local. For this reason hero cults were
chthonic in nature, and their rituals more closely resembled those for Hecate and Persephone than those for Zeus and
Apollo: libations in the dark hours, sacrifices that were not shared by the living.

The two exceptions to the above were Heracles and Asclepius, who might be honored as either heroes or gods, with
chthonic libation or with burnt sacrifice. Heroes in cult behaved very differently from heroes in myth. They might
appear indifferently as men or as snakes, and they seldom appeared unless angered. A Pythagorean saying advises
not to eat food that has fallen on the floor, because "it belongs to the heroes". Heroes if ignored or left unappeased
could turn malicious: in a fragmentary play by Aristophanes, a chorus of anonymous heroes describe themselves as
senders of lice, fever and boils.
Some of the earliest (eighth century BC) hero (and heroine) cults well attested by archaeological evidence in
mainland Greece include shrines in Laconia to Helen and Menelaus (the Menelaion at Therapne near Sparta) and one
to Agamemnon together with Cassandra at Mycenae, or Alexandra at Amyklai, perhaps a shrine to Odysseus in Polis
Bay, Ithaca.[12] Little is known of the cult of Erechtheus on the Acropolis, Athens.[13] The cult of Pelops at Olympia
dates from the Archaic period.

Heroes and heroines
Hero cults were offered most prominently to men, though in practice the experience of the votary was of propitiating
a cluster of family figures, which included women, the wife of a hero-husband, mother of a hero-son (Alcmene and
Semele), daughter of a hero-father.[14] As Moses I. Finley observed of the world of Odysseus, which he reads as a
nostalgic eighth-century rendering of traditions from the culture of Dark Age Greece,

Penelope became a moral heroine for later generations, the embodiment of goodness and chastity, to be
contrasted with the faithless, murdering Clytaemnestra, Agamemnon's wife; but 'hero' has no feminine
gender in the age of heroes.[15]

Where local cult venerated figures such as the sacrificial virgin Iphigeneia, an archaic local nymphe has been reduced 
to a mortal figure of legend. Other isolated female figures represented priestess-initiators of a local cult.
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Iconographic and epigraphal evidence marshalled by Jennifer Lynn Larson combine to depict heroines as similar in
kind to heroes, but in androcentric Greek culture,[16] typically of lesser stature.

Types of hero cult

Offerings to a deified hero and another deity, depicted on a Greek marble
relief ca. 300 BC

James Whitley[17] distinguished four, perhaps five,
essential types of hero cult:

Oikist cults of founders.[18] Such cults arose in
colonies in the Hellenic world in Magna Graecia
and Sicily at the grave of the founder, the oikos. In
the case of cults at the tombs of the recently
heroised, it must be assumed that the identity of the
occupant of the tomb was unequivically known.
Thucydides (V.11.1) gives the example of Brasidas
at Amphipolis. Battus of Cyrene might also be
mentioned. "Such historical examples," Whitley
warns, "have clearly colored the interpretation of
certain tomb cults in the Archaic period." Such
Archaic sites as the "heroon" at Lefkandi and that
close to the West Gate at Eretria cannot be
distinguished by archaeological methods from family observances at tombs (tomb cults) and the cult of ancestors.

Cults to named heroes. A number of cult sites known in Classical times were dedicated to known heroes in the
Greek and modern senses, especially of the Iliad and other episodes of the Epic Cycle. Whitley makes two points
here, first that the earliest heria associate the male hero with earlier and stronger female presences, and second, that
figures such as Odysseus, Agamemnon and Menelaus all have strong local connections. The cults of Oedipus at
Athens and Pelops at Olympia.
Cults to local heroes. Such local figures do not figure among the Panhellenic figures of epic. Examples would be
Akademos and Erechtheus at Athens.
Cults at Bronze Age tombs. These are represented archaeologically by Iron Age deposits in Mycenaean tombs, not
easily interpreted. Because of the gap in time between the Bronze Age collapse and the earliest votive objects,
continuity appears to be broken. A sherd from above the Grave Circle at Mycenae is simply inscribed "to the
hero",[19] and Whitley suggests that the unnamed race of the Silver Age might have been invoked. In Attica, such
cults are those associated with tholos tombs at Thorikos and Menidhi.
Oracular hero cults. Whitley does not address this group of local cults where an oracle developed, as in the case of
Amphiaraus, who was swallowed up by a gaping crack in the earth. Minor cults accrued to some figures who died
violent or unusual deaths, as in the case of the dead from the Battle of Marathon, and those struck by lightning, as in
several attested cases in Magna Graecia.

Heroes, politics, and gods
Hero cults could be of the utmost political importance. When Cleisthenes divided the Athenians into new demes for 
voting, he consulted Delphi on what heroes he should name each division after. According to Herodotus, the 
Spartans attributed their conquest of Arcadia to their theft of the bones of Orestes from the Arcadian town of Tegea. 
Heroes in myth often had close but conflicted relationships with the gods. Thus Heracles's name means "the glory of 
Hera", even though he was tormented all his life by the queen of the gods. This was even truer in their cult 
appearances. Perhaps the most striking example is the Athenian king Erechtheus, whom Poseidon killed for choosing 
Athena over him as the city's patron god. When the Athenians worshiped Erechtheus on the Acropolis, they invoked
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him as Poseidon Erechtheus.

List of heroes

Greek deities
series

Primordial deities

Titans and Olympian deities

Aquatic deities

Personified concepts

Other deities

Chthonic deities

•• Demeter
•• Erinyes
•• Gaia
•• Hades
•• Hecate

•• Iacchus
•• Melinoe
•• Persephone
•• Triptolemus
•• Trophonius

• Achilles at Leuce
•• Aeneas
•• Ajax
•• Akademos
• Alexander the Great at Alexandria
•• Amphiaraus
•• Atalanta
•• Asclepius
• Battus at Cyrene
• Erechtheus at Athens
•• Hector
•• Heracles
• Homer, venerated at Alexandria by Ptolemy IV Philopator
•• Jason
•• Leonidas
•• Odysseus
• Oedipus at Athens
• Orion at Boeotia
•• Orpheus
•• Penthesilea
• Pelops at Olympia
•• Perseus
•• Philippus of Croton
•• Theseus
•• Tantalus
•• Paris
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[2] Carla Maria Antonaccio, An Archaeology of Ancestors: Tomb Cult and Hero Cult in Early Greece (1995) and "Lefkandi and Homer", in O.

Anderson and M. Dickie, Homer's World: Fiction, Tradition and Reality (1995); I. Morris, "Tomb cult and the Greek Renaissance" Antiquity
62 (1988:750-61).

[3] Fox, Travelling Heroes in the Epic Age of Homer, 2008:34.
[4][4] "The cult of Heroes everywhere has the same features as the cult of ancestors... the remains of a true cult of ancestors provided the model and

were the real starting-point for the later belief and cult of Heroes." Rohde 1925:125.
[5][5] Farnell 1921:283f.
[6] Coldstream, "Hero cults in the age of Homer", Journal of the Hellenic Society 96 (1976:8-17).
[7][7] Antonaccio 1994:395.
[8] R. K. Hack, "Homer and the cult of heroes", Transactions of the American Philological Association 60 (1929::57-74).
[9] Carla M. Antonaccio, "Contesting the Past: Hero Cult, Tomb Cult, and Epic in Early Greece" American Journal of Archaeology 98.3 (July

1994:389-410).
[10][10] Parker 1988:250.
[11] Inscriptions reveal that offerings were still being made to the heroised dead in the first century BC; the tumulus is discussed in Whitley,

"The Monuments that stood before Marathon: Tomb cult and hero cult in Archaic Attica" American Journal of Archaeology 98.2 (April
1994:213-230).

[12] Based on a single graffito from the Hellenistic period.
[13][13] Antonaccio 1994:398f, note 50, gives bibliographies of the archaeological findings.
[14] Jennifer Lynn Larson, Greek Heroine Cults (University of Wisconsin Press) 1995, has marshalled the evidences.
[15] Finley, The World of Odysseus (1954; rev. ed. 1978), p.32f.
[16][16] "Heroine cults fit well into our modern view of ancient Greek culture as firmly androcentric, though not as androcentric as some would have

had us believe" (Larson 1995:144.
[17][17] Whitley1994:220ff.
[18] A general study of oikist cults is I. Malkin, Religion and Colonization in Ancient Greece (Leiden) 1987:189-266.
[19] Heinrich Schliemann, Mycenae, adduced by Whitley 1994:222 and note 44
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Heracles

Heracles

One of the most famous depictions of Heracles, originally by Lysippos (Marble, Roman copy called Hercules Farnese, 216 CE)
Gatekeeper of Olympus

God of heroes, sports, athletes, and divine protector of mankind

Abode Mount Olympus

Symbol Club, Nemean Lion, Bow and Arrows

Consort Hebe

Parents Zeus and Alcmene

Children Alexiares and Anicetus, Telephus, Hyllus, Tlepolemus

Roman equivalent Hercules

Heracles (   /ˈhɛrəkliːz/ HERR-ə-kleez; Ancient Greek: Ἡρακλῆς, Hēraklēs, from Hēra, "Hera", and kleos,
"glory"[1]), born Alcaeus[2] (Ἀλκαῖος, Alkaios) or Alcides[3] (Ἀλκείδης, Alkeidēs), was a divine hero in Greek
mythology, the son of Zeus and Alcmene, foster son of Amphitryon[4] and great-grandson (and half-brother) of
Perseus. He was the greatest of the Greek heroes, a paragon of masculinity, the ancestor of royal clans who claimed
to be Heracleidae (Ἡρακλεῖδαι) and a champion of the Olympian order against chthonic monsters. In Rome and the
modern West, he is known as Hercules, with whom the later Roman Emperors, in particular Commodus and
Maximian, often identified themselves. The Romans adopted the Greek version of his life and works essentially
unchanged, but added anecdotal detail of their own, some of it linking the hero with the geography of the Central
Mediterranean. Details of his cult were adapted to Rome as well.
Extraordinary strength, courage, ingenuity, and sexual prowess with both males and females were among his
characteristic attributes. Although he was not as clever as the likes of Odysseus or Nestor, Heracles used his wits on
several occasions when his strength did not suffice, such as when laboring for the king Augeas of Elis, wrestling the
giant Antaeus, or tricking Atlas into taking the sky back onto his shoulders. Together with Hermes he was the patron
and protector of gymnasia and palaestrae.[5] His iconographic attributes are the lion skin and the club. These qualities
did not prevent him from being regarded as a playful figure who used games to relax from his labors and played a
great deal with children.[6] By conquering dangerous archaic forces he is said to have "made the world safe for
mankind" and to be its benefactor.[7] Heracles was an extremely passionate and emotional individual, capable of
doing both great deeds for his friends (such as wrestling with Thanatos on behalf of Prince Admetus, who had
regaled Heracles with his hospitality, or restoring his friend Tyndareus to the throne of Sparta after he was
overthrown) and being a terrible enemy who would wreak horrible vengeance on those who crossed him, as Augeas,
Neleus and Laomedon all found out to their cost.
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Origin and character

Heracles capturing the Cretan bull.

The Origin of the Milky Way by Jacopo Tintoretto

Many popular stories were told of his life, the most famous being The
Twelve Labours of Heracles; Alexandrian poets of the Hellenistic age
drew his mythology into a high poetic and tragic atmosphere.[8] His
figure, which initially drew on Near Eastern motifs such as the
lion-fight, was known everywhere: his Etruscan equivalent was
Hercle, a son of Tinia and Uni.

Heracles was the greatest of Hellenic chthonic heroes, but unlike other
Greek heroes, no tomb was identified as his. Heracles was both hero
and god, as Pindar says heroes theos; at the same festival sacrifice was
made to him, first as a hero, with a chthonic libation, and then as a god,
upon an altar: thus he embodies the closest Greek approach to a
"demi-god".[8] The core of the story of Heracles has been identified by
Walter Burkert as originating in Neolithic hunter culture and traditions
of shamanistic crossings into the netherworld.[9]

Hero or god

Heracles' role as a culture hero, whose death could be a subject of
mythic telling (see below), was accepted into the Olympian Pantheon
during Classical times. This created an awkwardness in the encounter
with Odysseus in the episode of Odyssey XI, called the Nekuia, where
Odysseus encounters Heracles in Hades:

And next I caught a glimpse of powerful Heracles—
His ghost I mean: the man himself delights

in the grand feasts of the deathless gods on high...

Around him cries of the dead rang out like cries of birds

scattering left and right in horror as on he came like night..."[10]

Ancient critics were aware of the problem of the aside that interrupts the vivid and complete description, in which
Heracles recognizes Odysseus and hails him, and modern critics find very good reasons for denying that the verses
beginning, in Fagles' translation His ghost I mean... were part of the original composition: "once people knew of
Heracles' admission to Olympus, they would not tolerate his presence in the underworld", remarks Friedrich
Solmsen,[11] noting that the interpolated verses represent a compromise between conflicting representations of
Heracles.

It is also said that when Heracles died he shed his mortal skin, which went down to the underworld and he went up to
join the gods for being the greatest hero ever known.

Christian Chronology
In Christian circles a Euhemerist reading of the widespread Heracles cult was attributed to a historical figure who
had been offered cult status after his death. Thus Eusebius, Preparation of the Gospel (10.12), reported that Clement
could offer historical dates for Hercules as a king in Argos: "from the reign of Hercules in Argos to the deification of
Hercules himself and of Asclepius there are comprised thirty-eight years, according to Apollodorus the chronicler:
and from that point to the deification of Castor and Pollux fifty-three years: and somewhere about this time was the
capture of Troy."
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Temple to Heracles in Agrigento

Readers with a literalist bent, following Clement's reasoning, have
asserted from this remark that, since Heracles ruled over Tiryns in
Argos at the same time that Eurystheus ruled over Mycenae, and since
at about this time Linus was Heracles' teacher, one can conclude, based
on Jerome's date—in his universal history, his Chronicon—given to
Linus' notoriety in teaching Heracles in 1264 BC, that Heracles' death
and deification occurred 38 years later, in approximately 1226 BC.

Cult

The ancient Greeks celebrated the festival of the Heracleia, which
commemorated the death of Heracles, on the second day of the month of Metageitnion (which would fall in late July
or early August). What is believed to be an Egyptian Temple of Heracles in the Bahariya Oasis dates to 21 BC.

Greek mythology

Birth and childhood

Heracles strangling snakes (detail from an Attic
red-figured stamnos, ca. 480–470 BCE)

A major factor in the well-known tragedies surrounding Heracles is the
hatred that the goddess Hera, wife of Zeus, had for him. A full account
of Heracles must render it clear why Heracles was so tormented by
Hera, when there were many illegitimate offspring sired by Zeus.
Heracles was the son of the affair Zeus had with the mortal woman
Alcmene. Zeus made love to her after disguising himself as her
husband, Amphitryon, home early from war (Amphitryon did return
later the same night, and Alcmene became pregnant with his son at the
same time, a case of heteropaternal superfecundation, where a woman
carries twins sired by different fathers).[12] Thus, Heracles' very
existence proved at least one of Zeus' many illicit affairs, and Hera
often conspired against Zeus' mortal offspring as revenge for her husband's infidelities. His twin mortal brother, son
of Amphitryon, was Iphicles, father of Heracles' charioteer Iolaus.

On the night the twins Heracles and Iphicles were to be born, Hera, knowing of her husband Zeus' adultery,
persuaded Zeus to swear an oath that the child born that night to a member of the House of Perseus would become
High King. Hera did this knowing that while Heracles was to be born a descendant of Perseus, so too was
Eurystheus. Once the oath was sworn, Hera hurried to Alcmene's dwelling and slowed the birth of the twins Heracles
and Iphicles by forcing Ilithyia, goddess of childbirth, to sit crosslegged with her clothing tied in knots, thereby
causing the twins to be trapped in the womb. Meanwhile, Hera caused Eurystheus to be born prematurely, making
him High King in place of Heracles. She would have permanently delayed Heracles' birth had she not been fooled by
Galanthis, Alcmene's servant, who lied to Ilithyia, saying that Alcmene had already delivered the baby. Upon
hearing this, she jumped in surprise, loosing the knots and inadvertently allowing Alcmene to give birth to Heracles
and Iphicles.
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Heracles as a boy strangling a snake (marble,
Roman artwork, 2nd century CE)

Fear of Hera's revenge led Alcmene to expose the infant Heracles, but
he was taken up and brought to Hera by his half-sister Athena, who
played an important role as protectress of heroes. Hera did not
recognize Heracles and nursed him out of pity. Heracles suckled so
strongly that he caused Hera pain, and she pushed him away. Her milk
sprayed across the heavens and there formed the Milky Way. But with
divine milk, Heracles had acquired supernatural powers. Athena
brought the infant back to his mother, and he was subsequently raised
by his parents.

The child was originally given the name Alcides by his parents; it was
only later that he became known as Heracles.[4] He was renamed
Heracles in an unsuccessful attempt to mollify Hera. He and his twin
were just eight months old when Hera sent two giant snakes into the
children's chamber. Iphicles cried from fear, but his brother grabbed a
snake in each hand and strangled them. He was found by his nurse
playing with them on his cot as if they were toys. Astonished,
Amphitryon sent for the seer Tiresias, who prophesied an unusual
future for the boy, saying he would vanquish numerous monsters.

Youth
After killing his music tutor Linus with a lyre, he was sent to tend cattle on a mountain by his foster father
Amphitryon. Here, according to an allegorical parable, "The Choice of Heracles", invented by the sophist Prodicus
(c. 400 BC) and reported in Xenophon's Memorabilia 2.1.21-34, he was visited by two nymphs—Pleasure and
Virtue—who offered him a choice between a pleasant and easy life or a severe but glorious life: he chose the latter.
This was part of a pattern of "ethicizing" Heracles over the fifth century BC.[13]

Later in Thebes, Heracles married King Creon's daughter, Megara. In a fit of madness, induced by Hera, Heracles
killed his children by Megara. After his madness had been cured with hellebore by Antikyreus, the founder of
Antikyra,[14] he realized what he had done and fled to the Oracle of Delphi. Unbeknownst to him, the Oracle was
guided by Hera. He was directed to serve King Eurystheus for ten years and perform any task Eurystheus required of
him. Eurystheus decided to give Heracles ten labours, but after completing them, Heracles was cheated by
Eurystheus when he added two more, resulting in the Twelve Labors of Heracles.

Labours of Heracles
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The fight of Heracles and the Nemean lion is one
of his most famous feats. (Side B from an
black-figure Attic amphora, ca. 540 BCE)

His 11th feat was to capture the
apple of Hesperides (Gilded bronze,

Roman artwork, 2nd century CE)

Hercules and the Nemean lion, Gandhara, India,
1st century.

Driven mad by Hera, Heracles slew his own children. To expiate the
crime, Heracles was required to carry out ten labors set by his
archenemy, Eurystheus, who had become king in Heracles' place. If he
succeeded, he would be purified of his sin and, as myth says, he would
be granted immortality. Heracles accomplished these tasks, but
Eurystheus did not accept the cleansing of the Augean stables because
Heracles was going to accept pay for the labor. Neither did he accept
the killing of the Lernaean Hydra as Heracles' nephew, Iolaus, had
helped him burn the stumps of the heads. Eurysteus set two more tasks
(fetching the Golden Apples of Hesperides and capturing Cerberus),
which Heracles performed successfully, bringing the total number of
tasks up to twelve.

Not all writers gave the labors in the same order. The Bibliotheca
(2.5.1-2.5.12) gives the following order:

1. Slay the Nemean Lion.
2. Slay the nine-headed Lernaean Hydra.
3. Capture the Golden Hind of Artemis.
4. Capture the Erymanthian Boar.
5. Clean the Augean stables in a single day.
6. Slay the Stymphalian Birds.
7. Capture the Cretan Bull.
8. Steal the Mares of Diomedes.
9. Obtain the girdle of Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons.
10. Obtain the cattle of the monster Geryon.
11. Steal the apples of the Hesperides (He had the help of Atlas to

pick them after Hercules had slain Ladon).
12. Capture and bring back Cerberus.

Further adventures

After completing these tasks, Heracles joined the Argonauts in a search
for the Golden Fleece. They rescued heroines, conquered Troy, and
helped the gods fight against the Gigantes. He also fell in love with
Princess Iole of Oechalia. King Eurytus of Oechalia promised his
daughter, Iole, to whoever could beat his sons in an archery contest.
Heracles won but Eurytus abandoned his promise. Heracles' advances
were spurned by the king and his sons, except for one: Iole's brother
Iphitus. Heracles killed the king and his sons–excluding Iphitus–and
abducted Iole. Iphitus became Heracles' best friend. However, once
again, Hera drove Heracles mad and he threw Iphitus over the city wall
to his death. Once again, Heracles purified himself through three years
of servitude — this time to Queen Omphale of Lydia.
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Omphale
Omphale was a queen or princess of Lydia. As penalty for a murder, imposed by Xenoclea, the Delphic Oracle,
Heracles was to serve as her slave for a year. He was forced to do women's work and to wear women's clothes, while
she wore the skin of the Nemean Lion and carried his olive-wood club. After some time, Omphale freed Heracles
and married him. Some sources mention a son born to them who is variously named. It was at that time that the
cercopes, mischievous wood spirits, stole Heracles' weapons. He punished them by tying them to a stick with their
faces pointing downward.

Hylas
While walking through the wilderness, Heracles was set upon by the Dryopes. In Apollonius of Rhodes' Argonautica
it is recalled that Heracles had mercilessly slain their king, Theiodamas, over one of the latter's bulls, and made war
upon the Dryopes "because they gave no heed to justice in their lives".[15] After the death of their king, the Dryopes
gave in and offered him Prince Hylas. He took the youth on as his weapons bearer and beloved. Years later, Heracles
and Hylas joined the crew of the Argo. As Argonauts, they only participated in part of the journey. In Mysia, Hylas
was kidnapped by the nymphs of a local spring. Heracles, heartbroken, searched for a long time but Hylas had fallen
in love with the nymphs and never showed up again. In other versions, he simply drowned. Either way, the Argo set
sail without them.

Rescue of Prometheus
Hesiod's Theogony and Aeschylus' Prometheus Unbound both tell that Heracles shot and killed the eagle that
tortured Prometheus (which was his punishment by Zeus for stealing fire from the gods and giving it to mortals).
Heracles freed the Titan from his chains and his torments. Prometheus then made predictions regarding further deeds
of Heracles.

Heracles' Constellation
On his way back to Mycenae from Iberia, having obtained the Cattle of Geryon as his tenth labour, Heracles came to
Liguria in North-Western Italy where he engaged into battle with two giants, Albion and Bergion or Dercynus, sons
of Poseidon. The opponents were strong; Hercules was in a difficult position so he prayed to his father Zeus for help.
Under the aegis of Zeus, Heracles won the battle. It was this kneeling position of Heracles when prayed to his father
Zeus that gave the name Engonasin ("Εγγόνασιν", derived from "εν γόνασιν"), meaning "on his knees" or "the
Kneeler" one constellation known as Heracles' constellation. The story, among others, is described by Dionysius of
Halicarnassus.[16]

Laomedon of Troy
Before the Trojan War, Poseidon sent a sea monster to attack Troy. The story is related in several digressions in the
Iliad (7.451-453, 20.145-148, 21.442-457) and is found in Apollodorus' Bibliotheke (2.5.9). Laomedon planned on
sacrificing his daughter Hesione to Poseidon in the hope of appeasing him. Heracles happened to arrive (along with
Telamon and Oicles) and agreed to kill the monster if Laomedon would give him the horses received from Zeus as
compensation for Zeus' kidnapping Ganymede. Laomedon agreed. Heracles killed the monster, but Laomedon went
back on his word. Accordingly, in a later expedition, Heracles and his followers attacked Troy and sacked it. Then
they slew all Laomedon's sons present there save Podarces, who was renamed Priam, who saved his own life by
giving Heracles a golden veil Hesione had made. Telamon took Hesione as a war prize; they were married and had a
son, Teucer.
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Other adventures
• Heracles defeated the Bebryces (ruled by King Mygdon) and gave their land to Prince Lycus of Mysia, son of

Dascylus.
• He killed the robber Termerus.
• Heracles visited Evander with Antor, who then stayed in Italy.
• Heracles killed King Amyntor of the Dolopes for not allowing him into his kingdom. He also killed King

Emathion of Arabia.
• Heracles killed Lityerses after beating him in a contest of harvesting.
• Heracles killed Periclymenus at Pylos.
• Heracles killed Syleus for forcing strangers to hoe a vineyard.
• Heracles rivaled with Lepreus and eventually killed him.
• Heracles founded the city Tarentum (modern Taranto in Italy).
• Heracles learned music from Linus (and Eumolpus), but killed him after Linus corrected his mistakes. He learned

how to wrestle from Autolycus. He killed the famous boxer Eryx of Sicily in a match.
• Heracles was an Argonaut. He killed Alastor and his brothers.

Heracles killing the giant Antaeus

• When Hippocoon overthrew his brother, Tyndareus, as King of Sparta,
Heracles reinstated the rightful ruler and killed Hippocoon and his sons.

• Heracles slew the giants Cycnus, Porphyrion and Mimas. The expedition
against Cycnus, in which Iolaus accompanied Heracles, is the ostensible
theme of a short epic attributed to Hesiod, Shield of Heracles.

• Heracles killed Antaeus the giant who was immortal while touching the earth,
by picking him up and holding him in the air while strangling him.

• Heracles went to war with Augeias after he denied him a promised reward for
clearing his stables. Augeias remained undefeated due to the skill of his two
generals, the Molionides, and after Heracles fell ill, his army was badly
beaten. Later, however, he was able to ambush and kill the Molionides, and
thus march into Elis, sack it, and kill Augeias and his sons.

• Heracles visited the house of Admetus on the day Admetus' wife, Alcestis,
had agreed to die in his place. By hiding beside the grave of Alcestis, Heracles
was able to surprise Death when he came to collect her, and by squeezing him
tight until he relented, was able to persuade Death to return Alcestis to her
husband.

• Heracles challenged wine god Dionysus to a drinking contest and lost, resulting in his joining the Thiasus for a
period.

• Heracles also appears in Aristophanes' The Frogs, in which Dionysus seeks out the hero to find a way to the
underworld. Heracles is greatly amused by Dionysus' appearance and jokingly offers several ways to commit
suicide before finally offering his knowledge of how to get to there.

•• Heracles appears as the ancestral hero of Scythia in Herodotus' text. While Heracles is sleeping out in the
wilderness, a half-woman, half-snake creature steals his horses. Heracles eventually finds the creature, but she
refuses to return the horses until he has sex with her. After doing so, he takes back his horses, but before leaving,
he hands over his belt and bow, and gives instructions as to which of their children should found a new nation in
Scythia.
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Lovers

Women

Marriages

During the course of his life, Heracles married four times. His first marriage was to Megara, whose children he
murdered in a fit of madness. Apollodoros (Bibliotheke) recounts that Megara was unharmed and given in marriage
to Iolaus, while in Euripides' version Heracles killed Megara, too.

The topos of Heracles suckling at Hera's breast
was especially popular in Magna Graecia, here on
a mid-4th century Apulian painted vase; Etruscan

mythology adopted this iconic image

His second wife was Omphale, the Lydian queen or princess to whom
he was delivered as a slave.

His third marriage was to Deianira, for whom he had to fight the river
god Achelous (upon Achelous' death, Heracles removed one of his
horns and gave it to some nymphs who turned it into the cornucopia.)
Soon after they wed, Heracles and Deianira had to cross a river, and a
centaur named Nessus offered to help Deianira across but then
attempted to rape her. Enraged, Heracles shot the centaur from the
opposite shore with a poisoned arrow (tipped with the Lernaean
Hydra's blood) and killed him. As he lay dying, Nessus plotted
revenge, told Deianira to gather up his blood and spilled semen and, if
she ever wanted to prevent Heracles from having affairs with other
women, she should apply them to his vestments. Nessus knew that his
blood had become tainted by the poisonous blood of the Hydra, and
would burn through the skin of anyone it touched.

Later, when Deianira suspected that Heracles was fond of Iole, she
soaked a shirt of his in the mixture, creating the poisoned shirt of
Nessus. Heracles' servant, Lichas, brought him the shirt and he put it
on. Instantly he was in agony, the cloth burning into him. As he tried to
remove it, the flesh ripped from his bones. Heracles chose a voluntary death, asking that a pyre be built for him to
end his suffering. After death, the gods transformed him into an immortal, or alternatively, the fire burned away the
mortal part of the demigod, so that only the god remained. After his mortal parts had been incinerated, he could
become a full god and join his father and the other Olympians on Mount Olympus. He then married Hebe, his fourth
and last wife.

Affairs

Another episode of his female affairs that stands out was his stay at the palace of Thespius king of Thespiae, who
wished him to kill the Lion of Cithaeron. As a reward, the king offered him the chance to make love to his daughters,
all fifty of them, in one night. Heracles complied and they all became pregnant and all bore sons. This is sometimes
referred to as his Thirteenth Labour. Many of the kings of ancient Greece traced their lines to one or another of these,
notably the kings of Sparta and Macedon.
Yet another episode of his female affairs that stands out was when he carried away the oxen of Geryones, he also 
visited the country of the Scythians. Once while he was asleep there, his horses suddenly disappeared, and when he 
woke and wandered about in search of them, he came into the country of Hylaea. He there found the monster 
Echidna in a cave. When he asked whether she knew anything about his horses, she answered, that they were in her 
own possession, but that she would not give them up, unless he would consent to stay with her for a time. Heracles 
accepted the request, and became by her the father of Agathyrsus, Gelonus, and Scythes. The last of them became 
king of the Scythians, according to his father's arrangement, because he was the only one among the three brothers
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that was able to manage the bow which Heracles had left behind, and to use his father's girdle.[17]

Men

Heracles and Iolaus (Fountain mosaic from the
Anzio Nymphaeum)

As symbol of masculinity and warriorship, Heracles also had a number
of male lovers. Plutarch, in his Eroticos, maintains that Heracles' male
lovers were beyond counting. Of these, the one most closely linked to
Heracles is the Theban Iolaus. According to a myth thought to be of
ancient origins, Iolaus was Heracles' charioteer and squire. Heracles in
the end helped Iolaus find a wife. Plutarch reports that down to his own
time, male couples would go to Iolaus's tomb in Thebes to swear an
oath of loyalty to the hero and to each other.[18][19]

One of Heracles' male lovers, and one represented in ancient as well as
modern art, is Hylas. Though it is of more recent vintage (dated to the
3rd century) than that with Iolaus, it had themes of mentoring in the
ways of a warrior and help finding a wife in the end. However it should be noted that there is nothing whatever in
Apollonius's account that suggests that Hylas was a sexual lover as opposed to a companion and servant.[20]

Another reputed male lover of Heracles is Elacatas, who was honored in Sparta with a sanctuary and yearly games,
Elacatea. The myth of their love is an ancient one.[21]

Abdera's eponymous hero, Abderus, was another of Heracles' lovers. He was said to have been entrusted with—and
slain by—the carnivorous mares of Thracian Diomedes. Heracles founded the city of Abdera in Thrace in his
memory, where he was honored with athletic games.[22]

Another myth is that of Iphitus.[23]

Another story is the one of his love for Nireus, who was "the most beautiful man who came beneath Ilion" (Iliad,
673). But Ptolemy adds that certain authors made Nireus out to be a son of Heracles.[24]

Pausanias makes mention of Sostratus, a youth of Dyme, Achaea, as a lover of Heracles. Sostratus was said to have
died young and to have been buried by Heracles outside the city. The tomb was still there in historical times, and the
inhabitants of Dyme honored Sostratus as a hero.[25] The youth seems to have also been referred to as Polystratus.
There is also a series of lovers who are either later inventions or purely literary conceits. Among these are Admetus,
who assisted in the hunt for the Calydonian Boar;[26] Adonis;[27] Corythus;[27] and Nestor, who was said to have
been loved for his wisdom. His role as lover was perhaps to explain why he was the only son of Neleus to be spared
by the hero.[28]

A scholiast on Argonautica lists the following male lovers of Heracles: "Hylas, Philoctetes, Diomus, Perithoas, and
Phrix, after whom a city in Libya was named".[29] Diomus is also mentioned by Stephanus of Byzantium as the
eponym of the deme Diomeia of the Attic phyle Aegeis: Heracles is said to have fallen in love with Diomus when he
was received as guest by Diomus' father Collytus.[30] Perithoas and Phrix are otherwise unknown, and so is the
version that suggests a sexual relationship between Heracles and Philoctetes.
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Children

Heracles and his child Telephus.
(Marble, Roman copy of the 1st–2nd

century CE)

All of Heracles' marriages and almost all of his heterosexual affairs resulted in
births of a number of sons and at least four daughters. One of the most prominent
is Hyllus, the son of Heracles and Deianeira or Melite. The term Heracleidae,
although it could refer to all of Heracles' children and further descendants, is
most commonly used to indicate the descendants of Hyllus, in the context of their
lasting struggle for return to Peloponnesus, out of where Hyllus and his brothers -
the children of Heracles by Deianeira - were thought to have been expelled by
Eurystheus.

The children of Heracles by Megara are collectively well known because of their
ill fate, but there is some disagreement among sources as to their number and
individual names. Apollodorus lists three, Therimachus, Creontiades and
Deicoon;[31] to these Hyginus[32] adds Ophitus and, probably by mistake,
Archelaus, who is otherwise known to have belonged to the Heracleidae, but to
have lived several generations later. A scholiast on Pindar' s odes provides a list
of seven completely different names: Anicetus, Chersibius, Mecistophonus,
Menebrontes, Patrocles, Polydorus, Toxocleitus.[33]

The divine sons of Heracles and Hebe are Alexiares and Anicetus.
Other well-known children of Heracles include Telephus, king of Mysia (by
Auge), and Tlepolemus, one of the Greek commanders in the Trojan War (by Astyoche).

There is also, in some versions, reference to an episode where Heracles met and impregnated a half-serpentine
woman, known as Echidna; her children, known as the Dracontidae, were the ancestors of the House of Cadmus.
According to Herodotus, a line of 22 Kings of Lydia descended from Hercules and Omphale. The line was called
Tylonids after his Lydian name.

Children and consorts

1.1. Megara
1.1. Therimachus
2.2. Creontiades
3.3. Ophitus
4.4. Deicoon

2.2. Omphale
1.1. Agelaus
2.2. Tyrsenus

3.3. Deianira
1.1. Hyllus
2.2. Ctesippus
3.3. Glenus
4.4. Oneites
5.5. Macaria

4.4. Hebe
1.1. Alexiares
2.2. Anicetus

5.5. Astydameia, daughter of Ormenius
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1.1. Ctesippus
6. Astyoche, daughter of Phylas

1.1. Tlepolemus
7.7. Auge

1.1. Telephus
8.8. Autonoe, daughter of Pireus / Iphinoe, daughter of Antaeus

1.1. Palaemon
9.9. Baletia, daughter of Baletus

1. Brettus[34]

10.10. Barge
1. Bargasus[35]

11.11. Bolbe
1.1. Olynthus

12.12. Celtine
1.1. Celtus

13.13. Chalciope
1.1. Thessalus

14.14. Chania, nymph
1. Gelon[36]

15.15. Echidna
1.1. Agathyrsus
2.2. Gelonus
3.3. Skythes

16.16. Epicaste
1.1. Thestalus

17. Lavinia, daughter of Evander[37]

1.1. Pallas
18.18. Malis, a slave of Omphale

1. Acelus[38]

19.19. Meda
1.1. Antiochus

20.20. Melite (heroine)
21.21. Melite (naiad)

1.1. Hyllus (possibly)
22.22. Myrto

1.1. Eucleia
23. Palantho of Hyperborea[39]

1. Latinus[37]

24.24. Parthenope, daughter of Stymphalus
1.1. Everes

25.25. Phialo
1.1. Aechmagoras

26.26. Psophis
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1.1. Echephron
2.2. Promachus

27.27. Pyrene
1.1. none known

28.28. Rhea, Italian priestess
1. Aventinus[40]

29. Thebe (daughter of Adramys)
30. Tinge, wife of Antaeus

1. Sophax[41]

31.31. 50 daughters of Thespius
1. 50 sons, see Thespius#Daughters and grandchildren

32. Unnamed Celtic woman
1. Galates[42]

33.33. Unnamed slave of Omphale
1. Alcaeus / Cleodaeus

34. Unnamed daughter of Syleus (Xenodoce?)[43]

35.35. Unknown consorts
1. Agylleus[44]

2. Amathous[45]

3. Azon[46]

4. Chromis[47]

5. Cyrnus[48]

6. Dexamenus[49]

7. Leucites[50]

8.8. Manto
9.9. Pandaie
10. Phaestus or Rhopalus[51]

Death

Hercules killing Centaur Nessus
(marble by Giambologna, Florence)

This is described in Ovid's Metamorphoses Book IX. Having wrestled and
defeated Achelous, god of the Acheloos river, Heracles takes Deianira as his
wife. Travelling to Tiryns, a centaur, Nessus, offers to help Deianira across a fast
flowing river while Heracles swims it. However, Nessus is true to the archetype
of the mischievous centaur and tries to steal Deianira away while Heracles is still
in the water. Angry, Heracles shoots him with his arrows dipped in the poisonous
blood of the Lernaean Hydra. Thinking of revenge, Nessus gives Deianira his
blood-soaked tunic before he dies, telling her it will "excite the love of her
husband".[52]

Several years later, rumor tells Deianira that she has a rival for the love of
Heracles. Deianira, remembering Nessus' words, gives Heracles the bloodstained
shirt. Lichas, the herald, delivers the shirt to Heracles. However, it is still covered
in the Hydra's blood from Heracles' arrows, and this poisons him, tearing his skin
and exposing his bones. Before he dies, Heracles throws Lichas into the sea,

thinking he was the one who poisoned him (according to several versions, Lichas turns to stone, becoming a rock 
standing in the sea, named for him). Heracles then uproots several trees and builds a funeral pyre, which Poeas,
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father of Philoctetes, lights. As his body burns, only his immortal side is left. Through Zeus' apotheosis, Heracles
rises to Olympus as he dies.
No one but Heracles' friend Philoctetes (Poeas in some versions) would light his funeral pyre (in an alternate version,
it is Iolaus who lights the pyre). For this action, Philoctetes or Poeas received Heracles' bow and arrows, which were
later needed by the Greeks to defeat Troy in the Trojan War. Philoctetes confronted Paris and shot a poisoned arrow
at him. The Hydra poison would subsequently lead to the death of Paris. The Trojan War, however, would continue
until the Trojan Horse was used to defeat Troy.
One remarkable commentary of Herodotus[53] on Heracles is that he lived 900 years before himself (c. 1300 BCE).

Hercules in Rome
In Rome, Heracles was honored as Hercules, and had a number of distinctively Roman myths and practices
associated with him under that name.

Heracles in other cultures

Hellenistic-era depiction of the Zoroastrian
divinity Bahram as Hercules carved in 153 B.C.

at Kermanshah, Iran.

The protector Vajrapani of the
Buddha is another incarnation of

Heracles (Gandhara, 1st century CE)

Via the Greco-Buddhist culture, Heraclean symbolism was transmitted
to the far east. An example remains to this day in the Nio guardian
deities in front of Japanese Buddhist temples. Herodotus connected
Heracles both to Phoenician god Melqart and to the Egyptian god Shu.
Temples dedicated to Heracles abounded all along the Mediterranean
coastal countries. For example the temple of Heracles Monoikos (i.e.
the lone dweller), built far from any nearby town upon a promontory in
what is now the Côte d'Azur, gave its name to the area's more recent
name, Monaco.

The gateway to the Mediterranean Sea from the Atlantic Ocean, where
the southernmost tip of Spain and the northernmost of Morocco face
each other, is, classically speaking, referred to as the Pillars of
Hercules/Heracles, owing to the story that he set up two massive spires
of stone to stabilise the area and ensure the safety of ships sailing
between the two landmasses.

Spoken word myths

Bibliography of reconstruction: Homer, Odyssey, 12.072 (7th c. BC);
Theocritus, Idylls, 13 (350–310 BC); Callimachus, Aetia (Causes), 24.
Thiodamas the Dryopian, Fragments, 160. Hymn to Artemis
(310–250? BC); Apollonios Rhodios, Argonautika, I. 1175 - 1280 (c.
250 BC); Bibliotheca 1.9.19, 2.7.7 (140 BC); Sextus Propertius,
Elegies, i.20.17ff (50–15 BC); Ovid, Ibis, 488 (AD 8–18); Gaius
Valerius Flaccus, Argonautica, I.110, III.535, 560, IV.1-57 (1st
century); Hyginus, Fables, 14. Argonauts Assembled (1st century);
Philostratus the Elder, Images, ii.24 Thiodamas (170–245); First
Vatican Mythographer, 49. Hercules et Hylas
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Ancestry[54]

Zeus Danaë

Perseus Andromeda

Perses Alcaeus Hipponome Electryon Anaxo Sthenelus Menippe Mestor

Anaxo Amphitryon Alcmene Zeus Licymnius Eurystheus

Iphicles Megara Heracles Deianira Hebe

Iolaus Three
Children

Hyllus Macaria Others
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Theseus
For other uses, see Theseus (disambiguation)

Theseus Slaying Minotaur (1843), bronze
sculpture by Antoine-Louis Barye

Theseus /ˈθiːsiːəs/ (Ancient Greek: Θησεύς Greek: [tʰɛːsěu̯s]) was the
mythical[1] founder-king of Athens, son of Aethra, and fathered by
Aegeus and Poseidon, both of whom Aethra had slept with in one
night. Theseus was a founder-hero, like Perseus, Cadmus, or Heracles,
all of whom battled and overcame foes that were identified with an
archaic religious and social order.[2] As Heracles was the Dorian hero,
Theseus was the Athenian founding hero, considered by them as their
own great reformer: his name comes from the same root as θεσμός
("thesmos"), Greek for "institution". He was responsible for the
synoikismos ("dwelling together")—the political unification of Attica
under Athens, represented emblematically in his journey of labours,
subduing highly localized ogres and monstrous beasts. Because he was
the unifying king, Theseus built and occupied a palace on the fortress
of the Acropolis that may have been similar to the palace that was
excavated in Mycenae. Pausanias reports that after the synoikismos,
Theseus established a cult of Aphrodite Pandemos ("Aphrodite of all
the People") and Peitho on the southern slope of the Acropolis.

Plutarch's vita (a literalistic biography) of Theseus makes use of varying accounts of the death of the Minotaur,
Theseus' escape, and the love of Ariadne for Theseus.[3] Plutarch's sources, not all of whose texts have survived
independently, included Pherecydes (mid-sixth century BC), Demon (ca 300 BC), Philochorus, and Cleidemus (both
fourth century BC).[4]

Early years

Theseus and Aethra, by Laurent de La Hyre

Aegeus, one of the primordial kings of Athens, found a bride, Aethra
who was the daughter of king Pittheus at Troezen, a small city
southwest of Athens. On their wedding night, Aethra waded through
the sea to the island of Sphairia that rests close to the coast and lay
there with Poseidon (god of the sea and earthquakes). The mix gave
Theseus a combination of divine as well as mortal characteristics in his
nature; such double fathers, one immortal and one mortal, was a
familiar feature of Greek heroes.[5] After Aethra became pregnant,
Aegeus decided to return to Athens. Before leaving, however, he
buried his sandals and sword under a huge rock[6] and told Aethra that
when their son grew up, he should move the rock, if he were heroic
enough, and take the tokens for himself as evidence of his royal
parentage. In Athens, Aegeus was joined by Medea, who had fled
Corinth after slaughtering the children she had borne Jason, and had
taken Aegeus as her new consort. Priestess and consort together
represented the old order in Athens.

Thus Theseus was raised in his mother's land. When Theseus grew up and became a brave young man, he moved the 
rock and recovered his father's tokens. His mother then told him the truth about his father's identity and that he must
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take the sword and sandals back to king Aegeus to claim his birthright. To journey to Athens, Theseus could choose
to go by sea (which was the safe way) or by land, following a dangerous path around the Saronic Gulf, where he
would encounter a string of six entrances to the Underworld,[7] each guarded by a chthonic enemy. Young, brave,
and ambitious, Theseus decided to go alone by the land route and defeated a great many bandits along the way.

The Six Entrances of the Underworld
• At the first site, which was Epidaurus, sacred to Apollo and the healer Aesculapius, Theseus turned the tables on

the chthonic bandit, the "clubber" Periphetes, who beat his opponents into the Earth, and took from him the stout
staff that often identifies Theseus in vase-paintings. At the time, Theseus was called the Mother Dog for many
reasons.

The deeds of Theseus, on an Attic red-figured
kylix, ca. 440–430 BCE (British Museum)

Detail of the kylix at right: Theseus and the
Crommyonian Sow, with Phaea

• At the Isthmian entrance to the Underworld was a robber named
Sinis, often called "Pityokamptes" (Greek: Πιτυοκάμπτης, "he who
bends Pinetrees"). He would capture travelers, tie them between two
pine trees that were bent down to the ground, and then let the trees
go, tearing his victims apart. Theseus killed him by his own method.
He then became intimate with Sinis's daughter, Perigune, fathering
the child Melanippus.

• In another deed north of the Isthmus, at a place called Crommyon,
he killed an enormous pig, the Crommyonian Sow, bred by an old
crone named Phaea. Some versions name the sow herself as Phaea.
The Bibliotheca described the Crommyonian sow as an offspring of
Typhon and Echidna.

• Near Megara, an elderly robber named Sciron forced travellers
along the narrow cliff-face pathway to wash his feet. While they
knelt, he kicked them off the cliff behind them, where they were
eaten by a sea monster (or, in some versions, a giant turtle). Theseus
pushed him off the cliff.

• Another of these enemies was Cercyon, king at the holy site of
Eleusis, who challenged passers-by to a wrestling match and, when
he had beaten them, killed them. Theseus beat Cercyon at wrestling
and then killed him instead. In interpretations of the story that
follow the formulas of Frazer's The Golden Bough, Cercyon was a
"year-King", who was required to do an annual battle for his life, for
the good of his kingdom, and was succeeded by the victor. Theseus overturned this archaic religious rite by
refusing to be sacrificed.

• The last bandit was Procrustes the Stretcher, who had two beds, one of which he offered to passers-by in the plain
of Eleusis. He then made them fit into it, either by stretching them or by cutting off their feet. Since he had two
beds of different lengths, no one would fit. Theseus turned the tables on Procrustes, cutting off his legs and
decapitating him with his own axe.
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Medea and the Marathonian Bull, Androgeus and the Pallantides

Theseus captures the Marathonian Bull (kylix
painted by Aison, 5th century BC)

When Theseus arrived at Athens, he did not reveal his true identity
immediately. Aegeus gave him hospitality but was suspicious of the
young, powerful stranger's intentions. Aegeus's wife Medea recognized
Theseus immediately as Aegeus' son and worried that Theseus would
be chosen as heir to Aegeus' kingdom instead of her son Medus. She
tried to arrange to have Theseus killed by asking him to capture the
Marathonian Bull, an emblem of Cretan power.

On the way to Marathon, Theseus took shelter from a storm in the hut
of an ancient woman named Hecale. She swore to make a sacrifice to
Zeus if Theseus were successful in capturing the bull. Theseus did
capture the bull, but when he returned to Hecale's hut, she was dead. In
her honor Theseus gave her name to one of the demes of Attica,

making its inhabitants in a sense her adopted children.

When Theseus returned victorious to Athens, where he sacrificed the Bull, Medea tried to poison him. At the last
second, Aegeus recognized the sandals, shield, and sword, and knocked the poisoned wine cup from Theseus's hand.
Thus father and son were reunited, and Medea, it was said, fled to Asia.
When Theseus appeared in the town, his reputation had preceded him, having travelled along the notorious coastal
road from Troezen and slain some of the most feared bandits there. It was not long before the Pallantides' hopes of
succeeding the apparently childless Aegeus would be lost if they did not get rid of Theseus (the Pallantides were the
sons of Pallas and nephews of King Aegeus, who were then living at the royal court in the sanctuary of Delphic
Apollo[8]). So they set a trap for him. One band of them would march on the town from one side while another lay in
wait near a place called Gargettus in ambush. The plan was that after Theseus, Aegeus, and the palace guards had
been forced out the front, the other half would surprise them from behind. However, Theseus was not fooled.
Informed of the plan by a herald named Leos, he crept out of the city at midnight and surprised the Pallantides.
"Theseus then fell suddenly upon the party lying in ambush, and slew them all. Thereupon the party with Pallas
dispersed," Plutarch reported.[9]
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Theseus and the Minotaur

Theseus and the Minotaur on 6th-century
black-figure pottery

Pasiphae, wife of King Minos of Crete, had several children before the
Minotaur. The eldest of these, Androgeus, set sail for Athens to take
part in the Pan-Athenian games, which were held there every five
years. Being strong and skillful, he did very well, winning some events
outright. He soon became a crowd favorite, much to the resentment of
the Pallantides, and they assassinated him, incurring the wrath of
Minos. When King Minos had heard of what befell his son, he ordered
the Cretan fleet to set sail for Athens. Minos asked Aegeus for his son's
assassins, and if they were to be handed to him, the town would be
spared. However, not knowing who the assassins were, King Aegeus
surrendered the whole town to Minos' mercy. His retribution was that,
at the end of every Great Year (seven solar years), the seven most
courageous youths and the seven most beautiful maidens were to board
a boat and be sent as tribute to Crete, never to be seen again. In another
version, King Minos of Crete had waged war with the Athenians and
was successful. He then demanded that, at nine-year intervals, seven
Athenian boys and seven Athenian girls were to be sent to Crete to be
devoured by the Minotaur, a half-man, half-bull monster that lived in
the Labyrinth created by Daedalus. On the third occasion, Theseus
volunteered to slay the monster. He took the place of one of the youths
and set off with a black sail, promising to his father, Aegeus, that if
successful he would return with a white sail.[10] Like the others, Theseus was stripped of his weapons when they
sailed. On his arrival in Crete, Ariadne, King Minos' daughter, fell in love with Theseus and, on the advice of
Daedalus, gave him a ball of thread. This was so he could find his way out of the Labyrinth.[11] That night, Ariadne
escorted Theseus to the Labyrinth, and Theseus promised that if he returned from the Labyrinth he would take
Ariadne with him. As soon as Theseus entered the Labyrinth, he tied one end of the ball of string to the door post and
brandished his sword which he had kept hidden from the guards inside his tunic. Theseus followed Daedalus'
instructions given to Ariadne; go forwards, always down and never left or right. Theseus came to the heart of the
Labyrinth and also upon the sleeping Minotaur. The beast awoke and a tremendous fight then occurred. Theseus
overpowered the Minotaur with his strength and stabbed the beast in the throat with his sword (according to one
scholium on Pindar's Fifth Nemean Ode, Theseus strangled it).[12] After decapitating the beast, Theseus used the
string to escape the Labyrinth and managed to escape with all of the young Athenians and Ariadne as well as her
younger sister Phaedra. Then he and the rest of the crew fell asleep on the beach. Athena wakes Theseus and tells
him to leave early that morning. Athena tells Theseus to leave Ariadne and Phaedra on the beach. Stricken with
distress, Theseus forgot to put up the white sails instead of the black ones, so the king committed suicide. Dionysus
later saw Ariadne crying out for Theseus and took pity on her and married her.
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Ship of Theseus
According to Plutarch's Life of Theseus, the ship Theseus used on his return from Crete to Athens was kept in the
Athenian harbor as a memorial for several centuries.

The ship wherein Theseus and the youth of Athens returned had thirty oars, and was preserved by the
Athenians down even to the time of Demetrius Phalereus,[13] for they took away the old planks as they
decayed, putting in new and stronger timber in their place...

The ship had to be maintained in a seaworthy state, for, in return for Theseus's successful mission, the Athenians had
pledged to honour Apollo every year henceforth. Thus, the Athenians sent a religious mission to the island of Delos
(one of Apollo's most sacred sanctuaries) on the Athenian state galley — the ship itself — to pay their fealty to the
god. To preserve the purity of the occasion, no executions were permitted between the time when the religious
ceremony began to when the ship returned from Delos, which took several weeks.[14]

To preserve the ship, any wood that wore out or rotted was replaced; it was, thus, unclear to philosophers how much
of the original ship actually remained, giving rise to the philosophical question whether it should be considered "the
same" ship or not. Such philosophical questions about the nature of identity are sometimes referred to as the Ship of
Theseus Paradox.
Regardless of these issues of the originality of the ship's structure, for Athenians the preserved ship kept fresh their
understanding that Theseus had been an actual, historic figure — which none then doubted — and gave them a
tangible connection to their divine providence.

Theseus and Pirithous

Theseus Defeats the Centaur by Antonio Canova
(1804–1819), Kunsthistorisches Museum

Theseus's best friend was Pirithous, prince of the Lapiths. Pirithous had
heard stories of Theseus's courage and strength in battle but wanted
proof, so he rustled Theseus's herd of cattle and drove it from
Marathon, and Theseus set out in pursuit. Pirithous took up his arms
and the pair met to do battle, but were so impressed with each other
they took an oath of friendship and joined the hunt for the Calydonian
Boar. In Iliad I, Nestor numbers Pirithous and Theseus "of heroic
fame" among an earlier generation of heroes of his youth, "the
strongest men that Earth has bred, the strongest men against the
strongest enemies, a savage mountain-dwelling tribe whom they utterly
destroyed." No trace of such an oral tradition, which Homer's listeners
would have recognized in Nestor's allusion, survived in literary epic.

Later, Pirithous was preparing to marry Hippodamia. The centaurs were guests at the wedding feast, but got drunk
and tried to abduct the women, including Hippodamia. The Lapiths won the ensuing battle.

In Ovid's Metamorphoses Theseus fights against and kills Eurytus, the "fiercest of all the fierce centaurs"[15] at the
wedding of Pirithous and Hippodamia.
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The abduction of Helen and encounter with Hades

Theseus carries off the willing Helen, on an Attic
red-figure amphora, ca. 510 BCE

Theseus, a great abductor of women, and his bosom companion,
Pirithous, since they were sons of Zeus and Poseidon, pledged
themselves to marry daughters of Zeus.[16] Theseus, in an old
tradition,[17] chose Helen, and together they kidnapped her, intending
to keep her until she was old enough to marry. Pirithous chose
Persephone. They left Helen with Theseus's mother, Aethra at
Aphidna, whence she was rescued by the Dioscuri.

On Pirithous' behalf they travelled to the underworld, domain of
Persephone and her husband, Hades. As they wandered through the
outskirts of Tartarus, Theseus sat down to rest on a rock. As he did so
he felt his limbs change and grow stiff. He tried to rise but could not.
He was fixed to the rock on which he sat. Then, as he turned to cry out
to his friend Pirithous, he saw that he himself was crying out too.
Around him was standing the terrible band of Furies with snakes in
their hair, torches and long whips in their hands. Before these monsters the hero's courage failed and by them was led
away to eternal punishment.

For many months in half darkness, Theseus sat immovably fixed to the rock, mourning both for his friend and for
himself. In the end he was rescued by Heracles. He had come down to the underworld for his 12th task. There he
persuaded Persephone to forgive him for the part he had taken in the rash venture of Pirithous. So Theseus was
restored to the upper air but Pirithous never left the kingdom of the dead for when he tried to free Pirithous, the
Underworld shook. When Theseus returned to Athens, he found that the Dioscuri had taken Helen and Aethra to
Sparta.

The friendship of Theseus and Pirithous acquired homoerotic undertone in Attic comedy. Heracles succeeded in
freeing only Theseus, and left behind his buttocks attached to the rocks - from which Theseus came to be called
hypolispos, meaning "with hinder parts rubbed smooth." This was meant as an obscene comment upon on how his
buttocks had been "rubbed" the wrong way. (The myth was possibly retrospectively constructed in order to account
for the obscene phrase.)

Hippolyta
Theseus, believed either to be in the company of Heracles, or of his own accord, had been on a quest in the land of
the Amazons, a race of all-female warriors who had sex with men for reproduction but killed or banished any male
children born. Sensing no trouble or malice from Theseus, the Amazons decided to welcome him by having the
queen Hippolyta go aboard his ship bearing gifts. After boarding the ship, Theseus left for Athens, claiming
Hippolyta as his bride. This sparked a war between the Amazons and the Athenians. Hippolyta eventually bore a son
for Theseus, whom they named Hippolytus (Ἱππόλυτος). Theseus lost his love for Hippolyta, however, after he had
seen Phaedra.
Plutarch's Life places Hyppolyta's Amazonian sister, Antiope, as the Amazonian kidnapped by Theseus. In this
account, Antiope is the mother of Hyppolytus (named after her sister).

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Attica
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Amphora
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ATheseus_Helene_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_2309_n2.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helen_of_Troy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Persephone
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aethra_%28Greek_mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aphidna
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dioscuri
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Persephone
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hades
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tartarus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dioscuri
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sparta
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hippolytus_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phaedra_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antiope_%28Amazon%29


Theseus 27

Phaedra and Hippolytus
Phaedra, Theseus's second wife, bore Theseus two sons, Demophon and Acamas. While these two were still in their
infancy, Phaedra fell in love with Hippolytus, Theseus's son by Hippolyta. According to some versions of the story,
Hippolytus had scorned Aphrodite to become a devotee of Artemis, so Aphrodite made Phaedra fall in love with him
as punishment. He rejected her out of chastity.
Alternatively, in Euripides' version, Hippolytus, Phaedra's nurse told Hippolytus of her mistress's love and he swore
he would not reveal the nurse as his source of information. To ensure that she would die with dignity, Phaedra wrote
to Theseus on a tablet claiming that Hippolytus had raped her before hanging herself. Theseus believed her and used
one of the three wishes he had received from Poseidon against his son. The curse caused Hippolytus' horses to be
frightened by a sea monster, usually a bull, and drag their rider to his death. Artemis would later tell Theseus the
truth, promising to avenge her loyal follower on another follower of Aphrodite.
In a version by Seneca, the Roman playwright, entitled Phaedra, after Phaedra told Theseus that Hippolytus had
raped her, Theseus killed his son himself, and Phaedra committed suicide out of guilt, for she had not intended for
Hippolytus to die.
In yet another version, Phaedra simply told Theseus Hippolytus had raped her and did not kill herself, and Dionysus
sent a wild bull which terrified Hippolytus's horses.
A cult grew up around Hippolytus, associated with the cult of Aphrodite. Girls who were about to be married offered
locks of their hair to him. The cult believed that Asclepius had resurrected Hippolytus and that he lived in a sacred
forest near Aricia in Latium.

Other stories and his death
According to sources, Theseus also was one of the Argonauts, although Apollonius of Rhodes states in the
Argonautica that Theseus was still in the underworld at this time. Both statements are inconsistent with Medea being
Aegeus' wife by the time Theseus first came to Athens. With Phaedra, Theseus fathered Acamas, who was one of
those who hid in the Trojan Horse during the Trojan War. Theseus welcomed the wandering Oedipus and helped
Adrastus to bury the Seven Against Thebes.
Lycomedes of the island of Skyros threw Theseus off a cliff after he had lost popularity in Athens. In 475 BC, in
response to an oracle, Cimon of Athens, having conquered Skyros for the Athenians, identified as the remains of
Theseus "a coffin of a great corpse with a bronze spear-head by its side and a sword." (Plutarch, Life of Cimon,
quoted Burkert 1985, p. 206). The remains found by Cimon were reburied in Athens. The early modern name
Theseion (Temple of Theseus) was mistakenly applied to the Temple of Hephaestus which was thought to be the
actual site of the hero's tomb.
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Adaptations of the myth

Theseus with the head of Minotaur

Prose

Racine's Phèdre (1677) features Theseus as well as Hippolytus and the title
character.

Theseus is a prominent character as the Duke of Athens in William Shakespeare's
plays, A Midsummer Night's Dream and The Two Noble Kinsmen. Hippolyta also
appears in both plays. Theseus likewise appears as a major character in Geoffrey
Chaucer's The Knight's Tale.

Mary Renault's The King Must Die (1958) is a dramatic retelling of the Theseus
legend through the return from Crete to Athens. While fictional, it is generally
faithful to the spirit and flavor of the best-known variations of the original story.
The sequel is The Bull from the Sea (1962), about the hero's later career.

Kir Bulychev's 1993 book An Attempt on Theseus' Life (Покушение на Тезея) is
about a plot to assassinate a man during a virtual reality tour in which he lives
through Theseus' life.

John Dempsey's "Ariadne's Brother: A Novel on the Fall of Bronze Age Crete"
(1996, ISBN 960-219-062-0) tells the Minoan Cretan version of these events
based on both archaeology and myth.

Troy Denning's 1996 novel Pages of Pain features an amnesic Theseus fighting to recover his past while interacting
with some of the more colorful beings of the Planescape universe.
Steven Pressfield's 2002 novel Last of the Amazons attempts to situate Theseus's meeting and subsequent marriage to
Antiope, as well as the ensuing war, in a historically plausible setting.
Jorge Luis Borges presents an interesting variation of the myth in a short story, "La Casa de Asterión" ("The House
of Asterion").
British comedian Tony Robinson wrote a version of the Theseus story entitled "Theseus: Super Hero".
Author Tracy Barrett wrote a novel titled Dark of the Moon, published in 2011, which is a re-write of the Theseus
Myth.
Author Suzanne Collins was inspired by Theseus to write The Hunger Games trilogy, which was published from
2008–2010.[18]

Film and television
Theseus is played by Bob Mathias in the 1960 film Minotaur, the Wild Beast of Crete, and by Tom Hardy in the
2006 film Minotaur.
A 1971 Soviet cartoon, "The Labyrinth", covers the titular adventure as well as Theseus's encounters with the
Crommyonian sow and Procrustes.
In the 2011 Tarsem Singh film, Immortals, Theseus (played by Henry Cavill) leads a war against the mortal king
Hyperion (played by Mickey Rourke) of Heraklion.
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Notes
[1] For the ancient Greeks, convinced that Theseus had actually existed, he was not mythic, of course, but legendary.
[2] See Carl A.P. Ruck and Danny Staples, The World of Classical Myth (Carolina Academic Press, 1994), ch. ix "Theseus:Making the New

Athens" pp 203–22: "This was a major cultural transition, like the making of the new Olympia by Hercules" (p. 204).
[3] "May I therefore succeed in purifying Fable, making her submit to reason and take on the semblance of History. But where she obstinately

disdains to make herself credible, and refuses to admit any element of probability, I shall pray for kindly readers, and such as receive with
indulgence the tales of antiquity." (Plutarch, Life of Theseus). Plutarch's avowed purpose is to construct a life that parallels the vita of Romulus
that embodies the founding myth of Rome.

[4] Edmund P. Cueva, "Plutarch's Ariadne in Chariton's Chaereas and Callirhoe" American Journal of Philology 117.3 (Fall 1996) pp. 473–484.
[5] The theory, expounded as natural history by Aristotle, was accepted through the nineteenth century and only proven wrong in modern

genetics: see Telegony (heredity). Sometimes in myth the result could be twins, one born divine of a divine father, the other human of a
human sire: see Dioscuri. Of a supposed Parnassos, founder of Delphi, Pausanias observes, "Like the other heroes, as they are called, he had
two fathers; one they say was the god Poseidon, the human father being Cleopompus." (Description of Greece x.6.1).

[6][6] Rock "which had a hollow in it just large enough to receive these objects," Plutarch explains.
[7] Compared to Hercules and his Labours, "Theseus is occupied only with the sacred Entrances that are local to the lands of Athens" (Ruck and

Staples 1994:204).
[8][8] "...where now is the enclosure in the Delphinium, for that is where the house of Aegeus stood, and the Hermes to the east of the sanctuary is

called the Hermes at Aegeus's gate." (Plutarch, 12)
[9][9] Plutarch, 13.
[10] Plutarch quotes Simonides to the effect that the alternate sail given by Aegeus was not white, but “a scarlet sail dyed with the tender flower

of luxuriant holm oak.” (Plutarch, 17.5).
[11] Ariadne is sometimes represented in vase-paintings with the thread wound on her spindle.
[12][12] Noted by Kerenyi 1959:232 note 532.
[13][13] Demetrius Phalereus was a distinguished orator and statesman, who governed Athens for a decade before being exiled, in 307 BCE.
[14] Cooper, John M., ed. (1997). Plato: Complete Works. Associate editor, D. S. Hutchinson. Indianapolis/Cambridge: Hackett. p. 37.

ISBN 0-87220-349-2.
[15][15] Ovid, Metamorphoses, XII:217-153
[16] Scholia on Iliad iii.144 and a fragment (#227) of Pindar, according to Kerenyi 1951:237, note 588.
[17] Reported at Athenaeus, Deipnosophistae 13.4 (557a) (http:/ / digicoll. library. wisc. edu/ cgi-bin/ Literature/ Literature-idx?type=turn&

id=Literature. AthV3& entity=Literature. AthV3. p0079& q1=helen& pview=hide); cf. Kerenyi 1959:234 and note.
[18] Zeitchik, Steven (March 24, 2012). "Which dystopian property does ‘The Hunger Games’ most resemble?" (http:/ / www. bostonherald.

com/ entertainment/ movies/ general/ view/ 20120324which_dystopian_property_does_the_hunger_games_most_resemble/ ). Los Angeles
Times via Boston Herald (Boston Herald and Herald Media). . Retrieved March 24, 2012.
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Odysseus

Head of Odysseus from a Greek 2nd century BC
marble group representing Odysseus blinding
Polyphemus, found at the villa of Tiberius at

Sperlonga

Odysseus (   /oʊˈdɪsiəs/ or /oʊˈdɪsjuːs/; Greek: Ὀδυσσεύς,
Odusseus), also known by the Roman name Ulysses (/juːˈlɪsiːz/; Latin:
Ulyssēs, Ulixēs), was the perhaps fictional Greek king of Ithaca and the
hero of Homer's epic poem the Odyssey. Odysseus also plays a key role
in Homer's Iliad and other works in the Epic Cycle.

Husband of Penelope, father of Telemachus, and son of Laërtes and
Anticlea, Odysseus is renowned for his guile and resourcefulness, and
is hence known by the epithet Odysseus the Cunning (mētis, or
"cunning intelligence"). He is most famous for the ten eventful years he
took to return home after the ten-year Trojan War and his famous
Trojan Horse trick.

Name, etymology and epithets

The name has several variants: Olysseus (Ὀλυσσεύς), Oulixeus
(Οὐλιξεύς), Oulixes (Οὐλίξης)[1] and he was known as Ulyssēs in
Latin or Ulixēs in Roman mythology.

The etymology of the name is contested, according to one view, the
name Odysseus derives from the verb odussomai (ὀδύσσομαι),
meaning "to be wroth against', 'hate", suggesting that the name could be rendered as "the one who is
wrathful/hated".[2][3][4][5][6][7] Alternatively, it has been also suggested that this is of non-Greek origin and probably
of non-Indo-European origin too, while it is of an unknown etymology.[8]

In the Iliad and Odyssey there are several epithets to describe Odysseus. In Odyssey 19, in which Odysseus's early
childhood is recounted, Euryclea asks Autolycus, to name him. Euryclea tries to guide him to naming the boy
Polyaretos, "for he has much been prayed for" (19.403f).[9] In Greek, however, Polyaretos can also take the opposite
meaning: much accursed. Autolycus seems to infer this connotation of the name and accordingly names his grandson
Odysseus. Odysseus often receives the patronymic epithet Laertiades (Greek: Λαερτιάδης), son of Laërtes.
His name and stories were adopted into Etruscan religion under the name ူ�ူ�ေ�ူ�ေ� Uthuze.[10]

Genealogy
Relatively little is known of Odysseus's background other than that his paternal grandfather (or step-grandfather) is
Arcesius, son of Cephalus and grandson of Aeolus, whilst his maternal grandfather is the thief Autolycus, son of
Hermes and Chione. According to The Odyssey, his father is Laertes[11] and his mother Anticlea, although there was
a non-Homeric tradition[12] that Sisyphus was his true father, but that serves as an insult to his character. The rumor
went that Laertes bought Odysseus from the conniving king [13]. However, his true lineage is always brought out in
plays by the end. [14] Odysseus is said to have a younger sister, Ctimene, who went to Same to be married and is
mentioned by the swineherd Eumaeus, whom she grew up alongside, in Book XV of the Odyssey.[15] Ithaca, an
island along the Ionian northwestern coastline of Greece.
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"Cruel Odysseus"
Homer's Iliad and Odyssey portrayed Odysseus as a culture hero, but the Romans, who believed themselves the
scions of Prince Aeneas of Troy, considered him a villainous falsifier. In Virgil's Aeneid, he is constantly referred to
as "cruel Odysseus" (Latin "dirus Ulixes") or "deceitful Odysseus" ("pellacis", "fandi fictor"). Turnus, in Aeneid ix,
reproaches the Trojan Ascanius with images of rugged, forthright Latin virtues, declaring (in John Dryden's
translation), "You shall not find the sons of Atreus here, nor need the frauds of sly Ulysses fear." While the Greeks
admired his cunning and deceit, these qualities did not recommend themselves to the Romans who possessed a rigid
sense of honour. In Euripides's tragedy Iphigenia at Aulis, having convinced Agamemnon to consent to the sacrifice
of his daughter, Iphigenia, to appease the goddess Artemis, Odysseus facilitates the immolation by telling her
mother, Clytemnestra, that the girl is to be wed to Achilles. His attempts to avoid his sacred oath to defend Menelaus
and Helen offended Roman notions of duty; the many stratagems and tricks that he employed to get his way
offended Roman notions of honour.

Before the Trojan War
The majority of sources for Odysseus' antebellum exploits—principally the mythographers Pseudo-Apollodorus and
Hyginus—postdate Homer by many centuries. Two stories in particular are well known:
When Helen was abducted, Menelaus called upon the other suitors to honour their oaths and help him to retrieve her,
an attempt that would lead to the Trojan War. Odysseus tried to avoid it by feigning lunacy, as an oracle had
prophesied a long-delayed return home for him if he went. He hooked a donkey and an ox to his plough (as they
have different stride lengths, hindering the efficiency of the plough) and (some modern sources add) started sowing
his fields with salt. Palamedes, at the behest of Menelaus's brother Agamemnon, sought to disprove Odysseus's
madness, and placed Telemachus, Odysseus's infant son, in front of the plough. Odysseus veered the plough away
from his son, thus exposing his stratagem.[16] Odysseus held a grudge against Palamedes during the war for dragging
him away from his home.
Odysseus and other envoys of Agamemnon then traveled to Scyros to recruit Achilles because of a prophecy that
Troy could not be taken without him. By most accounts, Thetis, Achilles's mother, disguised the youth as a woman
to hide him from the recruiters because an oracle had predicted that Achilles would either live a long, uneventful life
or achieve everlasting glory while dying young. Odysseus cleverly discovered which among the women before him
was Achilles, when the youth was the only one of them showing interest to examine the weapons hidden among an
array of adornment gifts for the daughters of their host. Odysseus arranged then further for the sounding of a battle
horn, which prompted Achilles to clutch a weapon and show his trained disposition; with his disguise foiled, he was
exposed and joined Agamemnon's call to arms among the Hellenes.[17]

During the Trojan War

The Iliad

Odysseus was one of the most influential Greek champions during the Trojan War. Along with Nestor and
Idomeneus he was one of the most trusted counsellors and advisers. He always championed the Achaean cause,
especially when the king was in question, as in one instance when Thersites spoke against him. When Agamemnon,
to test the morale of the Achaeans, announced his intentions to depart Troy, Odysseus restored order to the Greek
camp.[18] Later on, after many of the heroes had left the battlefield due to injuries (including Odysseus and
Agamemnon), Odysseus once again persuaded Agamemnon not to withdraw. Along with two other envoys, he was
chosen in the failed embassy to try to persuade Achilles to return to combat.[19]

When Hector proposed a single combat duel, Odysseus was one of the Danaans who reluctantly volunteered to battle 
him. Telamonian Ajax, however, was the volunteer who eventually did fight Hector. Odysseus aided Diomedes
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during the successful night operations in order to kill Rhesus, because it had been foretold that if his horses drank
from the Scamander river Troy could not be taken.[20]

After Patroclus had been slain, it was Odysseus who counselled Achilles to let the Achaean men eat and rest rather
than follow his rage-driven desire to go back on the offensive—and kill Trojans—immediately. Eventually (and
reluctantly), he consented.
During the funeral games for Patroclus, Odysseus became involved in a wrestling match with Telamonian Ajax, as
well as a foot race. With the help of the goddess Athena, who favoured him, and despite Apollo's helping another of
the competitors, he won the race and managed to draw the wrestling match, to the surprise of all.[21]

Odysseus has traditionally been viewed in the Iliad as Achilles's antithesis: while Achilles's anger is all-consuming
and of a self-destructive nature, Odysseus is frequently viewed as a man of the mean, renowned for his self-restraint
and diplomatic skills. He is more conventionally viewed as the antithesis of Telamonian Ajax (Shakespeare's
"beef-witted" Ajax) because the latter has only brawn to recommend him, while Odysseus is not only ingenious (as
evidenced by his idea for the Trojan Horse), but an eloquent speaker, a skill perhaps best demonstrated in the
embassy to Achilles in book 9 of the Iliad. And the two are not only foils in the abstract but often opposed in
practice; they have many duels and run-ins (for examples see the next section).

Other stories from the Trojan War
When the Achaean ships reached the beach of Troy, no one would jump ashore, since there was an oracle that the
first Achaean to jump on Trojan soil would die. Odysseus tossed his shield on the shore and jumped on his shield. He
was followed by Protesilaus, who jumped on Trojan soil and later became the first to die.
Odysseus never forgave Palamedes for unmasking his feigned madness, leading him to frame him as a traitor. At one
point, Odysseus convinced a Trojan captive to write a letter pretending to be from Palamedes. A sum of gold was
mentioned to have been sent as a reward for Palamedes's treachery. Odysseus then killed the prisoner and hid the
gold in Palamedes's tent. He ensured that the letter was found and acquired by Agamemnon, and also gave hints
directing the Argives to the gold. This was evidence enough for the Greeks and they had Palamedes stoned to death.
Other sources say that Odysseus and Diomedes goaded Palamedes into descending a wall with the prospect of
treasure being at the bottom. When Palamedes reached the bottom, the two proceeded to bury him with stones,
killing him.[22]

When Achilles was slain in battle, it was Odysseus and Telamonian Ajax who successfully retrieved the fallen
warrior's body and armour in the thick of heavy fighting. During the funeral games for Achilles, Odysseus competed
once again with Telamonian Ajax. Thetis said that the arms of Achilles would go to the bravest of the Greeks, but
only these two warriors dared lay claim to that title. The two Argives became embroiled in a heavy dispute about one
another's merits to receive the reward. The Greeks dithered out of fear in deciding a winner, because they did not
want to insult one and have him abandon the war effort. Nestor suggested that they allow the captive Trojans decide
the winner.[23] Some accounts disagree, suggesting that the Greeks themselves held a secret vote.[24] In any case,
Odysseus was the winner. Enraged and humiliated, Ajax was driven mad by Athena. When he returned to his senses,
in shame at how he had slaughtered livestock in his madness, Ajax killed himself by the sword that Hector had given
him.[25]

Together with Diomedes, Odysseus went to fetch Achilles' son, Pyrrhus, to come to the aid of the Achaeans, because
an oracle had stated that Troy could not be taken without him. A great warrior, Pyrrhus was also called Neoptolemus
(Greek: "new warrior"). Upon the success of the mission, Odysseus gave Achilles' armor to him.
It was later learned that the war could not be won without the poisonous arrows of Heracles, which were owned by 
the abandoned Philoctetes. Odysseus and Diomedes (or, according to some accounts, Odysseus and Neoptolemus) 
went out to retrieve them. Upon their arrival, Philoctetes (still suffering from the wound) was seen still to be enraged 
at the Danaans, especially Odysseus, for abandoning him. Although his first instinct was to shoot Odysseus, his 
anger was eventually diffused by Odysseus's persuasive powers and the influence of the gods. Odysseus returned to
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the Argive camp with Philoctetes and his arrows.[26]

Odysseus and Diomedes would later steal the Palladium that lay within Troy's walls, for the Greeks were told they
could not sack the city without it. Some sources indicate that Odysseus schemed to kill his partner on the way back,
but Diomedes thwarted this attempt.
Perhaps Odysseus' most famous contribution to the Greek war effort was devising the strategem of the Trojan Horse,
which allowed the Greek army to sneak into Troy under cover of darkness. It was built by Epeius and filled with
Greek warriors, led by Odysseus.[27]

Journey home to Ithaca

This is a painting of Odysseus's boat passing
between the six-headed monster Scylia and the
whirlpool Charybdis. Scylla has plucked six of

Odysseus's men from the boat. The painting is an
Italian fresco dating to 1560 C.E.

Odysseus is probably best known as the eponymous hero of the
Odyssey. This epic describes his travails as he tries to return home after
the Trojan War and reassert his place as rightful king of Ithaca.

On the way home from Troy, after a raid on Ismaros in the land of the
Cicones, he and his twelve ships were driven off course by storms.
They visited the lethargic Lotus-Eaters and were captured by the
Cyclops Polyphemus, only escaping by blinding him with a wooden
stake. While they were escaping, however, Odysseus foolishly told
Polyphemus his identity, and Polyphemus told his father, Poseidon,
who had blinded him. They stayed with Aeolus, the master of the
winds; he gave Odysseus a leather bag containing all the winds, except
the west wind, a gift that should have ensured a safe return home.
However, the sailors foolishly opened the bag while Odysseus slept,
thinking that it contained gold. All of the winds flew out and the
resulting storm drove the ships back the way they had come, just as
Ithaca came into sight.

After pleading in vain with Aeolus to help them again, they
re-embarked and encountered the cannibalistic Laestrygones. Odysseus' ship was the only one to escape. He sailed
on and visited the witch-goddess Circe. She turned half of his men into swine after feeding them cheese and wine.
Hermes warned Odysseus about Circe and gave Odysseus a drug called moly, a resistance to Circe’s magic. Circe,
being attracted to Odysseus' resistance, fell in love with him and released his men. Odysseus and his crew remained
with her on the island for one year, while they feasted and drank. Finally, Odysseus' men convinced Odysseus that it
was time to leave for Ithaca.

Guided by Circe's instructions, Odysseus and his crew crossed the ocean and reached a harbor at the western edge of
the world, where Odysseus sacrificed to the dead and summoned the spirit of the old prophet Tiresias to advise him.
Next Odysseus met the spirit of his own mother, who had died of grief during his long absence; from her, he learned
for the first time news of his own household, threatened by the greed of Penelope's suitors. Returning to Circe's
island, they were advised by her on the remaining stages of the journey. They skirted the land of the Sirens, passed
between the six-headed monster Scylla and the whirlpool Charybdis, where they rowed directly between the two.
However, Scylla dragged the boat towards her by grabbing the oars and ate six men. They landed on the island of
Thrinacia. There, Odysseus' men ignored the warnings of Tiresias and Circe and hunted down the sacred cattle of the
sun god Helios. This sacrilege was punished by a shipwreck in which all but Odysseus drowned. He was washed
ashore on the island of Calypso, where she compelled him to remain as her lover for seven years before he escaped.
Odysseus finally escapes and is shipwrecked and befriended by the Phaeacians. After telling them his story, the 
Phaeacians led by King Alcinous agree to help Odysseus get home. They deliver him at night, while he is fast asleep, 
to a hidden harbor on Ithaca. He finds his way to the hut of one of his own former slaves, the swineherd Eumaeus,

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palladium_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trojan_Horse
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epeius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ACaught_between_a_rock_and_a_hard_place.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ismara
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cicones
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lotus-Eaters
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Polyphemus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeolus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Laestrygones
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Circe
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Moly_%28herb%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nekuia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tiresias
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Penelope
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scylla
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charybdis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scylla
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thrinacia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helios
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Calypso_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scheria
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alcinous
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eumaeus


Odysseus 34

and also meets up with Telemachus returning from Sparta. Athena disguises Odysseus as a wandering beggar in
order to learn how things stand in his household.
When the disguised Odysseus returns, Penelope announces in her long interview with the disguised hero that
whoever can string Odysseus's rigid bow and shoot an arrow through twelve axe shafts may have her hand. "For the
plot of the Odyssey, of course, her decision is the turning point, the move that makes possible the long-predicted
triumph of the returning hero".[28] Odysseus' identity is discovered by the housekeeper, Eurycleia, as she is washing
his feet and discovers an old scar Odysseus received during a boar hunt. Odysseus swears her to secrecy, threatening
to kill her if she tells anyone.
When the contest of the bow begins, none of the suitors are able to string the bow, but Odysseus does, and wins the
contest. Having done so, he proceeds to slaughter the suitors—beginning with Antinous whom he finds drinking
from Odysseus' cup—with help from Telemachus, Athena and two servants, Eumaeus the swineherd and Philoetius
the cowherd. Odysseus tells the serving women who slept with the suitors to clean up the mess of corpses and then
has those women hanged in terror. He tells Telemachus that he will replenish his stocks by raiding nearby islands.
Odysseus has now revealed himself in all his glory (with a little makeover by Athena); yet Penelope cannot believe
that her husband has really returned—she fears that it is perhaps some god in disguise, as in the story of
Alcmene—and tests him by ordering her servant Euryclea to move the bed in their wedding-chamber. Odysseus
protests that this cannot be done since he made the bed himself and knows that one of its legs is a living olive tree.
Penelope finally accepts that he truly is her husband, a moment that highlights their homophrosýnē
(like-mindedness).
The next day Odysseus and Telemachus visit the country farm of his old father Laertes. The citizens of Ithaca follow
Odysseus on the road, planning to avenge the killing of the Suitors, their sons. The goddess Athena intervenes and
persuades both sides to make peace.

Other stories
Odysseus is one of the most recurrent characters in Western culture.

Classical
According to some late sources, most of them purely genealogical, Odysseus had many other children besides
Telemachus, the most famous being:
• with Penelope: Poliporthes (born after Odysseus's return from Troy)
• with Circe: Telegonus, Ardeas, Latinus
• with Calypso: Nausithous, Nausinous
• with Callidice: Polypoetes
• with Euippe: Euryalus
• with daughter of Thoas: Leontophonus
Most such genealogies aimed to link Odysseus with the foundation of many Italic cities in remote antiquity.
He figures in the end of the story of King Telephus of Mysia.
The supposed last poem in the Epic Cycle is called the Telegony, and is thought to tell the story of Odysseus's last
voyage, and of his death at the hands of Telegonus, his son with Circe. The poem, like the others of the cycle, is
"lost" in that no authentic version has been discovered.
In 5th century BC Athens, tales of the Trojan War were popular subjects for tragedies. Odysseus figures centrally or
indirectly in a number of the extant plays by Aeschylus, Sophocles, (Ajax, Philoctetes) and Euripides, (Hecuba,
Rhesus, Cyclops) and figured in still more that have not survived. In the Ajax, Sophocles portrays Odysseus as a
modernistic voice of reasoning compared to the title character's rigid antiquity.
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As Ulysses, he is mentioned regularly in Virgil's Aeneid, and the poem's hero, Aeneas, rescues one of Ulysses's crew
members who was left behind on the island of the Cyclops. He in turn offers a first-person account of some of the
same events Homer relates, in which Ulysses appears directly. Virgil's Ulysses typifies his view of the Greeks: he is
cunning but impious, and ultimately malicious and hedonistic.
Ovid retells parts of Ulysses's journeys, focusing on his romantic involvements with Circe and Calypso, and recasts
him as, in Harold Bloom's phrase, "one of the great wandering womanizers." Ovid also gives a detailed account of
the contest between Ulysses and Ajax for the armor of Achilles.
Greek legend tells of Ulysses as the founder of Lisbon, Portugal, calling it Ulisipo or Ulisseya, during his
twenty-year errand on the Mediterranean and Atlantic seas. Olisipo was Lisbon's name in the Roman Empire. Basing
in this folk etymology, the belief that Ulysses is recounted by Strabo based on Asclepiades of Myrleia's words, by
Pomponius Mela, by Gaius Julius Solinus (3rd century A.D.), and finally by Camões in his epic poem Lusiads.[29]

Middle Ages and Renaissance
Dante, in Canto 26 of the Inferno of his Divine Comedy, encounters Odysseus ("Ulisse" in the original Italian) near
the very bottom of Hell: with Diomedes, he walks wrapped in flame in the eighth ring (Counselors of Fraud) of the
Eighth Circle (Sins of Malice), as punishment for his schemes and conspiracies that won the Trojan War. In a
famous passage, Dante has Odysseus relate a different version of his final voyage and death from the one
foreshadowed by Homer. He tells how he set out with his men for one final journey of exploration to sail beyond the
Pillars of Hercules and into the Western sea to find what adventures awaited them. Men, says Ulisse, are not made to
live like brutes, but to follow virtue and knowledge.[30]

After travelling west and south for five months, they saw in the distance a great mountain rising from the sea (this is
Purgatory, in Dante's cosmology) before a storm sank them. Dante did not have access to the original Greek texts of
the Homeric epics, so his knowledge of their subject-matter was based only on information from later sources,
chiefly Virgil's Aeneid but also Ovid; hence the discrepancy between Dante and Homer.
He appears in Shakespeare's Troilus and Cressida, set during the Trojan War.
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Modern

The bay of Palaiokastritsa in Corfu as seen from Bella vista of Lakones. Corfu is
considered to be the mythical island of the Phaeacians. The bay of Palaiokastritsa
is considered to be the place where Odysseus disembarked and met Nausicaa for
the first time. The rock in the sea visible near the horizon at the top centre-left of

the picture is considered by the locals to be the mythical petrified ship of
Odysseus. The side of the rock toward the mainland is curved in such a way as to

resemble the extended sail of a trireme

Alfred, Lord Tennyson's poem "Ulysses"
presents an aging king who has seen too
much of the world to be happy sitting on a
throne idling his days away. Leaving the
task of civilizing his people to his son, he
gathers together a band of old comrades "to
sail beyond the sunset".

James Joyce's novel Ulysses uses modern
literary devices to narrate a single day in the
life of a Dublin businessman named
Leopold Bloom. Bloom’s day turns out to
bear many elaborate parallels to Odysseus’
twenty years of wandering.

In Virginia Woolf's response novel, Mrs.
Dalloway, the comparative character is
Clarisse Dalloway, who also appeared in
Voyage Out and several short stories.

Cream's song "Tales of Brave Ulysses"
speaks somewhat of the travels of Odysseus
including his encounter with the Sirens. An
unnamed Odysseus figure is the narrator of the Steely Dan song, "Home at Last."

Frederick Rolfe's The Weird of the Wanderer has the hero Nicholas Crabbe (based on the author) travelling back in
time, discovering that he is the reincarnation of Odysseus, marrying Helen, being deified and ending up as one of the
three Magi.

In Dan Simmons' novels Ilium and Olympos, Odysseus is encountered both at Troy and on a futuristic Earth.
Nikos Kazantzakis' The Odyssey: A Modern Sequel, a 33,333 line epic poem, begins with Odysseus cleansing his
body of the blood of Penelope's suitors. Odysseus soon leaves Ithaca in search of new adventures. Before his death
he abducts Helen; incites revolutions in Crete and Egypt; communes with God; and meets representatives of various
famous historical and literary figures, such as Vladimir Lenin, Don Quixote and Jesus.

Ulysses 31 is a Japanese-French anime series, published in 1981, which updates the Greek and Roman mythologies
of Ulysses (or Odysseus) to the 31st century. In the series, the gods are angered when Ulysses, commander of the
giant spaceship Odyssey, kills the giant Cyclops to rescue a group of enslaved children including Telemachus. Zeus
sentences Ulysses to travel the universe with his crew frozen until he finds the Kingdom of Hades, at which point his
crew will be revived and he will be able to return to Earth. In one episode, he travels back in time and meets the
Odysseus of the Greek myth.
Early 20th century British composer Cecil Armstrong Gibbs's second symphony (for chorus and orchestra) is named
after and based on the story of Odysseus, with text by Essex poet Mordaunt Currie.
Suzanne Vega's song "Calypso" shows Odysseus from Calypso's point of view, and tells the tale of him coming to
the island and his leaving.
Joel and Ethan Coen's film O Brother Where Art Thou? (2000) is loosely based on the Odyssey. However, the Coens
have stated that they hadn’t ever read the epic. George Clooney plays Ulysses Everett McGill, leading a group of
escapees from a chain gang through an adventure in search of the proceeds of an armoured truck heist. On their
voyage, the gang encounter—amongst other characters—a trio of Sirens and a one-eyed bible salesman.
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In S.M. Stirling's Island in the Sea of Time trilogy, Odikweos (Mycenean spelling) is a 'historical' figure who is every
bit as cunning as his legendary self and is one of the few Bronze Age inhabitants who discerns the time-traveller's
real background. Odikweos first aids William Walker's rise to power in Achaea and later helps bring Walker down
after seeing his homeland turn into a police state.
Between 1978 and 1979, German director Tony Munzlinger made a documentary series called Unterwegs mit
Odysseus (roughly translated: "Journeying with Odysseus"), in which a film team sails across the Mediterranean Sea
trying to find traces of Odysseus in the modern-day settings of the Odyssey. In between the film crew's exploits,
hand-drawn scissor-cut cartoons are inserted which relate the hero's story, with actor Hans Clarin providing the
narratives.
The Penelopiad by Margaret Atwood retells the story from the point of view of Penelope.
Lindsay Clarke's The War at Troy features Odysseus, and its sequel, The Return from Troy, retells the voyage of
Odysseus in a manner which combines myth with modern psychological insight.
Progressive metal band Symphony X have a song based on Odysseus's journey, and called "The Odyssey", on the
album of the same name. At 24 minutes and 7 seconds long, it has a six-part orchestra playing in it, each part
comprising about sixty musicians.
Irish poet Eilean Ni Chuilleanain wrote "The Second Voyage", a poem in which she makes use of the story of
Odysseus.
A cartoon show named Class of the Titans has a character named 'Odie' who is a direct descendant of Odysseus. One
of the episodes, "The Odie-sey", portrays the story of the Odyssey, with characters like Calypso, Scylla, and Aeolus,
and also including modern twists.
Actor Kirk Douglas portrayed Odysseus in the Italian 1955 feature film Ulysses. Actor Sean Bean portrayed
Odysseus in the feature film Troy. Actor Armand Assante played Odysseus in the TV miniseries The Odyssey. He
had also been played by John Drew Barrymore in the 1961 film The Trojan Horse and by Piero Lulli in the 1962
film The Fury of Achilles.
Odysseus is also a character in David Gemmell's Troy trilogy, in which he is a good friend and mentor of Helikaon.
He is known as the ugly king of Ithaka. His marriage with Penelope was arranged, but they grew to love each other.
He is also a famous storyteller, known to exaggerate his stories and heralded as the greatest storyteller of his age.
This is used as a plot device to explain the origins of such myths as those of Circe and the Gorgons. In the series, he
is fairly old and an unwilling ally of Agamemnon.
In the second book of the Percy Jackson series, The Sea of Monsters, Percy and his friends encounter many obstacles
similar to those in the Odyssey, including Scylla and Charybidis, the Sirens, Polyphemus, and others.
He is the hero of The Luck of Troy by Roger Lancelyn Green, whose title refers to the theft of the Palladium.
Tony Robinson's 1996 UK children's television series Odysseus: The Greatest Hero of Them All (sometimes listed as
an episode in the Jackanory serial), comprised Robinson narrating the Iliad and Odyssey, with most of the events
maintained intact, but retold in modern language.

Comparative mythology
A similar story exists in Hindu mythology with Nala and Damayanti where Nala separates from Damayanti and is
reunited with her.[31] The story of stringing a bow is similar to the description in Ramayana of Rama stringing the
bow to win Sita's hand in marriage.

"Odysseus himself was the only one who was able to strain his bow … he beat his competitors and
regained his wife after his long absence due to the Trojan War. We can discover the same theme … for
example in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata …."

[32]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=S.M._Stirling
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mycenaean_Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bronze_Age
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Achaea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Police_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tony_Munzlinger
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mediterranean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hans_Clarin
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Penelopiad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Margaret_Atwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Penelope
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lindsay_Clarke
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Progressive_metal
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Symphony_X
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eilean_Ni_Chuilleanain
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Class_of_the_Titans
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Calypso_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scylla
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeolus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kirk_Douglas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sean_Bean
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Troy_%28movie%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Armand_Assante
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Odyssey_%28TV_miniseries%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Drew_Barrymore
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Guerra_di_Troia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Piero_Lulli
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Fury_of_Achilles
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=David_Gemmell
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Troy_Series
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helikaon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Circe
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gorgons
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Percy_Jackson_%28character%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Sea_of_Monsters
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Roger_Lancelyn_Green
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palladium_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tony_Robinson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jackanory
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hindu_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nala
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Damayanti
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ramayana
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rama
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sita


Odysseus 38

References
• Tole, Vasil S. (2005). Odyssey and Sirens: A Temptation towards the Mystery of the Iso-polyphonic Regions of

Epirus, A Homeric theme with variations. Tirana, Albania. ISBN 99943-31-63-9.
• Bittlestone, Robert; with James Diggle and John Underhill (2005). Odysseus Unbound: The Search for Homer’s

Ithaca. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. ISBN 0-521-85357-5. Odysseus Unbound website [33]

• Ernle Bradford, Ulysses Found, Hodder and Stoughton, 1963

Notes
[1] Entry: Ὀδυσσεὺς[[Category:Articles containing Ancient Greek language text (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ cgi-bin/

ptext?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 04. 0057:entry=#72123)]] at Henry George Liddell, Robert Scott, 1940, A Greek-English Lexicon.
[2] Entry: ὀδύσσομαι (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 04. 0057:entry=o)du/ ssomai) in Liddell & Scott, A

Greek-English Lexicon
[3] Powell, Barry B. (2007-04-16). Writing and the Origins of Greek Literature (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=nQGsJUPkWasC&

pg=PA142& dq=Odysseus+ odussomai& ct=result#v=onepage& q=Of course the Greeks enjoyed false, often playful etymologies (eg
Odysseus from odussomai, "to be angry," Od. 19. 407). & f=false). Cambridge University Press. pp. 142–. ISBN 978-0-521-03631-3. .
Retrieved 27 April 2011.

[4] Silver, Morris (1992). Taking ancient mythology economically (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=sPCwwxOwbXUC& pg=PA173).
BRILL. pp. 173–4. ISBN 978-90-04-09706-3. . Retrieved 27 September 2010.

[5] Bloom, edited & with an introduction by Harold (2007). Homer's The Odyssey. New York: Chelsea House. p. 68. ISBN 978-0-7910-9299-6.
[6] Grant, Michael; Hazel, John (2002). Who's who in classical mythology (Reprint. ed.). London [u.a.]: Routledge. p. 61.

ISBN 978-0-415-26041-1.
[7] Schönborn, Hans-Bernhard (1976). Die Pastophoren im Kult der ägyptischen Götter (http:/ / books. google. gr/

books?id=TmtfAAAAMAAJ& dq=odysseus+ odyssomai& q="Odysseus,+ derived+ from+ odyssomai). "#search_anchor). Meisenheim am
Glan: Hain. p. 49. ISBN 978-3-445-01363-7. .

[8] Dihle, Albrecht (1994). Griechische Literaturgeschichte (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=NkO_Eozss_cC& pg=PA19). Psychology
Press. p. 19. ISBN 978-0-415-08620-2. . Retrieved 27 September 2010.

[9] Polyaretos, "prayed for"
[10] "Mommsen" (http:/ / ancienthistory. about. com/ library/ bl/ bl_text_mommsen_1_9_1. htm). Ancienthistory.about.com. 2010-06-15. .

Retrieved 2011-09-25.
[11] Homer does not link Laertes as one of the Argonauts.
[12] Scholium on Sophocles' Aiax 1988, noted in Karl Kerenyi, The Heroes of the Greeks 1959:77.
[13][13] "Philoctetes"
[14] "A so-called 'Homeric' drinking-cup shows pretty undisguisedly Sisyphos in the bed-chamber of his host's daughter, the arch-rogue sitting

on the bed and the girl with her spindle." (Kerenyi, eo. loc..
[15] "Women in Homer's Odyssey" (http:/ / records. viu. ca/ ~mcneil/ lec/ womenlec. htm). Records.viu.ca. 1997-09-16. . Retrieved 2011-09-25.
[16] Hyginus Fabulae 95 (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Text/ HyginusFabulae2. html#95). Cf. Apollodorus Epitome 3.7 (http:/ / www. theoi. com/

Text/ ApollodorusE. html#3).
[17] "Hyginus 96" (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Text/ HyginusFabulae2. html#96). Theoi.com. . Retrieved 2011-09-25.
[18][18] Book 2.
[19][19] Book 9.
[20][20] Book 10.
[21][21] Book 23.
[22] Apollodorus Epitome 3.8; Hyginus 105.
[23][23] Scholium to Odyssey 11.547
[24] Odyssey 11.543-47.
[25] Sophocles Ajax.
[26] Apollodorus Epitome 5.8; Sophocles Philoctetes.
[27] See, e.g. Homer Odyssey 8.493; Apollodorus Epitome 5.14-15.
[28] Bernard Knox. (1996). Introduction to Robert Fagles's translation of The Odyssey p. 55.
[29] "?" (http:/ / olisipo. blog. com). .
[30][30] fatti non foste a viver come bruti / ma per seguir virtute e conoscenza
[31] Doniger, Wendy (1999). Splitting the difference: gender and myth in ancient Greece and India. University of Chigaco Press.

ISBN 978-0-226-15641-5. pp.157ff
[32] Fokkens, Harry et al. (2008). "Bracers or bracelets? About the functionality and meaning of Bell Beaker wrist-guards". Proceedings of the

Prehistoric Society (University of Leiden) 74. p.122.
[33] http:/ / www. odysseus-unbound. org/

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cambridge_University_Press
http://www.odysseus-unbound.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ernle_Bradford
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0057%3Aentry%3D%2372123
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0057%3Aentry%3D%2372123
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0057%3Aentry%3Do)du%2Fssomai
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Liddell_%26_Scott
http://books.google.com/books?id=nQGsJUPkWasC&pg=PA142&dq=Odysseus+odussomai&ct=result#v=onepage&q=Of%20course%20the%20Greeks%20enjoyed%20false%2C%20often%20playful%20etymologies%20(eg%20Odysseus%20from%20odussomai%2C%20%22to%20be%20angry%2C%22%20Od.%2019.407).&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=nQGsJUPkWasC&pg=PA142&dq=Odysseus+odussomai&ct=result#v=onepage&q=Of%20course%20the%20Greeks%20enjoyed%20false%2C%20often%20playful%20etymologies%20(eg%20Odysseus%20from%20odussomai%2C%20%22to%20be%20angry%2C%22%20Od.%2019.407).&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=nQGsJUPkWasC&pg=PA142&dq=Odysseus+odussomai&ct=result#v=onepage&q=Of%20course%20the%20Greeks%20enjoyed%20false%2C%20often%20playful%20etymologies%20(eg%20Odysseus%20from%20odussomai%2C%20%22to%20be%20angry%2C%22%20Od.%2019.407).&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=sPCwwxOwbXUC&pg=PA173
http://books.google.gr/books?id=TmtfAAAAMAAJ&dq=odysseus+odyssomai&q=%22Odysseus%2C+derived+from+odyssomai%29.%22#search_anchor
http://books.google.gr/books?id=TmtfAAAAMAAJ&dq=odysseus+odyssomai&q=%22Odysseus%2C+derived+from+odyssomai%29.%22#search_anchor
http://books.google.com/books?id=NkO_Eozss_cC&pg=PA19
http://ancienthistory.about.com/library/bl/bl_text_mommsen_1_9_1.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Argonauts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scholium
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sophocles
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aiax
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Karl_Kerenyi
http://records.viu.ca/~mcneil/lec/womenlec.htm
http://www.theoi.com/Text/HyginusFabulae2.html#95
http://www.theoi.com/Text/ApollodorusE.html#3
http://www.theoi.com/Text/ApollodorusE.html#3
http://www.theoi.com/Text/HyginusFabulae2.html#96
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bernard_Knox
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_Fagles
http://olisipo.blog.com
http://www.odysseus-unbound.org/


Odysseus 39

External links
• "Archaeological discovery in Greece may be the tomb of Odysseus" from the Madera Tribune (http:/ /

maderatribune. 1871dev. com/ news/ newsview. asp?c=167178)

Perseus

Perseus

Abode Argos

Symbol Medusa's head

Consort Andromeda

Parents Zeus and Danae

Children Perses, Heleus

Mount Pegasus

Perseus (Ancient Greek: Περσεὺς), the legendary founder of Mycenae and of the Perseid dynasty of Danaans there,
was the first of the heroes of Greek mythology whose exploits in defeating various archaic monsters provided the
founding myths of the Twelve Olympians. Perseus was the Greek hero who killed the Gorgon Medusa, and claimed
Andromeda, having rescued her from a sea monster sent by Poseidon in retribution for Queen Cassiopeia declaring
that her daughter, Andromeda, was more beautiful than the Nereids.

Etymology
Because of the obscurity of the name Perseus and the legendary character of its bearer, most etymologists pass it by,
on the presumption that it might be pre-Greek; however, the name of Perseus’ native city was Greek and so were the
names of his wife and relatives. There is some prospect that it descended into Greek from the Proto-Indo-European
language. In that regard Robert Graves has espoused the only Greek derivation available. Perseus might be from the
ancient Greek verb, "πέρθειν" (perthein), “to waste, ravage, sack, destroy”, some form of which appears in Homeric
epithets. According to Carl Darling Buck (Comparative Grammar of Greek and Latin), the –eus suffix is typically
used to form an agent noun, in this case from the aorist stem, pers-. Pers-eus therefore is a sacker of cities; that is, a
soldier by occupation, a fitting name for the first Mycenaean warrior.
The origin of perth- is more obscure. J. B. Hofmann lists the possible root as *bher-, from which Latin ferio,
"strike".[1] This corresponds to Julius Pokorny’s *bher-(3), “scrape, cut.” Ordinarily *bh- descends to Greek as ph-.
This difficulty can be overcome by presuming a dissimilation from the –th– in perthein; that is, the Greeks preferred
not to say *pherthein. Graves carries the meaning still further, to the perse- in Persephone, goddess of death. John
Chadwick in the second edition of Documents in Mycenaean Greek speculates as follows about the goddess
pe-re-*82 of Pylos tablet Tn 316, tentatively reconstructed as *Preswa:
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”It is tempting to see...the classical Perse...daughter of Oceanus...; whether it may be further identified with the
first element of Persephone is only speculative.”

A Greek folk etymology connected the name of the Persian (Pars) people, whom they called the Persai. The native
name, however has always had an -a- in Persian. Herodotus[2] recounts this story, devising a foreign son, Perses,
from whom the Persians took the name. Apparently the Persians themselves[3] knew the story, as Xerxes tried to use
it to suborn the Argives during his invasion of Greece, but ultimately failed to do so.

Origin at Argos
Perseus was the son of Zeus and Danaë, who by her very name, was the archetype of all the Danaans.[4] She was the
only child of Acrisius, King of Argos. Disappointed by his lack of luck in having a son, Acrisius consulted the oracle
at Delphi, who warned him that he would one day be killed by his daughter's son. Danaë was childless and to keep
her so, he imprisoned her in a bronze chamber open to the sky in the courtyard of his palace:[5] This mytheme is also
connected to Ares, Oenopion, Eurystheus, etc. Zeus came to her in the form of a shower of gold, and impregnated
her.[6] Soon after, their child was born; Perseus — "Perseus Eurymedon,[7] for his mother gave him this name as
well" (Apollonius of Rhodes, Argonautica IV).
Fearful for his future but unwilling to provoke the wrath of the gods by killing Zeus's offspring and his own
daughter, Acrisius cast the two into the sea in a wooden chest.[8] Danaë's fearful prayer made while afloat in the
darkness has been expressed by the poet Simonides of Ceos. Mother and child washed ashore on the island of
Seriphos, where they were taken in by the fisherman Dictys ("fishing net"), who raised the boy to manhood. The
brother of Dictys was Polydectes ("he who receives/welcomes many"), the king of the island.

Overcoming the Gorgon

The Baleful Head (1887), part of a series of
Perseus paintings by the Pre-Raphaelite artist

Edward Burne-Jones, playing with the theme of
the reflected gaze

When Perseus was grown, Polydectes came to fall in love with the
beautiful Danaë. Perseus believed Polydectes was less than
honourable, and protected his mother from him; thus Polydectes
plotted to send Perseus away in disgrace. He held a large banquet
where each guest was expected to bring a gift.[9] Polydectes requested
that the guests bring horses, under the pretense that he was collecting
contributions for the hand of Hippodamia, "tamer of horses". The
fisherman's protégé had no horse to give, so he asked Polydectes to
name the gift; he would not refuse it. Polydectes held Perseus to his
rash promise and demanded the head of the only mortal Gorgon,[10]

Medusa, whose eyes turned people to stone. Ovid's account of
Medusa's mortality tells that she had once been a woman, vain of her
beautiful hair, who had lain with Poseidon in the Temple of Athena.[11]

In punishment for the desecration of her temple, Athena had changed
Medusa's hair into hideous snakes "that she may alarm her surprised
foes with terror".[12]
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"Perseus with the head of Medusa'"
is a common subject for sculpture,

here in an 1801 example by Antonio
Canova

Athena instructed Perseus to find the Hesperides, who were entrusted with
weapons needed to defeat the Gorgon. Following Athena's guidance,[13] Perseus
sought out the Graeae, sisters of the Gorgons, to demand the whereabouts of the
Hesperides, the nymphs tending Hera's orchard. The Graeae were three
perpetually old women, who had to share a single eye. As the women passed the
eye from one to another, Perseus snatched it from them, holding it for ransom in
return for the location of the nymphs.[14] When the sisters led him to the
Hesperides, he returned what he had taken.

From the Hesperides he received a knapsack (kibisis) to safely contain Medusa's
head. Zeus gave him an adamantine sword and Hades' helm of darkness to hide.
Hermes lent Perseus winged sandals to fly, while Athena gave him a polished
shield. Perseus then proceeded to the Gorgons' cave.

In the cave he came upon the sleeping Medusa. By viewing Medusa's reflection
in his polished shield, he safely approached and cut off her head. From her neck
sprang Pegasus ("he who sprang") and Chrysaor ("bow of gold"), the result of

Poseidon and Medusa's meeting. The other two Gorgons pursued Perseus,[15] but, wearing his helm of darkness, he
escaped.

Marriage to Andromeda

Perseus and Andromeda.

On the way back to Seriphos Island, Perseus stopped in the kingdom of
Ethiopia. This mythical Ethiopia was ruled by King Cepheus and Queen
Cassiopeia. Cassiopeia, having boasted herself equal in beauty to the
Nereids, drew down the vengeance of Poseidon, who sent an inundation
on the land and a sea serpent, Cetus, which destroyed man and beast.
The oracle of Ammon announced that no relief would be found until the
king exposed his daughter Andromeda to the monster, and so she was
fastened to a rock on the shore. Perseus slew the monster and, setting
her free, claimed her in marriage.

In the classical myth, he flew using the flying sandals. Renaissance
Europe and modern imagery has generated the idea that Perseus flew
mounted on Pegasus (though not in the paintings by Piero di Cosimo
and Titian).[16]

Perseus married Andromeda in spite of Phineus, to whom she had
before been promised. At the wedding a quarrel took place between the
rivals, and Phineus was turned to stone by the sight of Medusa's head
that Perseus had kept.[17] Andromeda ("queen of men") followed her
husband to Tiryns in Argos, and became the ancestress of the family of the Perseidae who ruled at Tiryns through
her son with Perseus, Perses.[18] After her death she was placed by Athena amongst the constellations in the northern
sky, near Perseus and Cassiopeia.[19] Sophocles and Euripides (and in more modern times Pierre Corneille) made the
episode of Perseus and Andromeda the subject of tragedies, and its incidents were represented in many ancient
works of art.

As Perseus was flying in his return above the sands of Libya, according to Apollonius of Rhodes,[20] the falling 
drops of Medusa's blood created a race of toxic serpents, one of whom was to kill the Argonaut Mopsus. On 
returning to Seriphos and discovering that his mother had to take refuge from the violent advances of Polydectes,
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Perseus killed him with Medusa's head, and made his brother Dictys, consort of Danaë, king.

The oracle fulfilled

Perseus frees Andromeda (detail), by Piero di
Cosimo, 1515 (Uffizi)

Perseus then returned his magical loans and gave Medusa's head as a
votive gift to Athena, who set it on Zeus' shield (which she carried), as
the Gorgoneion (see also: Aegis).

The fulfillment of the oracle[21] was told several ways, each
incorporating the mythic theme of exile. In Pausanias[22] he did not
return to Argos, but went instead to Larissa, where athletic games were
being held.

He had just invented the quoit and was making a public display of
them when Acrisius, who happened to be visiting, stepped into the
trajectory of the quoit and was killed: thus the oracle was fulfilled. This
is an unusual variant on the story of such a prophecy, as Acrisius'
actions did not, in this variant, cause his death.

In the Bibliotheca,[23] the inevitable occurred by another route: Perseus
did return to Argos, but when he learned of the oracle, went into
voluntary exile in Pelasgiotis (Thessaly). There Teutamides, king of
Larissa, was holding funeral games for his father. Competing in the

discus throw Perseus' throw veered and struck Acrisius, killing him instantly.

In a third tradition,[24] Acrisius had been driven into exile by his brother, Proetus. Perseus turned the brother into
stone with the Gorgon's head and restored Acrisius to the throne. Having killed Acrisius, Perseus, who was next in
line for the throne, gave the kingdom to Megapenthes ("great mourning") son of Proetus and took over Megapenthes'
kingdom of Tiryns. The story is related in Pausanias,[25] which gives as motivation for the swap that Perseus was
ashamed to become king of Argos by inflicting death.

In any case, early Greek literature reiterates that manslaughter, even involuntary, requires the exile of the slaughterer,
expiation and ritual purification. The exchange might well have been a creative solution to a difficult problem;
however, Megapenthes would have been required to avenge his father, which, in legend, he did, but only at the end
of Perseus' long and successful reign.

King of Mycenae

Perseus rescuing Andromeda from Cetus, depicted on
an amphora in the Altes Museum, Berlin

The two main sources regarding the legendary life of Perseus—for
he was an authentic historical figure to the Greeks— are Pausanias
and the Bibliotheca, but from them we obtain mainly
folk-etymology concerning the founding of Mycenae.
Pausanias[26] asserts that the Greeks believed Perseus founded
Mycenae. He mentions the shrine to Perseus that stood on the
left-hand side of the road from Mycenae to Argos, and also a
sacred fountain at Mycenae called Persea. Located outside the
walls, this was perhaps the spring that filled the citadel's
underground cistern. He states also that Atreus stored his treasures
in an underground chamber there, which is why Heinrich
Schliemann named the largest tholos tomb the Treasury of Atreus.
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Apart from these more historical references, we have only folk-etymology: Perseus dropped his cap or found a
mushroom (both named myces) at Mycenae, or perhaps the place was named from the lady Mycene, daughter of
Inachus, mentioned in a now-fragmentary poem, the Megalai Ehoiai.[27] For whatever reasons, perhaps as outposts,
Perseus fortified Mycenae according to Apollodorus[28] along with Midea, an action that implies that they both
previously existed. It is unlikely, however, that Apollodorus knew who walled in Mycenae; he was only
conjecturing. In any case, Perseus took up official residence in Mycenae with Andromeda.

Descendants of Perseus

Perseus and the head of Medusa in a Roman
fresco at Stabiae

Perseus and Andromeda had seven sons: Perses, Alcaeus, Heleus,
Mestor, Sthenelus, Electryon, and Cynurus, and two daughters,
Gorgophone, and Autochthe. Perses was left in Aethiopia and became
an ancestor of the Persians. The other descendants ruled Mycenae from
Electryon down to Eurystheus, after whom Atreus got the kingdom.
However, the Perseids included the great hero, Heracles, stepson of
Amphitryon, son of Alcaeus. The Heraclides, or descendants of
Heracles, successfully contested the rule of the Atreids.

A statement by the Athenian orator, Isocrates[29] helps to date Perseus
roughly. He said that Heracles was four generations later than Perseus,
which corresponds to the legendary succession: Perseus, Electryon,

Alcmena, and Heracles, who was a contemporary of Eurystheus. Atreus was one generation later, a total of five
generations.

Perseus on Pegasus
The replacement of Bellerophon as the tamer and rider of Pegasus by the more familiar culture hero Perseus was not
simply an error of painters and poets of the Renaissance. The transition was a development of Classical times which
became the standard image during the Middle Ages and has been adopted by the European poets of the Renaissance
and later: Giovanni Boccaccio's Genealogia deorum gentilium libri (10.27) identifies Pegasus as the steed of
Perseus, and Pierre Corneille places Perseus upon Pegasus in Andromède.[30] Modern representations of this image
include sculptor Émile Louis Picault's 1888 sculpture, Pegasus.
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Modern uses of the theme and pop culture

Perseus saves Andromeda in this painting by
Edward Burne-Jones

In Hermann Melville's Moby-Dick, the narrator asserts that Perseus
was the first whaleman, when he killed Cetus to save Andromeda.[31]

Operatic treatments of the subject include Persée by Lully (1682) and
Persée et Andromède by Ibert (1921).

Chimera, the 1972 National Book Award-winning novel by John
Barth, includes a novella called Perseid that is an inventive,
postmodern retelling of the myth of Perseus.

In Rick Riordan's fantasy series Percy Jackson and the Olympians
(2005–2009), the protagonist Percy Jackson, a son of Poseidon, is
named after Perseus.

In film, the myth of Perseus was loosely adapted numerous times. The
first being the 1963 Italian film Perseus The Invincible (which was
dubbed and released to the U.S as Medusa Against The Son of Hercules
in 1964). The second was the 1981 fantasy/adventure film Clash of the
Titans, and the third was that film's 2010 remake Clash of the Titans,
which was followed by a sequel called Wrath of the Titans in 2012.

Perseus was also featured in comics. Outside of a comic book adaptation of the 1981 Clash of the Titans film
published by Western Publishing[32] and a graphic novel called Perseus: Destiny's Call published in 2012 by
Campfire Books,[33] the story of Perseus continued in a couple of comic book series from Bluewater Comics. The
first was the 2007 miniseries Wrath of the Titans,[34] (which also spawned a one-shot comic called Wrath of the
Titans: Cyclops),[35] while the second is the 2011 miniseries Wrath of the Titans: Revenge of Medusa.[36]

In Masami Kurumada's Saint Seiya comic book, which is inspired by Greek myths, the character Perseus Algol is
one of the warriors known as the Saints of Athena, and he wears an armor known as the Perseus Cloth, which
represents the mythological figure and also his constellation.

Argive genealogy in Greek mythology
Argive genealogy in Greek mythology

Inachus Melia

Zeus Io Phoroneus

Epaphus Memphis

Libya Poseidon

Belus Achiroe Agenor Telephassa

Danaus Pieria Aegyptus Cadmus Cilix Europa Phoenix

Hypermnestra Lynceus Harmonia Zeus

Polydorus Sarpedon
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Abas Agave Rhadamanthus

Autonoë

Acrisius Ino Minos

Zeus Danaë Semele Zeus

Perseus Dionysus
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Jason

Jason landing in Colchis - as depicted in a 17th
century painting.

Jason (Ancient Greek: Ἰάσων, Iásōn) was an ancient Greek
mythological hero who was famous for his role as the leader of the
Argonauts and their quest for the Golden Fleece. He was the son of
Aeson, the rightful king of Iolcos. He was married to the sorceress
Medea.

Jason appeared in various literature in the classical world of Greece
and Rome, including the epic poem Argonautica and tragedy, Medea.
In the modern world, Jason has emerged as a character in various
adaptations of his myths, such as the 1963 film Jason and the
Argonauts and the 2000 TV miniseries of the same name.

Jason has connections outside of the classical world, as he is seen as being the mythical founder of the city of
Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia.

Early years

Family
Jason's father is invariably Aeson, but there is great variation as to his mother's name. According to various authors,
she could be:
• Alcimede, daughter of Phylacus[1][2][3]

• Polymede,[4][5] or Polymele,[6][7] or Polypheme,[8] a daughter of Autolycus
• Amphinome[9]

• Theognete, daughter of Laodicus[8]

• Rhoeo[6]

• Arne or Scarphe[10]

Jason was also said to have had a younger brother Promachus[9] and a sister Hippolyte, who married Acastus[11] (see
Astydameia).

Prosecution by Pelias
Pelias (Aeson's half-brother) was very power-hungry, and he wished to gain dominion over all of Thessaly. Pelias
was the product of a union between their shared mother, Tyro ("high born Tyro") the daughter of Salmoneus, and
allegedly the sea god Poseidon. In a bitter feud, he overthrew Aeson (the rightful king), killing all the descendants of
Aeson that he could. He spared his half-brother for unknown reasons. Alcimede I (wife of Aeson) already had an
infant son named Jason whom she saved from being killed by Pelias, by having women cluster around the newborn
and cry as if he were still-born. Alcimede sent her son to the centaur Chiron for education, for fear that Pelias would
kill him — she claimed that she had been having an affair with him all along. Pelias, still fearful that he would one
day be overthrown, consulted an oracle which warned him to beware of a man with one sandal.
Many years later, Pelias was holding games in honor of the sea god and his alleged father, Poseidon, when Jason 
arrived in Iolcus and lost one of his sandals in the river Anauros ("wintry Anauros"), while helping an old woman to 
cross (the Goddess Hera in disguise). She blessed him for she knew, as goddesses do, what Pelias had up his sleeve. 
When Jason entered Iolcus (modern-day city of Volos), he was announced as a man wearing one sandal. Jason,
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knowing that he was the rightful king, told Pelias that and Pelias said, "To take my throne, which you shall, you must
go on a quest to find the Golden Fleece." Jason happily accepted the quest.

The Quest for the Golden Fleece

Jason bringing Pelias the Golden Fleece, Apulian red-figure
calyx krater, ca. 340 BC–330 BC, Louvre

Jason assembled a great group of heroes, known as the
Argonauts after their ship, the Argo. The group of heroes
included the Boreads (sons of Boreas, the North Wind) who
could fly, Heracles, Philoctetes, Peleus, Telamon, Orpheus,
Castor and Pollux, Atalanta, and Euphemus.

The Isle of Lemnos

The isle of Lemnos is situated off the Western coast of Asia
Minor (modern day Turkey). The island was inhabited by a
race of women who had killed their husbands. The women
had neglected their worship of Aphrodite, and as a
punishment the goddess made the women so foul in stench
that their husbands could not bear to be near them. The men
then took concubines from the Thracian mainland opposite,
and the spurned women, angry at Aphrodite, killed all the
male inhabitants while they slept. The king, Thoas, was
saved by Hypsipyle, his daughter, who put him out to sea
sealed in a chest from which he was later rescued. The
women of Lemnos lived for a while without men, with
Hypsipyle as their queen.

During the visit of the Argonauts the women mingled with
the men creating a new "race" called Minyae. Jason fathered twins with the queen. Heracles pressured them to leave
as he was disgusted by the antics of the Argonauts. He had not taken part, which is truly unusual considering the
numerous affairs he had with other women. [12]

Cyzicus

After Lemnos the Argonauts landed among the Doliones, whose king Cyzicus treated them graciously. He told them
about the land beyond Bear Mountain, but forgot to mention what lived there. What lived in the land beyond Bear
Mountain were the Gegeines which are a tribe of Earthborn giants with six arms and wore leather loincloths. While
most of the crew went into the forest to search for supplies, the Gegeines saw that a few Argonauts were guarding
the ship and raided it. Heracles was among those guarding the ship at the time and managed to kill most them until
Jason and the others returned. Once some of the other Gegeines were killed, Jason and the Argonauts set sail.

Sometime after their fight with the Gegeines, they sent some men to find food and water. Among these men was
Heracles' servant Hylas who was gathering water while Heracles was out finding some wood to carve a new oar to
replace the one that broke. The nymphs of the stream where Hylas was collecting were attracted to his good looks,
and pulled him into the stream. Heracles returned to his Labors, but Hylas was lost forever. Others say that Heracles
went to Colchis with the Argonauts, got the Golden Girdle of the Amazons and slew the Stymphalian Birds at that
time.
The Argonauts departed, losing their bearings and landing again at the same spot that night. In the darkness, the
Doliones took them for enemies and they started fighting each other. The Argonauts killed many of the Doliones,
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among them the king Cyzicus. Cyzicus' wife killed herself. The Argonauts realized their horrible mistake when dawn
came and held a funeral for him.

Phineas and the Harpies
Soon Jason reached the court of Phineus of Salmydessus in Thrace. Zeus had sent the Harpies to steal the food put
out for Phineas each day. Jason took pity on the emaciated king and killed the Harpies when they returned; in other
versions, Calais and Zetes chase the Harpies away. In return for this favor, Phineas revealed to Jason the location of
Colchis and how to pass the Symplegades, or The Clashing Rocks, and then they parted.

The Symplegades
The only way to reach Colchis was to sail through the Symplegades (Clashing Rocks), huge rock cliffs that came
together and crushed anything that traveled between them. Phineas told Jason to release a dove when they
approached these islands, and if the dove made it through, to row with all their might. If the dove was crushed, he
was doomed to fail. Jason released the dove as advised, which made it through, losing only a few tail feathers.
Seeing this, they rowed strongly and made it through with minor damage at the extreme stern of the ship. From that
time on, the clashing rocks were forever joined leaving free passage for others to pass.

The arrival in Colchis

Jason and the Snake

Jason arrived in Colchis (modern Black Sea coast of
Georgia) to claim the fleece as his own. It was owned
by King Aeetes of Colchis. The fleece was given to
him by Phrixus. Aeetes promised to give it to Jason
only if he could perform three certain tasks. Presented
with the tasks, Jason became discouraged and fell into
depression. However, Hera had persuaded Aphrodite to
convince her son Eros to make Aeetes's daughter,
Medea, fall in love with Jason. As a result, Medea
aided Jason in his tasks. First, Jason had to plow a field
with fire-breathing oxen, the Khalkotauroi, that he had
to yoke himself. Medea provided an ointment that
protected him from the oxen's flames. Then, Jason
sowed the teeth of a dragon into a field. The teeth
sprouted into an army of warriors. Medea had
previously warned Jason of this and told him how to
defeat this foe. Before they attacked him, he threw a
rock into the crowd. Unable to discover where the rock
had come from, the soldiers attacked and defeated one another. His last task was to overcome the sleepless dragon
which guarded the Golden Fleece. Jason sprayed the dragon with a potion, given by Medea, distilled from herbs. The
dragon fell asleep, and Jason was able to seize the Golden Fleece. He then sailed away with Medea. Medea distracted
her father, who chased them as they fled, by killing her brother Apsyrtus and throwing pieces of his body into the
sea; Aeetes stopped to gather them. In another version, Medea lured Apsyrtus into a trap. Jason killed him, chopped
off his fingers and toes, and buried the corpse. In any case, Jason and Medea escaped.
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The return journey
On the way back to Iolcus, Medea prophesied to Euphemus, the Argo's helmsman, that one day he would rule
Cyrene. This came true through Battus, a descendant of Euphemus. Zeus, as punishment for the slaughter of Medea's
own brother, sent a series of storms at the Argo and blew it off course. The Argo then spoke and said that they should
seek purification with Circe, a nymph living on the island of Aeaea. After being cleansed, they continued their
journey home.

Sirens
Chiron had told Jason that without the aid of Orpheus, the Argonauts would never be able to pass the Sirens — the
same Sirens encountered by Odysseus in Homer's epic poem the Odyssey. The Sirens lived on three small, rocky
islands called Sirenum scopuli and sang beautiful songs that enticed sailors to come to them, which resulted in the
crashing of their ship into the islands. When Orpheus heard their voices, he drew his lyre and played music that was
more beautiful and louder, drowning out the Sirens' bewitching songs.

Talos
The Argo then came to the island of Crete, guarded by the bronze man, Talos. As the ship approached, Talos hurled
huge stones at the ship, keeping it at bay. Talos had one blood vessel which went from his neck to his ankle, bound
shut by only one bronze nail (as in metal casting by the lost wax method). Medea cast a spell on Talos to calm him;
she removed the bronze nail and Talos bled to death. The Argo was then able to sail on.

Jason returns
Medea, using her sorcery, claimed to Pelias' daughters that she could make their father younger by chopping him up
into pieces and boiling the pieces in a cauldron of water and magical herbs. She demonstrated this remarkable feat
with a sheep, which leapt out of the cauldron as a lamb. The girls, rather naively, sliced and diced their father and put
him in the cauldron. Medea did not add the magical herbs, and Pelias was dead.
It should be noted that Thomas Bulfinch has an antecedent to the interaction of Medea and the daughters of Pelias.
Jason, celebrating his return with the Golden Fleece, noted that his father was too aged and infirm to participate in
the celebrations. He had seen and been served by Medea's magical powers. He asked Medea to take some years from
his life and add them to the life of his father. She did so, but at no such cost to Jason's life. Pelias' daughters saw this
and wanted the same service for their father. Pelias' son, Acastus, drove Jason and Medea into exile for the murder,
and the couple settled in Corinth.

Treachery of Jason
In Corinth, Jason became engaged to marry Creusa (sometimes referred to as Glauce), a daughter of the King of
Corinth, to strengthen his political ties. When Medea confronted Jason about the engagement and cited all the help
she had given him, he retorted that it was not she that he should thank, but Aphrodite who made Medea fall in love
with him. Infuriated with Jason for breaking his vow that he would be hers forever, Medea took her revenge by
presenting to Creusa a cursed dress, as a wedding gift, that stuck to her body and burned her to death as soon as she
put it on. Creusa's father, Creon, burned to death with his daughter as he tried to save her. Then Medea killed the two
boys that she bore to Jason, fearing that they would be murdered or enslaved as a result of their mother's actions.
When Jason came to know of this, Medea was already gone; she fled to Athens in a chariot sent by her grandfather,
the sun-god Helios.
Later Jason and Peleus, father of the hero Achilles, attacked and defeated Acastus, reclaiming the throne of Iolcus for
himself once more. Jason's son, Thessalus, then became king.
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As a result of breaking his vow to love Medea forever, Jason lost his favor with Hera and died lonely and unhappy.
He was asleep under the stern of the rotting Argo when it fell on him, killing him instantly.

In literature

Jason with the Golden Fleece, Bertel Thorvaldsen's
first masterpiece.

Though some of the episodes of Jason's story draw on ancient
material, the definitive telling, on which this account relies, is that of
Apollonius of Rhodes in his epic poem Argonautica, written in
Alexandria in the late 3rd century BC.

Another Argonautica was written by Gaius Valerius Flaccus in the
late 1st century AD, eight books in length. The poem ends abruptly
with the request of Medea to accompany Jason on his homeward
voyage. It is unclear if part of the epic poem has been lost, or if it
was never finished. A third version is the Argonautica Orphica,
which emphasizes the role of Orpheus in the story.

Jason is briefly mentioned in Dante's Divine Comedy in the poem
Inferno. He appears in the Canto XVIII. In it, he is seen by Dante
and his guide Virgil being punished in Hell's Eighth Circle (Bolgia
1) by being driven to march through the circle for all eternity while
being whipped by devils. He is included among the panderers and
seducers (possibly for his seduction and subsequent abandoning of
Medea).

The story of Medea's revenge on Jason is told with devastating effect
by Euripides in his tragedy Medea.

The mythical geography of the voyage of the Argonauts has been
connected to specific geographic locations by Livio Stecchini[13] but
his theories have not been widely adopted.

Popular culture

Jason appeared in the Hercules episode "Hercules and the Argonauts" voiced by William Shatner. He is shown to
have been a student of Philoctetes and takes his advice to let Hercules travel with him.

In The Heroes of Olympus story "The Lost Hero," there was a reference to the mythical Jason when Jason Grace and
his friends encounter Medea.

Notes
[1] Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 1. 45 ff, 233, 251 ff
[2] Hyginus, Fabulae, 3, 13, 14
[3] Valerius Flaccus, Argonautica, 1. 297
[4] Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca, 1. 9. 16
[5] Tzetzes on Lycophron, 175 & 872
[6] Tzetzes, Chiliades, 6. 979
[7] Scholia on Homer, Odyssey, 12. 69
[8] Scholia on Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 1. 45
[9] Diodorus Siculus, Library of History, 4. 50. 2
[10][10] Tzetzes on Lycophron, 872
[11] Scholia on Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica 1. 287
[12] Note: In "Hercules, My Shipmate" Robert Graves claims that Heracles fathered more children than anyone else of the crew.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hera
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Argo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bertel_Thorvaldsen
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AJas%C3%A3o_e_o_Velo_de_ouro_-_Bertel_Thorvaldsen_-_1803.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollonius_of_Rhodes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epic_poetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Argonautica
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alexandria
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gaius_Valerius_Flaccus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epic_poem
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dante_Alighieri
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Divine_Comedy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Inferno_%28Dante%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Virgil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Devil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Euripides
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Medea_%28play%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Livio_Catullo_Stecchini
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hercules_%281998_TV_series%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Shatner
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Heroes_of_Olympus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollonius_Rhodius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gaius_Valerius_Flaccus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pseudo-Apollodorus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tzetzes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lycophron
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scholia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odyssey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Diodorus_Siculus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollonius_Rhodius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_Graves


Jason 51

[13] The Voyage of the Argo (http:/ / www. metrum. org/ mapping/ argo. htm)
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Oedipus

Oedipus explains the riddle of the Sphinx, by Jean
Auguste Dominique Ingres, c. 1805

Oedipus (US   /ˈɛdɪpəs/ or UK /ˈiːdɪpəs/; Ancient Greek:
Οἰδίπους Oidípous meaning "swollen foot") was a mythical Greek
king of Thebes. He fulfilled a prophecy that said he would kill his
father and marry his mother, and thereby brought disaster on his
city and family. This legend has been retold in many versions, and
was used by Sigmund Freud to name the Oedipus complex.

Basics of the myth

There are many different versions of the legend of Oedipus due to
its oral tradition. Significant variations on the legend of Oedipus
are mentioned in fragments by several ancient Greek poets
including Homer, Hesiod, Pindar, Aeschylus and Euripides.
However, the most popular version of the legend comes from the
set of Theban plays by Sophocles: Oedipus the King, Oedipus at
Colonus, and Antigone.

Oedipus was the son of Laius and Jocasta, king and queen of
Thebes.

After having been married some time without children, Laius consulted the Oracle of Apollo at Delphi. The Oracle 
prophesied that any son born to Laius would kill him. In an attempt to prevent this prophecy's fulfillment, when
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Jocasta indeed bore a son, Laius had his ankles pinned together so that he could not crawl; Jocasta then gave the boy
to a servant to abandon ("expose") on the nearby mountain. However, rather than leave the child to die of exposure,
as Laius intended, the sympathetic servant passed the baby onto a shepherd from Corinth and then to another
shepherd.
Oedipus the infant eventually came to the house of Polybus, king of Corinth and his queen, Merope, who adopted
him as they were without children of their own. Little Oedipus/Oidipous was named after the swelling from the
injuries to his feet and ankles. The word "oedema" (British English) or "edema" (American English) is from this
same Greek word for swelling: οἴδημα, or oedēma.
After many years of being son of the king and queen of Corinth, Oedipus was told by a drunk that he had in fact been
adopted by them. Oedipus confronted his parents with the news, but they denied every word. Oedipus sent word for
the same Oracle in Delphi his birth parents consulted. The Oracle did not tell him he was son of the king and queen
of Thebes, but instead informed him he was destined to murder his father and marry his mother. In his attempt to
avoid the fate predicted by the Oracle, he decided to not return home to Corinth. Oedipus decided to travel all the
way to Thebes, as it was near Delphi.
As Oedipus traveled, he came to Davlia, where three roads crossed each other. There he encountered a chariot driven
by his birth-father, King Laius. They fought over who had the right to go first and Oedipus killed Laius in self
defense, unwittingly fulfilling part of the prophecy. The only witness of the King's death was a slave who fled from a
caravan of slaves also traveling on the road at the time.
Continuing his journey to Thebes, Oedipus encountered a Sphinx, who would stop all travelers to Thebes and ask
them a riddle. If the travelers were unable to answer her correctly, they would be killed and eaten; if they were
successful, they would be free to continue on their journey. The riddle was: "What walks on four feet in the morning,
two in the afternoon and three at night?". Oedipus answered: "Man: as an infant, he crawls on all fours; as an adult,
he walks on two legs and; in old age, he uses a 'walking' stick". Oedipus was the first to answer the riddle correctly
and, having heard Oedipus' answer, the Sphinx was astounded and inexplicably killed herself by throwing herself
into the sea, freeing Thebes from her harsh rule.
The people of Thebes gratefully appointed Oedipus as their king and gave him the recently widowed Queen Jocasta's
hand in marriage. The marriage of Oedipus to Jocasta fulfilled the rest of the prophecy. Oedipus and Jocasta had four
children: two sons, Eteocles and Polynices (see Seven Against Thebes), and two daughters, Antigone and Ismene.
Many years after the marriage of Oedipus and Jocasta, a plague of infertility struck the city of Thebes; crops no
longer grew on the fields and women did not bear children. Oedipus, in his hubris, asserted that he would end the
pestilence. He sent Creon, Jocasta's brother, to the Oracle at Delphi, seeking guidance. When Creon returned,
Oedipus heard that the murderer of the former King Laius must be found and either be killed or exiled. Creon also
suggested that they try to find the blind prophet, Tiresias. In a search for the identity of the killer, Oedipus followed
Creon's suggestion and sent for Tiresias, who warned him not to seek Laius' killer. In a heated exchange, Tiresias
was provoked into exposing Oedipus himself as the killer, and the fact that Oedipus was living in shame because he
did not know who his true parents were. Oedipus angrily blamed Creon for the false accusations, and the two
proceeded to argue fervently. Jocasta entered and tried to calm Oedipus by telling him the story of her first-born son
and his supposed death. Oedipus became nervous as he realized that he may have murdered Laius and so brought
about the plague. Suddenly, a messenger arrived from Corinth with the news that King Polybus had died. Oedipus
was relieved concerning the prophecy for it could no longer be fulfilled if Polybus, whom he considered his birth
father, was now dead.
Still, he knew that his mother was still alive and refused to attend the funeral at Corinth. To ease the tension, the 
messenger then said that Oedipus was, in fact, adopted. Jocasta, finally realizing that he was her son, begged him to 
stop his search for Laius' murderer. Oedipus misunderstood the motivation of her pleas, thinking that she was 
ashamed of him because he might have been born of a slave. Jocasta then went into the palace where she hanged 
herself. Oedipus sought verification of the messenger's story from the very same herdsman who was supposed to
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have left Oedipus to die as a baby. From the herdsman, Oedipus learned that the infant raised as the adopted son of
Polybus and Merope was the son of Laius and Jocasta. Thus, Oedipus finally realized in great agony that so many
years ago, at the place where the three roads met, he had killed his own father, King Laius, and subsequently married
his mother, Jocasta.
Events after the revelation depend on the source. In Sophocles' plays, Oedipus went in search of Jocasta and found
she had killed herself. Using the pin from a brooch he took off Jocasta's gown, Oedipus stabbed his own eyes out,
and was then exiled. His daughter Antigone acted as his guide as he wandered blindly through the country, finally
perishing at Colonus after being placed under the protection of Athens by King Theseus. However, in Euripides'
plays on the subject, Jocasta did not kill herself upon learning of Oedipus' birth, and Oedipus was blinded by a
servant of Laius. The blinding of Oedipus does not appear in sources earlier than Aeschylus. Some older sources of
the myth, including Homer, state that Oedipus continued to rule Thebes after the revelations and after Jocasta's
death.
Oedipus' two sons, Eteocles and Polynices, arranged to share the kingdom, each taking an alternating one-year reign.
However, Eteocles refused to cede his throne after his year as king. Polynices brought in an army to oust Eteocles
from his position and a battle ensued. At the end of the battle the brothers killed each other after which Jocasta's
brother, Creon, took the throne. He decided that Polynices was a "traitor," and should not be given burial rites.
Defying this edict, Antigone attempted to bury her brother. In Sophocles' Antigone, Creon had her buried in a rock
cavern for defying him, whereupon she hanged herself. However, in Euripides' lost version of the story, it appears
that Antigone survives.

5th century BC

Lekythos

Oedipus slaying the sphinx
Material Pottery, gold

Created 420BC-400BC

Period/culture Attic

Place Polis-tis-Chrysokhou, tomb, Cyprus

Present location Room 72, British Museum

Identification 1887,0801.46 [1]

Most writing on Oedipus comes from the 5th century BC, though the stories deal mostly with Oedipus' downfall.
Various details appear on how Oedipus rose to power.
Laius hears of a prophecy that his son will kill him.[2] Fearing the prophecy, Laius pierces Oedipus' feet and leaves 
him out to die, but a herdsman finds him and takes him away from Thebes.[3] Oedipus, not knowing he was adopted, 
leaves home in fear of the same prophecy that he will kill his father and marry his mother.[4] Laius, meanwhile,
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ventures out to find a solution to the Sphinx's riddle.[5] As prophesied, Oedipus crosses paths with Laius and this
leads to a fight where Oedipus slays Laius and most of his guards.[6] Oedipus then defeats the Sphinx by solving a
mysterious riddle to become king.[7] He marries the widow queen Jocasta not knowing she is his mother. A plague
falls on the people of Thebes. Upon discovery of the truth, Oedipus blinds himself and Jocasta hangs herself.[8] After
Oedipus is no longer king, Oedipus' sons kill each other.
Some differences with older stories emerge. The curse of the Oedipus' sons is expanded backward to include
Oedipus and his father, Laius. Oedipus now steps down from the throne instead of dying in battle. Additionally,
rather than his children being by a second wife, Oedipus' children are now by Jocasta.

Pindar's Second Olympian Ode
In the Second Olympians Ode Pindar wrote: Laius' tragic son, crossing his father's path, killed him and fulfilled the
oracle spoken of old at Pytho. And sharp-eyed Erinys saw and slew his warlike children at each other's hands. Yet
Thersandros survived fallen Polyneikes and won honor in youthful contests and the brunt of war, a scion of aid to
the house of Adrastos..[9]

Aeschylus' Oedipus trilogy
In 467 BC the Athenian playwright, Aeschylus, is known to have presented an entire trilogy based upon the Oedipus
myth, winning the first prize at the City Dionysia. The First play was Laius, the second was Oedipus, and the third
was Seven against Thebes. Only the third play survives, in which Oedipus' sons Eteocles and Polynices kill each
other warring over the throne. Much like his Oresteia, this trilogy would have detailed the tribulations of a House
over three successive generations. The satyr play that followed the trilogy was called the Sphinx.

Sophocles' Oedipus the King

As Sophocles' Oedipus the King begins, the people of Thebes are begging the king for help, begging him to discover
the cause of the plague. Oedipus stands before them and swears to find the root of their suffering and to end it. Just
then, Creon returns to Thebes from a visit to the oracle. Apollo has made it known that Thebes is harboring a terrible
abomination and that the plague will only be lifted when the true murderer of old King Laius is discovered and
punished for his crime. Oedipus swears to do this, not realizing of course that he himself is the abomination that he
has sworn to exorcise. The stark truth emerges slowly over the course of the play, as Oedipus clashes with the blind
seer Tiresias, who senses the truth. Oedipus remains in strict denial, though, becoming convinced that Tiresias is
somehow plotting with Creon to usurp the throne.
Realization begins to slowly dawn in Scene II of the play when Jocasta mentions out of hand that Laius was slain at
a place where three roads meet. This stirs something in Oedipus' memory and he suddenly remembers the men that
he fought and killed one day long ago at a place where three roads met. He realizes, horrified, that he might be the
man he's seeking. One household servant survived the attack and now lives out his old age in a frontier district of
Thebes. Oedipus sends immediately for the man to either confirm or deny his guilt. At the very worst, though, he
expects to find himself to be the unsuspecting murderer of a man unknown to him. The truth has not yet been made
clear.
The moment of epiphany comes late in the play. At the beginning of Scene III, Oedipus is still waiting for the 
servant to be brought into the city, when a messenger arrives from Corinth to declare the King Polybus is dead. 
Oedipus, when he hears this news is overwhelmed with relief, because he believed that Polybus was the father whom 
the oracle had destined him to murder, and he momentarily believes himself to have escaped fate. He tells this all to 
the present company, including the messenger, but the messenger knows that it is not true. He is the man who found 
Oedipus as a baby in the pass of Kithairon and gave him to King Polybus to raise. He reveals, furthermore that the 
servant who is being brought to the city as they speak is the very same man who took Oedipus up into the mountains 
as a baby. Jocasta realizes now all that has happened. She begs Oedipus not to pursue the matter further. He refuses,
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and she withdraws into the palace as the servant is arriving. The old man arrives, and it is clear at once that he knows
everything. At the behest of Oedipus, he tells it all.
Overwhelmed with the knowledge of all his crimes, Oedipus rushes into the palace, where he finds his mother, his
wife, dead by her own hand. Ripping a brooch from her dress, Oedipus blinds himself with it. Bleeding from the
eyes, he begs Creon, who has just arrived on the scene, to exile him forever from Thebes. Creon agrees to this
request, Oedipus begs to hold his two daughters Antigone and Ismene with his hands one more time to have their fill
of tears and Creon out of pity sends the girls in to see Oedipus one more time.

Sophocles' Oedipus at Colonus

Oedipus at Colonus

In Sophocles' Oedipus at Colonus, Oedipus becomes a wanderer,
pursued by Creon and his men. He finally finds refuge at the holy
wilderness right outside of Athens, where it is said that Theseus took
care of the two of them, Oedipus and his daughter, Antigone. Creon
eventually catches up to Oedipus. He asks Oedipus to come back from
Colonus to bless his son, Eteocles. Angry that his son did not love him
enough to take care of him, he curses both Eteocles and his brother,
condemning both to sudden deaths. Oedipus dies a peaceful death; his
grave is said to be sacred to the gods.

Sophocles' Antigone

In Sophocles' Antigone, when Oedipus stepped down as king of Thebes, he gave the kingdom to his two sons,
Eteocles and Polynices, both of whom agreed to alternate the throne every year. However, they showed no concern
for their father, who cursed them for their negligence. After the first year, Eteocles refused to step down and
Polynices attacked Thebes with his supporters (as portrayed in the Seven Against Thebes by Aeschylus and the
Phoenician Women by Euripides). Both brothers died in the battle. King Creon, who ascended to the throne of
Thebes, decreed that Polynices was not to be buried. Antigone, Polynices' sister, defied the order, but was caught.
Creon decreed that she was to be put into a stone box in the ground, this in spite of her betrothal to his son Haemon.
Antigone's sister, Ismene, then declared she had aided Antigone and wanted the same fate, but Creon eventually
declined executing her. The gods, through the blind prophet Tiresias, expressed their disapproval of Creon's decision,
which convinced him to rescind his order, and he went to bury Polynices himself. However, Antigone had already
hanged herself in her tomb, rather than suffering the slow death of being buried alive. When Creon arrived at the
tomb where she had been interred, his son Haemon attacked him upon seeing the body of his deceased fiancée, but
failing to kill Creon he killed himself. When Creon's wife, Eurydice, was informed of the death of Haemon, she too
took her own life.

Euripides' Phoenissae, Chrysippus and Oedipus

In the beginning of Euripides' Phoenissae, Jocasta recalls the story of Oedipus. Generally, the play weaves together
the plots of the Seven Against Thebes and Antigone. The play differs from the other tales in two major respects. First,
it describes in detail why Laius and Oedipus had a feud: Laius ordered Oedipus out of the road so his chariot could
pass, but proud Oedipus refused to move. Second, in the play Jocasta has not killed herself at the discovery of her
incest - otherwise she could not play the prologue, for fathomable reasons - nor has Oedipus fled into exile, but they
have stayed in Thebes only to delay their doom until the fatal duel of their sons/brothers/nephews Eteocles and
Polynices: Jocasta commits suicide over the two men's dead bodies, and Antigone follows Oedipus into exile.
In Chrysippus, Euripides develops backstory on the curse: Laius' "sin" was to have kidnapped Chrysippus, Pelops' 
son, in order to violate him, and this caused the gods' revenge on all his family - boy-loving having been so far an
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exclusive of the gods themselves, unknown to mortals.
Euripides wrote also an Oedipus, of which only a few fragments survive.[10] The first line of the prologue recalled
Laius' hubristic action of conceiving a son against Apollo's command. At some point in the action of the play, a
character engaged in a lengthy and detailed description of the Sphinx and her riddle - preserved in five fragments
from Oxyrhynchus, P.Oxy. 2459 (published by Eric Gardner Turner in 1962).[11] The tragedy featured also many
moral maxims on the theme of marriage, preserved in the Anthologion of Stobaeus. The most striking lines,
however, state that in this play Oedipus was blinded by Laius' attendants, and that this happened before his identity
as Laius' son had been discovered, therefore marking important differences with the Sophoclean treatment of the
myth, which is now regarded as the 'standard' version. Many attempts have been made to reconstruct the plot of the
play, but none of them is more than hypothetical, because of the scanty remains that survive from its text and of the
total absence of ancient descriptions or résumés - though it has been suggested that a part of Hyginus' narration of
the Oedipus myth might in fact derive from Euripides' play. Some echoes of the Euripidean Oedipus have been
traced also in a scene of Seneca's Oedipus (see below), in which Oedipus himself describes to Jocasta his adventure
with the Sphinx.[12]

Other playwrights
At least three other 5th century BC authors who were younger than Sophocles wrote plays about Oedipus. These
include Achaeus of Eretria, Nichomachus and the elder Xenocles.[13]

Later additions
The Bibliotheca, a Roman-era mythological handbook, includes a riddle for the Sphinx, borrowing the poetry of
Hesiod:
What is that which has one voice and yet becomes four-footed and two-footed and three-footed?[14]

Later addition to Aeschylus' Seven against Thebes

Due to the popularity of Sophocles's Antigone (c. 442 BC), the ending (lines 1005-78) of Seven against Thebes was
added some fifty years after Aeschylus' death.[15] Whereas the play (and the trilogy of which it is the last play) was
meant to end with somber mourning for the dead brothers, the spurious ending features a herald announcing the
prohibition against burying Polyneices, and Antigone's declaration that she will defy that edict

Oedipus in post-Classical literature
Oedipus was a figure who was also used in the Latin literature of ancient Rome. Julius Caesar wrote a play on
Oedipus, but it has not survived into modern times.[16] Ovid included Oedipus in Metamorphoses, but only as the
person who defeated the Sphinx. He makes no mention of Oedipus' troubled experiences with his father and mother.
Seneca the Younger wrote his own play on the story of Oedipus in the first century AD. It differs in significant ways
from the work of Sophocles.
Seneca's play on the myth was intended to be recited at private gatherings and not actually performed. It has however
been successfully staged since the Renaissance. It was adapted by John Dryden in his very successful heroic drama
Oedipus, licensed in 1678. The 1718 Oedipus was also the first play written by Voltaire. A version of Oedipus by
Frank McGuinness was performed at the National Theatre in late 2008, starring Ralph Fiennes and Claire Higgins.
In 1960, Immanuel Velikovsky (1895–1979) published a book called Oedipus and Akhnaton which made a 
comparison between the stories of the legendary Greek figure, Oedipus, and the historic Egyptian King of Thebes, 
Akhnaton. The book is presented as a thesis that combines with Velikovsky's series Ages in Chaos, concluding 
through his revision of Egyptian history that the Greeks who wrote the tragedy of Oedipus may have penned it in 
likeness of the life and story of Akhnaton, because in the revision Akhnaton would have lived much closer to the
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time when the legend first surfaced in Greece, providing an historical basis for the story. Each of the major
characters in the Greek story are identified with the people involved in Akhnaton's family and court, and some
interesting parallels are drawn.

Oedipus or Oedipais?
It has been suggested by some that in the earliest Ur-myth of the hero, he was called Oedipais: "child of the swollen
sea."[17] He was so named because of the method by which his birth parents tried to abandon him—by placing him in
a chest and tossing it into the ocean. The mythic topos of forsaking a child to the sea or a river is well attested, found
(e.g.) in the myths of Perseus, Telephus, Dionysus, Romulus and Remus and Moses.[18] Over the centuries, however,
Oedipais seems to have been corrupted into the familiar Oedipus: "swollen foot." And it was this new name that
might have inspired the addition of a bizarre element to the story of Oedipus' abandonment on Mt. Cithaeron.
Exposure on a mountain was in fact a common method of child abandonment in Ancient Greece. The binding of
baby Oedipus' ankles, however, is unique; it can thus be argued that the ankle-binding was inelegantly grafted onto
the Oedipus myth simply to explain his new name.

The Oedipus complex
Sigmund Freud used the name The Oedipus complex to explain the origin of certain neuroses in childhood. It is
defined as a male child's unconscious desire for the exclusive love of his mother. This desire includes jealousy
towards the father and the unconscious wish for that parent's death, as well as the unconscious desire for sexual
intercourse with the mother. Oedipus himself, as portrayed in the myth, did not suffer from this neurosis – at least,
not towards Jocasta, whom he only met as an adult (if anything, such feelings would have been directed at Merope –
but there is no hint of that). Freud reasoned that the ancient Greek audience, which heard the story told or saw the
plays based on it, did know that Oedipus was actually killing his father and marrying his mother; the story being
continually told and played therefore reflected a preoccupation with the theme. [19]

The term oedipism is used in medicine for serious self inflicted eye injury, an extremely rare form of severe
self-harm.
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Orpheus

Roman mosaic depicting Orpheus, wearing a Phrygian cap and surrounded by the
beasts charmed by the music of his lyre.

Orpheus (   /ˈɔrfiːəs/ or /ˈɔrfjuːs/; Ancient
Greek: Ὀρφεύς) was a legendary musician,
poet, and prophet in ancient Greek religion
and myth. The major stories about him are
centered on his ability to charm all living
things and even stones with his music, his
attempt to retrieve his wife, Eurydice, from
the underworld, and his death at the hands
of those who could not hear his divine
music. As an archetype of the inspired
singer, Orpheus is one of the most
significant figures in the reception of
classical mythology in Western culture,
portrayed or alluded to in countless forms of
art and popular culture including poetry,
opera, and painting.[1]

For the Greeks, Orpheus was a founder and
prophet of the so-called "Orphic" mysteries.
He was credited with the composition of the
Orphic Hymns, a collection of which
survives.[2] Shrines containing purported
relics of Orpheus were regarded as oracles.
Some ancient Greek sources note Orpheus's Thracian origins.[3]
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Background

Orpheus (left, with lyre) among the Thracians,
from an Attic red-figure [bell-krater (ca. 440

BC)[4]

The earliest literary reference to Orpheus is a two-word fragment of the
sixth-century BCE lyric poet Ibycus: onomaklyton Orphēn ("Orpheus
famous-of-name"). He is not mentioned in Homer or Hesiod.[5] Most
ancient sources accept his historical existence; Aristotle is an
exception.[6]

Pindar calls Orpheus "the father of songs"[7] and identifies him as a son
of the Thracian king Oeagrus[8] and the Muse Calliope:[9] but as Karl
Kerenyi observes, "in the popular mind he was more closely linked to
the community of his disciples and adherents than with any particular
race or family".[10]

Greeks of the Classical age venerated Orpheus as the greatest of all
poets and musicians: it was said that while Hermes had invented the

lyre, Orpheus perfected it. Poets such as Simonides of Ceos said that Orpheus' music and singing could charm the
birds, fish and wild beasts, coax the trees and rocks into dance,[11] and divert the course of rivers. He was one of the
handful of Greek heroes[12] to visit the Underworld and return; his music and song even had power over Hades.

Some sources credit Orpheus with further gifts to mankind: medicine, which is more usually under the aegis of
Aesculapius; writing,[13] which is usually credited to Cadmus; and agriculture, where Orpheus assumes the
Eleusinian role of Triptolemus as giver of Demeter's knowledge to mankind. Orpheus was an augur and seer;
practiced magical arts and astrology, founded cults to Apollo and Dionysus[14] and prescribed the mystery rites
preserved in Orphic texts. In addition, Pindar and Apollonius of Rhodes[15] place Orpheus as the harpist and
companion of Jason and the Argonauts. Orpheus had a brother named Linus who went to Thebes and became a
Theban.[16]

Strabo[17] (64 BC – c. AD 24) presents Orpheus as a mortal, who lived and died in a village close to Olympus.
"Some, of course, received him willingly, but others, since they suspected a plot and violence, combined against him
and killed him." He made money as a musician and "wizard" – Strabo uses agurteuonta (αγυρτεύοντα),[18] also
used by Sophocles in Oedipus Tyrannus to characterize Teiresias as a trickster with an excessive desire for
possessions. Agurtēs (αγύρτης) most often meant charlatan[19] and always had a negative connotation. Pausanias
writes of an unnamed Egyptian who considered Orpheus a magician (mageuse (μάγευσε).[20]
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Mythology

Important sites in the life and travels of Orpheus

Early life

According to Apollodorus[21] and a
fragment of Pindar,[22] Orpheus's
father was Oeagrus, a Thracian king;
or, according to another version of the
story, the god Apollo. His mother was
the muse Calliope; or, a daughter of
Pierus,[23] son of Makednos. His
birthplace and place of residence was
in Pimpleia,[24][25][26] Olympus. In
Argonautica the location of Oeagrus
and Calliope's wedding is close to
Pimpleia,[27] near Olympus.[28][29]

While living with his mother and her
eight beautiful sisters in Parnassus,[30]

he met Apollo, who was courting the
laughing muse Thalia. Apollo, as the
god of music, gave Orpheus a golden
lyre and taught him to play it. Orpheus's mother taught him to make verses for singing. Strabo mentions that he lived
in Pimpleia.[28] He is also said to have studied in Egypt.[31]

Orpheus is said to have established the worship of Hecate in Aegina.[32] In Laconia Orpheus is said to have brought
the worship of Demeter Chthonia[33] and that of the Kores Sōteiras (Greek,Κόρες Σωτείρας) savior maid.[34] Also in
Taygetus a wooden image of Orpheus was said to have been kept by Pelasgians in the sanctuary of the Eleusinian
Demeter.[35]

Travelling as an Argonaut
The Argonautica (Greek: Ἀργοναυτικά) is a Greek epic poem written by Apollonius Rhodius in the 3rd century BC.
Orpheus took part in this adventure and used his skills to aid his companions. Chiron told Jason that without the aid
of Orpheus, the Argonauts would never be able to pass the Sirens—the same Sirens encountered by Odysseus in
Homer's epic poem the Odyssey. The Sirens lived on three small, rocky islands called Sirenum scopuli and sang
beautiful songs that enticed sailors to come to them, which resulted in the crashing of their ships into the islands.
When Orpheus heard their voices, he drew his lyre and played music that was louder and more beautiful, drowning
out the Sirens' bewitching songs.
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Death of Eurydice

Orpheus with the lyre and surrounded by beasts
(Byzantine & Christian Museum, Athens)

The most famous story in which Orpheus figures is that of his wife
Eurydice (sometimes referred to as Euridice and also known as
Agriope). While walking among her people, the Cicones, in tall grass
at her wedding, Eurydice was set upon by a satyr. In her efforts to
escape the satyr, Eurydice fell into a nest of vipers and suffered a fatal
bite on her heel. Her body was discovered by Orpheus who, overcome
with grief, played such sad and mournful songs that all the nymphs and
gods wept. On their advice, Orpheus travelled to the underworld and
by his music softened the hearts of Hades and Persephone (he was the
only person ever to do so), who agreed to allow Eurydice to return with
him to earth on one condition: he should walk in front of her and not
look back until they both had reached the upper world. He set off with
Eurydice following, and, in his anxiety, as soon as he reached the
upper world, he turned to look at her, forgetting that both needed to be
in the upper world, and she vanished for the second time, but now
forever.

The story in this form belongs to the time of Virgil, who first
introduces the name of Aristaeus (by the time of Virgil's Georgics, the
myth has Aristaeus chasing Eurydice when she was bitten by a serpent)
and the tragic outcome.[36] Other ancient writers, however, speak of Orpheus's visit to the underworld in a more
negative light; according to Phaedrus in Plato's Symposium,[37] the infernal gods only "presented an apparition" of
Eurydice to him. Ovid says that Eurydice's death was not caused by fleeing from Aristaeus but by dancing with
naiads on her wedding day. In fact, Plato's representation of Orpheus is that of a coward, as instead of choosing to
die in order to be with the one he loved, he instead mocked the gods by trying to go to Hades and get her back alive.
Since his love was not "true"—he did not want to die for love—he was actually punished by the gods, first by giving
him only the apparition of his former wife in the underworld, and then by being killed by women.

The story of Eurydice may actually be a late addition to the Orpheus myths. In particular, the name Eurudike ("she
whose justice extends widely") recalls cult-titles attached to Persephone. The myth may have been derived from
another Orpheus legend, in which he travels to Tartarus and charms the goddess Hecate.[38]

This story also led to the composition of the song, "Minuet and the Dance of the Blessed Spirits", from Orfeo ed
Euridice.
Orpheus' descent to the Underworld is paralleled in other versions of a worldwide theme: the Japanese myth of
Izanagi and Izanami, the Akkadian/Sumerian myth of Inanna's Descent to the Underworld, and Mayan myth of Ix
Chel and Itzamna. The Nez Perce tell a story about the trickster figure, Coyote, that shares many similarities with the
story of Orpheus and Eurydice.[39] This is but one theme present in a larger "North American Orpheus Tradition" in
American Indian oral tradition.[40] The myth theme of not looking back, an essential precaution in Jason's raising of
chthonic Brimo Hekate under Medea's guidance,[41] is reflected in the Biblical story of Lot's wife when escaping
from Sodom. More directly, the story of Orpheus is similar to the ancient Greek tales of Persephone captured by
Hades and similar stories of Adonis captive in the underworld. However, the developed form of the Orpheus myth
was entwined with the Orphic mystery cults and, later in Rome, with the development of Mithraism and the cult of
Sol Invictus.
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Death

Thracian Girl Carrying the Head of Orpheus on His Lyre by
Gustave Moreau (1865)

According to a Late Antique summary of Aeschylus's lost
play Bassarids, Orpheus at the end of his life disdained the
worship of all gods save the sun, whom he called Apollo.
One early morning he went to the oracle of Dionysus at
Mount Pangaion[42] to salute his god at dawn, but was
ripped to shreds by Thracian Maenads for not honoring his
previous patron (Dionysus) and buried in Pieria.[14] Here
his death is analogous with the death of Pentheus. For this
reason it is sometimes speculated that the Orphic mystery
cult regarded Orpheus as a parallel figure to or even an
incarnation of Dionysus himself,[43] due to their many
parallels, such as their similar journeys into Hades and
identical deaths (in the case of Dionysus Zagreus [44]). A
view supported by the conjectured Thracian belief that
their kings were regarded as the incarnations of Dionysus
[45] which would have included King Oeagrus, and his heir
Orpheus, as well as the foundation or reform of the
Dionysian Mysteries by Orpheus. But this remains
controversial. Pausanias writes that Orpheus was buried in
Dion and that he met his death there.[46] He writes that the
river Helicon sank underground when the women that
killed Orpheus tried to wash off their blood-stained hands
in its waters.[47]

Ovid also recounts that the Ciconian[48] women, Dionysus'
followers, spurned by Orpheus, who had forsworn the love
of women after the death of Eurydice and had taken only youths as his lovers,[49] first threw sticks and stones at him
as he played, but his music was so beautiful even the rocks and branches refused to hit him. Enraged, the women tore
him to pieces during the frenzy of their Bacchic orgies.[50] Medieval folkore put additional spin on the story: in
Albrecht Dürer's drawing of Orpheus' death, a ribbon high in the tree above him is lettered Orfeus der erst puseran
("Orpheus, the first sodomite") an interpretation of the passage in Ovid where Orpheus is said to have been "the first
of the Thracian people to transfer his love to young boys."[51]

The cave of Orpheus' oracle in Antissa, Lesbos.

His head and lyre, still singing mournful songs, floated down the swift
Hebrus to the Mediterranean shore. There, the winds and waves carried
them on to the Lesbos[52] shore, where the inhabitants buried his head
and a shrine was built in his honour near Antissa;[53] there his oracle
prophesied, until it was silenced by Apollo.[54]

The lyre was carried to heaven by the Muses, and was placed among
the stars. The Muses also gathered up the fragments of his body and
buried them at Leibethra[55] below Mount Olympus, where the
nightingales sang over his grave. After the river Sys flooded[56]

Leibethra, the Macedonians took his bones to Dion. Orpheus' soul
returned to the underworld where he was reunited at last with his beloved Eurydice.

Another legend places his tomb at Dion,[42] near Pydna in Macedon. In another version of the myth, Orpheus travels 
to Aornum in Thesprotia, Epirus to an old oracle for the dead. In the end Orpheus commits suicide from his grief

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gustave_Moreau
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AHead_of_Orpheus.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Late_Antique
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeschylus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dionysus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mount_Pangaion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Maenad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dionysus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pieria_%28prefecture%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pentheus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias_%28geographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helicon_%28river%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ovid
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ciconian
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eromenos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Albrecht_D%C3%BCrer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sodomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antissa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lesbos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AOrpheus%27_oracle.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hebrus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lesbos_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antissa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lyre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Muses
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leibethra
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mount_Olympus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nightingale
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sys
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dion%2C_Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pydna
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Macedon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aornum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thesprotia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epirus


Orpheus 63

unable to find Eurydice.[57]

Another account relates that he was struck with lightning by Zeus for having revealed the mysteries of the gods to
men.[58]

Orphic poems and rites

Nymphs Finding the Head of
Orpheus, by John William

Waterhouse

A number of Greek religious poems in hexameters were attributed to Orpheus, as
they were to similar miracle-working figures, like Bakis, Musaeus, Abaris,
Aristeas, Epimenides, and the Sibyl. Of this vast literature, only two examples
survived whole: a set of hymns composed at some point in the second or third
century AD, and an Orphic Argonautica composed somewhere between the
fourth and sixth centuries AD. Earlier Orphic literature, which may date back as
far as the sixth century BC, survives only in papyrus fragments or in quotations.
Some of the earliest fragments may have been composed by Onomacritus.[59]

In addition to serving as a storehouse of mythological data along the lines of
Hesiod's Theogony, Orphic poetry was recited in mystery-rites and purification
rituals. Plato in particular tells of a class of vagrant beggar-priests who would go
about offering purifications to the rich, a clatter of books by Orpheus and
Musaeus in tow (Republic 364c-d). Those who were especially devoted to these
ritual and poems often practiced vegetarianism and abstention from sex, and
refrained from eating eggs and beans — which came to be known as the
Orphikos bios, or "Orphic way of life".[60]

The Derveni papyrus, found in Derveni, Macedonia (Greece) in 1962, contains a philosophical treatise that is an
allegorical commentary on an Orphic poem in hexameters, a theogony concerning the birth of the gods, produced in
the circle of the philosopher Anaxagoras, written in the second half of the fifth century BC. Fragments of the poem
are quoted making it "the most important new piece of evidence about Greek philosophy and religion to come to
light since the Renaissance".[61] The papyrus dates to around 340 BC, during the reign of Philip II of Macedon,
making it Europe's oldest surviving manuscript. The historian William Mitford wrote in 1784 that the very earliest
form of a higher and cohesive ancient Greek religion was manifest in the Orphic poems.[62]

W.K.C. Guthrie wrote that Orpheus was the founder of mystery religions and the first to reveal to men the meanings
of the initiation rites.[63]

Etymology
Several etymologies for the name Orpheus have been proposed. A probable suggestion is that it is derived from a
hypothetical PIE verb *orbhao-, "to be deprived", from PIE *orbh-, "to put asunder, separate". Cognates would
include Greek orphe, "darkness",[64] and Greek orphanos,[65] "fatherless, orphan", from which comes English
"orphan" by way of Latin. Orpheus would therefore be semantically close to goao,[64] "to lament, sing wildly, cast a
spell", uniting his seemingly disparate roles as disappointed lover, transgressive musician and mystery-priest into a
single lexical whole. The word "orphic" is defined as mystic, fascinating and entrancing, and, probably, because of
the oracle of Orpheus, "orphic" can also signify "oracular".[66] Fulgentius, a mythographer of the late 5th to early 6th
century AD, gave the unlikely etymology meaning "best voice," "Oraia-phonos".[67]
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Post-Classical Interpretations
The Orpheus motif has permeated Western culture and has been used as a theme in all art forms. Examples include
the Breton Lais Sir Orfeo from the early 13th Century or the musical interpretations by Claudio Monteverdi L'Orfeo
(1607) and Christoph Willibald Gluck´s Opera Orfeo ed Euridice (1762). Other modern adaptations include Dino
Buzzati's graphic novel Poem Strip, a modified take on the character Orpheus in Neil Gaiman's Sandman and Peter
Blegvad and Andy Partridge's music and spoken-word recording Orpheus the Lowdown. Composer Judge Smith
based his most recent Songstory on the ancient myth of Orpheus. The 13th studio album of the alternative rock band
Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds is called Abattoir Blues/The Lyre of Orpheus, with the initial song of the latter album
based around a satirical reworking of the legend, viewed from a more modern male/female perspective. Vinicius de
Moraes' play Orfeu da Conceição, later adapted by Marcel Camus in the 1959 film Black Orpheus, tells the story in
the modern context of a favela in Rio de Janeiro during the Carnaval.
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was an oracle of the dead. He thought, they say, that the soul of Eurydice followed him, but turning round he lost
her, and committed suicide for grief. The Thracians say that such nightingales as nest on the grave of Orpheus sing
more sweetly and louder than others.
[58] Diogenes Laertius, Lives and Opinions of Eminent Philosophers, Introduction 4 (http:/ / classicpersuasion. org/ pw/ diogenes/ dlintro. htm);

Encyclopædia Britannica - 1911 Edition, Orpheus (http:/ / www. 1911encyclopedia. org/ Orpheus)
[59] Kathleen freeman, Ancilla to the Pre-Socratic Philosophers (http:/ / books. google. ie/ books?id=ASijqFryr5IC), Harvard University Press

(1948), p. 1.
[60][60] Moore, p. 56 says that "the use of eggs and beans was forbidden, for these articles were associated with the worship of the dead".
[61] Richard Janko, Bryn Mawr Classical Review, (2006) of K. Tsantsanoglou, G.M. Parássoglou, T. Kouremenos (editors), 2006. The Derveni

Papyrus (http:/ / ccat. sas. upenn. edu/ bmcr/ 2006/ 2006-10-29. html) (Florence: Olschki) series "Studi e testi per il "Corpus dei papiri
filosofici greci e latini", vol. 13).

[62] Mitford, p.89: "But the very early inhabitants of Greece had a religion far less degenerated from original purity. To this curious and
interesting fact, abundant testimonies remain. They occur in those poems, of uncertain origin and uncertain date, but unquestionably of great
antiquity, which are called the poems of Orpheus or rather the Orphic poems [particularly in the Hymn to Jupiter, quoted by Aristotle in the
seventh chapter of his Treatise on the World: Ζευς πρωτος γενετο, Ζευς υςατος, x. τ. ε]; and they are found scattered among the writings of
the philosophers and historians." The idea of a religion "degenerated from original purity" expressed an Enlightenment idealisation of an
assumed primitive state that is one connotation of "primitivism" in the history of ideas.

[63] Guthrie, pp.17-18. "As founder of mystery-religions, Orpheus was first to reveal to men the meaning of the rites of initiation (teletai). We
read of this in both Plato and Aristophanes (Aristophanes, Frogs, 1032; Plato, Republic, 364e, a passage which suggests that literary authority
was made to take the responsibility for the rites)". Guthrie goes on to write about "This less worthy but certainly popular side of Orphism is
represented for us again by the charms or incantations of Orpheus which we may also read of as early as the fifth century. Our authority is
Euripides. We have already noticed the 'charm on the Thracian tablets' in the Alcestis and in Cyclops one of the lazy and frightened Satyrs,
unwilling to help Odysseus in the task of driving the burning stake into the single eye of the giant, exclaims: 'But I know a spell of Orpheus, a
fine one, which will make the brand step up of its own accord to burn this one-eyed son of Earth' (Euripides, Cyclops 646 = Kern, test. 83).".

[64][64] Archetypal Imagination: Glimpses of the Gods in Life and Art by Noel Cobb, ISBN 0-940262-47-9, page 240
[65][65] Myth and the polis by Dora Carlisky, ISBN 0-8014-2473-9, page 46
[66][66] Macmillan Dictionary for Students by Ltd. Pan Macmillan, ISBN 0-02-761560-X, page 711
[67][67] Classical Mythology in English Literature: A Critical Anthology by Geoffrey Miles, ISBN 0-415-14755-7, 1999, page 57
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Asclepius

Asclepius

Asclepius with his serpent-entwined staff[1]

God of medicine, healing, rejuvenation and physicians

Symbol A serpent-entwined staff

Consort Epione

Parents Apollo and Coronis

Children Hygieia, Iaso, Aceso, Meditrina, and Panacea

Asclepius (   /æsˈkliːpiəs/; Greek: Ἀσκληπιός Asklēpiós Greek pronunciation: [asklɛːpiós]; Latin Aesculapius) is the
god of medicine and healing in ancient Greek religion. Asclepius represents the healing aspect of the medical arts;
his daughters are Hygieia ("Hygiene", the goddess/personification of health, cleanliness, and sanitation), Iaso (the
goddess of recuperation from illness), Aceso (the goddess of the healing process), Aglæa/Ægle (the goddess of
beauty, splendor, glory, magnificence, and adornment), and Panacea (the goddess of universal remedy). He was
associated with the Roman/Etruscan god Vediovis. He was one of Apollo's sons, sharing with Apollo the epithet
Paean ("the Healer").[2] The rod of Asclepius, a snake-entwined staff, remains a symbol of medicine today.

Etymology
The etymology of the name is unknown. In his revised version of Frisk's Griechisches etymologisches Wörterbuch
(Greek etymological dictionary), R.S.P. Beekes gives this summary of the different attempts:

"H. Grégoire (with R. Goossens and M. Mathieu) in Asklépios, Apollon Smintheus et Rudra 1949 (Mém. Acad.
Roy. de Belgique. Cl. d. lettres. 2. sér. 45), explains the name as 'the mole-hero', connecting σκάλοψ,
ἀσπάλαξ 'mole' and refers to the resemblance of the Tholos in Epidauros and the building of a mole. (Thus
Puhvel, Comp. Mythol. 1987, 135.) But the variants of Asklepios and those of the word for 'mole' do not agree.
The name is typical for Pre-Greek words; apart from minor variations (β for π, αλ(α) for λα) we find α/αι (a
well known variation; Fur. 335 - 339) followed by -γλαπ- or -σκλαπ-/-σχλαπ/β-, i.e. a voiced velar (without
-σ-) or a voiceless velar (or an aspirated one: we know that there was no distinction between the three in the
substr. language) with a -σ-. I think that the -σ- renders an original affricate, which (prob. as δ) was lost before
the -γ- (in Greek the group -σγ- is rare, and certainly before another consonant); Beekes Pre-Greek [3].
Szemerényi's etymology (JHS 94, 1974, 155) from Hitt. assula(a)- 'well-being' and piya- 'give' cannot be
correct, as it does not explain the velar."[4]

One might add that even though Szemerényi's etymology (Hitt. asula- + piya-) does not account for the velar, it is
perhaps inserted spontaneously in Greek due to the fact that the cluster -sl- was uncommon in Greek: So, *Aslāpios
would become Asklāpios automatically.
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Mythology

Birth
He was the son of Apollo and Coronis. His mother was killed for being unfaithful to Apollo and was laid out on a
funeral pyre to be consumed, but the unborn child was rescued from her womb. Or, alternatively, his mother died in
labor and was laid out on the pyre to be consumed, but his father rescued the child, cutting him from her womb.
From this he received the name Asklepios, "to cut open."[5] Apollo carried the baby to the centaur Chiron who raised
Asclepius and instructed him in the art of medicine.[6]

Wives and offspring

Asclepios with his daughter Hygieia

Asclepios was married to Epione, with whom he had six
daughters: Hygieia, Meditrina (the serpent-bearer), Panacea,
Aceso, Iaso, and Aglaea,[7][8] and three sons: Machaon,
Podaleirios and Telesphoros. He also sired a son, Aratus, with
Aristodama. The names of his daughters each rather transparently
reflect a certain subset of the overall theme of "good
health".[8][9][10][11][12][13][14]

At some point, Asclepius was among those who took part in the
Calydonian Boar hunt.

Death

Zeus killed Asclepius with a thunderbolt because he raised
Hippolytus from the dead and accepted gold for it.[15] Other stories
say that Asclepius was killed because after bringing people back
from the dead, Hades thought that no more dead spirits would
come to the underworld, so he asked his brother Zeus to remove
him. This angered Apollo who in turn murdered the Cyclopes who had made the thunderbolts for Zeus.[16] For this
act, Zeus suspended Apollo from the night sky[17] and commanded Apollo to serve Admetus, King of Thessaly for a
year. Once the year had passed, Zeus brought Apollo back to Mount Olympus and revived the Cyclopes that made
his thunderbolts.[14][18] After Asclepius' death, Zeus placed his body among the stars as the constellation Ophiuchus
("the Serpent Holder").[19]

Some sources also stated that Asclepius was later resurrected as a god by Zeus to prevent any further feuds with
Apollo.

Sacred places and practices
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Greek deities
series

Primordial deities

Titans and Olympians

Aquatic deities

Chthonic deities

Personified concepts

Other deities

•• Anemoi
•• Asclepius
•• Iris
•• Leto

•• Muses
• Nymphes
•• Pan
•• Psyche

The most famous temple of Asclepius was at Epidaurus in north-eastern
Peloponnese. Another famous healing temple (or asclepieion) was located on the
island of Kos, where Hippocrates, the legendary "father of medicine", may have
begun his career. Other asclepieia were situated in Trikala, Gortys (in Arcadia), and
Pergamum in Asia.

In honor of Asclepius, a particular type of non-venomous snake was often used in
healing rituals, and these snakes — the Aesculapian Snakes — crawled around
freely on the floor in dormitories where the sick and injured slept. These snakes
were introduced at the founding of each new temple of Asclepius throughout the
classical world. From about 300 BC onwards, the cult of Asclepius grew very
popular and pilgrims flocked to his healing temples (Asclepieia) to be cured of their
ills. Ritual purification would be followed by offerings or sacrifices to the god

(according to means), and the supplicant would then spend the night in the holiest part of the sanctuary - the abaton
(or adyton). Any dreams or visions would be reported to a priest who would prescribe the appropriate therapy by a
process of interpretation.[20] Some healing temples also used sacred dogs to lick the wounds of sick petitioners.[21]

The original Hippocratic Oath began with the invocation "I swear by Apollo the Physician and by Asclepius and by
Hygieia and Panacea and by all the gods ..."[21]

Some later religious movements claimed links to Asclepius. In the 2nd century AD the controversial miracle-worker
Alexander claimed that his god Glycon, a snake with a "head of linen"[22] was an incarnation of Asclepius. The
Greek language rhetorician and satirist Lucian produced the work Alexander the False Prophet to denounce the
swindler for future generations. He described Alexander as having a character "made up of lying, trickery, perjury,
and malice; [it was] facile, audacious, venturesome, diligent in the execution of its schemes, plausible, convincing,
masking as good, and wearing an appearance absolutely opposite to its purpose."[22] Justin Martyr, a philosophical
defender of Christianity who wrote around 160 AD claimed that the myth of Asclepius foreshadowed rather than
served as a source for claims of Jesus's healing powers.[23]

The botanical genus Asclepias (commonly known as milkweed) is named after him and includes the medicinal plant
A. tuberosa or "Pleurisy root".
Asclepius was depicted on the reverse of the Greek 10,000 drachmas banknote of 1995-2001.[24]
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Popular culture
• Asclepius was seen in Marvel Comics where he appeared in Ares #4.
• In The Heroes of Olympus (a sequel to Percy Jackson & the Olympians) book titled The Son of Neptune, the Lares

named Vitellius is a descendant of Asclepius.

Notes
[1] Statue of Asclepios of the Este type. Pentelic marble, Roman period copy of ca. 160 AD after a 4th-century BC original. From the temple of

Asclepios at Epidaurus (National Archaeological Museum, Athens, inv. 263).
[2] Mitchell-Boyask, p. 141 (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=5zJ2TlqoorEC& pg=PA141)
[3] http:/ / www. indoeuropean. nl/ ied/ pdf/ pre-greek. pdf
[4] Greek etymology database (http:/ / www. indoeuropean. nl/ cgi-bin/ startq. cgi?flags=endnnnl& root=leiden& basename=\data\ie\greek)
[5] The Asklepios cult (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Ouranios/ Asklepios. html)
[6][6] Pindar, Pythian Ode 3. 5 ff (trans. Conway) (Greek lyric C5th B.C.)
[7][7] Greek Lyric V Anonymous, Fragments 939 (Inscription from Erythrai) (trans. Campbell) (B.C.)
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Erechtheus
Erechtheus (/ɪˈrɛkθiəs/; Greek: Ἐρεχθεύς) in Greek mythology was the name of an archaic king of Athens, the
re-founder of the polis and a double at Athens for Poseidon, as "Poseidon Erechtheus". A mythic Erechtheus and an
Erechtheus given a human genealogy and set in a historicizing context—if they ever were really distinguished by
Athenians—were harmonized as one in Euripides' lost tragedy Erechtheus, (423/22 BCE) . The name Erichthonius is
carried by a son of Erechtheus, but Plutarch conflated the two names in the myth of the begetting of Erechtheus.[1]

Athenians thought of themselves as Erechtheidai, the "sons of Erechtheus".[2] In Homer's Iliad (2. 547–48) he is the
son of "grain-giving Earth", reared by Athena.[3] The earth-born son was sired by Hephaestus, whose semen Athena
wiped from her thigh with a fillet of wool cast to earth, by which Gaia was made pregnant.
In the contest for patronship of Athens between Poseidon and Athena, the salt spring on the Acropolis where
Poseidon's trident struck was known as the sea of Erechtheus.[4]

Erechtheus and the Erechtheum/Erechtheion
The central gods of the Athenian acropolis were Poseidon Erechtheus and Athena Polias, "Athena patron-guardian
of the city".[5] The Odyssey (VII.81) already records that Athena returned to Athens and "entered the strong-built
house of Erechtheus". The archaic joint temple built upon the spot that was identified as the Kekropion, the
hero-grave of the mythic founder-king Cecrops[6] and the serpent that embodied his spirit was destroyed by the
Persian forces in 480 BC, during the Greco-Persian wars, and was replaced between 421 and 407 BCE by the famous
present Erechtheum. Continuity of the site made sacred by the presence of Cecrops is inherent in the reference in
Nonnus' Dionysiaca to "Erechtheion lamp as "the lamp of Cecrops".[7] Priests of the Erechtheum and the priestess of
Athena jointly took part in the procession to Skira that inaugurated the Skira festival near the end of the Athenian
year. Their object was the temenos at Skiron of the hero-seer Skiros, who had aided Eumolpus in the war between
Athens and Eleusis in which Erechtheus II, the hero-king, was both triumphant and died.
That Poseidon and Erechtheus were two names at Athens for the same figure (see below) was demonstrated in the
cult at the Erechtheum, where there was a single altar, a single priest and sacrifices were dedicated to Poseidon
erechtheus, Walter Burkert observed,[8] adding "An historian would say that a Homeric, pan-Hellenic name has been
superimposed on an autochthonous, non-Greek name."

Erechtheus II, king of Athens
The second Erechtheus was given a historicizing genealogy as son and heir to King Pandion I of Athens by
Zeuxippe, this Pandion being son of Erichthonius. This later king Erechtheus may be distinguished as Erechtheus II.
Erechtheus was father, by his wife Praxithea, of several daughters: Procris, Creusa, Chthonia and Oreithyia.
According to pseudo-Apollodorus, Erechtheus II had a twin brother named Butes who married Erechtheus' daughter
Chthonia, the "earth-born". Erechtheus and Butes divided the royal power possessed by Pandion, Erechtheus taking
the physical rule but Butes taking the priesthood of Athena and Poseidon, this right being passed on to his
descendants. This late origin myth or aition justified and validated the descent of the hereditary priesthood of the
Boutidai family.
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The war with Eleusis
His reign was marked by the war between Athens and Eleusis, when the Eleusinians were commanded by Eumolpus,
coming from Thrace. An oracle declared that Athens' survival depended on the death one of the three daughters of
Erechtheus. Perhaps three unmarried daughters is meant. But in one version it is Chthonia who is sacrificed. In
another both Protogeneia and Pandora, the two eldest, offer themselves up. In any case the remaining sisters
(excepting Orithyia who had been kidnapped by Boreas), or at least some of them, are said to kill themselves. The
story of the unfortunate daughters of Erechtheus is comparable to those of the daughters of Hyacinthus of
Lacedaemon, and of the daughters of Leos.
In the following battle between the forces of Athens and Eleusis, Erechtheus won the battle and slew Eumolpus, but
then himself fell, struck down by Poseidon's trident;[9] according to fragments of Euripides' tragedy
Erechtheus.Poseidon avenged his son Eumolpus' death by driving him into the earth with blows of his trident,[10]

The ending lines of Euripides' tragedy were recovered in 1965 from a papyrus fragment.[11] They demonstrate for
Walter Burkert[12] that "the founding of the Erechtheum and the institution of the priestess of Athena coincide."
Athena resolves the action by instructing Erichtheus' widow Praxithea:

...and for your husband I command a shrine to be constructed in the middle of the city; he will be known
for him who killed him, under the name of 'sacred Poseidon'; but among the citizens, when the
sacrificial cattle are slaughtered, he shall also be called 'Erechtheus'. To you, however, since you have
rebuilt the city's foundations,[13] I grant the duty of bringing in the preliminary fire-sacrifices for the
city, and to be called my priestess."[14]

In the Athenian king-list, Xuthus, the son-in-law of Erechtheus, was asked to choose his successor from among his
many sons and chose Cecrops II, named for the mythic founder-king Cecrops. Thus Erechtheus is succeeded by
Cecrops II, his brother, according to a fragment from the poet Castor but his son according to pseudo-Apollodorus
(3.15.1).
Other sons of Erechtheus sometimes mentioned are Orneus, Metion, Pandorus, Thespius, and Eupalamus.

Notes
[1] Plutarch, Moralia 843b.
[2] Euripides, Medea, 824.
[3] R. M. Frazer, Jr, "Some Notes on the Athenian Entry, Iliad B 546-56" Hermes 97.3 (1969), pp. 262–266, observes in this displacement a

submerged memory of Athena's lost role as a mother-goddess "by becoming strictly a virgin". (p 262); compare Wolfgang Fauth, Der Kleine
Pauly (1954), s.v. "Athena"; a contrasting view is Martin P. Nilsson, Geschichte der Griechischen Religion, vol I, pt 2 (Munich, 1955) pp
442ff.

[4] pseudo-Apollodorus, 3.14.1, noted by Karl Kerenyi, The Heroes of the Greeks, (1959), p. 211; Kerenyi narrates myths of Erechtheus pp
21–46.

[5] Walter Burkert, (Peter Bing, tr.) Homo Necans 1983:144 remarked of the Skira procession "The priests are those of the central gods of the
Acropolis: Poseidon-Erechtheus and Athena Polias".

[6] That the Erechtheion is built on the site of the "alleged tomb, the Kekropion" is noted in passing even in a work as general as Karl Kerenyi,
The Heroes of the Greeks, 1959:213. The Kekropion is securely identified as lying beneath the Porch of the Maidens of the existing
Erechtheum. The imprint of a small but vanished enclosure against the east foundation was analyzed by Holland, in American Journal of
Archaeology (AJA) 28 1924:161f. No foundations for an actual temple structure have been discovered beneath the Erechtheum itself: William
Bell Dinsmoor summarizes the archaeology in "The Hekatompedon on the Athenian Acropolis" AJA V51.2 (April–June 1947:109 note 4, 120
note 59.

[7] Nonnus, Dionysiaca 33.124, noted by Olga Palagia, "A Niche for Kallimachos' Lamp?" American Journal of Archaeology, 88.4 (October
1984:515-521) p. 519 and note 15.

[8] Walter Burkert, (Peter Bing, tr.) Homo Necans 1983, p. 149 gives references for this observation.
[9][9] The alternative, that Zeus slew him with a thunderbolt at Poseidon's request, simply sets the action at a remove, magnifying a universal role

for Zeus.
[10] Euripides, Ion, 281. Another figure who was killed by driving him into the earth by repeated blows was Caeneus the Lapith.
[11] Colin Austin, in Recherches de Papyrologie 4 (1967); Nova fragmenta Euripidea (1968) frs.65.90-97.
[12] Burkert, (Peter Bing, tr.) Homo Necans (1983) p. 149.
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[13][13] Praxithea ("cult of the Goddess") had assented to the sacrifice of her own daughter before the battle.
[14][14] Peter Bing's English rendering of Walter Burkert's translation.

Pelops

Pelops

In Greek mythology, Pelops (Greek Πέλοψ, from
pelios: dark; and ops: face, eye), was king of Pisa in the
Peloponnesus. He was the founder of the House of
Atreus through his son of that name.

He was venerated at Olympia, where his cult developed
into the founding myth of the Olympic Games, the
most important expression of unity, not only for the
Peloponnesus, "island of Pelops", but for all Hellenes.
At the sanctuary at Olympia, chthonic night-time
libations were offered each time to "dark-faced" Pelops
in his sacrificial pit (bothros) before they were offered
in the following daylight to the sky-god Zeus (Burkert
1983:96).

Genealogy

Pelops was a son of Tantalus and either Dione,
Euryanassa or Eurythemista. Of Phrygian or Lydian
birth, he departed his homeland for Greece, and won the crown of Pisa or Olympia from King Oenomaus. Pelops
was credited with numerous children, begotten on his wife Hippodameia, daughter of Oenomaus. Pelops' sons
include Pittheus, Troezen, Alcathous, Dimoetes, Pleisthenes, Atreus, Thyestes, Copreus, Hippalcimus, Cleones and
Letreus. Pelops and Hippodameia also had several daughters, some of whom married into the House of Perseus, such
as Astydameia (who married Alcaeus), Nicippe (who married Sthenelus), and Eurydice (who married Electryon). By
the nymph Axioche (Ἀξιόχη)[1] or Danais[2] Pelops was father of Chrysippus.

Tantalus' savage banquet
Pelops' father was Tantalus, king at Mount Sipylus in Anatolia. Wanting to make an offering to the Olympians,
Tantalus cut Pelops into pieces and made his flesh into a stew, then served it to the gods. Demeter, deep in grief after
the abduction of her daughter Persephone by Hades, absentmindedly accepted the offering and ate the left shoulder.
The other gods sensed the plot, however, and held off from eating of the boy's body. Pelops was ritually reassembled
and brought back to life, his shoulder replaced with one of ivory made for him by Hephaestus. Pindar mentioned this
tradition in his First Olympian Ode, only to reject it as a malicious invention: his patron claimed descent from
Tantalus.
After Pelops' resurrection, Poseidon took him to Olympus, and made the youth apprentice, teaching him also to drive
the divine chariot. Later, Zeus threw Pelops out of Olympus, angry that his father, Tantalus, had stolen the food of
the gods, given it to his subjects, and revealed the secrets of the gods.
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Courting Hippodamia
Having grown to manhood, Pelops wanted to marry Hippodamia. King Oenomaus, her father, fearful of a prophecy
that claimed he would be killed by his son-in-law, had killed twelve suitors of Hippodamia after defeating them in a
chariot race and affixed their heads to the wooden columns of his palace. Pausanias was shown what was purported
to be the last standing column in the late second century CE. Pelops came to ask for her hand and prepared to race
Oenomaus. Worried about losing, Pelops went to the seaside and invoked Poseidon, his former lover.[3] Reminding
Poseidon of their love ("Aphrodite's sweet gifts"), he asked Poseidon for help. Smiling, Poseidon caused a chariot
drawn by untamed winged horses to appear.[4]

Two episodes involving charioteers were added into the plain account of the heroic chariot race. In the first related
by Theopompus, having received the horses, Pelops hastens to Pisa to defeat Oenomaus. On the way, his charioteer
Cillus (also named Sphaerus) dies and stands in a dream over Pelops, who was highly distressed about him, to make
requests for a funeral. Pelops complies by burying his ashes magnificently, and raises a mound to erect a temple
dedicated to Apollo which he names Apollo Cillaeus and he founds a city besides the mound and the temple which
he also names Cilla after his charioteer and friend. Both the temple and the city are mentioned in the first book of
Homer's Iliad and suggestions regarding their exact location have been made. Furthermore, Cillus, even after his
death, appears to have helped Pelops' cause in order for him to win the race.[5]

In the second, Pelops, still unsure of himself (or alternatively, Hippodamia herself) and of the winged horses and
chariot of divine provenance he had secured, convinced Oenomaus' charioteer, Myrtilus, a son of Hermes, to help
him win. Pelops or Hippodamia herself convinced Myrtilus by promising him half of Oenomaus' kingdom and the
first night in bed with Hippodamia. The night before the race, while Myrtilus was putting together Oenomaus'
chariot, he replaced the bronze linchpins attaching the wheels to the chariot axle with fake ones made of beeswax.
The race started, and went on for a long time. But just as Oenomaus was catching up to Pelops and readying to kill
him, the wheels flew off and the chariot broke apart. Myrtilus survived, but Oenomaus was dragged to death by his
horses. Pelops then killed Myrtilus (by throwing him off a cliff into the sea) after the latter attempted to rape
Hippodamia.
Walter Burkert notes[6] that though the story of Hippodamia's abduction figures in the Hesiodic Catalogue of Women
and on the chest of Cypselus (c. 570 BCE) that was conserved at Olympia, and though preparations for the
chariot-race figured in the east pediment of the great temple of Zeus at Olympia, the myth of the chariot race only
became important at Olympia with the introduction of chariot racing in the twenty-fifth Olympiad (680 BCE). G.
Devereux connected the abduction of Hippodamia with animal husbandry taboos of Elis,[7] and the influence of Elis
at Olympia that grew in the seventh century.

Curse of the Pelopidai
As Myrtilus died, he cursed Pelops for his ultimate betrayal. This was one of the sources of the curse that destroyed
his family: two of his sons, Atreus and Thyestes, killed a third, Chrysippus, who was his favorite son and was meant
to inherit the kingdom; Atreus and Thyestes were banished by him together with Hippodamia, their mother, who
then hanged herself; each successive generation of descendants suffered greatly by atrocious crimes and
compounded the curse by committing more crimes, as the curse weighed upon Pelops' children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren including Atreus, Thyestes, Agamemnon, Aegisthus, Menelaus, and finally Orestes, who was
acquitted by a court of law convened by the gods Athena and Apollo. Although commonly referred to as "the curse
of the Atreides", the circle of atrocious events began two generations before Atreus and continued for two
generations after him, before being formally absolved by the Furies in court.
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Pelops' cultus
The shrine of Pelops at Olympia, the Pelopion "drenched in glorious blood",[8] described by Pausanias[9] stood apart
from the temple of Zeus, next to Pelops' grave-site by the ford in the river. It was enclosed with a circle of stones.
Pelops was propitiated as a chthonic deity, at night with the offering of a black ram. His remains were contained in a
chest near the sanctuary of Artemis Kordax (Pausanias 6.22.1), though in earlier times a gigantic shoulder blade was
shown; during the Trojan War, John Tzetzes said, Pelops' shoulder-blade was brought to Troy by the Greeks because
the Trojan prophet Helenus claimed the Pelopids would be able to win by doing so.[10] Pausanias was told the full
story: the shoulder-blade of Pelops was brought to Troy from Pisa, the rival of Elis; on the return, the bone was lost
in a shipwreck, but afterwards recovered by a fisherman, miraculously caught in his net.[11]

Giant-sized bones were and are often found in Greece, the remains of gigantic prehistoric animals. In ancient times
there was obviously no knowledge of dinosaurs or mammoths, and such findings were believed to be actual remains
of legendary heroes or demigods, and to reflect the supposedly supernatural stature of humans of the long-bygone
Heroic Age. The bones' provenance was then determined according to local legends about ancient burials, with
political expedience also playing a major role, helped along by convenient dreams, visions or priestly auguries.

Pelops, son of Agamemnon
There is another Pelops in Greek mythology. This was a son of Agamemnon and Cassandra. This Pelops, carrying
the ancestral name, and his twin brother Teledamus (destined to have been "far-ruling"), the very emblems of the
Pelopides, were murdered in their infancy by the usurper Aegisthus.

Pelops image gallery

"Throne of Pelops" at Yarıkkaya locality in Mount Sipylus Pelops racing for Hippodamia standing next to him in a base
relief (Metropolitan Museum of Art)
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[4] Cicero, Tusculanae Disputationes 2.27.67 (noted in Kerenyi 1959:64).
[5] Gordon S. Shrimpton (1991). Theopompus the Historian ISBN 978-0-7735-0837-8. McGill-Queen's University Press.
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Amphiaraus

Amphiaraus.

In Greek mythology, Amphiaraus (or Amphiaraos,
"doubly cursed" or "twice Ares-like"[1]) was the son of
Oecles and Hypermnestra, and husband of Eriphyle.
Amphiaraus was the King of Argos along with
Adrastus— the brother of Amphiaraus' wife,
Eriphyle— and Iphis. Amphiaraus was a seer, and
greatly honored in his time. Both Zeus and Apollo
favored him, and Zeus gave him his oracular talent. In
the generation before the Trojan War, Amphiaraos was
one of the heroes present at the Calydonian Boar
Hunt.[2]

The material of the tragic war of the Seven Against
Thebes was taken up from several points-of-view by
each of the three great Greek tragic poets. Eriphyle persuaded Amphiaraus to take part in the raiding venture, against
his better judgment, for he knew he would die.[3] She had been persuaded by Polynices, who offered her the necklace
of Harmonia, daughter of Aphrodite, once part of the bride-price of Cadmus, as a bribe for her advocacy.
Amphiaraus reluctantly agreed to join the doomed undertaking, but aware of his wife's corruption, asked his sons,
Alcmaeon and Amphilochus to avenge his inevitably coming death by killing her, should he not return. On the way
to the battle, Amphiaraus repeatedly warned the other warriors that the expedition would fail,[4] and blamed Tydeus
for starting it. He would eventually prevent Tydeus from being immortalized by Athena because of this. Despite this,
he was possibly the greatest leader in the attack. During the battle, Amphiaraus killed Melanippus. In the battle,
Amphiaraus sought to flee from Periclymenus, the "very famous"[5] son of Poseidon, who wanted to kill him, but
Zeus threw his thunderbolt, and the earth opened to swallow Amphiaraus together with his chariot.[6] Thus chthonic
hero Amphiaraus was propitiated and consulted at his sanctuary.

Marble votive relief of a chariot race, from
Oropos, beginning of the 4th century BCE

(Pergamonmuseum, Berlin.

Alcmaeon killed his mother when Amphiaraus died. He was pursued
by the Erinyes as he fled across Greece, eventually landing the court of
King Phegeus, who gave him his daughter Alphesiboea in marriage.
Exhausted, Alcmaeon asked an oracle how to avoid the Erinyes and
was told that he needed to stop where the sun was not shining when he
killed his mother. That was the mouth of the river Achelous, which had
been silted up. Achelous himself, god of that river, promised him his
daughter, Callirrhoe in marriage if Alcmaeon would retrieve the
necklace and clothes which Eriphyle wore when she persuaded
Amphiaraus to take part in the battle. Alcmaeon had given these jewels
to Phegeus who had his sons kill Alcmaeon when he discovered
Alcmaeon's plan.

In a sanctuary at the Amphiareion of Oropos, northwest of Attica, Amphiaraus was worshipped with a hero cult. He
was considered a healing and fortune-telling god and was associated with Asclepius. The healing and fortune-telling
aspect of Amphiaraus came from his ancestry: he was related to the great seer Melampus. After making a sacrifice of
a few coins, or sometimes a ram, at the temple, a petitioner slept inside[7] and received a dream detailing the solution
to the problem.

Etruscan tradition inherited by the Romans is doubtless the origin of a son for Amphiaraus named Catillus who 
escaped from the slaughter at Thebes and led an expedition to Italy, where he founded a colony where eventually
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appeared the city of Tibur (now Tivoli), named after his eldest son Tiburtus.
In certain traditions he was said to have had a daughter, Alexida.
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Akademos
Akademos (Ancient Greek: Ἀκάδημος) (or Hekademos (Ἑκάδημος), Academus, or Hecademus) was an Attic
hero in Greek mythology. The tale traditionally told of him is that when Castor and Pollux invaded Attica to liberate
their sister Helen, he betrayed to them that she was kept concealed at Aphidnae. For this reason the Tyndarids always
showed him much gratitude, and whenever the Lacedaemonians invaded Attica, they always spared the land
belonging to Academus which lay on the Cephissus, six stadia from Athens.[1][2] This piece of land was
subsequently adorned with plane and olive plantations,[3] and was called Academia from its original owner.[4]

His name was linked to the archaic name for the site of Plato's Academy, the Hekademeia, outside the walls of
Athens. The site was sacred to Athena, the goddess of wisdom, and other immortals; it had sheltered her religious
cult since the Bronze Age, which was perhaps associated with the hero-gods, the Dioskouroi (Castor and
Polydeukes), for the hero Akademos associated with the site was credited with revealing to the Divine Twins where
Theseus had hidden Helen of Troy. By classical times the name of the place had evolved into the Akademeia. Its
sacred grove furnished the olive oil that was distributed as prizes in the Panathenaic Games and contained in the
finely decorated Panathenaic amphorae presented to the winners.
Akademeia was the source of the word "academy". The expression "the Grove of Academe" refers to the sacred site
of Hekademos where the cult had once taken place in an olive grove sacred to Athena.
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  This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Smith, William, ed. (1867). "article name

needed". Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tibur
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tivoli%2C_Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alexida
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bibliotheke
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hades
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pindar
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Incubation_%28ritual%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Attica
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hero_cult
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helen_of_Troy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Afidnes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tyndareus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lacedaemonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cephissus_%28Athenian_plain%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stadia_%28length%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Platanus_orientalis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plato
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Platonic_Academy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Athens
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wisdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dioscuri
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Castor_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pollux_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helen_of_Troy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sacred_grove
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olive_oil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Panathenaic_Games
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Panathenaic_amphora
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plutarch
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theseus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Diogenes_La%C3%ABrtius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plutarch
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cimon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leonhard_Schmitz
http://www.ancientlibrary.com/smith-bio/0014.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:PD-icon.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Public_domain
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Smith_%28lexicographer%29
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology


Alexander the Great 80

Alexander the Great

Alexander the Great
Alexander fighting the Persian king Darius III of PersiaDarius III. From Alexander Mosaic, Naples National Archaeological Museum

Alexander fighting the Persian king Darius III. From Alexander Mosaic, Naples National Archaeological Museum

King of Macedonia

Reign 336–323 BC

Predecessor Philip II of Macedon

•• Alexander IV
•• Philip III of Macedon

Pharaoh of Egypt

Reign 332–323 BC

Predecessor Darius III

Successor Alexander IV
Philip III

King of Persia

Reign 330–323 BC

Predecessor Darius III

Successor Alexander IV
Philip III

Spouse Roxana of Bactria
Stateira II of Persia
Parysatis II of Persia

Issue

Alexander IV

Full name

Alexander III of Macedon

Father Philip II of Macedon

Mother Olympias of Epirus

Born 20 or 21 July 356 BC
Pella, Macedon

Died 10 or 11 June 323 BC (aged 32)
Babylon

Religion Greek polytheism

Alexander III of Macedon (20/21 July 356 – 10/11 June 323 BC), commonly known as Alexander the Great
(Greek: Ἀλέξανδρος ὁ Μέγας, Aléxandros ho Mégasiii[›] from the Greek ἀλέξω alexo "to defend, help" + ἀνήρ aner
"man"), was a king of Macedon, a state in northern ancient Greece. Born in Pella in 356 BC, Alexander was tutored
by Aristotle until the age of 16. By the age of thirty, he had created one of the largest empires of the ancient world,
stretching from the Ionian Sea to the Himalayas.[1] He was undefeated in battle and is considered one of history's
most successful commanders.[2]
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Alexander succeeded his father, Philip II of Macedon, to the throne in 336 BC after Philip was assassinated. Upon
Philip's death, Alexander inherited a strong kingdom and an experienced army. He was awarded the generalship of
Greece and used this authority to launch his father's military expansion plans. In 334 BC, he invaded Persian-ruled
Asia Minor and began a series of campaigns that lasted ten years. Alexander broke the power of Persia in a series of
decisive battles, most notably the battles of Issus and Gaugamela. He subsequently overthrew the Persian King
Darius III and conquered the entirety of the Persian Empire.i[›] At that point, his empire stretched from the Adriatic
Sea to the Indus River.
Seeking to reach the "ends of the world and the Great Outer Sea", he invaded India in 326 BC, but was eventually
forced to turn back at the demand of his troops. Alexander died in Babylon in 323 BC, without executing a series of
planned campaigns that would have begun with an invasion of Arabia. In the years following his death, a series of
civil wars tore his empire apart, resulting in several states ruled by the Diadochi, Alexander's surviving generals and
heirs.
Alexander's legacy includes the cultural diffusion his conquests engendered. He founded some twenty cities that bore
his name, most notably Alexandria in Egypt. Alexander's settlement of Greek colonists and the resulting spread of
Greek culture in the east resulted in a new Hellenistic civilization, aspects of which were still evident in the
traditions of the Byzantine Empire in the mid-15th century. Alexander became legendary as a classical hero in the
mold of Achilles, and he features prominently in the history and myth of Greek and non-Greek cultures. He became
the measure against which military leaders compared themselves, and military academies throughout the world still
teach his tactics.[3]ii[›]

Early life

Lineage and childhood

Bust of a young Alexander the Great from the
Hellenistic era, British Museum

Alexander was born on the 6th day of the ancient Greek month of
Hekatombaion, which probably corresponds to 20 July 356 BC,
although the exact date is not known,[4] in Pella, the capital of the
Ancient Greek Kingdom of Macedon.[5] He was the son of the king of
Macedon, Philip II, and his fourth wife, Olympias, the daughter of
Neoptolemus I, king of Epirus.[6][7][8] Although Philip had seven or
eight wives, Olympias was his principal wife for some time, likely a
result of giving birth to Alexander.[9]

Several legends surround Alexander's birth and childhood.[10]

According to the ancient Greek biographer Plutarch, Olympias, on the
eve of the consummation of her marriage to Philip, dreamed that her
womb was struck by a thunder bolt, causing a flame that spread "far
and wide" before dying away. Some time after the wedding, Philip is
said to have seen himself, in a dream, securing his wife's womb with a
seal engraved with a lion's image.[11] Plutarch offered a variety of
interpretations of these dreams: that Olympias was pregnant before her
marriage, indicated by the sealing of her womb; or that Alexander's
father was Zeus. Ancient commentators were divided about whether
the ambitious Olympias promulgated the story of Alexander's divine parentage, variously claiming that she had told
Alexander, or that she dismissed the suggestion as impious.[11]
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Aristotle tutoring Alexander, by Jean Leon
Gerome Ferris

On the day that Alexander was born, Philip was preparing a siege on
the city of Potidea on the peninsula of Chalcidice. That same day,
Philip received news that his general Parmenion had defeated the
combined Illyrian and Paeonian armies, and that his horses had won at
the Olympic Games. It was also said that on this day, the Temple of
Artemis in Ephesus, one of the Seven Wonders of the World, burnt
down. This led Hegesias of Magnesia to say that it had burnt down
because Artemis was away, attending the birth of Alexander.[7][12]

Such legends may have emerged when Alexander was king, and
possibly at his own instigation, to show that he was superhuman and
destined for greatness from conception.[10]

A statue showing Alexander taming Bucephalus
in Edinburgh

In his early years, Alexander was raised by a nurse, Lanike, sister of
Alexander's future general Cleitus the Black. Later in his childhood,
Alexander was tutored by the strict Leonidas, a relative of his mother,
and by Philip's general Lysimachus.[13] Alexander was raised in the
manner of noble Macedonian youths, learning to read, play the lyre,
ride, fight, and hunt.[14]

When Alexander was ten years old, a trader from Thessaly brought
Philip a horse, which he offered to sell for thirteen talents. The horse
refused to be mounted and Philip ordered it away. Alexander however,
detecting the horse's fear of its own shadow, asked to tame the horse,

which he eventually managed.[10] Plutarch stated that Philip, overjoyed at this display of courage and ambition,
kissed his son tearfully, declaring: "My boy, you must find a kingdom big enough for your ambitions. Macedon is
too small for you", and bought the horse for him.[15] Alexander named it Bucephalas, meaning "ox-head".
Bucephalas carried Alexander as far as India. When the animal died (due to old age, according to Plutarch, at age
thirty), Alexander named a city after him, Bucephala.[8][16][17]

Adolescence and education
When Alexander was 13, Philip began to search for a tutor, and considered such academics as Isocrates and
Speusippus, the latter offering to resign to take up the post. In the end, Philip chose Aristotle and provided the
Temple of the Nymphs at Mieza as a classroom. In return for teaching Alexander, Philip agreed to rebuild Aristotle's
hometown of Stageira, which Philip had razed, and to repopulate it by buying and freeing the ex-citizens who were
slaves, or pardoning those who were in exile.[18][19][20]

Mieza was like a boarding school for Alexander and the children of Macedonian nobles, such as Ptolemy,
Hephaistion, and Cassander. Many of these students would become his friends and future generals, and are often
known as the 'Companions'. Aristotle taught Alexander and his companions about medicine, philosophy, morals,
religion, logic, and art. Under Aristotle's tutelage, Alexander developed a passion for the works of Homer, and in
particular the Iliad; Aristotle gave him an annotated copy, which Alexander later carried on his campaigns.[18][21][22]
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Philip's heir

Regency and ascent of Macedon

Philip II of Macedon, Alexander's father.

At age 16, Alexander's education under Aristotle ended. Philip
waged war against Byzantion, leaving Alexander in charge as
regent and heir apparent.[10] During Philip's absence, the Thracian
Maedi revolted against Macedonia. Alexander responded quickly,
driving them from their territory. He colonized it with Greeks, and
founded a city named Alexandropolis.[23][24][25]

Upon Philip's return, he dispatched Alexander with a small force
to subdue revolts in southern Thrace. Campaigning against the
Greek city of Perinthus, Alexander is reported to have saved his
father's life. Meanwhile, the city of Amphissa began to work lands
that were sacred to Apollo near Delphi, a sacrilege that gave Philip
the opportunity to further intervene in Greek affairs. Still occupied
in Thrace, he ordered Alexander to muster an army for a campaign
in Greece. Concerned that other Greek states might intervene,
Alexander made it look as though he was preparing to attack
Illyria instead. During this turmoil, the Illyrians invaded
Macedonia, only to be repelled by Alexander.[26]

Philip and his army joined his son in 338 BC, and they marched
south through Thermopylae, taking it after stubborn resistance
from its Theban garrison. They went on to occupy the city of Elatea, only a few days' march from both Athens and
Thebes. The Athenians, led by Demosthenes, voted to seek alliance with Thebes against Macedonia. Both Athens
and Philip sent embassies to win Thebes' favor, but Athens won the contest.[27][28][29] Philip marched on Amphissa
(ostensibly acting on the request of the Amphictyonic League), capturing the mercenaries sent there by Demosthenes
and accepting the city's surrender. Philip then returned to Elatea, sending a final offer of peace to Athens and Thebes,
who both rejected it.[30][31][32]
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Statue of Alexander in Istanbul Archaeology
Museum.

As Philip marched south, his opponents blocked him near Chaeronea,
Boeotia. During the ensuing Battle of Chaeronea, Philip commanded
the right wing and Alexander the left, accompanied by a group of
Philip's trusted generals. According to the ancient sources, the two
sides fought bitterly for some time. Philip deliberately commanded his
troops to retreat, counting on the untested Athenian hoplites to follow,
thus breaking their line. Alexander was the first to break the Theban
lines, followed by Philip's generals. Having damaged the enemy's
cohesion, Philip ordered his troops to press forward and quickly routed
them. With the Athenians lost, the Thebans were surrounded. Left to
fight alone, they were defeated.[33]

After the victory at Chaeronea, Philip and Alexander marched
unopposed into the Peloponnese, welcomed by all cities; however,
when they reached Sparta, they were refused, but did not resort to
war.[34] At Corinth, Philip established a "Hellenic Alliance" (modeled
on the old anti-Persian alliance of the Greco-Persian Wars), which
included most Greek city-states except Sparta. Philip was then named
Hegemon (often translated as "Supreme Commander") of this league
(known by modern scholars as the League of Corinth), and announced
his plans to attack the Persian Empire.[35][36]

Exile and return

When Philip returned to Pella, he fell in love with and married Cleopatra Eurydice, the niece of his general
Attalus.[37] The marriage made Alexander's position as heir less secure, since any son of Cleopatra Eurydice would
be a fully Macedonian heir, while Alexander was only half-Macedonian.[38] During the wedding banquet, a drunken
Attalus publicly prayed to the gods that the union would produce a legitimate heir.[37]

At the wedding of Cleopatra, whom Philip fell in love with and married, she being much too young for him,
her uncle Attalus in his drink desired the Macedonians would implore the gods to give them a lawful successor
to the kingdom by his niece. This so irritated Alexander, that throwing one of the cups at his head, "You
villain," said he, "what, am I then a bastard?" Then Philip, taking Attalus's part, rose up and would have run
his son through; but by good fortune for them both, either his over-hasty rage, or the wine he had drunk, made
his foot slip, so that he fell down on the floor. At which Alexander reproachfully insulted over him: "See
there," said he, "the man who makes preparations to pass out of Europe into Asia, overturned in passing from
one seat to another."
—Plutarch, describing the feud at Philip's wedding.[39]

Alexander fled Macedon with his mother, dropping her off with her brother, King Alexander I of Epirus in Dodona,
capital of the Molossians.[40] He continued to Illyria,[40] where he sought refuge with the Illyrian King and was
treated as a guest, despite having defeated them in battle a few years before. However, it appears Philip never
intended to disown his politically and militarily trained son.[40] Accordingly, Alexander returned to Macedon after
six months due to the efforts of a family friend, Demaratus the Corinthian, who mediated between the two
parties.[41][42]

In the following year, the Persian satrap (governor) of Caria, Pixodarus, offered his eldest daughter to Alexander's 
half-brother, Philip Arrhidaeus.[40] Olympias and several of Alexander's friends suggested this showed Philip 
intended to make Arrhidaeus his heir.[40] Alexander reacted by sending an actor, Thessalus of Corinth, to tell 
Pixodarus that he should not offer his daughter's hand to an illegitimate son, but instead to Alexander. When Philip
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heard of this, he stopped the negotiations and scolded Alexander for wishing to marry the daughter of a Carian,
explaining that he wanted a better bride for him.[40] Philip exiled four of Alexander's friends, Harpalus, Nearchus,
Ptolemy and Erigyius, and had the Corinthians bring Thessalus to him in chains.[38][43][44]

King of Macedon

Accession

The Kingdom of Macedon in 336 BC.

In 336 BC, while at Aegae attending
the wedding of his daughter Cleopatra
to Olympias's brother, Alexander I of
Epirus, Philip was assassinated by the
captain of his bodyguards,
Pausanias.vi[›] As Pausanias tried to
escape, he tripped over a vine and was
killed by his pursuers, including two of
Alexander's companions, Perdiccas
and Leonnatus. Alexander was
proclaimed king by the nobles and
army at the age of 20.[45][46][47]

Consolidation of power

Alexander began his reign by
eliminating potential rivals to the
throne. He had his cousin, the former
Amyntas IV, executed.[48] He also had two Macedonian princes from the region of Lyncestis killed, but spared a
third, Alexander Lyncestes. Olympias had Cleopatra Eurydice and Europa, her daughter by Philip, burned alive.
When Alexander learned about this, he was furious. Alexander also ordered the murder of Attalus,[48] who was in
command of the advance guard of the army in Asia Minor and Cleopatra's uncle.[49]

Attalus was at that time corresponding with Demosthenes, regarding the possibility of defecting to Athens. Attalus
also had severely insulted Alexander, and following Cleopatra's murder, Alexander may have considered him too
dangerous to leave alive.[49] Alexander spared Arrhidaeus, who was by all accounts mentally disabled, possibly as a
result of poisoning by Olympias.[45][47][50]

News of Philip's death roused many states into revolt, including Thebes, Athens, Thessaly, and the Thracian tribes
north of Macedon. When news of the revolts reached Alexander, he responded quickly. Though advised to use
diplomacy, Alexander mustered the Macedonian cavalry of 3,000 and rode south towards Thessaly. He found the
Thessalian army occupying the pass between Mount Olympus and Mount Ossa, and ordered his men to ride over
Mount Ossa. When the Thessalians awoke the next day, they found Alexander in their rear and promptly
surrendered, adding their cavalry to Alexander's force. He then continued south towards the
Peloponnese.[51][52][53][54]

Alexander stopped at Thermopylae, where he was recognized as the leader of the Amphictyonic League before 
heading south to Corinth. Athens sued for peace and Alexander pardoned the rebels. The famous encounter between 
Alexander and Diogenes the Cynic occurred during Alexander's stay in Corinth. When Alexander asked Diogenes 
what he could do for him, the philosopher disdainfully asked Alexander to stand a little to the side, as he was 
blocking the sunlight.[55] This reply apparently delighted Alexander, who is reported to have said "But verily, if I 
were not Alexander, I would like to be Diogenes."[56] At Corinth Alexander took the title of Hegemon ("leader"), and
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like Philip, was appointed commander for the coming war against Persia. He also received news of a Thracian
uprising.[52][57]

Balkan campaign
Before crossing to Asia, Alexander wanted to safeguard his northern borders. In the spring of 335 BC, he advanced
to suppress several revolts. Starting from Amphipolis, he traveled east into the country of the "Independent
Thracians"; and at Mount Haemus, the Macedonian army attacked and defeated the Thracian forces manning the
heights.[58] The Macedonians marched into the country of the Triballi, and defeated their army near the Lyginus
river[59] (a tributary of the Danube). Alexander then marched for three days to the Danube, encountering the Getae
tribe on the opposite shore. Crossing the river at night, he surprised them and forced their army to retreat after the
first cavalry skirmish.[60][61]

News then reached Alexander that Cleitus, King of Illyria, and King Glaukias of the Taulanti were in open revolt
against his authority. Marching west into Illyria, Alexander defeated each in turn, forcing the two rulers to flee with
their troops. With these victories, he secured his northern frontier.[62][63]

While Alexander campaigned north, the Thebans and Athenians rebelled once again. Alexander immediately headed
south.[64] While the other cities again hesitated, Thebes decided to fight. The Theban resistance was ineffective, and
Alexander razed the city and divided its territory between the other Boeotian cities. The end of Thebes cowed
Athens, leaving all of Greece temporarily at peace.[64] Alexander then set out on his Asian campaign, leaving
Antipater as regent.[65]

Conquest of the Persian Empire

Asia Minor
Further information: Battle of the Granicus, Siege of Halicarnassus, and Siege of Miletus

Map of Alexander's empire and his route.

Alexander's army crossed the
Hellespont in 334 BC with
approximately 48,100 soldiers, 6,100
cavalry and a fleet of 120 ships with
crews numbering 38,000,[64] drawn
from Macedon and various Greek
city-states, mercenaries, and
feudally-raised soldiers from Thrace,
Paionia, and Illyria.[66] He showed his
intent to conquer the entirety of the
Persian Empire by throwing a spear
into Asian soil and saying he accepted
Asia as a gift from the gods.[64] This also showed Alexander's eagerness to fight, in contrast to his father's preference
for diplomacy.[64]

After an initial victory against Persian forces at the Battle of the Granicus, Alexander accepted the surrender of the
Persian provincial capital and treasury of Sardis and proceeded along the Ionian coast.[67] At Halicarnassus, in Caria,
Alexander successfully waged the first of many sieges, eventually forcing his opponents, the mercenary captain
Memnon of Rhodes and the Persian satrap of Caria, Orontobates, to withdraw by sea.[68] Alexander left the
government of Caria to Ada, who adopted Alexander.[69]

From Halicarnassus, Alexander proceeded into mountainous Lycia and the Pamphylian plain, asserting control over 
all coastal cities to deny the Persians naval bases. From Pamphylia onwards the coast held no major ports and
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Alexander moved inland. At Termessos, Alexander humbled but did not storm the Pisidian city.[70] At the ancient
Phrygian capital of Gordium, Alexander "undid" the hitherto unsolvable Gordian Knot, a feat said to await the future
"king of Asia".[71] According to the story, Alexander proclaimed that it did not matter how the knot was undone and
hacked it apart with his sword.[72]

The Levant and Syria
Further information: Battle of Issus and Siege of Tyre

Detail of Alexander Mosaic, showing Battle of Issus, from the House of the Faun,
Pompeii.

After spending the winter campaigning in
Asia Minor, Alexander's army crossed the
Cilician Gates in 333 BC, and defeated the
main Persian army under the command of
Darius III at the Battle of Issus in
November.[73] Darius fled the battle,
causing his army to collapse, and left behind
his wife, his two daughters, his mother
Sisygambis, and a fabulous treasure.[74] He
offered a peace treaty that included the lands
he had already lost, and a ransom of 10,000
talents for his family. Alexander replied that since he was now king of Asia, it was he alone who decided territorial
divisions.[75]

Alexander proceeded to take possession of Syria, and most of the coast of the Levant.[69] In the following year,
332 BC, he was forced to attack Tyre, which he captured after a long and difficult siege.[76][77] Alexander massacred
the men of military age and sold the women and children into slavery.[78]

Egypt
Further information: Siege of Gaza

Name of Alexander the Great in Egyptian hieroglyphs (written from
right to left), circa 330 BC, Egypt. Louvre Museum.

When Alexander destroyed Tyre, most of the towns on
the route to Egypt quickly capitulated, with the
exception of Gaza. The stronghold at Gaza was heavily
fortified and built on a hill, requiring a siege.[79] After
three unsuccessful assaults, the stronghold fell, but not
before Alexander had received a serious shoulder
wound. As in Tyre, men of military age were put to the
sword and the women and children sold into
slavery.[80]

Jerusalem instead opened its gates in surrender, and
according to Josephus, Alexander was shown the book
of Daniel's prophecy, presumably chapter 8, which
described a mighty Greek king who would conquer the
Persian Empire. He spared Jerusalem and pushed south into Egypt.[81]

Alexander advanced on Egypt in later 332 BC, where he was regarded as a liberator.[82] He was pronounced the new
"master of the Universe" and son of the deity of Amun at the Oracle of Siwa Oasis in the Libyan desert.[83]

Henceforth, Alexander often referred to Zeus-Ammon as his true father, and subsequent currency depicted him
adorned with rams horn as a symbol of his divinity.[84] During his stay in Egypt, he founded Alexandria-by-Egypt,
which would become the prosperous capital of the Ptolemaic Kingdom after his death.[85]
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Assyria and Babylonia
Further information: Battle of Gaugamela
Leaving Egypt in 331 BC, Alexander marched eastward into Mesopotamia (now northern Iraq) and again defeated
Darius, at the Battle of Gaugamela.[86] Darius once more fled the field, and Alexander chased him as far as Arbela.
Gaugamela would be the final and decisive encounter between the two. Darius fled over the mountains to Ecbatana
(modern Hamedan), while Alexander captured Babylon.[87]

Persia
Further information: Battle of the Persian Gate
From Babylon, Alexander went to Susa, one of the Achaemenid capitals, and captured its legendary treasury.[87] He
sent the bulk of his army to the Persian ceremonial capital of Persepolis via the Royal Road. Alexander himself took
selected troops on the direct route to the city. He had to storm the pass of the Persian Gates (in the modern Zagros
Mountains) which had been blocked by a Persian army under Ariobarzanes and then hurried to Persepolis before its
garrison could loot the treasury.[88]

On entering Persepolis, Alexander allowed his troops to loot the city for several days.[89] Alexander stayed in
Persepolis for five months.[90] During his stay a fire broke out in the eastern palace of Xerxes and spread to the rest
of the city. Possible causes include a drunken accident or deliberate revenge for the burning of the Acropolis of
Athens during the Second Persian War.[91]

Fall of the Empire and the East
Alexander then chased Darius, first into Media, and then Parthia.[92] The Persian king no longer controlled his own
destiny, and was taken prisoner by Bessus, his Bactrian satrap and kinsman.[93] As Alexander approached, Bessus
had his men fatally stab the Great King and then declared himself Darius' successor as Artaxerxes V, before
retreating into Central Asia to launch a guerrilla campaign against Alexander.[94] Alexander buried Darius' remains
next to his Achaemenid predecessors in a regal funeral.[95] He claimed that, while dying, Darius had named him as
his successor to the Achaemenid throne.[96] The Achaemenid Empire is normally considered to have fallen with
Darius.[97]

Silver coin of Alexander wearing the lion scalp of Herakles, British
Museum.

Alexander viewed Bessus as a usurper and set out to
defeat him. This campaign, initially against Bessus,
turned into a grand tour of central Asia. Alexander
founded a series of new cities, all called Alexandria,
including modern Kandahar in Afghanistan, and
Alexandria Eschate ("The Furthest") in modern
Tajikistan. The campaign took Alexander through
Media, Parthia, Aria (West Afghanistan), Drangiana,
Arachosia (South and Central Afghanistan), Bactria
(North and Central Afghanistan), and Scythia.[98]

Spitamenes, who held an undefined position in the
satrapy of Sogdiana, in 329 BC betrayed Bessus to Ptolemy, one of Alexander's trusted companions, and Bessus was
executed.[99] However, when, at some point later, Alexander was on the Jaxartes dealing with an incursion by a
horse nomad army, Spitamenes raised Sogdiana in revolt. Alexander personally defeated the Scythians at the Battle
of Jaxartes and immediately launched a campaign against Spitamenes, defeating him in the Battle of Gabai. After the
defeat, Spitamenes was killed by his own men, who then sued for peace.[100]
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Problems and plots
During this time, Alexander took the Persian title "King of Kings" (Shahanshah) and adopted some elements of
Persian dress and customs at his court, notably the custom of proskynesis, either a symbolic kissing of the hand, or
prostration on the ground, that Persians showed to their social superiors.[101] The Greeks regarded the gesture as the
province of deities and believed that Alexander meant to deify himself by requiring it. This cost him the sympathies
of many of his countrymen, and he eventually abandoned it.[102]

A plot against his life was revealed, and one of his officers, Philotas, was executed for failing to alert Alexander. The
death of the son necessitated the death of the father, and thus Parmenion, who had been charged with guarding the
treasury at Ecbatana, was assassinated at Alexander's command, to prevent attempts at vengeance. Most infamously,
Alexander personally killed the man who had saved his life at Granicus, Cleitus the Black, during a drunken
argument at Maracanda.[103]

Later, in the Central Asian campaign, a second plot against his life was revealed, this one instigated by his own royal
pages. His official historian, Callisthenes of Olynthus, was implicated in the plot; however, historians have yet to
reach consensus regarding this involvement. Callisthenes had fallen out of favor by leading the opposition to the
attempt to introduce proskynesis.[104]

Macedon in Alexander's absence
When Alexander set out for Asia, he left his general Antipater, an experienced military and political leader and part
of Philip II's "Old Guard", in charge of Macedon.[65] Alexander's sacking of Thebes ensured that Greece remained
quiet during his absence.[65] The one exception was a call to arms by Spartan king Agis III in 331 BC, whom
Antipater defeated and killed in battle at Megalopolis the following year.[65] Antipater referred the Spartans'
punishment to Alexander, who chose to pardon them.[105] There was also considerable friction between Antipater
and Olympias, and each complained to Alexander about the other.[106]

In general, Greece enjoyed a period of peace and prosperity during Alexander's campaign in Asia.[107] Alexander
sent back vast sums from his conquest, which stimulated the economy and increased trade across his empire.[108]

However, Alexander's constant demands for troops and the migration of Macedonians throughout his empire
depleted Macedon's manpower, greatly weakening it in the years after Alexander, and ultimately led to its
subjugation by Rome.[14]
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Indian campaign

Invasion of the Indian subcontinent

The phalanx attacking the centre in the battle of the
Hydaspes by Andre Castaigne (1898–1899)

After the death of Spitamenes and his marriage to Roxana
(Roshanak in Bactrian) to cement relations with his new satrapies,
Alexander turned to the Indian subcontinent. He invited the
chieftains of the former satrapy of Gandhara, in the north of what
is now Pakistan, to come to him and submit to his authority.
Omphis, ruler of Taxila, whose kingdom extended from the Indus
to the Hydaspes, complied, but the chieftains of some hill clans,
including the Aspasioi and Assakenoi sections of the Kambojas
(known in Indian texts also as Ashvayanas and Ashvakayanas),
refused to submit.[109]

In the winter of 327/326 BC, Alexander personally led a campaign
against these clans; the Aspasioi of Kunar valleys, the Guraeans of
the Guraeus valley, and the Assakenoi of the Swat and Buner
valleys.[110] A fierce contest ensued with the Aspasioi in which
Alexander was wounded in the shoulder by a dart, but eventually
the Aspasioi lost. Alexander then faced the Assakenoi, who fought
in the strongholds of Massaga, Ora and Aornos.[109]

The fort of Massaga was reduced only after days of bloody
fighting, in which Alexander was wounded seriously in the ankle.
According to Curtius, "Not only did Alexander slaughter the entire
population of Massaga, but also did he reduce its buildings to rubble".[111] A similar slaughter followed at Ora. In the
aftermath of Massaga and Ora, numerous Assakenians fled to the fortress of Aornos. Alexander followed close
behind and captured the strategic hill-fort after four bloody days.[109]

After Aornos, Alexander crossed the Indus and fought and won an epic battle against King Porus, who ruled a region
in the Punjab, in the Battle of the Hydaspes in 326 BC.[112] Alexander was impressed by Porus's bravery, and made
him an ally. He appointed Porus as satrap, and added to Porus' territory land that he did not previously own.
Choosing a local helped him control these lands so distant from Greece.[113] Alexander founded two cities on
opposite sides of the Hydaspes river, naming one Bucephala, in honor of his horse, who died around this time.[114]

The other was Nicaea (Victory) located at the site of modern day Mong, Punjab.[115]
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Revolt of the army

Alexander's invasion of the Indian subcontinent.

East of Porus' kingdom, near the Ganges
River, were the Nanda Empire of Magadha
and further east the Gangaridai Empire of
Bengal. Fearing the prospect of facing other
large armies and exhausted by years of
campaigning, Alexander's army mutinied at
the Hyphasis River, refusing to march farther
east. This river thus marks the easternmost
extent of Alexander's conquests.[116]

As for the Macedonians, however, their
struggle with Porus blunted their
courage and stayed their further
advance into India. For having had all
they could do to repulse an enemy who
mustered only twenty thousand
infantry and two thousand horse, they
violently opposed Alexander when he
insisted on crossing the river Ganges
also, the width of which, as they
learned, was thirty-two furlongs, its
depth a hundred fathoms, while its
banks on the further side were covered
with multitudes of men-at-arms and
horsemen and elephants. For they were
told that the kings of the Ganderites and Praesii were awaiting them with eighty thousand horsemen, two
hundred thousand footmen, eight thousand chariots, and six thousand war elephants.[117]

Alexander tried to persuade his soldiers to march farther, but his general Coenus pleaded with him to change his
opinion and return; the men, he said, "longed to again see their parents, their wives and children, their homeland".
Alexander eventually agreed and turned south, marching along the Indus. Along the way his army conquered the
Malli clans (in modern day Multan) and other Indian tribes.[118]

Alexander sent much of his army to Carmania (modern southern Iran) with general Craterus, and commissioned a
fleet to explore the Persian Gulf shore under his admiral Nearchus, while he led the rest back to Persia through the
more difficult southern route along the Gedrosian Desert and Makran (now part of southern Iran and Pakistan).[119]

Alexander reached Susa in 324 BC, but not before losing many men to the harsh desert.[120]
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Last years in Persia

Alexander, left, and Hephaestion, right

Discovering that many of his satraps and military governors had
misbehaved in his absence, Alexander executed several of them as
examples on his way to Susa.[121][122] As a gesture of thanks, he paid
off the debts of his soldiers, and announced that he would send
over-aged and disabled veterans back to Macedon, led by Craterus. His
troops misunderstood his intention and mutinied at the town of Opis.
They refused to be sent away and criticized his adoption of Persian
customs and dress and the introduction of Persian officers and soldiers
into Macedonian units.[123]

After three days, unable to persuade his men to back down, Alexander
gave Persians command posts in the army and conferred Macedonian military titles upon Persian units. The
Macedonians quickly begged forgiveness, which Alexander accepted, and held a great banquet for several thousand
of his men at which he and they ate together.[124] In an attempt to craft a lasting harmony between his Macedonian
and Persian subjects, Alexander held a mass marriage of his senior officers to Persian and other noblewomen at
Susa, but few of those marriages seem to have lasted much beyond a year.[122] Meanwhile, upon his return,
Alexander learned that guards of the tomb of Cyrus the Great had desecrated it, and swiftly executed them.[125]

After Alexander traveled to Ecbatana to retrieve the bulk of the Persian treasure, his closest friend and possible
lover, Hephaestion, died of illness or poisoning.[126][127] Hephaestion's death devastated Alexander, and he ordered
the preparation of an expensive funeral pyre in Babylon, as well as a decree for public mourning.[126] Back in
Babylon, Alexander planned a series of new campaigns, beginning with an invasion of Arabia, but he would not
have a chance to realize them, as he died shortly thereafter.[128]

Death and succession

A Babylonian astronomical diary (c. 323–322
BC) recording the death of Alexander (British

Museum, London)

On either 10 or 11 June 323 BC, Alexander died in the palace of
Nebuchadnezzar II, in Babylon, at age 32.[129] Details of the death
differ slightly – Plutarch's account is that roughly 14 days before his
death, Alexander entertained admiral Nearchus, and spent the night and
next day drinking with Medius of Larissa.[41]

He developed a fever, which worsened until he was unable to speak.
The common soldiers, anxious about his health, were granted the right
to file past him as he silently waved at them.[130] Diodorus recounts
that Alexander was struck with pain after downing a large bowl of
unmixed wine in honour of Hercules, and died after some agony.[131]

Arrian also mentioned this as an alternative, but Plutarch specifically
denied this claim.[41]

Given the propensity of the Macedonian aristocracy to assassination,[132] foul play featured in multiple accounts of
his death. Diodorus, Plutarch, Arrian and Justin all mentioned the theory that Alexander was poisoned. Plutarch
dismissed it as a fabrication,[133] while both Diodorus and Arrian noted that they mentioned it only for the sake of
completeness.[131][134]
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Nineteenth century depiction of Alexander's
funeral procession based on the description of

Diodorus

The accounts were nevertheless fairly consistent in designating
Antipater, recently removed as Macedonian viceroy, and at odds with
Olympias, as the head of the alleged plot. Perhaps taking his summons
to Babylon as a death sentence,[135] and having seen the fate of
Parmenion and Philotas,[136] Antipater purportedly arranged for
Alexander to be poisoned by his son Iollas, who was Alexander's
wine-pourer.[134][136] There was even a suggestion that Aristotle may
have participated.[134]

The strongest argument against the poison theory is the fact that twelve days passed between the start of his illness
and his death; such long-acting poisons were probably not available.[137] In 2010, however, a new theory proposed
that the circumstances of his death were compatible with poisoning by water of the river Styx (Mavroneri) that
contained calicheamicin, a dangerous compound produced by bacteria.[138]

Several natural causes (diseases) have been suggested, including malaria and typhoid fever. A 1998 article in the
New England Journal of Medicine attributed his death to typhoid fever complicated by bowel perforation and
ascending paralysis.[139] Another recent analysis suggested pyrogenic spondylitis or meningitis.[140] Other illnesses
fit the symptoms, including acute pancreatitis and West Nile virus.[141][142]

Natural-cause theories also tend to emphasise that Alexander's health may have been in general decline after years of
heavy drinking and severe wounds. The anguish that Alexander felt after Hephaestion's death may also have
contributed to his declining health.[139] The most likely possible cause is an overdose of medication containing
hellebore, which is deadly in large doses.[143][144]

After death

Detail of Alexander on the Alexander Sarcophagus.

Alexander's body was laid in a gold anthropoid
sarcophagus, which was in turn placed in a gold
casket.[145] According to Aelian, a seer called
Aristander foretold that the land where Alexander was
laid to rest "would be happy and unvanquishable
forever".[146] Perhaps more likely, the successors may
have seen possession of the body as a symbol of
legitimacy, since burying the prior king was a royal
prerogative.[147]

While Alexander's funeral cortege was on its way to
Macedon, Ptolemy stole it and took it to
Memphis.[145][146] His successor, Ptolemy II
Philadelphus, transferred the sarcophagus to Alexandria, where it remained until at least late Antiquity. Ptolemy IX
Lathyros, one of Ptolemy's final successors, replaced Alexander's sarcophagus with a glass one so he could convert
the original to coinage.[148]

Pompey, Julius Caesar and Augustus all visited the tomb in Alexandria. The latter allegedly accidentally knocked the
nose off the body. Caligula was said to have taken Alexander's breastplate from the tomb for his own use. In c. AD
200, Emperor Septimius Severus closed Alexander's tomb to the public. His son and successor, Caracalla, a great
admirer, visited the tomb during his own reign. After this, details on the fate of the tomb are hazy.[148]

The so-called "Alexander Sarcophagus", discovered near Sidon and now in the Istanbul Archaeology Museum, is so 
named not because it was thought to have contained Alexander's remains, but because its bas-reliefs depict 
Alexander and his companions fighting the Persians and hunting. It was originally thought to have been the
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sarcophagus of Abdalonymus (died 311 BC), the king of Sidon appointed by Alexander immediately following the
battle of Issus in 331.[149][150] However, more recently, it has been suggested that it may date from earlier than
Abdalonymus' death.

Division of the empire
Further information: Diadochi

Kingdoms of the Diadochi in 281 BC: the Ptolemaic Kingdom (dark blue), the Seleucid
Empire (yellow), Kingdom of Pergamon (orange), and Macedonia (green). Also show are
the Roman Republic (light blue), the Carthaginian Republic (purple), and the Kingdom of

Eprius (red).

Alexander's death was so sudden that
when reports of his death reached
Greece, they were not immediately
believed.[65] Alexander had no obvious
or legitimate heir, his son Alexander
IV by Roxane being born after
Alexander's death.[151] According to
Diodorus, Alexander's companions
asked him on his deathbed to whom he
bequeathed his kingdom; his laconic
reply was "tôi kratistôi"—"to the
strongest".[131]

Arrian and Plutarch claimed that
Alexander was speechless by this
point, implying that this was an apocryphal story.[152] Diodorus, Curtius and Justin offered the more plausible story
that Alexander passed his signet ring to Perdiccas, a bodyguard and leader of the companion cavalry, in front of
witnesses, thereby nominating him.[131][151]

Perdiccas initially did not claim power, instead suggesting that Roxane's baby would be king, if male; with himself,
Craterus, Leonnatus, and Antipater as guardians. However, the infantry, under the command of Meleager, rejected
this arrangement since they had been excluded from the discussion. Instead, they supported Alexander's half-brother
Philip Arrhidaeus. Eventually, the two sides reconciled, and after the birth of Alexander IV, he and Philip III were
appointed joint kings, albeit in name only.[153]

Dissension and rivalry soon afflicted the Macedonians, however. The satrapies handed out by Perdiccas at the
Partition of Babylon became power bases each general used to bid for power. After the assassination of Perdiccas in
321 BC, Macedonian unity collapsed, and 40 years of war between "The Successors" (Diadochi) ensued before the
Hellenistic world settled into four stable power blocks: the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, the Seleucid Empire in the
east, the Kingdom of Pergamon in Asia Minor, and Macedon. In the process, both Alexander IV and Philip III were
murdered.[154]

Testament
Diodorus stated that Alexander had given detailed written instructions to Craterus some time before his death.[155]

Craterus started to carry out Alexander's commands, but the successors chose not to further implement them, on the
grounds they were impractical and extravagant.[155] Nevertheless, Perdiccas read Alexander's will to his troops.[65]

The testament called for military expansion into the southern and western Mediterranean, monumental constructions,
and the intermixing of Eastern and Western populations. It included:
• Construction of a monumental tomb for his father Philip, "to match the greatest of the pyramids of Egypt"[65]

• Erection of great temples in Delos, Delphi, Dodona, Dium, Amphipolis, and a monumental temple to Athena at
Troy[65]

• Conquest of Arabia and the entire Mediterranean Basin[65]
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• Circumnavigation of Africa[65]

• Development of cities and the "transplant of populations from Asia to Europe and in the opposite direction from
Europe to Asia, in order to bring the largest continent to common unity and to friendship by means of
intermarriage and family ties."[156]

Character

Generalship

The Battle of the Granicus, 334 BC

The Battle of Issus, 333 BC

Alexander earned the epithet "the Great" due to his unparalleled
success as a military commander.[64] He never lost a battle, despite
typically being outnumbered.[64] This was due to use of terrain,
phalanx and cavalry tactics, bold strategy, and the fierce loyalty of his
troops.[157][158] The Macedonian phalanx, armed with the sarissa, a
spear 6 metres (unknown operator: u'strong' ft) long, had been
developed and perfected by Philip II through rigorous training,[158] and
Alexander used its speed and maneuverability to great effect against
larger but more disparate Persian forces.[158] Alexander also
recognized the potential for disunity among his diverse army, which
employed various languages and weapons. He overcame this by being
personally involved in battle,[90] in the manner of a Macedonian
king.[157][158]

In his first battle in Asia, at Granicus, Alexander used only a small part
of his forces, perhaps 13,000 infantry with 5,000 cavalry, against a
much larger Persian force of 40,000. Alexander placed the phalanx at
the center and cavalry and archers on the wings, so that his line
matched the length of the Persian cavalry line, about 3 km (unknown
operator: u'strong' mi). By contrast, the Persian infantry was
stationed behind its cavalry. This ensured that Alexander would not be
outflanked, while his phalanx, armed with long pikes, had a
considerable advantage over the Persian's scimitars and javelins.
Macedonian losses were negligible compared to those of the Persians.[159]

At Issus in 333 BC, his first confrontation with Darius, he used the same deployment, and again the central phalanx
pushed through.[159] Alexander personally led the charge in the center, routing the opposing army.[157] At the
decisive encounter with Darius at Gaugamela, Darius equipped his chariots with scythes on the wheels to break up
the phalanx and equipped his cavalry with pikes. Alexander arranged a double phalanx, with the center advancing at
an angle, parting when the chariots bore down and then reforming. The advance was successful and broke Darius'
center, causing the latter to flee once again.[159]

When faced with opponents who used unfamiliar fighting techniques, such as in Central Asia and India, Alexander
adapted his forces to his opponents' style. Thus, in Bactria and Sogdiana, Alexander successfully used his javelin
throwers and archers to prevent outflanking movements, while massing his cavalry at the center.[157] In India,
confronted by Porus' elephant corps, the Macedonians opened their ranks to envelop the elephants and used their
sarissas to strike upwards and dislodge the elephants' handlers.[124]
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Physical appearance

Roman copy of a statue by Lysippos,
Louvre Museum. Plutarch felt

sculptures by Lysippos were the
most faithful.

Greek biographer Plutarch (ca. 45–120 AD) describes Alexander's appearance
as:

1 The outward appearance of Alexander is best represented by the statues
of him which Lysippus made, and it was by this artist alone that Alexander
himself thought it fit that he should be modelled. 2 For those peculiarities
which many of his successors and friends afterwards tried to imitate,
namely, the poise of the neck, which was bent slightly to the left, and the
melting glance of his eyes, this artist has accurately observed. 3 Apelles,
however, in painting him as wielder of the thunder-bolt, did not reproduce
his complexion, but made it too dark and swarthy. Whereas he was of a
fair colour, as they say, and his fairness passed into ruddiness on his breast
particularly, and in his face. 4 Moreover, that a very pleasant odour exhaled
from his skin and that there was a fragrance about his mouth and all his
flesh, so that his garments were filled with it, this we have read in the
Memoirs of Aristoxenus.[160]

Greek historian Arrian (Lucius Flavius Arrianus 'Xenophon' ca. 86 – 160) described Alexander as:
[T]he strong, handsome commander with one eye dark as the night and one blue as the sky.[161][162]

The semi-legendary Alexander Romance also suggests that Alexander suffered from heterochromia iridum: that one
eye was dark and the other light.[163]

British historian Peter Green provided a description of Alexander's appearance, based on his review of statues and
some ancient documents:

Physically, Alexander was not prepossessing. Even by Macedonian standards he was very short, though stocky
and tough. His beard was scanty, and he stood out against his hirsute Macedonian barons by going
clean-shaven. His neck was in some way twisted, so that he appeared to be gazing upward at an angle. His
eyes (one blue, one brown) revealed a dewy, feminine quality. He had a high complexion and a harsh
voice.[164]

Ancient authors recorded that Alexander was so pleased with portraits of himself created by Lysippos that he forbade
other sculptors from crafting his image.[165] Lysippos had often used the Contrapposto sculptural scheme to portray
Alexander and other characters such as Apoxyomenos, Hermes and Eros.[166] Lysippos' sculpture, famous for its
naturalism, as opposed to a stiffer, more static pose, is thought to be the most faithful depiction.[167]

Personality

Alexander (left) fighting an Asiatic lion with his
friend Craterus (detail). 3rd century BC mosaic,

Pella Museum.

Some of Alexander's strongest personality traits formed in response to
his parents.[164] His mother had huge ambitions, and encouraged him
to believe it was his destiny to conquer the Persian Empire.[164]

Olympias' influence instilled a sense of destiny in him,[168] and
Plutarch tells us that his ambition "kept his spirit serious and lofty in
advance of his years".[169] However, his father Philip was Alexander's
most immediate and influential role model, as the young Alexander
watched him campaign practically every year, winning victory after
victory while ignoring severe wounds.[48] Alexander's relationship with
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his father forged the competitive side of his personality; he had a need to out-do his father, illustrated by his reckless
behavior in battle.[164] While Alexander worried that his father would leave him "no great or brilliant achievement to
be displayed to the world",[170] he also downplayed his father's achievements to his companions.[164]

According to Plutarch, among Alexander's traits were a violent temper and rash, impulsive nature,[171] which
undoubtedly contributed to some of his decisions.[164] Although Alexander was stubborn and did not respond well to
orders from his father, he was open to reasoned debate.[172] He had a calmer side—perceptive, logical, and
calculating. He had a great desire for knowledge, a love for philosophy, and was an avid reader.[173] This was no
doubt in part due to Aristotle's tutelage; Alexander was intelligent and quick to learn.[164] His intelligent and rational
side was amply demonstrated by his ability and success as a general.[171] He had great self-restraint in "pleasures of
the body", in contrast with his lack of self control with alcohol.[174]

Alexander was erudite and patronized both arts and sciences.[169][173] However, he had little interest in sports or the
Olympic games (unlike his father), seeking only the Homeric ideals of honor (timê) and glory (kudos).[48][168] He
had great charisma and force of personality, characteristics which made him a great leader.[151][171] His unique
abilities were further demonstrated by the inability of any of his generals to unite Macedonia and retain the Empire
after his death – only Alexander had the ability to do so.[151]

During his final years, and especially after the death of Hephaestion, Alexander began to exhibit signs of
megalomania and paranoia.[135] His extraordinary achievements, coupled with his own ineffable sense of destiny and
the flattery of his companions, may have combined to produce this effect.[175] His delusions of grandeur are readily
visible in his testament and in his desire to conquer the world.[135]

He appears to have believed himself a deity, or at least sought to deify himself.[135] Olympias always insisted to him
that he was the son of Zeus,[176] a theory apparently confirmed to him by the oracle of Amun at Siwa.[177] He began
to identify himself as the son of Zeus-Ammon.[177] Alexander adopted elements of Persian dress and customs at
court, notably proskynesis, a practice that Macedonians disapproved, and were loath to perform.[101] This behavior
cost him the sympathies of many of his countrymen.[178] However, Alexander also was a pragmatic ruler who
understood the difficulties of ruling culturally disparate peoples, many of whom lived in kingdoms where the king
was divine.[102][179] Thus, rather than megalomania, his behavior may simply have been a practical attempt at
strengthening his rule and keeping his empire together.[90][179]
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Personal relationships

A mural in Pompeii, depicting the marriage of
Alexander to Barsine (Stateira) in 324 BC. The

couple are apparently dressed as Ares and
Aphrodite.

The central personal relationship of Alexander's life was with his
friend, general, and bodyguard Hephaestion, the son of a Macedonian
noble.[126][164][180] Hephaestion's death devastated Alexander.[126][181]

This event may have contributed to Alexander's failing health and
detached mental state during his final months.[135][139]

Alexander married twice: Roxana, daughter of the Bactrian nobleman
Oxyartes, out of love;[182] and Stateira II, a Persian princess and
daughter of Darius III of Persia, for political reasons.[183] He
apparently had two sons, Alexander IV of Macedon of Roxana and,
possibly, Heracles of Macedon from his mistress Barsine. He lost
another child when Roxana miscarried at Babylon.[184][185]

Alexander's sexuality has been the subject of speculation and
controversy.[186] No ancient sources stated that Alexander had
homosexual relationships, or that Alexander's relationship with
Hephaestion was sexual. Aelian, however, writes of Alexander's visit
to Troy where "Alexander garlanded the tomb of Achilles and
Hephaestion that of Patroclus, the latter riddling that he was a beloved
of Alexander, in just the same way as Patroclus was of Achilles".[187]

Noting that the word eromenos (ancient Greek for beloved) does not necessarily bear sexual meaning, Alexander
may have been bisexual, which in his time was not controversial.[188]

Green argues that there is little evidence in ancient sources that Alexander had much carnal interest in women; he did
not produce an heir until the very end of his life.[164] However, he was relatively young when he died, and Ogden
suggests that Alexander's matrimonial record is more impressive than his father's at the same age.[189] Apart from
wives, Alexander had many more female companions. Alexander accumulated a harem in the style of Persian kings,
but he used it rather sparingly;[190] showing great self-control in "pleasures of the body".[174] Nevertheless, Plutarch
described how Alexander was infatuated by Roxana while complimenting him on not forcing himself on her.[191]

Green suggested that, in the context of the period, Alexander formed quite strong friendships with women, including
Ada of Caria, who adopted him, and even Darius's mother Sisygambis, who supposedly died from grief upon hearing
of Alexander's death.[164]
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Legacy

The Hellenistic world view after Alexander: ancient world map of Eratosthenes
(276–194 BC), incorporating information from the campaigns of Alexander and

his successors.[192]

Alexander's legacy extended beyond his
military conquests. His campaigns greatly
increased contacts and trade between East
and West, and vast areas to the east were
significantly exposed to Greek civilization
and influence.[14] Some of the cities he
founded became major cultural centers,
many surviving into the twenty-first century.
His chroniclers recorded valuable
information about the areas through which
he marched, while the Greeks themselves
got a sense of belonging to a world beyond
the Mediterranean.[14]

Hellenistic kingdoms

Alexander's most immediate legacy was the introduction of Macedonian rule to huge new swathes of Asia. At the
time of his death, Alexander's empire covered some 5200000 km2 (unknown operator: u'strong' sq mi),[193] and
was the largest state of its time. Many of these areas remained in Macedonian hands or under Greek influence for the
next 200–300 years. The successor states that emerged were, at least initially, dominant forces, and these 300 years
are often referred to as the Hellenistic period.[194]

Plan of Alexandria in antiquity

The eastern borders of Alexander's empire began to
collapse even during his lifetime.[151] However, the
power vacuum he left in the northwest of the Indian
subcontinent directly gave rise to one of the most
powerful Indian dynasties in history. Taking advantage
of this, Chandragupta Maurya (referred to in Greek
sources as "Sandrokottos"), of relatively humble origin,
took control of the Punjab, and with that power base
proceeded to conquer the Nanda Empire.[195]

Founding of cities

Over the course of his conquests, Alexander founded
some twenty cities that bore his name, most of them
east of the Tigris.[102][196] The first, and greatest, was Alexandria in Egypt, which would become one of the leading
Mediterranean cities.[102] The cities locations' reflected trade routes as well as defensive positions. At first the cities
must have been inhospitable, little more than defensive garrisons.[102] Following Alexander's death, many Greeks
who had settled there tried to return to Greece.[102][196] However, a century or so after Alexander's death, many of
the Alexandrias were thriving, with elaborate public buildings and substantial populations that included both Greek
and local peoples.[102]
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Hellenization

Alexander's empire was the largest state of its time, covering approximately 5.2
million square km.

Hellenization was coined by the German
historian Johann Gustav Droysen to denote
the spread of Greek language, culture, and
population into the former Persian empire
after Alexander's conquest.[194] That this
export took place is undoubted, and can be
seen in the great Hellenistic cities of, for
instance, Alexandria, Antioch[197] and
Seleucia (south of modern Baghdad).[198]

Alexander sought to insert Greek elements
into Persian culture and attempted to
hybridize Greek and Persian culture. This
culminated in his aspiration to homogenize
the populations of Asia and Europe. However, his successors explicitly rejected such policies. Nevertheless,
Hellenization occurred throughout the region, accompanied by a distinct and opposite 'Orientalization' of the
Successor states.[197][199]

The core of Hellenistic culture was essentially Athenian.[197][200] The close association of men from across Greece in
Alexander's army directly led to the emergence of the largely Attic-based "koine", or "common" Greek dialect.[201]

Koine spread throughout the Hellenistic world, becoming the lingua franca of Hellenistic lands and eventually the
ancestor of modern Greek.[201] Furthermore, town planning, education, local government, and art current in the
Hellenistic period were all based on Classical Greek ideals, evolving into distinct new forms commonly grouped as
Hellenistic.[197] Aspects of Hellenistic culture were still evident in the traditions of the Byzantine Empire in the
mid-15th century.[202][203]
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The Buddha, in Greco-Buddhist style, 1st–2nd century
AD, Gandhara (Modern Pakistan). Tokyo National

Museum.

Some of the most unusual effects of Hellenization can be seen in
India, in the region of the relatively late-arising Indo-Greek
kingdoms.[204] There, isolated from Europe, Greek culture
apparently hybridized with Indian, and especially Buddhist,
influences. The first realistic portrayals of the Buddha appeared at
this time; they were modeled on Greek statues of Apollo.[204]

Several Buddhist traditions may have been influenced by the
ancient Greek religion: the concept of Boddhisatvas is reminiscent
of Greek divine heroes,[205] and some Mahayana ceremonial
practices (burning incense, gifts of flowers, and food placed on
altars) are similar to those practiced by the ancient Greeks. Zen
Buddhism draws in part on the ideas of Greek stoics, such as
Zeno.[206] One Greek king, Menander I, probably became
Buddhist, and was immortalized in Buddhist literature as
'Milinda'.[204] The process of Hellenization extended to the
sciences, where ideas from Greek astronomy filtered eastward and
had profoundly influenced Indian astronomy by the early centuries
AD.[207] For example, Greek astronomical instruments dating to
the 3rd century BC were found in the Greco-Bactrian city of Ai
Khanoum in modern-day Afghanistan[208] while the Greek concept
of a spherical earth surrounded by the spheres of planets was
adopted in India and eventually supplanted the long-standing
Indian cosmological belief of a flat and circular earth.[207][209] The
Yavanajataka and Paulisa Siddhanta texts in particular show Greek
influence.

Influence on Rome

Alexander and his exploits were admired by many Romans, especially generals, who wanted to associate themselves
with his achievements.[210] Polybius began his Histories by reminding Romans of Alexander's achievements, and
thereafter Roman leaders saw him as a role model. Pompey the Great adopted the epithet "Magnus" and even
Alexander's anatole-type haircut, and searched the conquered lands of the east for Alexander's 260-year-old cloak,
which he then wore as a sign of greatness.[210] Julius Caesar dedicated a Lysippean equestrian bronze statue but
replaced Alexander's head with his own, while Octavian visited Alexander's tomb in Alexandria and temporarily
changed his seal from a sphinx to Alexander's profile.[210] The emperor Trajan also admired Alexander, as did Nero
and Caracalla.[210] The Macriani, a Roman family that in the person of Macrinus briefly ascended to the imperial
throne, kept images of Alexander on their persons, either on jewelry, or embroidered into their clothes.[211]
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The Greco-Bactrian king Demetrius (reigned c.
200–180 BC), wearing an elephant scalp, took

over Alexander's legacy in the east by again
invading India, and establishing the Indo-Greek

kingdom (180 BC–10 AD).

On the other hand, some Roman writers, particularly Republican
figures, used Alexander as a cautionary tale of how autocratic
tendencies can be kept in check by republican values.[212] Alexander
was used by these writers as an example of ruler values such as amicita
(friendship) and clementia (clemency), but also iracundia (anger) and
cupiditas gloriae (over-desire for glory).[212]

Legend

Legendary accounts surround the life of Alexander the Great, many
deriving from his own lifetime, probably encouraged by Alexander
himself.[213] His court historian Callisthenes portrayed the sea in
Cilicia as drawing back from him in proskynesis. Writing shortly after
Alexander's death, another participant, Onesicritus, invented a tryst
between Alexander and Thalestris, queen of the mythical Amazons.
When Onesicritus read this passage to his patron, Alexander's general
and later King Lysimachus reportedly quipped, "I wonder where I was

at the time."[214]

In the first centuries after Alexander's death, probably in Alexandria, a quantity of the legendary material coalesced
into a text known as the Alexander Romance, later falsely ascribed to Callisthenes and therefore known as
Pseudo-Callisthenes. This text underwent numerous expansions and revisions throughout Antiquity and the Middle
Ages,[215] containing many dubious stories,[213] and was translated into numerous languages.[216]

In ancient and modern culture

Alexander the Great depicted in a 14th century
Byzantine manuscript

Alexander the Great's accomplishments and legacy have been depicted
in many cultures. Alexander has figured in both high and popular
culture beginning in his own era to the present day. The Alexander
Romance, in particular, has had a significant impact on portrayals of
Alexander in later cultures, from Persian to medieval European to
modern Greek.[216]

Alexander features prominently in modern Greek folklore, more so
than any other ancient figure.[217] The colloquial form of his name in
modern Greek ("O Megalexandros") is a household name, and he is the
only ancient hero to appear in the Karagiozis shadow play.[217] One
well-known fable among Greek seamen involves a solitary mermaid
who would grasp a ship's prow during a storm and ask the captain "Is King Alexander alive?". The correct answer is
"He is alive and well and rules the world!", causing the mermaid to vanish and the sea to calm. Any other answer
would cause the mermaid to turn into a raging Gorgon who would drag the ship to the bottom of the sea, all hands
aboard.[217]

In pre-Islamic Persian (Zoroastrian) literature, Alexander is referred to by the epithet "gojastak", meaning
"accursed", and is accused of destroying temples and burning the sacred texts of Zoroastrianism.[218]
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15th century Persian miniature
painting from Herat depicting

Alexander the Great

In Islamic Iran, under the influence of the Alexander Romance, a more positive
portrayal of Alexander emerges.[219] Firdausi's Shahnameh ("The Book of
Kings") includes Alexander in a line of legitimate Iranian shahs, a mythical
figure who explored the far reaches of the world in search of the fountain of
youth.[220] Later Persian writers associate him with philosophy, portraying him
at a symposium with figures such as Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, in search of
immortality.[219]

The Syriac version of the Alexander Romance portrays him as an ideal Christian
world conqueror who prayed to "the one true God".[219] In Egypt, Alexander was
portrayed as the son of Nectanebo II, the last pharaoh before the Persian
conquest.[221] His defeat of Darius was depicted as Egypt's salvation, "proving"
Egypt was still ruled by an Egyptian.[221]

The figure of Dhul-Qarnayn (literally "the Two-Horned One") mentioned in the
Quran is believed by some scholars to represent Alexander, due to parallels with
the Alexander Romance.[219] In this tradition, he was a heroic figure who built a
wall to defend against the nations of Gog and Magog.[221] He then traveled the
known world in search for the Water of Life and Immortality, eventually
becoming a prophet.[221]

In India and Pakistan, more specifically the Punjab, the name "Sikandar", derived from Persian, denotes a rising
young talent.[222] In medieval Europe he was made a member of the Nine Worthies, a group of heroes who
encapsulated all the ideal qualities of chivalry.

Historiography
Apart from a few inscriptions and fragments, texts written by people who actually knew Alexander or who gathered
information from men who served with Alexander were all lost.[14] Contemporaries who wrote accounts of his life
included Alexander's campaign historian Callisthenes; Alexander's generals Ptolemy and Nearchus; Aristobulus, a
junior officer on the campaigns; and Onesicritus, Alexander's chief helmsman. Their works are lost, but later works
based on these original sources have survived. The earliest of these is Diodorus Siculus (1st century BC), followed
by Quintus Curtius Rufus (mid to late 1st century AD), Arrian (1st to 2nd century AD), the biographer Plutarch (1st
to 2nd century AD), and finally Justin, whose work dated as late as the 4th century AD.[14] Of these, Arrian is
generally considered the most reliable, given that he used Ptolemy and Aristobulus as his sources, closely followed
by Diodorus.[14]

Notes
^ i: By the time of his death, he had conquered the entire Achaemenid Persian Empire, adding it to Macedon's 
European territories; according to some modern writers, this was most of the world then known to the ancient Greeks 
(the 'Ecumene').[223][224] An approximate view of the world known to Alexander can be seen in Hecataeus of 
Miletus's map; see Hecataeus world map. 
^ ii: For instance, Hannibal supposedly ranked Alexander as the greatest general;[225] Julius Caesar wept on seeing a 
statue of Alexander, since he had achieved so little by the same age;[226] Pompey consciously posed as the 'new 
Alexander';[227] the young Napoleon Bonaparte also encouraged comparisons with Alexander.[228] 
^ iii: The name Αλέξανδρος derives from the Greek verb "ἀλέξω" (alexō), "to ward off, to avert, to defend"[229] and 
the noun "ἀνδρός" (andros), genitive of "ἀνήρ" (anēr), "man"[230] and means "protector of men."[231] 
^ iv: "In the early 5th century the royal house of Macedon, the Temenidae, was recognised as Greek by the
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Presidents of the Olympic Games. Their verdict was and is decisive. It is certain that the Kings considered
themselves to be of Greek descent from Heracles son of Zeus."[232] 
^ v: "AEACIDS Descendants of Aeacus, son of Zeus and the nymph Aegina, eponymous (see the term) to the island
of that name. His son was Peleus, father of Achilles, whose descendants (real or supposed) called themselves
Aeacids: thus Pyrrhus and Alexander the Great."[233] 
^ vi: There have been, since the time, many suspicions that Pausanias was actually hired to murder Philip. Suspicion
has fallen upon Alexander, Olympias and even the newly crowned Persian Emperor, Darius III. All three of these
people had motive to have Philip murdered.[234]
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Amazons

Amazons

Amazon preparing for a battle (Queen Antiop or
Armed Venus), by Pierre-Eugène-Emile Hébert

1860 (National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.)

The Amazons (Greek: Ἀμαζόνες, Amazónes, singular Ἀμαζών,
Amazōn) are a nation of all-female warriors in Greek mythology and
Classical antiquity. Herodotus placed them in a region bordering
Scythia in Sarmatia (modern territory of Ukraine). Other
historiographers place them in Asia Minor,[1] or Libya.[2]

Notable queens of the Amazons are Penthesilea, who participated in
the Trojan War, and her sister Hippolyta, whose magical girdle, given
to her by her father Ares, was the object of one of the labours of
Hercules. Amazonian raiders were often depicted in battle with Greek
warriors in amazonomachies in classical art.

The Amazons have become associated with various historical peoples
throughout the Roman Empire period and Late Antiquity. In Roman
historiography, there are various accounts of Amazon raids in Asia
Minor. From the Early Modern period, their name has become a term
for female warriors in general.

Etymology

The origin of the word is uncertain. It may be derived from an Iranian
ethnonym *ha-mazan-, "warriors", a word attested as a denominal verb (formed with the Indo-Iranian root kar-
"make" also in kar-ma) in Hesychius of Alexandria's gloss ἁμαζακάραν· πολεμεῖν. Πέρσαι ("hamazakaran: 'to
make war' (Persian)").[3] Alternatively, a Greek derivation from *ṇ-mṇ-gw-jon-es "manless, without husbands" (a-
privative and a derivation of *man- also found in Slavic muzh) has been proposed, an explanation deemed "unlikely"
by Hjalmar Frisk.[4] 19th century scholarship also connected the term to the ethnonym Amazigh.[5] A further
explanation proposes Iranian *ama-janah "virility-killing" as source.[6]

Among Classical Greeks, amazon was given a popular etymology as from a-mazos, "without breast", connected with
an etiological tradition that Amazons had their left breast cut off or burnt out, so they would be able to use a bow
more freely and throw spears without the physical limitation and obstruction;[7] there is no indication of such a
practice in works of art, in which the Amazons are always represented with both breasts, although the left is
frequently covered (see photos in article).
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Origins

Illustration depicting defeated Greeks being cruelly executed by Amazons.

Amazon wearing trousers and
carrying a shield with an attached

patterned cloth and a quiver. Ancient
Greek Attic white-ground alabastron,
ca. 470 BC, British Museum, London

Amazons were said to have lived in Pontus,
which is part of modern day Turkey near the
shore of the Euxine Sea (the Black Sea).
There they formed an independent kingdom
under the government of a queen named
Hippolyta or Hippolyte ("loose, unbridled
mare").[8] The Amazons were supposed to
have founded many towns, amongst them
Smyrna, Ephesus, Sinope, and Paphos.
According to the dramatist Aeschylus, in the
distant past they had lived in Scythia
(modern Crimea), at the Palus Maeotis
("Lake Maeotis", the Sea of Azov), but later
moved to Themiscyra on the River
Thermodon (the Terme river in northern
Turkey). Herodotus called them
Androktones ("killers of men"), and he
stated that in the Scythian language they
were called Oiorpata, which he asserted had
this meaning.

The myth

In some versions of the myth, no men were
permitted to have sexual encounters or
reside in Amazon country; but once a year,
in order to prevent their race from dying out,
they visited the Gargareans, a neighbouring
tribe. The male children who were the result
of these visits were either killed, sent back
to their fathers or exposed in the wilderness
to fend for themselves; the girls were kept
and brought up by their mothers, and trained
in agricultural pursuits, hunting, and the art
of war. In other versions when the Amazons
went to war they would not kill all the men.
Some they would take as slaves, and once or
twice a year they would have sex with their
slaves.[9]

The intermarriage of Amazons and men from other tribes was also used to explain the origin of various peoples. For
example, the story of the Amazons settling with the Scythians (Herodotus Histories 4.110.1-117.1).[10]

In the Iliad, the Amazons were referred to as Antianeirai ("those who fight like men").
The Amazons appear in Greek art of the Archaic period and in connection with several Greek legends. They invaded 
Lycia, but were defeated by Bellerophon, who was sent against them by Iobates, the king of that country, in the hope
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that he might meet his death at their hands.[11][12] The tomb of Myrine is mentioned in the Iliad; later interpretation
made of her an Amazon: according to Diodorus,[13] Queen Myrine led her Amazons to victory against Libya and
much of Gorgon.
They attacked the Phrygians, who were assisted by Priam, then a young man.[14] Although in his later years, towards
the end of the Trojan War, his old opponents took his side again against the Greeks under their queen Penthesilea "of
Thracian birth", who was slain by Achilles.[15][16][17][18][19][20]

One of the tasks imposed upon Heracles by Eurystheus was to obtain possession of the girdle of the Amazonian
queen Hippolyta.[21][22][23][24] He was accompanied by his friend Theseus, who carried off the princess Antiope,
sister of Hippolyta, an incident which led to a retaliatory invasion of Attica,[25][26] in which Antiope perished
fighting by the side of Theseus. In some versions, however, Theseus marries Hippolyta and in others, he marries
Antiope and she does not die; by this marriage with the Amazon Theseus had a son Hippolytus. The battle between
the Athenians and Amazons is often commemorated in an entire genre of art, amazonomachy, in marble bas-reliefs
such as from the Parthenon or the sculptures of the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus.

Thalestris, Queen of the Amazons, visits
Alexander (1696)

The Amazons are also said to have undertaken an expedition against
the island of Leuke, at the mouth of the Danube, where the ashes of
Achilles had been deposited by Thetis. The ghost of the dead hero
appeared and so terrified the horses, that they threw and trampled upon
the invaders, who were forced to retire. Pompey is said to have found
them in the army of Mithridates.

They are heard of in the time of Alexander, when some of the king's
biographers make mention of Amazon Queen Thalestris visiting him
and becoming a mother by him (the story is known from the Alexander
Romance). However, several other biographers of Alexander dispute
the claim, including the highly regarded secondary source, Plutarch. In
his writing he makes mention of a moment when Alexander's

secondary naval commander, Onesicritus, was reading the Amazon passage of his Alexander history to King
Lysimachus of Thrace who was on the original expedition: the king smiled at him and said "And where was I, then?"

The Roman writer Virgil's characterization of the Volscian warrior maiden Camilla in the Aeneid borrows heavily
from the myth of the Amazons.
Jordanes' Getica (c. 560), purporting to give the earliest history of the Goths, relates that the Goths' ancestors,
descendants of Magog, originally dwelt within Scythia, on the Sea of Azov between the Dnieper and Don Rivers.
After a few centuries, following an incident where the Goths' women successfully fended off a raid by a neighboring
tribe, while the menfolk were off campaigning against Pharaoh Vesosis, the women formed their own army under
Marpesia and crossed the Don, invading Asia. Her sister Lampedo remained in Europe to guard the homeland. They
procreated with men once a year. These Amazons conquered Armenia, Syria, and all of Asia Minor, even reaching
Ionia and Aeolia, holding this vast territory for 100 years. Jordanes also mentions that they fought with Hercules, and
in the Trojan War, and that a smaller contingent of them endured in the Caucasus Mountains until the time of
Alexander. He mentions by name the Queens Menalippe, Hippolyta, and Penthesilea.
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Lists
There are several (conflicting) lists of names of Amazons.
Quintus Smyrnaeus[27] lists the attendant warriors of Penthesilea: "Clonie was there, Polemusa, Derinoe, Evandre,
and Antandre, and Bremusa, Hippothoe, dark-eyed Harmothoe, Alcibie, Derimacheia, Antibrote, and Thermodosa
glorying with the spear."
Diodorus Siculus[28] enlists nine Amazons who challenged Heracles to single combat during his quest for
Hippolyta's girdle and died against him one by one: Aella, Philippis, Prothoe, Eriboea, Celaeno, Eurybia, Phoebe,
Deianeira, Asteria, Marpe, Tecmessa, Alcippe. After Alcippe's death, a group attack followed.
Another list of Amazons' names is found in Hyginus' Fabulae.[29] Along with Hippolyta, Otrera, Antiope and
Penthesilea, it attests the following names: Ocyale, Dioxippe, Iphinome, Xanthe, Hippothoe, Laomache, Glauce,
Agave, Theseis, Clymene, Polydora.
Yet another different set of names is found in Valerius Flaccus' Argonautica:[30] he mentions Euryale, Harpe, Lyce,
Menippe and Thoe. Of these Lyce also appears in a fragment preserved in the Latin Anthology where she is said to
have killed the hero Clonus of Moesia, son of Doryclus, with her javelin.[31]

John Tzetzes in Posthomerica[32] enumerates the Amazons that fell at Troy: Hippothoe, Antianeira, Toxophone,
Toxoanassa, Gortyessa, Iodoce, Pharetre, Andro, Ioxeia, Oïstrophe, Androdaïxa, Aspidocharme, Enchesimargos,
Cnemis, Thorece, Chalcaor, Eurylophe, Hecate, Anchimache, Andromache the queen. Concerning Antianeira and
Andromache, see below; for almost all the other names on the list, this is a unique attestation.
Stephanus of Byzantium provides an alternate list of the Amazons that fell against Heracles, describing them as "the
most prominent" of their people: Tralla, Isocrateia, Thiba, Palla, Coea (Koia), Coenia (Koinia).[33] Eustathius gives
the same list minus the last two names.[34] Both Stephanus and Eustathius write of these Amazons in connection with
the placename Thibais, which they report to have been derived from Thiba's name.
Other names of Amazons from various sources include:
• Aegea, queen of the Amazons who was thought by some to have been the eponym of the Aegean Sea.[35]

• Ainia, presumably accompanied Penthesilea to the Trojan War, killed by Achilles; known only from an Attic
terracotta relief fragment.[36]

• Ainippe, an Amazon who confronted Telamon in the battle against Heracles' troops[37]

• Alce, who was said to have killed the young Oebalus of Arcadia, son of Ida (otherwise unknown), with her spear
during the Parthian War.[31]

• Amastris, who was believed to be the eponym of the city previously known as Kromna,[38] although the city was
also thought to have been named after the historical Amastris[39]

• Anaea, an Amazon whose tomb was shown at the island of Samos[40]

• Andromache, an Amazon who fought Heracles and was defeated; only known from vase paintings.[37][41] Not to
be confused with Andromache, wife of Hector.

• Antianeira, succeeded Penthesilea as Queen of the Amazons. She was best known for ordering her male servants
to be crippled "as the lame best perform the acts of love".[42]

• Areto and Iphito, two little-known Amazons, whose names are only attested in inscriptions on artefacts.[43]

• Clete, one of the twelve followers of Penthesilea. After Penthesilea's death she, in accord with the former's will,
sailed off and eventually landed in Italy, founding the city of Clete.[44]

• Cyme, who gave her name to the city of Cyme (Aeolis)[45][46]

• Cynna (?), one of the two possible eponyms (the other one being "Cynnus, brother of Coeus") of Cynna, a small
town not far from Heraclea.[47]

• Ephesos, a Lydian Amazon, after whom the city of Ephesus was thought to have been named; she was also said to
have been the first to honor Artemis and to have surnamed the goddess Ephesia.[48] Her daughter Amazo was
thought of as the eponym of the Amazons.[49]
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• Eurypyle, queen of the Amazons who was reported to have led an expedition against Ninus and Babylon around
1760 BC[50][51][52]

• Gryne, an Amazon who was thought to be the eponym of the Gryneian grove in Asia Minor. She was loved by
Apollo and consorted with him in said grove.[53][54]

• Helene, daughter of Tityrus. She fought Achilles and died after he seriously wounded her.[55]

• Hippo, an Amazon who took part in the introduction of religious rites in honor of the goddess Artemis. She was
punished by the goddess for not having performed a ritual dance.[56]

• Lampedo, queen of the Amazons, co-ruler with Marpesia[57][58]

• Latoreia, who had a small village near Ephesus named after her.[59]

• Lysippe, mother of Tanais by Berossos. Her son only venerated Ares and was fully devoted to war, neglecting
love and marriage. Aphrodite cursed him with falling in love with his own mother. Preferring to die rather than
give up his chastity, he threw himself into the river Amazonius, which was subsequently renamed Tanais.[60]

• Marpesia, queen of the Amazons, co-ruler with Lampedo[57][58]

• Melanippe, sister of Hippolyta. Heracles captured her and demanded Hippolyta's girdle in exchange for her
freedom. Hippolyta complied and Heracles let her go. According to some,[61] however, she was killed by
Telamon.

• Molpadia, an Amazon who killed Antiope.[62]

• Myrleia, possible eponym of a city in Bithynia, which was later known as Apamea.[63]

• Myrto, in one source, mother of Myrtilus by Hermes[64] (elsewhere his mother is called Theobule).[65]

• Mytilene, Myrina's sister and one of the possible eponyms for the city of Mytilene[46]

• Orithyia, daughter and successor of Marpesia, famous for her conquests[57][58]

• Otrera, consort of Ares and mother of Hippolyta and Penthesilea.
• Pantariste, who killed Timiades in the battle between the Amazons and Heracles' troops.[37]

• Pitane and Priene, two commanders in Myrina's army, after whom the cities of Pitane (Aeolis) and Priene were
named.[46]

• Sanape, who fled to Pontus and married a local king. She habitually drank a lot of wine and was said to have
received her name from that circumstance, as "Sanape" was purported to mean "drunkard" in the local
language.[66]

• Sinope, successor of Lampedo and Marpesia.[58]

• Sisyrbe, after whom a part of Ephesus was called Sisyrba, and its inhabitants the Sisyrbitae.[67][68]

• Smyrna, who obtained possession of Ephesus and gave her name to a quarter in this city, as well as to the city of
Smyrna[69][70][71]

• Themiscyra, the eponym of the Amazon capital[72][73].

Hero cults
According to ancient sources, (Plutarch Theseus,[74] Pausanias), Amazon tombs could be found frequently
throughout what was once known as the ancient Greek world. Some are found in Megara, Athens, Chaeronea,
Chalcis, Thessaly at Skotousa, in Cynoscephalae and statues of Amazons are all over Greece. At both Chalcis and
Athens Plutarch tells us that there was an Amazoneum or shrine of Amazons that implied the presence of both tombs
and cult. On the day before the Thesea at Athens there were annual sacrifices to the Amazons. In historical times
Greek maidens of Ephesus performed an annual circular dance with weapons and shields that had been established
by Hippolyta and her Amazons. They had initially set up wooden statues of Artemis, a bretas, (Pausanias, (fl.c.160):
Description of Greece, Book I: Attica).[75]
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Two female gladiators with their names Amazonia and Achillea

In art

In works of art, battles between Amazons and Greeks
are placed on the same level as and often associated
with battles of Greeks and centaurs. The belief in their
existence, however, having been once accepted and
introduced into the national poetry and art, it became
necessary to surround them as far as possible with the
appearance of natural beings. Their occupation was
hunting and war; their arms the bow, spear, axe, a half
shield, nearly in the shape of a crescent, called pelta,
and in early art a helmet, the model before the Greek
mind having apparently been the goddess Athena. In
later art they approach the model of Artemis, wearing a
thin dress, girt high for speed; while on the later
painted vases their dress is often peculiarly Persian –

that is, close-fitting trousers and a high cap called the kidaris. They were usually on horseback but sometimes on
foot. They can also be identified in vase paintings by the fact that they are wearing one earring. The battle between
Theseus and the Amazons (Amazonomachy) is a favourite subject on the friezes of temples (e.g. the reliefs from the
frieze of the temple of Apollo at Bassae, now in the British Museum), vases and sarcophagus reliefs; at Athens it was
represented on the shield of the statue of Athena Parthenos, on wall-paintings in the Theseum and in the Stoa Poikile.
There were also three standard Amazon statue types.

In historiography
Herodotus reported that the Sarmatians were descendants of Amazons and Scythians, and that their wives observed
their ancient maternal customs, "frequently hunting on horseback with their husbands; in war taking the field; and
wearing the very same dress as the men". Moreover, said Herodotus, "No girl shall wed till she has killed a man in
battle". In the story related by Herodotus, a group of Amazons was blown across the Maeotian Lake (the Sea of
Azov) into Scythia near the cliff region (today's southeastern Crimea). After learning the Scythian language, they
agreed to marry Scythian men, on the condition that they not be required to follow the customs of Scythian women.
According to Herodotus, this band moved toward the northeast, settling beyond the Tanais (Don) river, and became
the ancestors of the Sauromatians. According to Herodotus, the Sarmatians fought with the Scythians against Darius
the Great in the 5th century B.C.
Hippocrates describes them as: "They have no right breasts...for while they are yet babies their mothers make red-hot
a bronze instrument constructed for this very purpose and apply it to the right breast and cauterize it, so that its
growth is arrested, and all its strength and bulk are diverted to the right shoulder and right arm."
Amazons came to play a role in Roman historiography. Caesar reminded the Senate of the conquest of large parts of 
Asia by Semiramis and the Amazons. Successful Amazon raids against Lycia and Cilicia contrasted with effective 
resistance by Lydian cavalry against the invaders (Strabo 5.504; Nicholas Damascenus). Gnaeus Pompeius Trogus 
pays particularly detailed attention to the Amazons. The story of the Amazons as deriving from a Cappadocian 
colony of two Scythian princes Ylinos and Scolopetos is due to him. Philostratus places the Amazons in the Taurus 
Mountains. Ammianus places them east of Tanais, as neighbouring the Alans. Procopius places them in the 
Caucasus. Diodorus Siculus (Bibliotheca historica chapter 49) derived the Amazons from Atlantis and located them 
in western Libya. He also relates the story of Hercules defeating the Amazons at Themiscyre. Although Strabo 
shows scepticism as to their historicity, the Amazons in general continue to be taken as historical throughout Late
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Antiquity. Several Church Fathers speak of the Amazons as of a real people. Solinus embraces the account of
Plinius. Under Aurelianus, captured Gothic women were identified as Amazons (Claudianus). The account of
Justinus was influential, and was used as a source by Orosius who continued to be read during the European Middle
Ages. Medieval authors thus continue the tradition of locating the Amazons in the North, Adam of Bremen placing
them at the Baltic Sea and Paulus Diaconus in the heart of Germania.[76]

Medieval and Renaissance literature
Amazons continued to be discussed by authors of the European Renaissance, and with the Age of Exploration, they
were located in ever more remote areas. In 1542, Francisco de Orellana reached the Amazon River (Amazonas in
Spanish), naming it after a tribe of warlike women he claimed having encountered and fought there.[77] Afterwards
the whole basin and region of the Amazon (Amazonía in Spanish) were named after the river. Amazons also figure in
the accounts of both Christopher Columbus and Walter Raleigh.[78] Famous medieval traveller John Mandeville
mentions them in his book:

"Beside the land of Chaldea is the land of Amazonia, that is the land of Feminye. And in that real is all woman
and no man; not as some may say, that men may not live there, but for because that the women will not suffer
no men amongst them to be their sovereigns." [79]

Medieval and Renaissance authors credit the Amazons with the invention of the battle-axe. This is probably related
to the Sagaris, an axe-like weapon associated with both Amazons and Scythian tribes by Greek authors (see also
Thracian tomb of Aleksandrovo kurgan). Paulus Hector Mair expresses astonishment that such a "manly weapon"
should have been invented by a "tribe of women", but he accepts the attribution out of respect for his authority,
Johannes Aventinus.
Ariosto's Orlando Furioso contains a country of warrior women, ruled by Queen Orontea; the epic describes an
origin much like that in Greek myth, in that the women, abandoned by a band of warriors and unfaithful lovers,
rallied together to form a nation from which men were severely reduced, to prevent them from regaining power. The
Amazons and Queen Hippolyta are also referenced in Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury Tales in "The Knight's Tale".

Historical background
Classicist Peter Walcot wrote, "Wherever the Amazons are located by the Greeks, whether it is somewhere along the
Black Sea in the distant north-east, or in Libya in the furthest south, it is always beyond the confines of the civilized
world. The Amazons exist outside the range of normal human experience."[80]

Nevertheless, there are various proposals for a historical nucleus of the Amazons of Greek historiography, the most
obvious candidates being historical Scythia and Sarmatia in line with the account by Herodotus, but some authors
prefer a comparison to cultures of Asia Minor or even Minoan Crete.

Archaeology

Scythians and Sarmatians
Speculation that the idea of Amazons contains a core of reality is based on archaeological findings from burials,
pointing to the possibility that some Sarmatian women may have participated in battle. These findings have led
scholars to suggest that the Amazonian legend in Greek mythology may have been "inspired by real warrior
women".[81]

Evidence of high-ranking warrior women comes from kurgans in southern Ukraine and Russia. David Anthony
notes, "About 20% of Scythian-Sarmatian "warrior graves" on the lower Don and lower Volga contained women
dressed for battle similar to how men dress, a phenomenon that probably inspired the Greek tales about the
Amazons."[82]
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Mounted Amazon in Scythian costume, on an
Attic red-figure vase, ca 420 BCE

Up to 25% of military burials were of armed Sarmatian women usually
including bows.[83] Russian archaeologist Vera Kovalevskaya points
out that when Scythian men were away fighting or hunting, nomadic
women would have to be able to defend themselves, their animals and
pasture-grounds competently. During the time that the Scythians
advanced into Asia and achieved near-hegemony in the Near-East,
there was a period of twenty-eight years when the men would have
been away on campaigns for long periods. During this time the women
would not only have had to defend themselves, but to reproduce and
this could well be the origin of the idea that Amazons mated once a
year with their neighbours, if Herodotus actually intended to base this
on a factual base.[83]

Before modern archaeology uncovered some of the Scythian burials of
warrior-maidens entombed under kurgans in the region of Altai Mountains and Sarmatia,[84] [85] giving concrete
form at last to the Greek tales of mounted Amazons, the origin of the story of the Amazons has been the subject of
speculation among classics scholars. In the 1911 Encyclopædia Britannica speculation ranged along the following
lines:

"While some regard the Amazons as a purely mythical people, others assume an historical foundation for
them. The deities worshipped by them were Ares (who is consistently assigned to them as a god of war, and as
a god of Thracian and generally northern origin) and Artemis, not the usual Greek goddess of that name, but
an Asiatic deity in some respects her equivalent. It is conjectured that the Amazons were originally the
temple-servants and priestesses (hierodulae) of this goddess; and that the removal of the breast corresponded
with the self-mutilation of the god Attis and the galli, Roman priests of Rhea Cybele. Another theory is that, as
the knowledge of geography extended, travellers brought back reports of tribes ruled entirely by women, who
carried out the duties which elsewhere were regarded as peculiar to man, in whom alone the rights of nobility
and inheritance were vested, and who had the supreme control of affairs. Hence arose the belief in the
Amazons as a nation of female warriors, organized and governed entirely by women. According to J.
Viirtheim (De Ajacis origine, 1907), the Amazons were of Greek origin [...] It has been suggested that the fact
of the conquest of the Amazons being assigned to the two famous heroes of Greek mythology, Heracles and
Theseus [...] shows that they were mythical illustrations of the dangers which beset the Greeks on the coasts of
Asia Minor; rather perhaps, it may be intended to represent the conflict between the Greek culture of the
colonies on the Euxine and the barbarism of the native inhabitants."
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Departure of the Amazons, by Claude Deruet, 1620.

Minoan Crete

When Minoan archeology was still in
its infancy, nevertheless, a theory
raised in an essay regarding the
Amazons contributed by Lewis
Richard Farnell and John Myres to
Robert Ranulph Marett's Anthropology
and the Classics (1908),[86] placed
their possible origins in Minoan
civilization, drawing attention to
overlooked similarities between the
two cultures. According to Myres,
(pp. 153 ff), the tradition interpreted in
the light of evidence furnished by
supposed Amazon cults seems to have
been very similar and may have even
originated in Minoan culture.
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• Religious cults associated with the Amazons (http:/ / www. sacred-texts. com/ wmn/ rca/ index. htm) (Florence

Mary Bennett, 1912)

Antiope
In Greek mythology, Antiope (   /ænˈtaɪ.əpiː/) was an Amazon, daughter of Ares and sister to Melanippe and
Hippolyte and possibly Orithyia, queens of the Amazons,.[1] She was the wife of Theseus, and the only Amazon
known to have married. There are various accounts of the manner in which Theseus became possessed of her, and of
her subsequent fortunes.
In one version, during Heracles' ninth labor, which was to obtain the Girdle of Hippolyte, when he captured the
Amazons' capital of Themiscyra, his companion Theseus, king of Athens, abducted Antiope and brought her to his
home[2][3] (or she was captured by Heracles and then given by him to Theseus[4]). According to Pausanias,[5]

Antiope fell in love with Theseus and betrayed the Amazons of her own free will. They were eventually married and
she gave birth to a son, Hippolytus, who was named after Antiope's sister. Soon after, the Amazons attacked Athens
in an attempt to rescue Antiope and to take back Hippolyte's girdle; however, in a battle near the hill of Ares they
were defeated. During this conflict, known as the Attic War, Antiope was accidentally shot dead by an Amazon
named Molpadia, who, in her turn, was then killed by Theseus.[6] Tombs of both Antiope and Molpadia were shown
in Athens.[5]

According to some sources, the cause for the Amazons' attack on Athens was the fact that Theseus had abandoned
Antiope and planned to marry Phaedra. Antiope was furious about this and decided to attack them on their wedding
day. She promised to kill every person in attendance; however, she was slain instead by Theseus himself, fulfilling
an oracle's prophecy to that effect.[7] Ovid mentions that Theseus killed Antiope despite the fact that she was
pregnant.[8]

An alternate version of the myth relates all of the facts concerning Antiope (abduction by Theseus, their marriage,
birth of Hippolytus, her being left behind in favour of Phaedra) not of her, but of Hippolyte.[9][10][11] In various
accounts of this version, the subsequent attack on Athens either does not occur at all or is led by Orithyia.[12]

In Giovanni Boccaccio's Famous Women,[13] a chapter is dedicated to Antiope and Orithyia.
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Otrera
In Greek mythology, Otrera (Greek: Οτρηρη Otrērē) was a Queen of the Amazons; the daughter of Eurus (the east
wind), consort of Ares and mother of Hippolyta, Antiope, Melanippe and Penthesilea.[1][2]

Otrera is sometimes considered the mythological founder of the Temple of Artemis in Ephesus,[3] which was closely
connected with Amazons.[4] She is also sometimes considered the founder of the Amazon nation, though many
myths place the first Amazons much earlier.

Notes
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[2] Hyginus, Fabulae, 30; 112
[3] Hyginus, Fabulae 223, 225
[4] Pausanias, Description of Greece 7. 2. 6
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Penthesilea

Penthesilea (1862), by Gabriel-Vital Dubray
(1813-1892). East façade of the Cour Carrée

in the Louvre palace, Paris

Penthesilea (Greek: Πενθεσίλεια) or Penthesileia was an Amazonian
queen in Greek mythology, the daughter of Ares and Otrera[1] and the
sister of Hippolyta, Antiope and Melanippe. Quintus Smyrnaeus[2]

explains more fully than pseudo-Apollodorus how Penthesilea came to be
at Troy: Penthesilea had killed Hippolyta with a spear when they were
hunting deer; this accident caused Penthesilea so much grief that she
wished only to die, but, as a warrior and an Amazon, she had to do so
honorably and in battle. She therefore was easily convinced to join in the
Trojan War, fighting on the side of Troy's defenders.

Penthesilea in Quintus Smyrnaeus' Posthomerica

Penthesilea arrives in Troy at the start of Posthomerica the night before
the fighting is due to recommence for the first time after Hector's death
and funeral. She came to Troy for two reasons: firstly, to prove to others
that her people, the Amazons, are great warriors and can share the
hardships of war and, secondly, to appease the Gods after she accidentally
killed her sister, Hippolyta, while hunting. She arrived with twelve
companions and promised the Trojans that she would kill Achilles. On her
first, and only, day of fighting, Penthesilea kills many men and clashes
with Telamonian Ajax, although there is no clear victor, before she comes
face to face with Achilles, who had been summoned by Telamonian Ajax.
Prior to Achilles' entrance, Penthesilea had tried to fight Telamonian Ajax
but he had merely laughed off her attempts, thinking her unfit to face him.
Achilles eventually kills her, needing only one blow to her breastplate to
knock her over and leave her begging for her life. He is unmoved by her
pleas, however, and kills her. He mocks her corpse until he removes her helmet. At this point, Achilles commits
necrophilia on her dead corpse. "Priestesses" by Norma Lorre Goodrich[3]
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Penthesilea in the Epic Cycle
Proclus, who summarized the lost epic, the Aethiopis of Arctinos of Miletus, of which only five lines survive in a
quotation,[4] gave the events of Penthesilea's life. The story of Penthesilea segues so smoothly from the Iliad in the
Epic Cycle that one manuscript tradition of the Iliad ends

"Such were the funeral games of Hector. And now there came an Amazon, the great-hearted daughter of
man-slaying Ares."

According to Diodorus Siculus
"Now they say that Penthesileia was the last of the Amazons to win distinction for bravery and that for the
future the race diminished more and more and then lost all its strength; consequently in later times, whenever
any writers recount their prowess, men consider the ancient stories about the Amazons to be fictitious tales."
(Diodorus Siculus, ii. 46).

Alongside Penthesilea were twelve other Amazons, including Antibrote, Ainia, and Clete. The rest were Alcibie,
Antandre, Bremusa, Derimacheia, Derinoe, Harmothoe, Hippothoe, Polemusa, and Thermodosa.[5]

Death of Penthesilea

Penthesilea by Arturo Michelena

Achilles kills Penthesilea in the tondo of an Attic
red-figure kylix, 470–460 BCE, found at Vulci

In the Pseudo-Apollodorus Epitome of the
Bibliotheke[6] she is said to have been killed
by Achilles, "who fell in love with the
Amazon after her death and slew Thersites
for jeering at him". The common
interpretation of this has been that Achilles
was romantically enamored of Penthesilea[7]

(a view that appears to be supported by
Pausanias, who noted that the throne of Zeus
at Olympia bore Panaenus' painted image of
the dying Penthesilea being supported by
Achilles).[8] Twelfth-century Byzantine
scholar Eustathius of Thessalonica
postulated a more brutal and literalist
reading of the term loved, however,
maintaining that Achilles actually
committed an act of necrophilia on her
corpse as a final insult to her.[9]

The Greek Thersites mockingly jeered at
Achilles's treatment of Penthesilea's body,
whereupon Achilles killed him. "When the
roughneck was at last killed by Achilles, for
mocking the hero's lament over the death of
the Amazon queen Penthesilea, a sacred
feud was fought for Thersites' sake":[10]

Thersites' cousin Diomedes, enraged at
Achilles' action, harnessed Penthesilea's corpse behind his chariot, dragged it and cast it into the Scamander, whence,
however, it was retrieved and given decent burial, whether by Achilles or by the Trojans is not known from our
fragmentary sources.[11]
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Robert Graves on Penthesilea
In Robert Graves' homonymous poem [12], Penthesilea is "despoiled of her arms by Prince Achilles". Yet, Achilles
slays Thersites for his disrespect towards Penthesilea.
A different tradition, attested in a lost poem of Stesichorus[13] makes Penthesilea the slayer of Hector, seen as a son
of Apollo.

Theme of Penthesilea
The subject of Penthesilea was treated so regularly by a sixth-century BC Attic vase-painter, whose work bridged the
"Severe style" and Classicism, that Adolf Furtwängler dubbed the anonymous master "The 'Penthesilea Painter". A
considerable corpus for this innovative and prolific painter, who must have had a workshop of his own, was rapidly
assembled[14] in part by J.D. Beazley.

Eleanor of Aquitaine compared to Penthesilea
The Byzantine historian Nicetas Choniates compared Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine, who took part in the Second
Crusade, with Penthesilea.

Heinrich von Kleist's Penthesilea
The treatment of Penthesilea that has received most critical attention since the early twentieth century, however, is
the drama Penthesilea by Heinrich von Kleist, who cast its "precipitously violent tempo"[15] in the form of
twenty-four consecutive scenes, without formal breaks into acts. The Swiss composer Othmar Schoeck wrote a 90'
one-act opera, Penthesilea (Dresden, 1927) based on Kleist's drama.

Popular culture
The asteroid 271 Penthesilea, discovered in 1887, was named in her honor.[16]

Penthiselea (a variant spelling of Penthesilea) is the name of a character in the BBC radio series ElvenQuest, a comic
fantasy which aired in 2009. Penthiselea is a warrior princess, and a member of a band of adventurers sworn to put
an end to the reign of the evil Lord Darkness. The character of Penthiselea is played by English actress Sophie
Winkleman.[17]

Notes
[1] Otrera is commonly invoked as the founder of the Temple of Artemis in Ephesus.
[2] Quintus Smyrnaeus, Posthomericai.18ff.
[3][3] Quintus, and Alan James. "Book I." The Trojan Epic: Posthomerica. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 2004. 1-20. Print.
[4] Quintus Smyrnaeus on-line text. (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Text/ QuintusSmyrnaeus1. html)
[5] Julie Ruffell, "Brave women warriors of Greek myth: an Amazon roster" (http:/ / www. whoosh. org/ issue12/ ruffel3. html) gives a long

alphabetized list of Amazon names, but with no citations.
[6] Pseudo-Apollodorus Epitome of the Bibliotheke 5.1 (Sir James George Frazer's translation).
[7] Sextus Propertius, in Book III.11, poem XI, of his Elegies
[8] ""And, at the extremity of the painting, is Penthesilea breathing her last, and Achilles supporting her" (Pausanias, 10.31.1 and 5.11.2, noted

by Graves 1960) This was the action that aroused Thersites' scorn.
[9] Eustathius on Homer, 1696. An act of necrophilia is not otherwise attested in any Greek epic, and this alleged act passed without notice by

any commentator in Antiquity. Pseudo-Apollodorus Epitome v.1-2 does not mention this reading, and its editor Sir James George Frazer did
not mention Eustathius' reading in his notes. For the death of Penthesilea, the medieval Rawlinson Excidium Troie was noted by Robert
Graves, The Greek Myths section 164, London: Penguin, (1955) 1960; Baltimore: Penguin. ISBN 0-14-001026-2.

[10] Abraham Feldman, "The Apotheosis of Thersites" The Classical Journal 42.4 (January 1947, pp. 219-220) p 220.
[11][11] Graves 1960:section 164.
[12] http:/ / www. translatum. gr/ forum/ index. php?topic=69738. 0
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[13] Quoted by John Tzetzes, On Lycophron, 266, noted by Graves 1960, section 163q, note 21.
[14] Mary Hamilton Swindler, "The Penthesilea Master" American Journal of Archaeology 19.4 (October 1915), pp. 398-417. In the series Bilder

Griechischen Vasen volume 10, edited by Hans Diepolder (1936) is devoted to the Penthesilea-Maler.
[15] John C. Blankenagel, The Dramas of Heinrich von Kleist: A Biographical and Critical Study (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina

Press) 1931, p 145.
[16] Schmadel, Lutz D.; International Astronomical Union (2003). Dictionary of minor planet names (http:/ / books. google. com/

books?id=KWrB1jPCa8AC& pg=PA39). Berlin; New York: Springer-Verlag. p. 39. ISBN 978-3-540-00238-3. . Retrieved 9 September 2011.
[17][17] "The audio recording of ElvenQuest, published by BBC Audio in August 2009, ISBN 139781408439241 "
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Thalestris

Thalestris from "Promptuarii Iconum Insigniorum "

According to the mythological Greek Alexander Romance, Queen
Thalestris (Ancient Greek: Θάληστρις) of the Amazons brought
300 women to Alexander the Great, hoping to breed a race of
children as strong and intelligent as he. According to the legend,
she stayed with the Macedonian king for 13 days and nights in the
hope that the great warrior would father a daughter by her.[1]

However, several of Alexander's biographers dispute the claim,
including the highly regarded secondary source, Plutarch. He
mentions 14 authors, some of whom believed the story (so
Onesicritus, Cleitarchus), while others took it to be only fiction (so
Aristobulus of Cassandreia, Chares of Mytilene, Ptolemy I of
Egypt, Duris of Samos).[2]

In his writing Plutarch also makes mention of when Alexander's
secondary naval commander, Onesicritus, was reading the
Amazon passage of his Alexander history to King Lysimachus of Thrace who was on the original expedition, the
king smiled at him and said "And where was I, then?"[3]

The story is rejected by modern scholars as legendary. Perhaps behind the legend lies the offering by a Scythian king
of his daughter as a wife for Alexander, as the latter himself wrote in a letter to Antipater.[4]

Modern references
Thalestris is also the name of a character in Mary Renault's historical novel The King Must Die, set in the time of the
mythological Theseus, who lived - if he existed at all - a thousand years or more before Alexander. The Thalestris
character is depicted by Renault as a skilled Amazonian bull-dancer and valiant warrior - which is presumably why
the writer gave her the name of an Amazon queen. There is also a brief reference to the courtship between Alexander
and Thalestris in Beaumarchais' Le Mariage De Figaro'.
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The Twelve Labours of Heracles

Labours of Hercules

Roman relief (3rd century CE) depicting a sequence of the Labours of Hercules,
representing from left to right the Nemean Lion, the Lernaean Hydra, the Erymanthian
Boar, the Ceryneian Hind, the Stymphalian birds, the Girdle of Hippolyte, the Augean

stables, the Cretan Bull and the Mares of Diomedes

The twelve labours of Hercules or
dodekathlon (Greek: δωδέκαθλον,
dodekathlon) are a series of episodes
concerning a penance carried out by
Heracles, the greatest of the Greek
heroes, whose name was later
romanised as Hercules. They were
later connected by a continuous
narrative. The establishment of a fixed
cycle of twelve labours was attributed
by the Greeks to an epic poem, now
lost, written by Peisander, dated about 600 BC.[1]

Context

Driven mad by Hera, Hercules slew his own six sons. After recovering his sanity, Hercules deeply regretted his
actions; he was purified by King Thespius, then traveled to Delphi to inquire how he could atone for his actions.
There the oracle Pythoness advised him to reside at Tyrins and serve King Eurystheus for twelve years, performing
whatever labour might beset him; in return, he would be rewarded with immortality. Hercules despaired at this,
loathing to serve a man whom he knew to be far inferior to himself, yet afraid to oppose his father Zeus. Eventually
he placed himself at Eurystheus's disposal.

Eurystheus ordered Hercules to perform ten labours. Hercules accomplished these tasks, but Eurystheus refused to
recognize two: the cleansing of the Augeas, because Hercules was going to accept pay for the labour; and the killing
of the Lernaean Hydra, as Hercules' nephew and charioteer Iolaus had helped him. Eurystheus set two more tasks
(fetching the Golden Apples of Hesperides and capturing Cerberus), which Hercules performed successfully,
bringing the total number of tasks to twelve.

The labours

The Heracles Papyrus, a fragment of a
3rd-century Greek manuscript of a poem about
the Labours of Heracles (Oxyrhynchus Papyrus

2331)

As they survive, the labours of Hercules are not told in any single
place, but must be reassembled from many sources. Ruck and
Staples[2] assert that there is no one way to interpret the labours, but
that six were located in the Peloponnese, culminating with the
rededication of Olympia. Six others took the hero farther afield. In
each case, the pattern was the same: Hercules was sent to kill or
subdue, or to fetch back for Hera's representative Eurystheus a magical
animal or plant. "The sites selected were all previously strongholds of
Hera or the 'Goddess' and were Entrances to the Netherworld".[2]
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A famous depiction of the labours in Greek sculpture is found on the metopes of the Temple of Zeus at Olympia,
which date to the 450s BC.
In his labours, Hercules was sometimes accompanied by a male companion (an eromenos), according to Licymnius
and others, such as Iolaus, his nephew. Although he was only supposed to perform ten labours, this assistance led to
his suffering two more. Eurystheus didn't count the Hydra, because Iolaus helped him, or the Augean stables, as he
received payment for his work, or because the rivers did the work. Several of the labours involved the offspring (by
various accounts) of Typhon and his mate Echidna, all overcome by Hercules.
A traditional order of the labours found in the Bibliotheca[3] is:
1. Slay the Nemean Lion.
2. Slay the nine-headed Lernaean Hydra.
3. Capture the Golden Hind of Artemis.
4. Capture the Erymanthian Boar.
5. Clean the Augean stables in a single day.
6. Slay the Stymphalian Birds.
7. Capture the Cretan Bull.
8. Steal the Mares of Diomedes.
9. Obtain the girdle of Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons.
10. Obtain the cattle of the monster Geryon.
11. Steal the apples of the Hesperides (He had the help of Atlas to pick them after Hercules had slain Ladon).
12. Capture and bring back Cerberus.

First Labour: Nemean lion
The first of Hercules' twelve labours, set by his cousin King Eurystheus, was to slay the Nemean lion.

Heracles and the Nemean lion
(oinochoe, 520-500 BC, from Vulci)

According to one version of the myth, the Nemean lion took women as hostages
to its lair in a cave near Nemea, luring warriors from nearby towns to save the
damsel in distress. After entering the cave, the warrior would see the woman
(usually feigning injury) and rush to her side. Once he was close, the woman
would turn into a lion and kill the warrior, devouring his remains and giving the
bones to Hades.

Hercules wandered the area until he came to the town of Cleonae. There he met a
boy who said that if Hercules slew the Nemean lion and returned alive within 30
days, the town would sacrifice a lion to Zeus, but if he did not return within 30
days or he died, the boy would sacrifice himself to Zeus. Another version claims
that he met Molorchos, a shepherd who had lost his son to the lion, saying that if
he came back within 30 days, a ram would be sacrificed to Zeus. If he did not
return within 30 days, it would be sacrificed to the dead Heracles as a mourning
offering.

While searching for the lion, Hercules fletched some arrows to use against it, not
knowing that its golden fur was impenetrable; when he found and shot the lion and firing at it with his bow, he
discovered the fur's protective property when the arrow bounced harmlessly off the creature's thigh. After some time,
Hercules made the lion return to his cave. The cave had two entrances, one of which Hercules blocked; he then
entered the other. In those dark and close quarters, Hercules stunned the beast with his club and, using his immense
strength, strangled it to death. During the fight the lion bit off one of his fingers. Others say that he shot arrows at it,

eventually shooting it in the unarmored mouth. After slaying the lion, he tried to skin it with a knife from his belt, 
but failed. He then tried sharpening the knife with a stone and even tried with the stone itself. Finally, Athena,
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noticing the hero's plight, told Heracles to use one of the lion's own claws to skin the pelt. Others say that Hercules'
armor was, in fact, the hide of the lion of Cithaeron.
When he returned on the thirtieth day carrying the carcass of the lion on his shoulders, King Eurystheus was amazed
and terrified. Eurystheus forbade him ever again to enter the city; in future he was to display the fruits of his labours
outside the city gates. In future, Eurystheus told Hercules his tasks through a herald, not personally. Eurystheus even
had a large bronze jar made for him that he could hide in from Heracles if need be. Eurystheus then warned him that
the tasks set for him would become increasingly difficult. He then sent Hercules off to complete his next quest,
which was to destroy the Lernaean hydra.

Second Labour: Lernaen hydra

"Hercules and the hydra" by
Antonio Pollaiuolo

After slaying the Nemean lion, Eurystheus sent Hercules to slay the Hydra,
which Hera had raised just to slay Hercules. Upon reaching the swamp near Lake
Lerna, where the Hydra dwelt, Hercules covered his mouth and nose with a cloth
to protect himself from the poisonous fumes. He fired flaming arrows into the
Hydra's lair, the spring of Amymone, a deep cave that it only came out of to
terrorize neighboring villages.[4] He then confronted the Hydra, wielding a
harvesting sickle (according to some early vase-paintings), a sword or his famed
club. Ruck and Staples (1994: 170) have pointed out that the chthonic creature's
reaction was botanical: upon cutting off each of its heads he found that two grew
back, an expression of the hopelessness of such a struggle for any but the hero.
The weakness of the Hydra was that only one of its heads was immortal.

The details of the struggle are explicit in the Bibliotheca (2.5.2): realizing that he
could not defeat the Hydra in this way, Hercules called on his nephew Iolaus for
help. His nephew then came upon the idea (possibly inspired by Athena) of using
a firebrand to scorch the neck stumps after each decapitation. Hercules cut off
each head and Iolaus cauterized the open stumps. Seeing that Hercules was winning the struggle, Hera sent a large
crab to distract him. He crushed it under his mighty foot. The Hydra's one immortal head was cut off with a golden
sword given to him by Athena. Hercules placed it under a great rock on the sacred way between Lerna and Elaius
(Kerenyi 1959:144), and dipped his arrows in the Hydra's poisonous blood, and so his second task was complete.
The alternative version of this myth is that after cutting off one head he then dipped his sword in it and used its
venom to burn each head so it couldn't grow back. Hera, upset that Hercules slew the beast she raised to kill him,
placed it in the dark blue vault of the sky as the Constellation Hydra. She then turned the crab into the Constellation
Cancer.

Hercules later used an arrow dipped in the Hydra's poisonous blood to kill the centaur Nessus; and Nessus's tainted
blood was applied to the Tunic of Nessus, by which the centaur had his posthumous revenge. Both Strabo and
Pausanias report that the stench of the river Anigrus in Elis, making all the fish of the river inedible, was reputed to
be due to the Hydra's poison, washed from the arrows Heracles used on the centaur.[5]
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Third Labour: Ceryneian Hind

Hercules and the Ceryneian Hind, 19th-century
painting by Adolf Schmidt in its architectural

setting

Eurystheus and Hera were greatly angered to find that Hercules had
managed to escape from the claws of the Nemean Lion and the fangs
of the Lernaean Hydra, and so decided to spend more time thinking up
a third task that would spell doom for the hero. The third task did not
involve killing a beast, as it had already been established that Hercules
could overcome even the most fearsome opponents, so Eurystheus
decided to make him capture the Ceryneian Hind, as it was so fast it
could outrun an arrow.

After beginning the search, Hercules awoke from sleeping and he
could see the hind from the glint on its antlers. Hercules then chased
the hind on foot for a full year through Greece, Thrace, Istria and the
land of the Hyperboreans. In some versions, he captured the hind while it slept, rendering it lame with a trap net. In
other versions, he encountered Artemis in her temple and she told him to leave the hind and tell Eurystheus all that
had happened and his third labor would be considered to be completed. Yet another version claims that Heracles
trapped the Hind with an arrow between the forelegs of the creature.

Heracles and the hind, with Athena and Artemis
looking on (Attic amphora, 540–530 BCE)

Eurystheus had given Hercules this task hoping to incite Artemis' anger
at Hercules for his desecration of her sacred animal. As he was
returning with the hind, Hercules encountered Artemis and her brother
Apollo. He begged the goddess for forgiveness, explaining that he had
to catch it as part of his penance, but he promised to return it. Artemis
forgave him, foiling Eurystheus' plan to have her punish him.

Upon bringing the hind to Eurystheus, he was told that it was to
become part of the King's menagerie. Hercules knew that he had to
return the hind as he had promised, so he agreed to hand it over on the
condition that Eurystheus himself come out and take it from him. The
King came out, but the moment Hercules let the hind go, it sprinted
back to its mistress, and Heracles left saying that Eurystheus had not
been quick enough. Eurystheus, upset that Heracles had managed to

overcome yet another creature, told him to bring the fearsome Erymanthian Boar back to him alive.

Fourth Labour: Erymanthian Boar

Hercules' fourth labour—by some counts, for there is no single definitive telling—was to capture the Boar. On the
way there, Hercules visited Pholus ("caveman"), a kind and hospitable centaur and old friend. Hercules ate with him
in his cavern—though the centaur devoured his meat raw—and asked for wine. Pholus had only one jar of wine, a
gift from Dionysus to all the centaurs on Mt. Erymanthos. Hercules convinced him to open it, and the smell attracted
the other centaurs. They did not understand that wine needs to be tempered with water, became drunk, and attacked.
Hercules shot at them with his poisonous arrows, and the centaurs retreated all the way to Chiron's cave.
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Heracles presenting the boar to the cowering
Eurystheus (black-figure amphora, ca. 510 BC)

Pholus was curious why the arrows caused so much death, and picked
one up but dropped it, and the arrow stabbed his foot, poisoning him.
One version states that a stray arrow hit Chiron as well, but Chiron was
immortal, although he still felt the pain. Chiron's pain was so great, he
volunteered to give up his immortality, and take the place of
Prometheus, who had been chained in to the top of a mountain to have
his liver eaten daily by an eagle, although he was an immortal Titan.
Prometheus' torturer, the eagle, continued its torture on Chiron, so
Hercules shot it dead with an arrow. It is generally accepted that the
tale was meant to show Hercules as being the recipient of Chiron's
surrendered immortality. However, this tale contradicts the fact that
Chiron later taught Achilles. The tale of the Centaurs sometimes
appears in other parts of the twelve labours, as does the freeing of
Prometheus.

Hercules had visited Chiron to gain advice on how to catch the boar, and Chiron had told him to drive it into thick
snow, which sets this Labour in mid-winter. Having successfully caught the Boar, Hercules bound it and carried it
back to Eurystheus, who was frightened of it and ducked down in his half-buried storage pithos, begging Heracles to
get rid of the beast, a favorite subject for the vase-painters. Heracles obliged. Roger Lancelyn Green states in his
Tales of the Greek Heroes that Hercules threw it in the sea. It then swam to Italy, where its tusks were preserved in
the Temple of Apollo at Cumae. Three days later, Eurystheus, still trembling with fear, sent Hercules to clean the
Augean stables.

Fifth Labour: Augean stables

Heracles cleaning the Augean stables (mosaic
from Roman Spain, 201–250 CE)

The fifth Labour of Hercules was to clean the Augean stables
(pronunciation: /ɔːˈdʒiːən/). This assignment was intended to be both
humiliating (rather than impressive, as had the previous labours) and
impossible, since the livestock were divinely healthy (immortal) and
therefore produced an enormous quantity of dung. These stables had
not been cleaned in over 30 years, and over 1,000 cattle lived there.
However, Hercules succeeded by rerouting the rivers Alpheus and
Peneus to wash out the filth.

Augeas was irate because he had promised Hercules one tenth of his
cattle if the job was finished in one day. He refused to honour the
agreement, and Hercules killed him after completing the tasks.
Hercules gave his kingdom to Augeas' son Phyleus, who had been
exiled for supporting Hercules against his father. According to the Odes of the poet Pindar, Hercules then founded
the Olympic Games:

“the games which by the ancient tomb of Pelops the mighty Hercules founded, after that he slew Kleatos, Poseidon's godly son, and slew also
Eurytos, that he might wrest from tyrannous Augeas against his will reward for service done.[6] ”

The success of this labour was ultimately discounted because the rushing waters had done the work of cleaning the
stables and because Hercules was paid. Eurystheus, stating that Heracles still had seven Labours to perform, then
sent Hercules to defeat the Stymphalian Birds.
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Sixth Labour: Stymphalian Birds

Hercules and the Stymphalian birds
(mosaic from Roman Spain,

201–250 CE)

After cleaning the Augean Stables, Eurystheus sent Hercules to defeat the
Stymphalian Birds, man-eating birds with beaks of bronze and sharp metallic
feathers they could launch at their victims; they were sacred to Ares, the god of
war. Furthermore, their dung was highly toxic. They had migrated to Lake
Stymphalia in Arcadia, where they bred quickly and took over the countryside,
destroying local crops, fruit trees and townspeople. Hercules could not go too far
into the swamp, for it would not support his weight. Athena, noticing the hero's
plight, gave Heracles a rattle which Hephaestus had made especially for the
occasion. Hercules shook the rattle and frightened the birds into the air. Hercules
then shot many of them with his arrows. The rest flew far away, never to return.
The Argonauts would later encounter them.

Seventh Labour: Cretan Bull

Hercules forces the bull to the
ground (engraving by B. Picart,

1731)

Whistling merrily at his success so far, Hercules was then sent to capture the bull
by Eurystheus as his seventh task. He sailed to Crete, whereupon the King,
Minos, gave Hercules permission to take the bull away and offered him
assistance (which Hercules denied because of pride,[7]), as it had been wreaking
havoc on Crete by uprooting crops and leveling orchard walls. Hercules sneaked
up behind the bull and then used his hands to throttle it (stopping before it was
killed), and then shipped it back to Athens. Eurystheus, who hid in his pithos at
first sight of the creature, wanted to sacrifice the bull to Hera, who hated
Hercules. She refused the sacrifice because it reflected glory on Heracles. The
bull was released and wandered into Marathon, becoming known as the
Marathonian Bull.[7] Theseus would later sacrifice the bull to Athena and/or
Apollo. Eurystheus sent Hercules to bring back the man-eating Mares of
Diomedes.

Eighth Labour: Mares of Diomedes

After capturing the Cretan bull, Hercules was to steal the Mares. In one version of the story, Hercules brought a
number of youths to help him. They took the mares and were chased by Diomedes and his men.
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Hercules and the Mares of Diomedes, model for a
tondo of the Brandenburg Gate (terracotta relief

by Johann Gottfried Schadow, ca. 1790)

Hercules was not aware that the horses, called Podagros (the fast),
Lampon (the shining), Xanthos (the blond) and Deinos (the terrible),
were kept tethered to a bronze manger because they were wild; their
madness being attributed to an unnatural diet of human flesh.[8] Some
versions say that they expelled fire when they breathed. They were
man-eating and uncontrollable, and Hercules left his favoured
companion, Abderus, in charge of them while he fought Diomedes, and
found out that the boy was eaten. In revenge, Hercules fed Diomedes
to his own horses, then founded Abdera next to the boy's tomb.

In another version, Hercules stayed awake so that he didn't have his
throat cut by Diomedes in the night, and cut the chains binding the
horses. Having scared the horses onto the high ground of a peninsula,
Heracles quickly dug a trench through the peninsula, filling it with
water, thus making it an island. When Diomedes arrived, Hercules
killed him with an axe (the one used to dig the trench), and fed the

body to the horses to calm them.
Both versions have eating make the horses calmer, and Hercules took the opportunity to bind their mouths shut, and
easily took them back to King Eurystheus, who dedicated the horses to Hera. In some versions, they were allowed to
roam freely around Argos, having become permanently calm, but in others, Eurystheus ordered the horses taken to
Olympus to be sacrificed to Zeus, but Zeus refused them, and sent wolves, lions, and bears to kill them. Roger
Lancelyn Green states in his Tales of the Greek Heroes that their descendants were used in the Trojan War. After the
incident, Eurystheus sent Heracles to bring back Hippolyta's Girdle.

Ninth Labour: Belt of Hippolyta

Hercules obtaining the belt of
Hippolyta, by J.M. Félix Magdalena

(b. 1941)

Eurystheus' daughter Admete wanted the belt of Hippolyta, a gift to the queen of
the Amazons from the war god Ares. To please his daughter, Eurystheus ordered
Hercules to retrieve the belt as his ninth labour.

Taking a band of friends with him, Hercules set sail, stopping at the island of
Paros, which was inhabited by some of Minos' sons. These killed two of
Hercules' companions, an act which set Hercules on a rampage. He killed two of
Minos' sons and threatened the other inhabitants until he was offered two men to
replace his fallen companions. Hercules agreed and took two of Minos'
grandsons, Alcaeus and Sthenelus. They continued their voyage and landed at the
court of Lycus, whom Hercules defended in a battle against the king of the
Bebryces, Mygdon. After killing King Mygdon, Hercules gave much of the land
to his friend Lycus. Lycus called the land Heraclea. The crew then set off for
Themiscyra where Hippolyte lived.

All would have gone well for Hercules had it not been for Hera. Hippolyte,
impressed with Hercules and his exploits, agreed to give him the belt and would have done so had Hera not disguised
herself and walked among the Amazons sowing seeds of distrust. She claimed the strangers were plotting to carry off
the queen of the Amazons. Alarmed, the women set off on horseback to confront Hercules. When Hercules saw
them, he thought Hippolyte had been plotting such treachery all along and had never meant to hand over the belt, so
he killed her and took the belt, returning to Eurystheus. Eurystheus, shocked that Hercules survived his encounter
with the Amazons, immediately sent him to capture the cattle of Geyron.
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Tenth Labour: Cattle of Geryon

Heracles fighting Geryon (amphora, Painter of
Munich, 540 BC)

In the fullest account in the Bibliotheke of Pseudo-Apollodoros,[9]

Heracles was required to travel to the far-off western Mediterranean
island of Erytheia, in order to obtain the Cattle of Geryon as his tenth
labour. On the way there, he crossed the Libyan desert[10] and became
so frustrated at the heat that he shot an arrow at Helios, the Sun. Helios
"in admiration of his courage" gave Hercules the golden cup he used to
sail across the sea from west to east each night. Hercules used it to
reach Erytheia, a favorite motif of the vase-painters. Such a magical
conveyance undercuts any literal geography for Erytheia, the "red
island" of the sunset.

When Hercules reached Erytheia, no sooner had he landed than he was
confronted by the two-headed dog, Orthrus. With one huge blow from
his olive-wood club, Heracles killed the watchdog. Eurytion the herdsman came to assist Orthrus, but Hercules dealt
with him the same way.

On hearing the commotion, Geryon sprang into action, carrying three shields, three spears, and wearing three
helmets. He pursued Hercules at the River Anthemus but fell victim to an arrow that had been dipped in the
venomous blood of the Lernaean Hydra, shot so forcefully by Heracles that it pierced Geryon's forehead, "and
Geryon bent his neck over to one side, like a poppy that spoils its delicate shapes, shedding its petals all at once".[11]

Hercules then had to herd the cattle back to Eurystheus. In Roman versions of the narrative, on the Aventine hill in
Italy, Cacus stole some of the cattle as Heracles slept, making the cattle walk backwards so that they left no trail, a
repetition of the trick of the young Hermes. According to some versions, Heracles drove his remaining cattle past a
cave, where Cacus had hidden the stolen animals, and they began calling out to each other. In others, Caca, Cacus'
sister, told Heracles where he was. Heracles then killed Cacus, and according to the Romans, founded an altar where
the Forum Boarium, the cattle market, was later held.
To annoy Hercules, Hera sent a gadfly to bite the cattle, irritate them and scatter them. The hero was within a year
able to retrieve them. Hera then sent a flood which raised the level of a river so much, Heracles could not cross with
the cattle. He piled stones into the river to make the water shallower. When he finally reached the court of
Eurystheus, the cattle were sacrificed to Hera.

Eleventh Labour: Apples of the Hesperides

Hercules stealing the apples of the Hesperides
(mosaic from Roman Spain, 3rd century CE)

After Hercules completed his first ten Labours, Eurystheus gave him
two more claiming that neither the Hydra counted (because Iolaus
helped Hercules) nor the Augean stables (either because he received
payment for the job or because the rivers did the work). The first of
these two additional Labours was to steal the apples from the garden of
the Hesperides. Hercules first caught the Old Man of the Sea,[12] the
shape-shifting sea god, to learn where the Garden of the Hesperides
was located.[13]

In some variations, Hercules, either at the start or at the end of his task,
meets Antaeus, who was invincible as long as he touched his mother,
Gaia, the earth. Hercules killed Antaeus by holding him aloft and
crushing him in a bearhug.[14]
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Herodotus claims that Hercules stopped in Egypt, where King Busiris decided to make him the yearly sacrifice, but
Hercules burst out of his chains.
Finally making his way to the Garden of the Hesperides, Hercules tricked Atlas into retrieving some of the golden
apples for him, by offering to hold up the heavens for a little while (Atlas was able to take them as, in this version, he
was the father or otherwise related to the Hesperides). This would have made this task – like the Hydra and Augean
stables – void because he had received help. Upon his return, Atlas decided that he did not want to take the heavens
back, and instead offered to deliver the apples himself, but Hercules tricked him again by agreeing to take his place
on condition that Atlas relieve him temporarily so that Hercules could make his cloak more comfortable. Atlas
agreed, but Hercules reneged and walked away, carrying the apples. According to an alternative version, Hercules
slew Ladon, the dragon-like guardian of the apples, instead. Furious that Hercules had accomplished something that
Eurystheus thought could not possibly be done, he sent Hercules off to his final task, the capture of Cerberus, the
three-headed guardian hound of the gates of the Underworld.

Twelfth Labour: Cerberus

Hercules capturing Cerberus (1545), by Sebald Beham

Capturing Cerberus alive, without using weapons, was the
final labour assigned to Hercules by Eurystheus, in
recompense for the killing of his own children by Megara
after he was driven insane by Hera, and therefore was the
most dangerous and difficult.

After having been given the task, Hercules went to Eleusis to
be initiated in the Eleusinian Mysteries so that he could learn
how to enter and exit the underworld alive, and in passing
absolve himself for killing centaurs. He found the entrance to
the underworld at Tanaerum, and Athena and Hermes helped
him to traverse the entrance in each direction. He passed
Charon with Hestia's assistance and his own heavy and fierce
frowning.

Whilst in the underworld, Hercules met Theseus and Pirithous. The two companions had been imprisoned by Hades
for attempting to kidnap Persephone. One tradition tells of snakes coiling around their legs then turning into stone;
another that Hades feigned hospitality and prepared a feast inviting them to sit. They unknowingly sat in chairs of
forgetfulness and were permanently ensnared. When Hercules had pulled Theseus first from his chair, some of his
thigh stuck to it (this explains the supposedly lean thighs of Athenians), but the earth shook at the attempt to liberate
Pirithous, whose desire to have the wife of a god for himself was so insulting he was doomed to stay behind.

Hercules found Hades and asked permission to bring Cerberus to the surface, which Hades agreed to if Hercules
could overpower the beast without using weapons. Heracles was able to overpower Cerberus and proceeded to sling
the beast over his back, dragging it out of the underworld through a cavern entrance in the Peloponnese and bringing
it to Eurystheus. The king was so frightened of the beast that he jumped into a pithos, and asked Hercules to return it
to the underworld in return for releasing him from his labors.
As a reward for finishing these twelve treacherous tasks, Hercules was given the gift of immortality after his death
by his father Zeus. Hera forgave him and gave him her daughter Hebe for his bride.
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Nemean lion

Nemean lion

Hercules slaying the Nemean lion. Detail of a Roman mosaic from Llíria (Spain).

Mythology Greek mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Country Greece

Region Nemea

The Nemean lion (Greek: Λέων τῆς Νεμέας (Léōn tēs Neméas); Latin: Leo Nemaeus) was a vicious monster in
Greek mythology that lived at Nemea. It was eventually killed by Heracles. It could not be killed with mortal
weapons because its golden fur was impervious to attack. Its claws were sharper than mortal swords and could cut
through any armor.
The lion is usually considered to have been the offspring of Typhon[1] (or Orthrus)[2] and Echidna; it is also said to
have fallen from the moon as the offspring of Zeus and Selene, or alternatively born of the Chimera. The Nemean
lion was sent to Nemea in the Peloponnesus to terrorize the city.

The First Labor of Heracles
The first of Heracles' twelve labours, set by King Eurystheus (his cousin) was to slay the Nemean lion.
According to one version of the myth, the Nemean lion took women as hostages to its lair in a cave near Nemea,
luring warriors from nearby towns to save the damsel in distress. After entering the cave, the warrior would see the
woman (usually feigning injury) and rush to her side. Once he was close, the woman would turn into a lion and kill
the warrior, devouring his remains and giving the bones to Hades.
Heracles wandered the area until he came to the town of Cleonae. There he met a boy who said that if Heracles slew
the Nemean lion and returned alive within 30 days, the town would sacrifice a lion to Zeus; but if he did not return
within 30 days or he died, the boy would sacrifice himself to Zeus.[1] Another version claims that he met Molorchos,
a shepherd who had lost his son to the lion, saying that if he came back within 30 days, a ram would be sacrificed to
Zeus. If he did not return within 30 days, it would be sacrificed to the dead Heracles as a mourning offering.
While searching for the lion, Heracles fetched some arrows to use against it, not knowing that its golden fur was 
impenetrable; when he found and shot the lion and firing at it with his bow, he discovered the fur's protective 
property when the arrow bounced harmlessly off the creature's thigh. After some time, Heracles made the lion return 
to his cave. The cave had two entrances, one of which Heracles blocked; he then entered the other. In those dark and 
close quarters, Heracles stunned the beast with his club and, using his immense strength, strangled it to death. During
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the fight the lion bit off one of his fingers. Others say that he shot arrows at it, eventually shooting it in the
unarmored mouth. After slaying the lion, he tried to skin it with a knife from his belt, but failed. He then tried
sharpening the knife with a stone and even tried with the stone itself. Finally, Athena, noticing the hero's plight, told
Heracles to use one of the lion's own claws to skin the pelt. Others say that Heracles' armor was, in fact, the hide of
the lion of Cithaeron.
When he returned on the thirtieth day carrying the carcass of the lion on his shoulders, King Eurystheus was amazed
and terrified. Eurystheus forbade him ever again to enter the city; in future he was to display the fruits of his labours
outside the city gates. Eurystheus warned him that the tasks set for him would become increasingly difficult. He then
sent Heracles off to complete his next quest, which was to destroy the Lernaean hydra. The Nemean lion's coat was
impervious to the elements and all but the most powerful weapons.

Heracles and the lion in art

Oinochoe,
520-500 BC,
from Vulci

Gandhara, India, 1st century Roman-era relief,
2nd century

Renaissance plaque
by Galeazzo

Mondella

Painting by Francisco de
Zurbarán (1634)

Marble by J.M. Félix Magdalena
(b. 1941)

Notes
[1] Apollodorus, Library 2.5.1 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Apollod. 2. 5. 1& lang=original)
[2] Hesiod, Theogony 327 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Hes. + Th. + 327& fromdoc=Perseus:text:1999. 01. 0130)
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Lernaean Hydra

Lernaean Hydra

The 16th-century German illustrator has been influenced by the Beast of Revelation in his depiction of the Hydra.

Mythology Greek mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Sub-grouping Serpent-like water spirit

Parents Typhon & Echidna

Country Greece

In Greek mythology, the Lernaean Hydra (Ancient Greek: Λερναία Ὕδρα) was an ancient nameless serpent-like
chthonic water beast, with reptilian traits, (as its name evinces) that possessed many heads — the poets mention
more heads than the vase-painters could paint, and for each head cut off it grew two more — and poisonous breath
so virulent even her tracks were deadly.[1] The Hydra of Lerna was killed by Heracles as the second of his Twelve
Labours. Its lair was the lake of Lerna in the Argolid, though archaeology has borne out the myth that the sacred site
was older even than the Mycenaean city of Argos since Lerna was the site of the myth of the Danaids. Beneath the
waters was an entrance to the Underworld, and the Hydra was its guardian.[2]

The Hydra was the offspring of Typhon and Echidna (Theogony, 313), both of whom were noisome offspring of the
earth goddess Gaia.[3]

The Second Labour of Heracles
After slaying the Nemean lion, Eurystheus sent Heracles to slay the Hydra, which Hera had raised just to slay
Heracles. Upon reaching the swamp near Lake Lerna, where the Hydra dwelt, Heracles covered his mouth and nose
with a cloth to protect himself from the poisonous fumes. He fired flaming arrows into the Hydra's lair, the spring of
Amymone, a deep cave that it only came out of to terrorize neighboring villages.[4] He then confronted the Hydra,
wielding a harvesting sickle (according to some early vase-paintings), a sword or his famed club. Ruck and Staples
(1994: 170) have pointed out that the chthonic creature's reaction was botanical: upon cutting off each of its heads he
found that two grew back, an expression of the hopelessness of such a struggle for any but the hero. The weakness of
the Hydra was that it was invulnerable only if it retained at least one head.
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Hercules and the Hydra, (c. 1475) by
Antonio Pollaiuolo (Galleria degli

Uffizi).

The details of the struggle are explicit in the Bibliotheca (2.5.2): realizing that he
could not defeat the Hydra in this way, Heracles called on his nephew Iolaus for
help. His nephew then came upon the idea (possibly inspired by Athena) of using
a firebrand to scorch the neck stumps after each decapitation. Heracles cut off
each head and Iolaus cauterized the open stumps. Seeing that Heracles was
winning the struggle, Hera sent a large crab to distract him. He crushed it under
his mighty foot. The Hydra's one immortal head was cut off with a golden sword
given to him by Athena. Heracles placed it under a great rock on the sacred way
between Lerna and Elaius (Kerenyi 1959:144), and dipped his arrows in the
Hydra's poisonous blood, and so his second task was complete. The alternative
version of this myth is that after cutting off one head he then dipped his sword in
it and used its venom to burn each head so it couldn't grow back. Hera, upset that
Heracles slew the beast she raised to kill him, placed it in the dark blue vault of
the sky as the Constellation Hydra. She then turned the crab into the
Constellation Cancer.

Heracles later used an arrow dipped in the Hydra's poisonous blood to kill the centaur Nessus; and Nessus's tainted
blood was applied to the Tunic of Nessus, by which the centaur had his posthumous revenge. Both Strabo and
Pausanias report that the stench of the river Anigrus in Elis, making all the fish of the river inedible, was reputed to
be due to the Hydra's poison, washed from the arrows Heracles used on the centaur.[5]

When Eurystheus, the agent of ancient Hera who was assigning The Twelve Labors to Heracles, found out that it
was Heracles' nephew Iolaus who had handed him the firebrand, he declared that the labor had not been completed
alone and as a result did not count towards the ten labours set for him. The mythic element is an equivocating
attempt to resolve the submerged conflict between an ancient ten Labours and a more recent twelve.

Hercules and the hydra in art

Caeretan black-figure hydria
(ca. 525 BC)

Mosaic from Roman Spain
(201–250 AD)

Silver sculpture
(1530s)

Engraving (1545) by Hans
Sebald Beham

Gustave Moreau (1876) John Singer Sergeant (1921)
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Constellation

Henry IV as Hercules vanquishing
the Lernaean Hydra (i.e. the Catholic

League), workshop of Toussaint
Dubreuil, ca.1600

Mythographers relate that the Lernaean Hydra and the crab were put into the sky
after Heracles slew them. In an alternative version, Hera's crab was at the site to
bite his feet and bother him, hoping to cause his death. Hera set it in the Zodiac
to follow the Lion (Eratosthenes, Catasterismi). When the sun is in the sign of
Cancer, the crab, the constellation Hydra has its head nearby.

Popular culture

• Hydra (film), a 2009 low-budget monster movie
• Jason and the Argonauts (film), a 1963 film featuring a battle between Jason

and a Hydra.

Notes
[1] "This monster was so poisonous that she killed men with her breath, and if anyone passed by

when she was sleeping, he breathed her tracks and died in the greatest torment." (Hyginus, 30).
[2][2] Kerenyi (1959), 143.
[3] For other chthonic monsters said in various sources to be ancient offspring of Hera, the Nemean Lion, the Stymphalian birds, the Chimaera,

and Cerberus.
[4] Kerenyi, The Heroes of the Greeks(angelo) 1959:144.
[5] Strabo, viii.3.19, Pausanias, v.5.9; Grimal 1987:219.
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Ceryneian Hind

Ceryneian Hind

AKA: Cerynitis

Heracles breaking off the golden antler of the Ceryneian Hind, while Athena (left) and Artemis look on (black-figure amphora, ca. 540–30 BC)

Mythology Greek mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Country Greece

Region Keryneia, Greece

In Greek mythology, the Ceryneian Hind (Greek: ἡ Κερυνῖτις ἔλαφος), also called Cerynitis, was an enormous
hind (deer), who lived in Keryneia, Greece. It was sacred to Artemis, the chaste goddess of the hunt, animals and
unmarried women. It had golden antlers like a stag and hooves of bronze or brass, and it was said that it could outrun
an arrow in flight. The capture of the hind was one of the labors of Heracles (Hercules).

The Third Labor of Heracles
Eurystheus and Hera were greatly angered to find that Heracles had managed to escape from the claws of the
Nemean Lion and the fangs of the Lernaean Hydra, and so decided to spend more time thinking up a third task that
would spell doom for the hero. The third task did not involve killing a beast, as it had already been established that
Heracles could overcome even the most fearsome opponents, so Eurystheus decided to make him capture the
Ceryneian Hind, as it was so fast it could outrun an arrow.
After beginning the search, Heracles awoke from sleeping and he could see the hind from the glint on its antlers.
Heracles then chased the hind on foot for a full year through Greece, Thrace, Istria and the land of the Hyperboreans.
In some versions, he captured the hind while it slept, rendering it lame with a trap net. In other versions, he
encountered Artemis in her temple and she told him to leave the hind and tell Eurystheus all that had happened and
his third labor would be considered to be completed. Yet another version claims that Heracles trapped the Hind with
an arrow between the forelegs of the creature.
Eurystheus had given Heracles this task hoping to incite Artemis' anger at Heracles for his desecration of her sacred
animal. As he was returning with the hind, Heracles encountered Artemis and her brother Apollo. He begged the
goddess for forgiveness, explaining that he had to catch it as part of his penance, but he promised to return it.
Artemis forgave him, foiling Eurystheus' plan to have her punish him.
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Heracles and Apollo struggling over the Hind, as depicted on
a Corinthian helmet (early 5th century BC)

Upon bringing the hind to Eurystheus, he was told that it was
to become part of the King's menagerie. Heracles knew that
he had to return the hind as he had promised, so he agreed to
hand it over on the condition that Eurystheus himself come
out and take it from him. The King came out, but the
moment Heracles let the hind go, it sprinted back to its
mistress, and Heracles left saying that Eurystheus had not
been quick enough. Eurystheus, upset that Heracles had
managed to overcome yet another creature, told him to bring
the fearsome Erymanthian Boar back to him alive.

Origin of the myth

A doe bearing antlers was unknown in Greece, but the story
of the hind is suggestive of reindeer, which, unlike other deer, can be harnessed and whose females bear antlers. The
myth relates to the northern Hyperborea, which may have been the archaic origin of the myth itself, as Robert Graves
thought.

Constellation
When the sun is in the sign of Scorpio, the constellation Hercules rises. The Greeks referred to the constellation of
Hercules as the Stag (hind is another word for doe), the identification of the constellation with Hercules was made by
the Romans.
The constellation Hercules is near the constellation Sagitta, the arrow, the owner of which varies amongst the various
versions of each part of Greek mythology. Artemis (to whom the Ceryneian Hind was said to have been sacred,
causing her to draw an arrow at Hercules, just like the constellation Sagittarius appears to be doing), is a key player
in the myth discussing the origin of Scorpio and death of Orion, and so has an association with this area of sky. The
direction of the arrow also makes it appear that the constellation Hercules (the stag) is trying to outrun it.

In art

Roman bronze, 1st
century BC

Roman-era bronze, 1st–2nd
century AD

Mosaic from Roman Spain,
3rd century AD

Statuette by J.M. Félix
Magdalena (b. 1941)
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Erymanthian Boar

Erymanthian Boar

Heracles, Eurystheus and the Erymanthian Boar. Side A from an Ancient Greek black-figured amphora, painted by Antimenes, ca. 525 BC, from
Etruria. Louvre Museum, Paris.

Mythology Greek mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Country Greece

Habitat Mount Erymanthos

Heracles and the Erymanthian Boar, by Louis
Tuaillon, 1904 (Berlin Tierpark)

In Greek mythology, the Erymanthian Boar (Greek: ὁ Ἐρυμάνθιος
κάπρος; Latin: aper Erymanthius) is remembered in connection with
The Twelve Labours, in which Heracles, the (reconciled) enemy of
Hera, visited in turn "all the other sites of the Goddess throughout the
world, to conquer every conceivable 'monster' of nature and rededicate
the primordial world to its new master, his Olympian father," Zeus.[1]

In the primitive highlands of Arcadia, where old practices lingered, the
Erymanthian Boar was a giant fear-inspiring creature of the wilds that
lived on Mount Erymanthos, a mountain that was apparently once
sacred to the Mistress of the Animals, for in classical times it remained
the haunt of Artemis (Homer, Odyssey, VI.105). A boar was a
dangerous animal: "When the goddess turned a wrathful countenance
upon a country, as in the story of Meleager, she would send a raging
boar, which laid waste the farmers' fields."[2] In some accounts, Apollo
sent the boar to kill Adonis, a favorite of Aphrodite, as revenge for the
goddess blinding Apollo's son Erymanthus when he saw her bathing.
Robert Graves[3] suggested that Aphrodite had been substituted for
Artemis in this retelling of the mytheme of the eponymous
Erymanthus. The most commonly accepted version, however, states that Ares turned himself into a boar and killed
Adonis out of jealousy.
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The Fourth Labour of Heracles
Heracles' fourth labour—by some counts, for there is no single definitive telling—was to capture the Boar. On the
way there, Hercules visited Pholus ("caveman"), a kind and hospitable centaur and old friend. Hercules ate with him
in his cavern—though the centaur devoured his meat raw—and asked for wine. Pholus had only one jar of wine, a
gift from Dionysus to all the centaurs on Mt. Erymanthos. Heracles convinced him to open it, and the smell attracted
the other centaurs. They did not understand that wine needs to be tempered with water, became drunk, and attacked.
Heracles shot at them with his poisonous arrows, and the centaurs retreated all the way to Chiron's cave.
Pholus was curious why the arrows caused so much death, and picked one up but dropped it, and the arrow stabbed
his foot, poisoning him. One version states that a stray arrow hit Chiron as well, but Chiron was immortal, although
he still felt the pain. Chiron's pain was so great, he volunteered to give up his immortality, and take the place of
Prometheus, who had been chained in to the top of a mountain to have his liver eaten daily by an eagle, although he
was an immortal Titan. Prometheus' torturer, the eagle, continued its torture on Chiron, so Heracles shot it dead with
an arrow. It is generally accepted that the tale was meant to show Heracles as being the recipient of Chiron's
surrendered immortality. However, this tale contradicts the fact that Chiron later taught Achilles. The tale of the
Centaurs sometimes appears in other parts of the twelve labours, as does the freeing of Prometheus.
Heracles had visited Chiron to gain advice on how to catch the boar, and Chiron had told him to drive it into thick
snow, which sets this Labour in mid-winter. Having successfully caught the Boar, Heracles bound it and carried it
back to Eurystheus, who was frightened of it and ducked down in his half-buried storage pithos, begging Heracles to
get rid of the beast, a favorite subject for the vase-painters. Heracles obliged. Roger Lancelyn Green states in his
Tales of the Greek Heroes that Heracles threw it in the sea. It then swam to Italy, where its tusks were preserved in
the Temple of Apollo at Cumae. Three days later, Eurystheus, still trembling with fear, sent Heracles to clean the
Augean stables.
Aside from the boar that killed Adonis, the other most celebrated boar in Greek myth was the Calydonian boar, who
was killed by Meleager.
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External links
• Greek Mountain Flora (http:/ / www. greekmountainflora. info/ Mt Erymanthos Jalbum/ Mt Erymanthos Greece.

html)
• Theoi Project : Erymanthian Boar, Giant boar of Arcadia (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Ther/ HusErymanthios.

html)

Augeas
In Greek mythology, Augeas (or Augeias, /ɔːˈdʒiːəs/, Ancient Greek: Αὐγείας), whose name means "bright", was
king of Elis and father of Epicaste. Some say that Augeas was one of the Argonauts.[1]

He is best known for his stables, which housed the single greatest number of cattle in the country and had never been
cleaned — until the time of the great hero Heracles.
Augeas' lineage varies in the sources—he was said to be either the son of Helius and Nausidame,[2] or of Eleios, king
of Elis, and Nausidame,[3] or of Poseidon,[4] or of Phorbas and Hyrmine.[5] His children were Epicaste, Phyleus,
Agamede (who was the mother of Dictys by Poseidon),[6] Agasthenes, and Eurytus.

The fifth Labour of Heracles

Heracles rerouting the rivers Alpheus and Peneus. Roman mosaic,
3rd century AD.

The fifth Labour of Heracles (Hercules in Latin) was to
clean the Augean stables (pronunciation: /ɔːˈdʒiːən/). This
assignment was intended to be both humiliating (rather
than impressive, as had the previous labours) and
impossible, since the livestock were divinely healthy
(immortal) and therefore produced an enormous
quantity of dung. These stables had not been cleaned in
over 30 years, and over 1,000 cattle lived there.
However, Heracles succeeded by rerouting the rivers
Alpheus and Peneus to wash out the filth.

Augeas was irate because he had promised Heracles
one tenth of his cattle if the job was finished in one
day. He refused to honour the agreement, and Heracles
killed him after completing the tasks. Heracles gave his
kingdom to Augeas' son Phyleus, who had been exiled
for supporting Heracles against his father.

According to the Odes of the poet Pindar, Heracles then founded the Olympic Games:

“the games which by the ancient tomb of Pelops the mighty Heracles founded, after that he slew Kleatos, Poseidon's godly son, and slew also
Eurytos, that he might wrest from tyrannous Augeas against his will reward for service done.[7] ”

The success of this labour was ultimately discounted because the rushing waters had done the work of cleaning the
stables and because Heracles was paid. Eurystheus, stating that Heracles still had seven Labours to do, then sent
Heracles to defeat the Stymphalian Birds.
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Stymphalian birds

Stymphalian birds

Heracles and the Stymphalian birds. Detail of a Roman mosaic from Llíria (Spain).

Mythology Greek mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Sub-grouping Birds

Country Greece

Region Arcadia

Habitat Lake Stymphalia

In Greek mythology, the Stymphalian birds (Greek: Στυμφαλίδες ὄρνιθες, Stymphalídes órnithes) were
man-eating birds with beaks of bronze and sharp metallic feathers they could launch at their victims, and were sacred
to Ares, the god of war. Furthermore, their dung was highly toxic. They had migrated to Lake Stymphalia in Arcadia
to escape a pack of wolves the Arabs set loose to kill them, and bred quickly and took over the countryside,
destroying local crops, fruit trees and townspeople.

The Sixth Labour of Heracles
After cleaning the Augean Stables, Eurystheus sent Heracles to defeat the Stymphalian Birds. Heracles could not go
too far into the swamp, for it would not support his weight. Athena, noticing the hero's plight, gave Heracles a rattle
which Hephaestus had made especially for the occasion. Heracles shook the rattle and frightened the birds into the
air. Heracles then shot many of them with his arrows. The rest flew far away, never to return. The Argonauts would
later encounter them. Heracles then brought some of the birds he had killed to Eurystheus. He then sent Heracles to
capture the Cretan Bull and bring it to him.
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Cretan Bull

Cretan Bull

Heracles capturing the Cretan Bull. Detail of a Roman mosaic from Llíria (Spain).

Mythology Greek mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Country Greece

Region Crete

Similar creatures Minotaur

In Greek mythology, the Cretan Bull was either the bull that carried away Europa or the bull Pasiphaë fell in love
with, giving birth to the Minotaur.

Origin
When the sun has reached the constellation of Taurus, it has passed over an area that the ancients referred to as the
sea - the region from Capricorn to the region containing Aries. It was referred to as the sea due to the high
concentration of constellations identified as sea creatures within it, Aries being identified as a golden flying ram who
flew over the sea. Crete is in a direct line from the natural harbor of Argo, a direction which due the shape of Argo's
harbor, and surrounding coastline, requires that all ships initially take this course.
Apart from being a bull, Taurus contains a very bright and red star (Aldebaran), meaning that many took it to be evil.
Some forms of Greek mythology associated the constellation with the tame white bull, in some versions Zeus in
disguise, that seduced Europa and took her to Crete (Minos), whereas others associate it with the white bull that
fathered the Minotaur. The Cretan Bull which fathered the Minotaur was originally calm and sent from Poseidon, but
king Minos whom it was sent to fell out of favor with Poseidon, and so in some versions of the story, Poseidon made
the bull angry.
The myth of Poseidon sending the bull (which seduced Minos' wife) may simply be an earlier version of the myth of
Zeus seducing Europa, as in earlier Mycenean times, Poseidon had significantly more importance than Zeus. The
change of gods was due to the replacement of the Mycenean culture and religion, with a later one favoring Zeus.
Poseidon and Zeus, which have the same etymological origin (Poseidon deriving from Posei-Deion which means
Lord God, and Zeus deriving from Deus which also means God), may be the result of the parallel evolution of the
same original god in separate cultures, one (Poseidon - who is also associated with horses) becoming associated
more with the sea (due to change in the main source of trade), and thus eventually becoming noticeably different.
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The Seventh Labour of Heracles

This is an engraving of Hercules performing one
of his labors as he forces a bull to the ground. The

engraving was created by B. Picart in 1731.

Whistling merrily at his success so far, Heracles was then sent to
capture the bull by Eurystheus as his seventh task. He sailed to Crete,
whereupon the King, Minos, gave Heracles permission to take the bull
away and offered him assistance, which Heracles denied because of
pride,[1] as it had been wreaking havoc on Crete by uprooting crops
and leveling orchard walls. Heracles snuck up behind the bull and then
used his hands to strangle it, and then shipped it back to Athens.
Eurystheus, who hid in his pithos at first sight of the creature, wanted
to sacrifice the bull to Hera, who hated Heracles. She refused the
sacrifice because it reflected glory on Heracles. The bull was released
and wandered into Marathon, becoming known as the Marathonian
Bull.[1] Theseus would later sacrifice the bull to Athena and/or Apollo.
Eurystheus then sent Heracles to bring back the man-eating Mares of
Diomedes.

Capture by Theseus

Androgeus, a son of Minos and Pasiphaë, competed in the games held
by Aegeus, King of Athens. He won all the games, so angering Aegeus
that he had the young man killed (some legends claim that he was sent to confront the Bull itself). Devastated, Minos
went to war with Athens and won. As punishment, the Athenians had to send several youths every 9 years to be
devoured by the Minotaur.

Aegeus' own son, Theseus, set to try to capture the Bull. On the way to Marathon, Theseus sought shelter from a
storm in the shack owned by an old lady named Hecale. She swore to make a sacrifice to Zeus if Theseus was
successful in capturing the bull. Theseus did capture the bull, but when he returned to Hecale's hut, she was dead.
Theseus built a deme in her honor. He then dragged the Bull to Athens where he sacrificed it.
Theseus then went to Crete where he killed the Minotaur with the help of Minos' daughter Ariadne.
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Mares of Diomedes

Mares of Diomedes

Heracles capturing the Mares of Diomedes. Roman mosaic, 3rd century AD

Mythology Greek mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Sub-grouping Man-eating horses

Country Greece

Region Thrace

The Mares of Diomedes, also called the Mares of Thrace, were four man-eating horses in Greek mythology.
Magnificent, wild, and uncontrollable, they belonged to the giant Diomedes (not to be confused with Diomedes, son
of Tydeus), king of Thrace, a son of Ares and Cyrene who lived on the shores of the Black Sea. Bucephalus,
Alexander the Great's horse was said to be descended from these mares.

The Eighth Labour of Heracles
After capturing the Cretan bull, Heracles was to steal the Mares. In one version of the story, Heracles brought a
number of youths to help him. They took the mares and were chased by Diomedes and his men.
Heracles was not aware that the horses, called Podagros (the fast), Lampon (the shining), Xanthos (the blond) and
Deimos (the terrible), were kept tethered to a bronze manger because they were wild; their madness being attributed
to an unnatural diet of human flesh.[1] Some versions say that they expelled fire when they breathed. They were
man-eating and uncontrollable, and Heracles left his favoured companion, Abderus, in charge of them while he
fought Diomedes, and found out that the boy was eaten. In revenge, Heracles fed Diomedes to his own horses, then
founded Abdera next to the boy's tomb.
In another version, Heracles stayed awake so that he didn't have his throat cut by Diomedes in the night, and cut the
chains binding the horses. Having scared the horses onto the high ground of a peninsula, Heracles quickly dug a
trench through the peninsula, filling it with water, thus making it an island. When Diomedes arrived, Heracles killed
him with an axe (the one used to dig the trench), and fed the body to the horses to calm them.
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Both versions have eating make the horses calmer, and Heracles took the opportunity to bind their mouths shut, and
easily took them back to King Eurystheus, who dedicated the horses to Hera. In some versions, they were allowed to
roam freely around Argos, having become permanently calm, but in others, Eurystheus ordered the horses taken to
Olympus to be sacrificed to Zeus, but Zeus refused them, and sent wolves, lions, and bears to kill them. Roger
Lancelyn Green states in his Tales of the Greek Heroes that their descendants were used in the Trojan War. After the
incident, Eurystheus sent Heracles to bring back Hippolyta's Girdle.
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Hippolyta

Hippolyta from "Promptuarii Iconum Insigniorum"

In Greek mythology, Hippoliyte or Hippolyte (Ἱππολύτη) is the
Amazonian queen who possessed a magical girdle she was given
by her father Ares, the god of war. The girdle was a waist belt that
signified her authority as queen of the Amazons.

Hippolyta appears in the myth of Heracles. It was her girdle that
Heracles was sent to retrieve for Admeta, the daughter of king
Eurystheus, as his ninth labor. Most versions often begin by saying
that Hippolyta was impressed with Heracles, and gave him the
girdle without argument.

There are many endings to the story of Hippolyte: in fact, some
mythologists have suggested that, because of the many different
endings, she represents several different figures.
After Heracles obtained the girdle, Theseus, one of Heracles'
companions (along with Sthenelus and Telamon), kidnapped
Antiope, another sister of Hippolyta. The Amazons then attacked the party (because Heracles' enemy Hera had
spread a vicious rumour that Heracles was there to attack them or to kidnap Hippolyta), but Heracles and Theseus
escaped with the girdle and Antiope. According to one version, Heracles killed Hippolyta as they fled, which upset
him as due to their earlier excellent rapport he would have wanted to marry Hippolyta. In order to rescue Antiope,
the Amazons attacked Athens but failed, with Antiope dying in the onslaught in some versions.

In some versions, it is not Antiope whom Theseus abducts, but Hippolyta herself.
Some sources paint Theseus in a more favorable light, saying that Hippolyta was dead before he and Phaedra were
wed.
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Hippolyta in A Midsummer Night's Dream
In William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream, Hippolyta is engaged to Theseus, the duke of Athens.
In Act I, Scene 1 Hippolyta and Theseus discuss their fast-approaching wedding, which will take place under the
new moon in four days. Theseus declares to Hippolyta that, although he "wooed her with his sword" (which probably
occurred when Theseus met the queen of the Amazons in battle), he will wed her "with pomp, with triumph, and
with revelling" and he promises to begin a celebration that will continue until the wedding (I.i.19).
Hippolyta is then fairly absent in the play, appearing only with Theseus and very rarely speaking, and only then in an
insignificant manner. This continues until Act V, scene I, in which she and Theseus discuss the preceding events,
namely the magical romantic confusions that the Athenian youths report from the night before. While Theseus is
skeptical about the veracity of their tale, Hippolyta questions whether they would all have the same story if the
night's adventures were indeed imagined. Rather, she argues, the youths' agreement on the way the night's events
unfolded proves that things occurred just as they say. This is close to her final significant contribution to the play.
The fact that Hippolyta stands up to Theseus when she disagrees with him in Act V is extremely significant. In
Shakespeare's time, it was common practice for the wife to be the submissive, silent partner in a relationship; this is
the main theme of "The Taming of the Shrew". Hippolyta's role in her relationship with Theseus is indeed striking.
Ellen Rogers of Madonna University delves further into the significance of Hippolyta's role in A Midsummer Night's
Dream. She states that the play is unusual in its portrayal of strong women, perhaps the most extreme case being that
of the Queen of the Amazons, Hippolyta. In the Elizabethan age in which women are dependent on men, Hippolyta
comes from a tribe of incredibly strong empowered women. Not only this, but she is the leader of this group in
which men are actually dependent on the fearless women who protect them.
Rogers argues that Shakespeare uses the character of Hippolyta to enlighten his audience, who probably had negative
preconceptions about the Amazonian race. It is also worth considering that her statement of "I love not to see
wretchedness o'er-charged" (5.1.89), and her subsequent compassionate behavior during the Mechanicals'
performance (quite different from the behavior of the other nobles present) was a not-so-subtle indication of how
Shakespeare may have preferred his own audiences to behave.
As Louis Montrose notes: "Amazonian mythology seems symbolically to embody and to control a collective anxiety
about the power of a female not only to dominate or reject the male but to create and destroy him."[1] However,
Hippolyta attracts Theseus with her feminine allure and charm, to such a degree that Theseus is completely smitten
with her. Despite her forceful nature, she becomes the object of Theseus' passion. Rogers states that by marrying
Hippolyta, Theseus is laying down his sword, "the weapon which gave him power and authority over her," and
essentially surrendering to her. By the end of the play, Hippolyta has actually added to her power, becoming the
queen of a new realm, Athens.[2]

Hippolyta also appears in The Two Noble Kinsmen, a play co-written by Shakespeare and John Fletcher
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Geryon

Heracles fighting Geryon, amphora by the E Group, ca. 540 BC, Louvre

In Greek mythology, Geryon
/ˈdʒɪəriən/ (Ancient Greek: Γηρυών;
genitive: Γηρυόνος)[1] son of Chrysaor
and Callirrhoe and grandson of Medusa,
was a fearsome giant who dwelt on the
island Erytheia of the mythic
Hesperides in the far west of the
Mediterranean. A more literal-minded
later generation of Greeks associated
the region with Tartessos in southern
Iberia.[2]

Geryon was often described as a
monster with human faces. According
to Hesiod[3] Geryon had one body and
three heads, whereas the tradition
followed by Aeschylus gave him three
bodies.[4] A lost description by
Stesichoros said that he has six hands
and six feet and is winged;[5] there are some mid-sixth-century Chalcidian vases portraying Geryon as winged. Some
accounts state that he had six legs as well while others state that the three bodies were joined to one pair of legs.
Apart from these bizarre features, his appearance was that of a warrior. He owned a two-headed hound named
Orthrus, which was the brother of Cerberus, and a herd of magnificent red cattle that were guarded by Orthrus, and a
herder Eurytion, son of Erytheia.[6]

The Tenth Labour of Heracles
In the fullest account in the Bibliotheke of Pseudo-Apollodoros,[7] Heracles was required to travel to Erytheia, in
order to obtain the Cattle of Geryon as his tenth labour. On the way there, he crossed the Libyan desert[8] and
became so frustrated at the heat that he shot an arrow at Helios, the Sun. Helios "in admiration of his courage" gave
Heracles the golden cup he used to sail across the sea from west to east each night. Heracles used it to reach
Erytheia, a favorite motif of the vase-painters. Such a magical conveyance undercuts any literal geography for
Erytheia, the "red island" of the sunset.
When Heracles reached Erytheia, no sooner had he landed than he was confronted by the two-headed dog, Orthrus.
With one huge blow from his olive-wood club, Heracles killed the watchdog. Eurytion the herdsman came to assist
Orthrus, but Heracles dealt with him the same way.
On hearing the commotion, Geryon sprang into action, carrying three shields, three spears, and wearing three
helmets. He pursued Heracles at the River Anthemus but fell victim to an arrow that had been dipped in the
venomous blood of the Lernaean Hydra, shot so forcefully by Heracles that it pierced Geryon's forehead, "and
Geryon bent his neck over to one side, like a poppy that spoils its delicate shapes, shedding its petals all at once".[9]

Heracles then had to herd the cattle back to Eurystheus. In Roman versions of the narrative, on the Aventine hill in 
Italy, Cacus stole some of the cattle as Heracles slept, making the cattle walk backwards so that they left no trail, a 
repetition of the trick of the young Hermes. According to some versions, Heracles drove his remaining cattle past a 
cave, where Cacus had hidden the stolen animals, and they began calling out to each other. In others, Caca, Cacus' 
sister, told Heracles where he was. Heracles then killed Cacus, and according to the Romans, founded an altar where
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the Forum Boarium, the cattle market, was later held.
To annoy Heracles, Hera sent a gadfly to bite the cattle, irritate them and scatter them. The hero was within a year
able to retrieve them. Hera then sent a flood which raised the level of a river so much, Heracles could not cross with
the cattle. He piled stones into the river to make the water shallower. When he finally reached the court of
Eurystheus, the cattle were sacrificed to Hera.
In the Aeneid, Vergil may have based the triple-souled figure of Erulus, king of Praeneste, on Geryon.[10] The
Herculean Sarcophagus of Genzano features a three headed representation of Geryon.[11]

Stesichorus' Geryoneïs
The poet Stesichorus wrote a song of Geryon (Γηρυονηΐς—Geryoneïs) in the sixth century BC, which was
apparently the source of this section in Bibliotheke; it contains the first reference to Tartessus. From the fragmentary
papyri found at Oxyrhyncus[12] it is possible (although there is no evidence) that Stesichorus inserted a character,
Menoites, who reported the theft of the cattle to Geryon. Geryon then had an interview with his mother Callirrhoe,
who begged him not to confront Heracles. They appear to have expressed some doubt as to whether Geryon would
prove to be immortal. The gods met in council, where Athena warned Poseidon that she would protect Heracles
against Poseidon's grandson Geryon. Denys Page observes that the increase in representation of the Geryon episode
in vase-paintings increased from the mid-sixth century and suggests that Stesichorus' Geryoneïs provided the
impetus.
The fragments are sufficient to show that the poem was composed in twenty-six line triads, of strophe, antistrophe
and epode, repeated in columns along the original scroll, facts that aided Page in placing many of the fragments,
sometimes of no more than a word, in what he believed to be their proper positions.

A Gustave Doré wood engraving of Geryon for Dante's
Inferno

The Inferno

In the Inferno, the first part of Italian poet Dante's Divine Comedy
epic, Geryon has become the Monster of Fraud, a winged beast
with the face of an honest man, the paws of a lion, the body of a
wyvern, and a poisonous sting at the tip of his tail.[13] He dwells
somewhere in the depths below the cliff between the seventh and
eighth circles of Hell (the circles of violence and simple fraud,
respectively); Geryon rises from the pit at Virgil's call and bears
the Poets to the eighth circle. To Dante's horror, the Poets ride on
Geryon's back, and he slowly glides around and around the
waterfall of the Phlegethon down the great depths to the Circle of
Fraud.
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[5] Scholiast on Hesiod's Theogony, referring to Stesichoros' Geryoneis ( noted at TheoiProject (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Gigante/
GiganteGeryon. html)).

[6] Erytheia, "sunset goddess" and nymph of the island that has her name, is one of the Hesperides.
[7] Pseudo-Apollodorus. Bibliotheke, 2.5.10.
[8] Libya was the generic name for North Africa to the Greeks.
[9] Stesichorus, fragment, translated by Denys Page.
[10] P.T. Eden, A Commentary on Virgil: Aeneid VII (Brill, 1975), p. 155 online. (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=B7cfAAAAIAAJ&
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[11] Signes gravés sur les églises de l'Eure et du Calvados by Asger Jorn, Volume II of the Bibliotehéque Alexandrie, published by the
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[13] Virgil's description sounds more like a manticore (a strange beast with a man's head, lion's body, scorpion's tail, and the occasional dragon
wings in some depictions).
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• Hamadryads •• Pegasides
•• Hesperides •• Pleiades
•• Limnades •• Potamides
•• Meliae

In Greek mythology, the Hesperides (Ancient Greek: Ἑσπερίδες) are nymphs who tend a blissful garden in a far
western corner of the world, located near the Atlas mountains in North Africa at the edge of the encircling Oceanus,
the world-ocean.[1]

According to the Sicilian Greek poet Stesichorus, in his poem the "Song of Geryon", and the Greek geographer
Strabo, in his book Geographika (volume III), the Hesperides are in Tartessos, a location placed in the south of the
Iberian peninsula.
By Ancient Roman times, the garden of the Hesperides had lost its archaic place in religion and had dwindled to a
poetic convention, in which form it was revived in Renaissance poetry, to refer both to the garden and to the nymphs
that dwelt there.

Etymology
The name means originating from Hesperus, the evening star Venus, equivalent to vesper.

The Nymphs of the Evening
Ordinarily the Hesperides number three, like the other Greek triads (the Three Graces and the Moirai). "Since the
Hesperides themselves are mere symbols of the gifts the apples embody, they cannot be actors in a human drama.
Their abstract, interchangeable names are a symptom of their impersonality," Evelyn Harrison has observed.[2]

Nevertheless, among the names given to them, though never all at once, are Aegle ("dazzling light"), Arethusa,
Erytheia (or Erytheis) and Hesperia (alternatively Hespereia, Hespere, Hespera, Hesperusa or Hesperethoosa).
Lipara, Asterope and Chrysothemis are named in a Hesperide scene of the apotheosis of Heracles (romanised to
Hercules) on a late fifth-century hydria by the Meidias Painter in London[3] They are sometimes called the Western
Maidens, the Daughters of Evening or Erythrai, and the "Sunset Goddesses", designations all apparently tied to their
imagined location in the distant west. Hesperis is appropriately the personification of the evening (as Eos is of the
dawn) and the Evening Star is Hesperus. In addition to their tending of the garden, they were said to have taken great
pleasure in singing.
They are sometimes portrayed as the evening daughters of Night (Nyx) either alone,[4] or with Darkness (Erebus),[5]

in accord with the way Eos in the farthermost east, in Colchis, is the daughter of the titan Hyperion. Or they are
listed as the daughters of Atlas, or of Zeus, and either Hesperius or Themis, or Phorcys and Ceto.
Erytheia ("the red one") is one of the Hesperides. The name was applied to an island close to the coast of southern
Hispania, which was the site of the original Punic colony of Gades (modern Cadiz). Pliny's Natural History (4.36)
records of the island of Gades: "On the side which looks towards Spain, at about 100 paces distance, is another long
island, three miles wide, on which the original city of Gades stood. By Ephorus and Philistides it is called Erythia, by
Timæus and Silenus Aphrodisias, and by the natives the Isle of Juno." The island was the seat of Geryon, who was
overcome by Heracles.
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The Garden of the Hesperides by Frederick, Lord
Leighton, 1892.

The Garden of the Hesperides

The Garden of the Hesperides is Hera's orchard in the west,
where either a single tree or a grove of immortality-giving golden
apples grew. The apples were planted from the fruited branches
that Gaia gave to her as a wedding gift when Hera accepted Zeus.
The Hesperides were given the task of tending to the grove, but
occasionally plucked from it themselves. Not trusting them, Hera
also placed in the garden a never-sleeping, hundred-headed dragon
named Ladon as an additional safeguard. However, in the
mythology surrounding the Judgement of Paris, the Goddess of
Discord Eris managed to enter the garden, pluck a golden apple,
inscribe it "To the most beautiful" (Ancient Greek: Kallistei) and
roll it into the wedding party (which she had not been invited to),
in effect causing the Trojan Wars.

In later years it was thought that the "golden apples" might have actually been oranges, a fruit unknown to Europe
and the Mediterranean before the Middle Ages. Under this assumption, the Greek botanical name chosen for all
citrus species was Hesperidoeidē (Ἑσπεριδοειδῆ, "hesperidoids").

The Eleventh Labour of Heracles
After Heracles completed his first ten Labours, Eurystheus gave him two more claiming that neither the Hydra
counted (because Iolaus helped Heracles) nor the Augean stables (either because he received payment for the job or
because the rivers did the work). The first of these two additional Labours was to steal the apples from the garden of
the Hesperides. Heracles first caught the Old Man of the Sea,[6] the shape-shifting sea god, to learn where the Garden
of the Hesperides was located.[7]

In some variations, Heracles, either at the start or at the end of his task, meets Antaeus, who was invincible as long
as he touched his mother, Gaia, the earth. Heracles killed Antaeus by holding him aloft and crushing him in a
bearhug.[8]

Herodotus claims that Heracles stopped in Egypt, where King Busiris decided to make him the yearly sacrifice, but
Heracles burst out of his chains.

Hercules stealing the golden apples from the Garden
of the Hesperides. Detail of a Twelve Labours

Roman mosaic from Llíria, Spain (3rd century).

Finally making his way to the Garden of the Hesperides, Heracles
tricked Atlas into retrieving some of the golden apples for him, by
offering to hold up the heavens for a little while (Atlas was able to
take them as, in this version, he was the father or otherwise related to
the Hesperides). This would have made this task – like the Hydra
and Augean stables – void because he had received help. Upon his
return, Atlas decided that he did not want to take the heavens back,
and instead offered to deliver the apples himself, but Heracles
tricked him again by agreeing to take his place on condition that
Atlas relieve him temporarily so that Heracles could make his cloak
more comfortable. Atlas agreed, but Heracles reneged and walked
away, carrying the apples. According to an alternative version,
Heracles slew Ladon instead.
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There is another variation to the story where Heracles was the only person to steal the apples, other than Perseus,
although Athena later returned the apples to their rightful place in the garden. They are considered by some to be the
same "apples of joy" that tempted Atalanta, as opposed to the "apple of discord" used by Eris to start a beauty contest
on Olympus (which caused "The Siege of Troy").
On Attic pottery, especially from the late fifth century, Heracles is depicted sitting in bliss in the Gardens of the
Hesperides, attended by the maidens.

The Hesperides in the Renaissance
With the revival of classical allusions in the Renaissance, the Hesperides returned to their prominent position, and
the garden itself took on the name of its nymphs: Robert Greene wrote of "The fearful Dragon... that watched the
garden called Hesperides".[9] Shakespeare inserted the comically insistent rhyme "is not Love a Hercules, Still
climbing trees in the Hesperides" in Love's Labours Lost (iv.iii) and John Milton mentioned the "ladies of the
Hesperides" in Paradise Regained (ii.357). 'Hesperides' (published 1647) was the title of a collection of pastoral and
religious verse by the Royalist poet Robert Herrick.

Notes
[1] A confusion of the Garden of the Hesperides with an equally idyllic Arcadia is a modern one, conflating Sir Philip Sidney's Countess of

Pembroke's Arcadia and Robert Herrick's Hesperides: both are viewed by Renaissance poets as oases of bliss, but they were not connected by
the Greeks. The development of Arcadia as an imagined setting for pastoral is the contribution of Theocritus to Hellenistic culture: see
Arcadia (utopia).

[2] Evelyn B. Harrison, "Hesperides and Heroes: A Note on the Three-Figure Reliefs", Hesperia 33.1 (January 1964 pp. 76–82) pp 79–80.
[3] Illustrated in Harrison 1964:plate 13. Beyond the group sits Hygeia, perhaps giving rise to a mistaken impression that there might be four

Hesperides. Sometimes two of the three are represented with Heracles when the symmetry of a composition requires it, as in the so-called
"Three-Figure Reliefs". A good survey of the Hesperides' representations on fourth-century vases is Dieter Metzler, Les representations dans
la céramique attique du IVe siècle (1951) pp 204–10.

[4] Hesiod, Theogony 215 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Hes. Th. 215& lang=original)
[5] Hyginus, Fabulae Preface (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Text/ HyginusFabulae1. html); Cicero De Natura Deorum 3.44 (http:/ / www. perseus.

tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:2007. 01. 0037:book=3:section=44)
[6] Kerenyi, The Heroes of the Greeks, 1959, p.172, identifies him in this context as Nereus; as a shape-shifter he is often identified as Proteus.
[7] In some versions of the tale, Heracles was directed to ask Prometheus. As payment, he freed Prometheus from his daily torture. This tale is

more usually found in the position of the Erymanthian Boar, since it is associated with Chiron choosing to forgo immortality and taking
Prometheus' place.

[8][8] Apollodorus ii. 5; Hyginus, Fab. 31
[9] Greene, Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay (published 1594)
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Cerberus

Cerberus

AKA: Kérberos

Detail of sculpture of god Hades with Cerberus

Mythology Greek mythology and Roman mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Country Greece, Italy

Habitat Underworld

Cerberus guarding the entrance to the Royal
Institute of Technology in Stockholm.

Cerberus (   /ˈsɜrbərəs/),[1] or Kerberos, (Greek form: Κέρβερος,
Greek pronunciation: [ˈkerberos])[2] in Greek and Roman mythology, is a
multi-headed hound (usually three-headed)[1][3][4] which guards the
gates of the Underworld, to prevent those who have crossed the river
Styx from ever escaping. Cerberus featured in many works of ancient
Greek and Roman literature and in works of both ancient and modern
art and architecture, although the depiction and background
surrounding Cerberus often differed across various works by different
authors of the era. The most notable difference is the number of its
heads: Most sources describe or depict three heads; others show it with
two or even just one; a smaller number of sources show a variable number, sometimes as many as 50 or even 100.

Mythology
Cerberus was the offspring of Echidna, a hybrid half-woman and half-serpent, and Typhon, a fire-breathing giant
whom even the Greek gods feared. Its brother is Orthrus, always depicted as a two-headed hellhound.[5] The
common depiction of Cerberus in Greek mythology and art is as having three heads. In most works the three-heads
each respectively see and represent the past, the present, and the future, while other sources suggest the heads
represent birth, youth, and old age.[6] Each of Cerberus' heads is said to have an appetite only for live meat and thus
allow only the spirits of the dead to freely enter the underworld, but allow none to leave.[7] Cerberus was always
employed as Hades' loyal watchdog, and guarded the gates that granted access and exit to the underworld .[8]
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The Twelfth Labor of Heracles

An ancient Etruscan vase from Caere (ca 525 BC)
depicting Heracles presenting Cerberus to

Eurystheus.

Capturing Cerberus, without using weapons, was the final labour
assigned to Heracles (Hercules) by King Eurystheus, in recompense for
the killing of his own children by Megara after he was driven insane by
Hera, and therefore was the most dangerous and difficult.

After having been given the task, Heracles went to Eleusis to be
initiated in the Eleusinian Mysteries so that he could learn how to enter
and exit the underworld alive, and in passing absolve himself for
killing centaurs. He found the entrance to the underworld at Tanaerum,
and Athena and Hermes helped him to traverse the entrance in each
direction. He passed Charon with Hestia's assistance and his own
heavy and fierce frowning.

Whilst in the underworld, Heracles met Theseus and Pirithous. The
two companions had been imprisoned by Hades for attempting to kidnap Persephone. One tradition tells of snakes
coiling around their legs then turning into stone; another that Hades feigned hospitality and prepared a feast inviting
them to sit. They unknowingly sat in chairs of forgetfulness and were permanently ensnared. When Heracles had
pulled Theseus first from his chair, some of his thigh stuck to it (this explains the supposedly lean thighs of
Athenians), but the earth shook at the attempt to liberate Pirithous, whose desire to have the wife of a god for himself
was so insulting he was doomed to stay behind.

Heracles found Hades and asked permission to bring Cerberus to the surface, which Hades agreed to if Heracles
could overpower the beast without using weapons. Heracles was able to overpower Cerberus and proceeded to sling
the beast over his back, dragging it out of the underworld through a cavern entrance in the Peloponnese and bringing
it to Eurystheus. The king was so frightened of the beast that he jumped into a pithos, and asked Heracles to return it
to the underworld in return for releasing him from his labors.

Literature

Cerberus, as illustrated by Gustave Doré in
Dante's Divine Comedy.

Cerberus featured in many prominent works of Greek and Roman
literature, most famously in Virgil's Aeneid, Peisandros of Rhodes' epic
poem the Labours of Hercules, the story of Orpheus in Plato's
Symposium, and in Homer's Iliad, which is the only known reference to
one of Heracles' labours which first appeared in a literary source.[9]

The depiction of Cerberus is relatively consistent between different
works and authors, the common theme of the mane of serpents is kept
across works, as is the serpent's tail, most literary works of the era
describe Cerberus as having three heads with the only notable
exception being Hesiod's Theogony in which he had 50 heads.[10]

Most occurrences in ancient literature revolve around the basis of the threat of Cerberus being overcome to allow a
living being access to the underworld; in the Aeneid Cerberus was lulled to sleep after being tricked into eating
drugged honeycakes and Orpheus put the creature to sleep with his music. Capturing Cerberus alive was the twelfth
and final labour of Heracles. In Dante Alighieri's Inferno, Canto VI, the "great worm" Cerberus is found in the Third
Circle of Hell, where he oversees and rends to pieces those who have succumbed to gluttony, one of the seven
deadly sins.[11]

In the constellation Cerberus introduced by Johannes Hevelius in 1687, Cerberus is sometimes substituted for the 
"branch from the tree of the golden apples" fetched by Atlas from the garden of the Hesperides.[12] This branch is the
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literary source of the "golden bough" in the Aeneid by Virgil.
In Paradise Lost 11.65, Cerberean hounds are mentioned in Hell: "A cry of Hell Hounds never ceasing bark'd With
wide Cerberean mouths full loud".

Art

In this vase painting, Heracles leads a two-headed
Cerberus out of Hades.

Numerous references to Cerberus have appeared in ancient Greek and
Roman art,[13] found in archaeological ruins and often including in
statues and architecture, inspired by the mythology of the creature.
Cerberus' depiction in ancient art is not as definitive as in literature; the
poets and linguists of ancient Greece and Rome mostly agreed on the
physical appearance (with the notable exception in Hesiod's Theogony
in which he had 50 heads).[10] His depiction in classical art mostly
shows the recurring motif of serpents, but the number of heads
differs.[14] A statue in the Galleria Borghese depicts Cerberus with
three heads sitting by the side of Hades, while a bronze sculpture
depicting Heracles' twelfth labour shows the demi-god leading a two-headed Cerberus from the underworld. The
majority of vases depicting the twelfth task also show Cerberus as having two heads.[15] Classical critics have
identified one of the earliest works of Cerberus as "the most imaginative," that being a Laconian vase created around
560 BC in which Cerberus is shown with three-heads and with rows of serpents covering his body and heads.[16]

Explanations
There have been many attempts to explain the depiction of Cerberus. A 2nd century CE Greek known as Heraclitus
the paradoxographer--- not to be confused with the 5th century BCE Greek philosopher Heraclitus--- claimed
Euhemeristically that Cerberus had two pups which were never away from their father, as such Cerberus was in fact
a normal (however very large) dog but artists incorporating the two pups into their work made it appear as if his two
children were in fact extra heads.[17] Classical historians have dismissed Heraclitus the paradoxographer's
explanation as "feeble".[18] Mythologers have speculated that if Cerberus was given his name in Trikarenos it could
be interpreted as "three karenos".[18] Certain experts believe that the monster was inspired by the golden jackal.[19]

In popular culture
Further information: Greek mythology in popular culture#Cerberus
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The Argonauts

Argonauts

Gathering of the Argonauts (?), Attic red-figure
krater, 460–450 BC, Louvre (G 341)

The Argo, by Lorenzo Costa

The Argonauts (Ancient Greek: Ἀργοναῦται, Argonautai; Georgian:
არგონავტები, Argonavtebi) were a band of heroes in Greek
mythology who, in the years before the Trojan War, accompanied
Jason to Colchis (ancient Georgian Kingdom) in his quest to find the
Golden Fleece. Their name comes from their ship, the Argo, which was
named after its builder, Argus. "Argonauts", therefore, literally means
"Argo sailors". They were sometimes called Minyans, after a
prehistoric tribe of the area.

Story

After the death of King Cretheus, the Aeolian Pelias usurped the Iolcan
throne from his half-brother Aeson and became king of Iolcus in
Thessaly (near the modern city of Volos). Because of this unlawful act,
an oracle warned him that a descendant of Aeolus would seek revenge.
Pelias put to death every prominent descendant of Aeolus he could, but
spared Aeson because of the pleas of their mother Tyro. Instead, Pelias
kept Aeson prisoner and forced him to renounce his inheritance. Aeson
married Alcimede, who bore him a son named Diomedes. Pelias
intended to kill the baby at once, but Alcimede summoned her
kinswomen to weep over him as if he were stillborn. She faked a burial
and smuggled the baby to Mount Pelion. He was raised by the centaur
Chiron, who changed the boy's name to Jason.

When Jason was 20 years old, an oracle ordered him to dress as a
Magnesian and head to the Iolcan court. While traveling Jason lost his
sandal crossing the muddy Anavros river while helping an old woman (Hera in disguise). The goddess was angry
with King Pelias for killing his stepmother Sidero after she had sought refuge in Hera's temple.

Another oracle warned Pelias to be on his guard against a man with one shoe. Pelias was presiding over a sacrifice to
Poseidon with several neighboring kings in attendance. Among the crowd stood a tall youth in leopard skin with only
one sandal. Pelias recognized that Jason was his cousin. He could not kill him because prominent kings of the
Aeolian family were present. Instead, he asked Jason: "What would you do if an oracle announced that one of your
fellow-citizens were destined to kill you?". Jason replied that he would send him to go and fetch the Golden Fleece,
not knowing that Hera had put those words in his mouth.

Jason learned later that Pelias was being haunted by the ghost of Phrixus. Phrixus had fled from Orchomenus riding 
on a divine ram to avoid being sacrificed and took refuge in Colchis where he was later denied proper burial. 
According to an oracle, Iolcus would never prosper unless his ghost was taken back in a ship, together with the 
golden ram's fleece. This fleece now hung from a tree in the grove of the Colchian Ares, guarded night and day by a 
dragon that never slept. Pelias swore before Zeus that he would give up the throne at Jason's return while expecting 
that Jason's attempt to steal the Golden Fleece would be a fatal enterprise. However, Hera acted in Jason's favour
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during the perilous journey.
Jason was accompanied by some of the principal heroes of ancient Greece. The number of Argonauts varies, but
usually totals between 40 and 55; traditional versions of the story place their number at 50.
Some have hypothesized that the legend of the Golden Fleece was based on a practice of the Black Sea tribes; they
would place a lamb's fleece at the bottom of a stream to entrap gold dust being washed down from upstream. This
practice is still in use, particularly in the Svaneti region of Georgia. See Golden Fleece for other, more speculative
interpretations.

The crew of the Argo
There is no definite list of the Argonauts. The following list is collated from several lists given in ancient
sources.[1][2][3]

1.1. Acastus
2. Actor (son of Hippas)
3.3. Admetus
4.4. Aethalides
5.5. Amphiaraus
6.6. Amphidamas
7.7. Amphion (son of Hyperasius)
8.8. Ancaeus
9.9. Areius
10. Argus (builder of Argo)
11.11. Argus (son of Phrixus)
12.12. Ascalaphus
13.13. Asclepius
14.14. Asterion (son of Cometes)
15.15. Asterius (brother of Amphion)
16.16. Atalanta
17.17. Augeas
18.18. Autolycus, son of Deimachus
19.19. Bellerophon
20.20. Butes
21. Calaïs (son of Boreas)
22. Caeneus (son of Coronus)
23.23. Canthus
24. Castor (son of Zeus)
25.25. Cepheus, King of Tegea
26. Clytius (son of Eurytus)
27. Coronus (son of Caeneus)
28.28. Cytissorus
29.29. Deucalion of Crete
30.30. Echion
31.31. Eribotes
32. Erginus (son of Poseidon)
33.33. Erytus (brother of Echion)
34.34. Euphemus
35.35. Euryalus
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36.36. Eurydamas
37. Eurymedon (son of Dionysus)
38.38. Eurytion
39. Heracles (son of Zeus)
40.40. Hippalcimus
41.41. Hylas
42.42. Idas
43.43. Idmon
44. Iolaus (nephew of Heracles)
45.45. Iphitos
46.46. Jason
47.47. Laërtes
48. Laocoön (half-brother of Oeneus and tutor of Meleager)
49.49. Leitus
50.50. Leodocus
51.51. Lynceus
52.52. Medea
53.53. Melas
54.54. Meleager
55.55. Menoetius
56.56. Mopsus
57.57. Nauplius
58. Neleus (son of Poseidon)
59.59. Nestor
60.60. Oileus
61.61. Orpheus
62.62. Palaemon
63. Palaimonius (son of Hephaestus)
64.64. Peleus
65.65. Peneleos
66.66. Perseus
67.67. Periclymenus
68.68. Phalerus
69.69. Phanus (brother of Staphylus and Eurymedon)
70.70. Philoctetes
71. Phlias (son of Dionysus)
72.72. Phocus
73.73. Phrontis
74.74. Poeas
75.75. Prias (brother of Phocus)
76. Pollux (son of Zeus)
77.77. Polyphemus
78.78. Staphylus
79.79. Talaus
80.80. Telamon
81. Thersanon (son of Helios and Leucothoe)
82.82. Theseus

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eurydamas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dionysus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eurytion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hippalcimus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iphitos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=La%C3%ABrtes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oeneus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leitus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leodocus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lynceus_%28Argonaut%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Melas_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Menoetius_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nauplius_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neleus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nestor_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palaemon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palaimonius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Peneleos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Periclymenus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phalerus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phlias
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phocus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Polyphemus_%28Argonaut%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Staphylus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helios
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leucothea%23Other_characters


Argonauts 173

83.83. Tiphys
84. Zetes (son of Boreas)
Several more names are discoverable from other sources. Amyrus, eponym of a Thessalian city, is given by
Stephanus of Byzantium as "one of the Argonauts";[4] he is otherwise said to have been a son of Poseidon and to
have given his name to the river Amyrus.[5] Azorus was the helmsman of Argo according to Hesychius of
Alexandria;[6] he could be the same as the Azorus mentioned by Stephanus as founder of the city Azorus in
Pelagonia.[7]

Notes to the list
• Atalanta is included on the list by Pseudo-Apollodorus, but Apollonius[8] claims that Jason forbade her because

she was a woman and could cause strife in the otherwise all-male crew. Other sources state that she was asked,
but refused.

• Apollonius also claims that Theseus and Pirithous were trapped in Hades at the time and could not join.[9]

• Theseus being on the list is inconsistent with accounts of his life usually including him encountering Medea at an
early stage of his adventures, yet many years after the Argonauts completed their adventure (Medea, by that time,
was not only abandoned by Jason, but also bore a child from Aegeus).[10]

• Argus, Phrontis, Melas and Cytissorus, sons of Phrixus and Chalciope, joined the crew only after being rescued
by the Argonauts: the four had been stranded on a desert island not far from Colchis, from where they initially
sailed with an intent to reach their father's homeland.[11] However, Argus is not to be confused with the other
Argus, son of Arestor or Polybus, constructor and eponym of the ship Argo and member of the crew from the
beginning.[12]

Adaptations of the myth

Literature
• The Life and Death of Jason (1867) by William Morris
• Hercules, My Shipmate (1945) by Robert Graves
• The Greek Myths by Robert Graves
• Jason and Medeia by John Gardner, a modern, epic poem in English.
• The Argonautica by Gaius Valerius Flaccus, a first-century AD Latin epic poem.
• The Argonautica by Apollonius of Rhodes, a Hellenistic, Greek epic poem.
• Despoiled Shore Medea Material Landscape with Argonauts (1982) -- a play in the synthetic fragment form by

Heiner Müller
• In comics, outside of a comic book adaptation of the film Jason and the Argonauts published by Dell Comics in

1963 as part of their Movie Classics series, there were 2 series that featured The Argonauts alongside Jason. The
first was a 5 issue series published by Caliber Press in 1991,[13] while the other was a series called Jason and the
Argonauts: Kingdom of Hades, a 5 issue mini-series, published by Bluewater Comics in 2007.[14] In 2011,
Campfire Books published a graphic novel called Jason and the Argonauts written by Dan Whitehead.[15]

• The heroes of Olympus by Rick Riordan is loosely based on a modern version of the story of Jason and the
Argonauts. The myth is mentioned on several occasions.
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Film and Television
A Soviet cartoon called "The Argonauts" was made in 1971.
Two movies titled Jason and the Argonauts have been made, and a film entitled Rise of the Argonauts is in
production but is not an adaptation and will act as a prequel to the first film. This film will be released sometime in
spring 2011.
Jason and the Argonauts (1963), directed by Don Chaffey and featuring special effects by Ray Harryhausen, shows
Jason hosting Olympics-like games and selecting his crew from among the winners.
A Hallmark presentation TV movie, Jason and the Argonauts (2000), on the other hand, shows Jason having to settle
for men with no sailing experience. This includes a thief who says "Who better than a thief to grab the Golden
Fleece?"
A movie titled "Веселая хроника опасного путешествия" (Amusing Chronicle of a Dangerous Voyage) was made
in the Soviet Union in 1986 starring a famous Russian actor Alexander Abdulov. (imdb [16])
The 1977 Doctor Who serial 'Underworld' is loosely based on the story of Jason and the Argonauts.

Music
British Rock group XTC recorded a song entitled Jason and the Argonauts, to be found on their album English
Settlement (1982).

Radio
In 2001, a radio drama adaptation of Apollonius' Argonautica was presented on the Radio Tales series for National
Public Radio.

Video games
Jason and the Argo, along with a small number of the more legendary Argonauts and Greeks, were featured in the
2008 video game Rise of the Argonauts

Notes
[1] Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 1. 23 - 228
[2] Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 1. 9. 16
[3] Hyginus, Fabulae, 14
[4] Stephanus of Byzantium s. v. Amyros
[5] Scholia on Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 1. 596. The Argonauts are reported to have sailed past this river by both Apollonius (1. 596)

and Valerius Flaccus (2. 11)
[6][6] Hesychius s. v. Azōros
[7][7] Stephanus of Byzantium s. v. Azōros
[8] Arg. 1. 770
[9] Arg. 1. 100
[10] Roger Lancelyn Green, in his Tales of the Greek Heroes, gets round this problem by suppressing the name of the witch-wife who Theseus

encountered in his early life.
[11] Arg. 2. 1193
[12] Arg. 1. 112; Hyg. Fab. 14
[13] http:/ / www. comics. org/ series/ 14638/ covers/
[14] http:/ / www. comics. org/ series/ 28766/
[15] http:/ / campfiregraphicnovels. wordpress. com/ mythology/ jason-and-the-argonauts-dan-whitehead/
[16] http:/ / imdb. com/ title/ tt0267092/
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Full English translation by R.C. Seaton

Acastus
Acastus (   /əˈkæstəs/; Ancient Greek: Ἄκαστος) is a character in Greek mythology. He sailed with Jason and the
Argonauts, and participated in the hunt for the Calydonian Boar.[1]

Biography
Acastus was the son of Pelias, then king of Iolcus, and Anaxibia (Philomache in some traditions).
After the return of the Argonauts, Acastus's sisters were seduced by Medea to cut their father Pelias in pieces and
boil them. Acastus, when he heard this, buried his father, and drove Jason and Medea from Iolcus (and, according to
Pausanias, his sisters also),[2] and instituted funeral games in honor of his father.[3][4] He thereafter became king of
Iolcus.
Acastus purified Peleus of the murder of King Eurytion of Phthia. Acastus's wife (variously named in mythology;
often Astydamia, but sometimes Hippolyte, daughter of Cretheus)[1][4] fell in love with Peleus but he scorned her.
Bitter, she sent a messenger to Antigone, Peleus's wife and daughter of Eurytion, to tell her that Peleus was to marry
Acastus's daughter, Steropes.
Astydamia then told Acastus that Peleus had tried to rape her.[5] Acastus took Peleus on a hunting trip and hid his
sword while he slept, then abandoned him on Mt. Pelion to be killed by centaurs. The wise centaur Chiron (or the
god Hermes)[4] returned Peleus' sword and Peleus managed to escape. With Jason and the Dioscuri, Peleus sacked
Iolcus, dismembered Astydamia (and, in some accounts, Acastus himself), and marched his army between the
pieces. Their kingdom later fell to Jason's son Thessalus.

Descendants
Acastus and Astydameia had two daughters: Sterope (Στερόπη) and Laodamia, and a number of sons. Another
daughter, Sthenele (Σθενέλη), was given by the Bibliotheca as the wife of Menoetius and mother of Patroclus.
Tzetzes (in his Prolegomena in Hesiodum) calls Arxippus a son of his.

References
[1] Hornblower, Simon (1996). "Acastus". The Oxford Classical Dictionary. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 3.
[2] Pausanias vii. 11
[3] Gaius Julius Hyginus Fabulae 24 and 273 ; Apollod. i. 9. § 27, &c.; Pausanias iii. 18. § 9, vi. 20. § 9, v. 17. § 4 ; Ov. Met. xi. 409, &c.
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Sources
•   This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Smith, William, ed. (1867). "article

name needed". Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology.

Admetus
In Greek mythology, Admetus (   /ædˈmiːtəs/; Greek: Ἄδμητος Admetos, "untamed", "untameable")[1][2] was a
king of Pherae in Thessaly, succeeding his father Pheres after whom the city was named. Admetus was one of the
Argonauts and took part in the Calydonian Boar hunt. His wife Alcestis offered to substitute her own death for his.

Mythology

Etruscan vase depiction of the farewell of
Admetus and Alcestis.

Admetus was famed for his hospitality and justice. When Apollo was
sentenced to a year of servitude to a mortal as punishment for killing
Delphyne, or as later tradition has it, the Cyclops, the god chose
Admetus' home and became his herdsman. Apollo in recompense for
Admetus' treatment—the Hellenistic poet Callimachus of Alexandria[3]

makes him Apollo's eromenos—made all the cows bear twins while he
served as his cowherd.[4]

Apollo also helped Admetus win the hand of Alcestis, the daughter of
Pelias, king of Iolcus. Alcestis had so many suitors that Pelias set an
apparently impossible task to the suitors—to win the hand of Alcestis, they must yoke a boar and a lion to a chariot.
Apollo harnessed the yoke with the animals[5] and Admetus drove the chariot to Pelias, and thus married Alcestis.

Admetus, however, neglected to sacrifice to Artemis. The offended goddess filled the bridal chamber with snakes
and again, Apollo came to Admetus' aid. Apollo advised Admetus to sacrifice to Artemis, and the goddess removed
the snakes.
The greatest aid Apollo gave to Admetus was persuading the Fates to reprieve Admetus of his fated day of death.
According to Aeschylus Apollo made the Fates drunk, and the Fates agreed to reprieve Admetus if he could find
someone to die in his place.[6] Admetus initially believed that one of his aged parents would happily take their son's
place of death. When they were unwilling, Alcestis instead died for Admetus.
The scene of death is described in Euripides' play Alcestis, where Thanatos, the god of death, takes Alcestis to the
Underworld. As Alcestis descends, Admetus discovers that he actually does not want to live:

"I think my wife's fate is happier than my own, even though it may not seem so. No pain will ever touch her
now, and she has ended life's many troubles with glory. But I, who have escaped my fate and ought not to be
alive, shall now live out my life in sorrow."

The situation was saved by Heracles, who rested at Pherae on his way towards the man-eating Mares of Diomedes.
Heracles was greatly impressed by Admetus's kind treatment of him as a guest, and when told of Admetus' situation,
he entered Alcestis' tomb. He repaid the honor Admetus had done to him by wrestling with Thanatos until the god
agreed to release Alcestis, then led her back into the mortal world. The most famous of Admetus's children was
Eumelus, who led a contingent from Pherae to fight in the Trojan War. He also had a daughter Perimele.
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Aethalides
Aethalides (Ancient Greek: Αἰθαλίδης) was a son of Hermes and Eupolemeia, a daughter of Myrmidon.[1] He was
the herald of the Argonauts, and had received from his father the faculty of remembering everything, even in Hades.
He was further allowed to reside alternately in the upper and in the lower world. As his soul could not forget
anything even after death, it remembered that from the body of Aethalides it had successively migrated into those of
Euphorbus, Hermotimus, Pyrrhus, and at last into that of Pythagoras, in whom it still retained the recollection of its
former migrations.[2][3][4][5][6]
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Amphion
There are several characters named Amphion (Ancient Greek: Ἀμφίων) in Greek mythology:
• Amphion, son of Zeus and Antiope, and twin brother of Zethus (see Amphion and Zethus). Together they are

famous for building Thebes. Amphion married Niobe, and killed himself after the loss of his wife and children
(the Niobids) at the hands of Apollo and Artemis. Diodorus Siculus calls Chloris his daughter,[1] but the other
accounts of her parentage identify her father as another Amphion, the ruler of Minyan Orchomenus (see below).

• Amphion, son of Iasus and Persephone (a mortal woman, not the wife of Hades). This Amphion is an obscure
character, said to be a king of the Minyans of Orchomenus, in Boeotia.

• Amphion, son of Hyperasius; he and his brother Asterius were Argonauts.[2]

• Amphion the Epean, of Elis, who took part in the Trojan War on the side of the Greeks.[3]
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Ancaeus
The name Ancaeus or Ankaios (Ἀγκαῖος) is attributed to two heroes in Greek mythology. Both were among the
Argonauts, and each met his death at the tusks of a boar. They are often confused with one another.

Ancaeus of Arcadia
Ancaeus, son of King Lycurgus of Arcadia, was both an Argonaut and a participant in the Calydonian Boar hunt, in
which he met his end. His arms were ominously hidden at home, but he set forth, dressed in a bearskin and armed
only with a labrys (λάβρυς "doubled-bladed axe"). His wife was named Iotis, and his mother was either Cleophyle
or Eurynome according to one account, or Antinoe according to another one. Ancaeus' son Agapenor led the
Arcadian forces during the Trojan War.

Ancaeus of Samos
Ancaeus was king of the island of Samos, and an Argonaut: helmsmanship was his special skill.[1] He was a son of
Poseidon and Astypalaea, and brother of Eurypylus.[2] By other accounts his father was the Lelegian king Altes,
which accords well with Ancaeus's rule over the Leleges of Samos. According to a lost epic of his house, sung by the
Samian poet Asios, he married Samia, daughter of the river god Maeander, who bore him Perilaus, Enudus, Samus,
Alitherses, and Parthenope, the mother of Lycomedes.[3] The most famous story surrounding this Ancaeus is the
following: When planting a vineyard, for Samos was famed for its wine, he was told by a seer that he would never
taste its wine. Ancaeus then joined the voyage of the Argonauts, and returned home safely, by which time the grapes
were ripe and had been made into wine. He summoned the seer before him, and raised a cup of his own wine to his
lips, and was ready to taste it for the first time. He then mocked the seer, who retorted, "There is many a slip between
the cup and the lip" (Πολλὰ μεταξὺ πέλει κύλικος καὶ Χείλεος ἀκροῦ). Before Ancaeus had tasted the wine, an
alarm was raised that a wild boar was ravaging the vineyard, and on hearing this, Ancaeus dropped the cup and went
out to investigate – and was promptly killed by the boar.[4]
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Atalanta

Peleus and Atalanta wrestling, black-figured hydria, ca. 550 BC, Staatliche
Antikensammlungen (Inv. 596).

Atalanta (Ancient Greek: Ἀταλάντη, Atalantē,
"balanced") is a character in Greek mythology.

Legend

Atalanta was the daughter of Iasus (or Mainalos
or Schoeneus, according to Hyginus), a Boeotian
(according to Hesiod) or an Arcadian princess
(according to the Bibliotheca). She is often
described as a goddess. The Bibliotheca is the
only one who gives an account of Atalanta’s
birth and upbringing. King Iasus wanted a son;
when Atalanta was born, he left her on a
mountaintop to die. Some stories say that a
she-bear suckled and cared for Atalanta until
hunters found and raised her, and she learned to fight and hunt as a bear would. She was later reunited with her
father.

Having grown up in the wilderness, Atalanta became a fierce hunter and was always happy. She took an oath of
virginity to the goddess Artemis.
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Calydonian boar hunt

Jacob Jordaens - Meleager and Atalanta -
WGA11997

When Artemis was forgotten at a sacrifice by King Oineus, she was
angered and sent a wild boar that ravaged the land, men, and cattle and
prevented crops from being sown. Atalanta joined Meleager and many
other famous heroes on a hunt for the boar. Many of the men were
angry that a woman was joining them, but Meleager, though married,
lusted for Atalanta, and so he persuaded them to include her. Several of
the men were killed before Atalanta became the first to hit the boar and
draw blood. After Meleager finally killed the boar with his spear, he
awarded the skin to Atalanta. Meleager’s uncles, Plexippus and
Toxeus, were angry and tried to take the skin from her. In revenge,
Meleager killed his uncles. Wild with grief, Meleager's mother Althaea
threw a charmed log on the fire, which consumed Meleager's life as it
burned.

Footrace

After the Calydonian boar hunt, Atalanta was rediscovered by her
father. He wanted her to be wed, but Atalanta, uninterested in marriage, agreed to marry only if her suitors could
outrun her in a footrace. Those who lost would be killed. King Schoeneus agreed, and many young men died in the
attempt until Melanion (or Hippomenes) came along. Melanion asked the goddess Aphrodite for help, and she gave
him three golden apples in order to slow Atalanta down. The apples were irresistible, so every time Atalanta got
ahead of Melanion, he rolled an apple ahead of her, and she would run after it. In this way, Melanion won the
footrace and came to marry Atalanta. Eventually they had a son Parthenopaios, who was one of the Seven against
Thebes. Zeus (or Cybele, or Rhea) turned Atalanta and Melanion into lions after they made love together in one of
his temples. Other accounts say that Aphrodite changed them into lions because they did not give her proper honor.
The belief at the time was that lions could not mate with their own species, only with leopards; thus Atalanta and
Hippomenes would never be able to remain with one another.

In some versions of the quest for the Golden Fleece, for instance that published by Robert Graves in 1944, Atalanta
sailed with the Argonauts as the only female among them. She jumped aboard the ship soon after the expedition set
out, invoking the protection of Artemis,whose virgin priestess she was. She was following Meleager who had put
away his young wife for Atalanta's sake. Atalanta returned his love but was prevented by an oracle from
consummating their union, being warned that losing her virginity would prove disastrous for her. In disappointment
Meleager joined the Argo,but Atalanta would not let him out of her sight. She plays a major part in various
adventures of Jason's crew, suffered injury in a battle at Colchis, and was healed by Medea.
The Bibliotheca also says she wrestled and defeated Peleus at the funeral games for Pelias. Apollonius of Rhodes, on
the other hand, claims Jason would not allow a woman on the ship because she would cause strife on the otherwise
all-male expedition (Argonautica 1.769-73).
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Cultural depictions
Handel wrote a 1736 opera about the character, Atalanta. In the 20th century, Robert Ashley also wrote an opera,
Atalanta (Acts of God), with loose allegorical connections to the myth. Other works based on the myth include a
play by Algernon Charles Swinburne, Atalanta in Calydon, written (in the style of Greek tragedy) in 1865.
A version of Atalanta appears in three episodes of the television series Hercules: the Legendary Journeys: "Ares",
"Let the Games Begin" and "If I Had a Hammer", played by Corey Everson. In this version, she is a Spartan
blacksmith, as well as a superior athlete. She has a crush on Hercules and unsuccessfully tries to seduce him many
times. An Atalanta action figure was included in the Hercules toy line.
Atalanta features prominently in the Hallmark mini-series of Jason and the Argonauts where she is played by Olga
Sosnovska. This version depicts her as being a childhood friend of Jason's and abruptly joining the voyage despite
his protests. On the Isle of Lemnos it is she who discovers Hypsipyle's plan and saves them. Later on in the story she
confesses that she loves Jason but he views her as a sister, preferring Medea. Although she is unhappy at this
rejection there are hints of a possible romance between her and a thief throughout the mini-series.

Animation
A cartoon version of the story of Atalanta's foot race[1] was included in Free to Be... You and Me, a record album and
illustrated songbook first released in November 1972, and later in 1974 as a television special. It is presented as the
story of a Princess Atalanta, whose father the King wants her to marry. The story highlights Atalanta's role as a
feminist figure, where she is a skilled athlete and gifted astronomer. She makes an agreement with her father that she
will marry only if there is a man as fast as her, confident there is no such man as fast as her. Meanwhile, a man
known only as 'Young John' is seen training, and after seeing he completed a track run before an hourglass expired
he feels confident enough to compete in the race. While she beats almost all the men in the foot race, she ties Young
John, who is then awarded her hand in marriage by the King (Contrary to the original story in which he cheated in
the race by winning a goddess' favor). Young John refuses the prize, saying he could not possibly marry the princess
unless she wished to marry him, and that he ran the race for the chance to get to know Atalanta. Atalanta agrees that
she could not possibly marry John without first going off to see the world. The two part as friends, going off to travel
the world individually. The fable ends with, "Perhaps someday they’ll be married, and perhaps they will not. In any
case, it is certain, they are both living happily ever after.”, reinforcing the feminist message of the tale.

Video games
In the Nintendo Game Boy Advance game, Golden Sun, and its sequel Golden Sun: The Lost Age, Atalanta (the
Heavenly Huntress) is a second-level Jupiter element Summon that requires the use of 2 Jupiter Djinn to summon.
She throws a volley of green arrows to all the enemies on screen.
In the 1997 Sega Saturn/Sony Playstation game Herc's Adventures, she is a playable character.
In the PC game Poseidon (an expansion pack for Zeus: Master of Olympus), the player can summon Atalanta to
fulfill quests given to the player by the Gods, namely Artemis. She will say the line "this city is as wonderful as a
golden apple" if your city is especially liked. Atalanta can also be summoned if the player's city is attacked by a
Sphinx or four Harpies.
In the videogame Rise of the Argonauts, Atalanta appears as a headstrong huntress who was orphaned at a young age
and raised by centaurs on the island of Saria. She joins the crew of the Argo and can assist the player, as Jason, with
her archery.
She appears as a minor hero in the game Age of Mythology.
Atalanta is also the name of Cassandra's armor parts in Soul Calibur IV
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Comic books
In 2000, the Belgian comic book artist and writer Crisse (Didier Chrispeels) introduced the first of a series of comic
books featuring Atalanta, who is also abandoned by her father but saved by goddesses and nurtured by a bear. She is
adopted by the hunters who killed the bear and becomes well known for her fast running. The series focuses mainly
on her adventures with the Argonauts whom she accompanies as a means of later joining the Amazons. The series
also features Jason, Hercules, and other heroes and gods and goddesses of Greek mythology, though the emphasis is
mainly on humour.[2]

Atalanta is currently one of the featured characters in the comic Hercules: the Thracian Wars from Radical comics.
In this version she is a lesbian and seeks death after being defeated by Hippomenes and the three "golden apples" in
the legendary foot race and then deflowered. She kills Hippomenes and joins up with Hercules hoping for an
honorable death to be forgiven by Artemis. Other notables include the familiar Meleager, Autolycus, and Iolcaus.
In Peter David's run on The Incredible Hulk in the 1990s, there was a character named Atalanta who was a member
of a group called The Pantheon. She and other members of this group were descendants of an immortal youth named
Agamemnon and were named after characters in Greek mythology. This Atalanta was a brash, confident
warrior-woman. Like the majority of her fellow Pantheon teammates, she had somewhat enhanced strength and
agility. Her weapon was a bow that could shoot energy projectiles. She was the unwilling object of affection to a
Troyjan (an alien race whose people have no noses) prince named Trauma.

References
[1] the cartoon on youtube (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=q-77_cVnmUQ)
[2] Atalante (http:/ / www. bedetheque. com/ serie-458-BD-Atalante. html)

External links
•• Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 3. 9. 2 for Atalanta and 1.8.3 for the Boar Hunt
• Rubens's "Atalanta and Meleager" (http:/ / www. liverpoolmuseums. org. uk/ picture-of-month/ displaypicture.

asp?venue=2& id=6) in the Lady Lever Art Gallery (http:/ / www. liverpoolmuseums. org. uk/ ladylever/ )
• http:/ / www. theoi. com/ heroines/ atalanta
• Reference to Kindled the Brand in Meleager's death (http:/ / www. maicar. com/ GML/ Atalanta. html)
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Autolycus
In Greek mythology, Autolycus (in Greek, Αὐτόλυκος, Autolykos, "The Wolf Itself") was a son of Hermes and
Chione. He was the husband of Neaera,[1] or according to Homer,[2] of Amphithea. Autolycus fathered Anticlea
(who married Laertes of Ithaca and was the mother of Odysseus) and several sons, of whom only Aesimus is named.

Life and major events
Autolycus was born the son of Hermes and Chione[3] or Philonis.[4] He had a helmet to make him invisible. However
Pausanias stated that his real father was Daedalion (Pausanias 8.4.7). Autolycus was conceived by Hermes touching
the virgin Chione's face (Ovid 11. 301).
Autolycus was husband to Mestra, daughter of Erysichthon (Ovid 8. 738), or to Neaera (Pausanias 8. 4. 3), or to
Amphithea (Homer, Odyssey, 19. 394). He became the father of Anticlea and Polymede, of whom the latter was the
mother of Jason, the famous Argonaut who led a group of men to find the coveted Golden Fleece (Apollodorus
1.9.16). A different Autolycus, the son of Deimachus, was a part of the Argonauts who went on the journey to find
the fleece.
Through Anticleia, Autolycus was also the grandfather of the famous warrior Odysseus (Homer 24.330), and he was
responsible for the naming of the child as well. This happened when the nurse of the child Eurycleia "laid the child
upon his knees and spoke, and addressed him: Autolycus, find now thyself a name to give to thy child's own child;
be sure he has long been prayed for" (Homer 19.386-403).
Autolycus obtained most of the same skills that his supposed father Hermes possesses, such as the art of theft,
trickery (Hyginus 201), and skill with the lyre and gracious song (Ovid 11. 301). It was said that he "loved to make
white of black, and black of white, from a hornless animal to a horned one, or from horned one to a hornless"
(Hyginus 201). He was given the gift that his thievery could not be caught by anyone (Hyginus 201).
He put his skills to the test when he stole the helmet of the great warrior and his grandson, Odysseus, "he had broken
into the stout-built house of Amyntor, son of Ormenus; and he gave it to Amphidamas of Cythera to take to
Scandeia, and Amphidamas gave it to Molus as a guest-gift, but he gave it to his own son Meriones to wear; and
now, being set thereon, it covered the head of Odysseus" (Homer 10.254 I). Autolycus, master of thievery, was also
well known for stealing Sisyphus' herd right from underneath him. Sisyphus, who was commonly known for being a
crafty king that killed guests, seduced his niece and stole his brothers' throne (Hyginus 50-99) and was banished to
the throes of Tartarus by the gods.
Herakles, the great Greek hero, was taught the art of wrestling by Autolycus (Apollodorus 2.4.9). However,
Autolycus was a source of some controversy in Herakles' life, because Autolycus stole some cattle from Euboea and
Eurytus, who accused Herakles of the deed and, upon his going mad about these accusations, Herakles killed them
plus another one of Autolycus' sons, Iphitus. This led to Herakles serving three years of punishment for the deed to
repent for this (Apollodorus 2.6.3).
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Cultural references
Although not as well known as many other Greek mythological figures, Autolycus has appeared in a number of
works of fiction.
• A comic thief in Shakespeare's The Winter's Tale boasts that he is named after Autolycus and, like him, is "a

snapper-up of unconsidered trifles".
• Autolycus appeared in Diana Wynne Jones' book The Game as a very mischievous brat.
• In the television series Hercules: The Legendary Journeys and Xena: Warrior Princess, Autolycus appeared as a

comical antihero, portrayed by cult actor Bruce Campbell, who has a kinder heart than he lets on. As the
self-proclaimed "King of Thieves", he was depicted as a thief of great cunning but even greater ego, which
typically resulted in him getting in over his head in one scenario after another.

• Autolycus is also the name of a fictional racehorse in the 1934 film The Clairvoyant, starring Claude Rains.
•• Autolycus is the name of Debbie Aldridge's horse in the BBC Radio 4 series 'The Archers'.
• Autolycus is the name of a midget submarine owned by the Lost Boys, the thieves of Philip Reeve's Mortal

Engines series of books.
• Autolycus is the name of a pet Jackdaw belonging to the fictional detective Albert Campion in the novels by

Margery Allingham.
• Autolycus appeared in an episode of the Canadian television series Class of the Titans, stealing Hercules's last

surviving arrow for Cronus.
• The superhero/trickster figure of Uncle Sam in Robert Coover's The Public Burning (1977, New York, Grove

Books) is described in the following terms (p. 7): "American Autolycus, they called him in the Gospels, referring
to his cunning powers of conjuration, transmutation, and magical consumption (he can play the shell game, not
with a mere pea, but with whole tin mines, forests, oil fields, mountain ranges, and just before Thanksgiving this
past year made an entire island disappear!)”.

• Autolycus the penname Aldous Huxley used when writing the 'Marginalia′ column in the Athenaeum.[5]

• In the game Age of Empires Online, an army of computer-controlled opponents, who call themselves the
Followers of Autolycus, must be defeated during several quests.
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Bellerophon

Bellerophon on Pegasus spears the Chimera, on an Attic red-figure epinetron,
425–420 BC

Bellerophon(   /bəˈlɛrəfən/; Greek:
Βελλεροφῶν) or Bellerophontes
(Βελλεροφόντης) is a hero of Greek
mythology. He was "the greatest hero and
slayer of monsters, alongside Cadmus and
Perseus, before the days of Heracles",[1]

whose greatest feat was killing the Chimera,
a monster that Homer depicted with a lion's
head, a goat's body, and a serpent's tail: "her
breath came out in terrible blasts of burning
flame."[2]

Etymology

One possible etymology that has been
suggested is: Βελλεροφόντης < βέλεμνον,
βελόνη, βέλος (projectile, dart, javelin,
needle, arrow, bullet) + -φόντης (slayer) <
φονεύω (to slay). However, Kirk says that
"Βελλεροφόντης means 'slayer of
Belleros'".[3] Belleros could have been a
Lycian, a local daimon or a Corinthian nobleman—Bellerophon's name "clearly invited all sorts of speculation".[4]

Bellerophon's myth

The Iliad vi.155–203 contains an embedded narrative told by Bellerophon's grandson Glaucus, named for his
great-grandfather, which recounts Bellerophon's myth. Bellerophon was a son of the King Glaucus ("sea-green"[5])
of Corinth and the grandson of death-cheating Sisyphus. Bellerophon's grandsons Sarpedon and the younger Glaucus

fought in the Trojan War. In the Epitome of pseudo-Apollodorus, a genealogy is given for Chrysaor ("of the golden 
sword") that would make him a double of Bellerophon; he too is called the son of Glaucus the son of Sisyphus.
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Chrysaor has no myth save that of his birth: from the severed neck of Medusa, who was with child by Poseidon, he
and Pegasus both sprang at the moment of her death. "From this moment we hear no more of Chrysaor, the rest of
the tale concerning the stallion only...[who visits the spring of Pirene] perhaps also for his brother's sake, by whom in
the end he let himself be caught, the immortal horse by his mortal brother."[6]

The eternal fires of Chimera in Lycia (modern-day
Turkey) where the Chimera myth takes place.

Bellerophon's brave journey began in the familiar way,[7] with an
exile: he had murdered either his brother, whose name is usually
given as Deliades, or killed a shadowy "enemy", a "Belleros"[8]

(though the details are never directly told), and in expiation of his
crime arrived as a suppliant to Proetus, king in Tiryns, one of the
Mycenaean strongholds of the Argolid. Proetus, by virtue of his
kingship, cleansed Bellerophon of his crime. The wife of the king,
whether named Anteia[9] or Stheneboea,[10] took a fancy to him,
but when he rejected her, she accused Bellerophon of attempting
to ravish her.[11] Proetus dared not satisfy his anger by killing a
guest, so he sent Bellerophon to King Iobates his father-in-law, in
the plain of the River Xanthus in Lycia, bearing a sealed message
in a folded tablet: "Pray remove the bearer from this world: he attempted to violate my wife, your daughter."[12]

Before opening the tablets, Iobates feasted with Bellerophon for nine days. On reading the tablet's message Iobates
too feared the wrath of the Erinyes if he murdered a guest; so he sent Bellerophon on a mission that he deemed
impossible: to kill the fire-breathing monster the Chimera, living in neighboring Caria. The Chimera was a
fire-breathing monster whose make-up comprised the body of a goat, the head of a lion and the tail being a serpent.
This monster had terrorized the nearby countryside. Iobates sent Bellerophon on the quest to fight the Solymi,
tribesmen bent on glory. Bellerophon defeated them but not easily.

He was then sent to battle the Amazons, fighting women, whom he again defeated in a tough battle most men would
have lost.

Capturing Pegasus

Veroli casket panel detail showing Bellerophon
with Pegasus, dating from 900-1000AD.

The Lycian seer Polyeidos told Bellerophon that he would have need
of Pegasus. To obtain the services of the untamed winged horse,
Polyeidos told Bellerophon to sleep in the temple of Athena. While
Bellerophon slept, he dreamed that Athena set a golden bridle beside
him, saying "Sleepest thou, prince of the house of Aiolos? Come, take
this charm for the steed and show it to the Tamer thy father as thou
makest sacrifice to him of a white bull."[13] It was there when he
awoke. Bellerophon had to approach Pegasus while it drank from a
well; Polyeidos told him which well—the never-failing Pirene on the
citadel of Corinth, the city of Bellerophon's birth. Other accounts say
that Athena brought Pegasus already tamed and bridled, or that

Poseidon the horse-tamer, secretly the father of Bellerophon, brought Pegasus, as Pausanias understood.[14]

Bellerophon mounted his steed and flew off to where the Chimera was said to dwell.
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Bellerophon riding Pegasus (1914)

The slaying of the Chimera

When he arrived in Lycia, the Chimera was truly ferocious, and he
could not harm the monster even while riding on Pegasus. He felt the
heat of the breath the Chimera expelled, and was struck with an idea.
He got a large block of lead and mounted it on his spear. Then he flew
head-on towards the Chimera, holding out the spear as far as he could.
Before he broke off his attack, he managed to lodge the block of lead
inside the Chimera's throat. The beast's fire-breath melted the lead, and
blocked its air passage.[15] The Chimera suffocated, and Bellerophon
returned victorious to King Iobates.[16] Iobates, on Bellerophon's
return, was unwilling to credit his story. A series of daunting further
quests ensued: he was sent against the warlike Solymi and then against
the Amazons who fought like men, whom Bellerophon vanquished by
dropping boulders from his winged horse; when he was sent against a
Carian pirate, Cheirmarrhus, an ambush failed, when Bellerophon
killed all sent to assassinate him; the palace guards were sent against
him, but Bellerophon called upon Poseidon, who flooded the plain of
Xanthus behind Bellerophon as he approached. In defense the palace women sent him and the flood in retreat by
rushing from the gates with their robes lifted high, offering themselves, to which the modest hero replied by
withdrawing.[17] Iobates relented, produced the letter, and allowed Bellerophon to marry his daughter Philonoe, the
younger sister of Anteia, and shared with him half his kingdom,[18] with fine vineyards and grain fields. The lady
Philonoe bore him Isander,[19] Hippolochus and Laodamia, who lay with Zeus the Counselor and bore Sarpedon but
was slain by Artemis.[20][21][22] However, as Bellerophon's fame grew, so did his hubris. Bellerophon felt that
because of his victory over the Chimera he deserved to fly to Mount Olympus, the realm of the gods. However, this
presumption angered Zeus and he sent a gad-fly to sting the horse causing Bellerophon to fall all the way back to
Earth. Pegasus completed the flight to Olympus where Zeus used him as a pack horse for his thunderbolts.[23] On the
Plain of Aleion ("Wandering"), Bellerophon (who had fallen into a thorn bush) lived out his life in misery as a
blinded crippled hermit grieving and shunning the haunts of men until he died.[24] In Tlos, near Fethiye, in modern
day Turkey, ancient Lykia, there is a tomb with a carving of a man riding a winged horse. This is claimed locally to
be the tomb of Bellerophon.

Euripides' Bellerophontes
Enough fragments of Euripides' lost tragedy Bellerophontes remain embedded as some thirty quotations in surviving
texts to give scholars a basis for assessing its theme: the tragic outcome of his attempt to storm Olympus on Pegasus.
An outspoken passage—in which Bellerophon seems to doubt the gods' existence from the contrast between the
wicked and impious, who live lives of ease with the privations suffered by the good—is apparently the basis for
Aristophanes' imputation of "atheism" to the tragic poet.[25]
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Perseus on Pegasus
The replacement of Bellerophon by the more familiar culture hero Perseus was a development of Classical times that
was standardized during the Middle Ages and has been adopted by the European poets of the Renaissance and
later.[26]

In popular culture

The British Airborne Units' coat of arms depicts
Pegasus as a winged unicorn.

A statue of Bellerophon taming Pegasus outside
Columbia Law School

• The first planet discovered orbiting a Sun-like star, 51 Pegasi b, has
been unofficially nicknamed 'Bellerophon'.[27]

• Chimera, the 1972 National Book Award-winning novel by John
Barth, includes a novella called Bellerophoniad that is a complex
postmodern retelling and examination of the myth of Bellerophon.

• In The Concept of Anxiety, Søren Kierkegaard wrote that
Bellerophon "sat calmly on his Pegasus in the service of the idea
but fell when he wanted to misuse Pegasus by riding the horse to a
rendezvous with a mortal woman."[28]

• The classical opera seria Il Bellerofonte of the Czech composer
Josef Mysliveček, premiered in Naples, 1767; its libretto by
Giuseppe Bonecchi focused on the passion of the queen Antea.

• Bellerophon is a computer program used by geneticists and
molecular biologists to detect invalid "chimera" genetic sequences.

• Bellerophon was also the name of four or more Royal Navy
warships, the first of which fought many naval battles against
Napoleon. HMS Bellerphon’s keel was laid down in 1782, she was
launched in 1792 and broken up in 1836. Napoleon surrendered and
was taken aboard the Bellerophon after his defeat at Waterloo.
Known as "Billy Ruffian" by the crew, the 74 gun warship fought at
the Battle of the Nile (1798) and Battle of Trafalgar (1805). The
second HMS Bellerophon was an early battleship, renamed Indus
III in 1904 and used for training, then sold in 1922. The third HMS
Bellerophon was the lead ship of a three-ship class, which were a
follow up to HMS Dreadnought; she fought at the Battle of Jutland.
For other ships of the same name, see HMS Bellerophon.

• The USS Bellerophon (ARL-31) was one of 41 Achelous-class landing craft repair ships built for the United
States Navy during World War II. She was the only U.S. Naval vessel to bear the name.

• A large statue of Bellerophon taming Pegasus graces the facade of the Columbia Law School in Manhattan.
• Bellerophon astride Pegasus, as the first airborne warrior, is the traditional symbol of British Airborne forces.
• 'Bellerophon' is the name of a spacecraft in each of: the 1956 movie, Forbidden Planet; the TV series Andromeda;

and the series Star Trek: Deep Space Nine. 'Bellerophon' was also the name of a character on the series Xena:
Warrior Princess and the name of a planet in the series Firefly.

• 'Bellerophon' is used as a name for a cure to the fictional virus 'Chimera' in Mission Impossible II.
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Boreads
For the genus of noctuid moths, see Zethes (moth).
For the social fraternity nicknamed "Zetes", see Zeta Psi

The Boreads rescuing Phineus from the Harpies,
column-krater by the Leningrad Painter, ca. 460 BC, Louvre

The Boreads, in Greek mythology, were Calaïs (Κάλαϊς) and
Zetes (also Zethes) (Ζήτης). They were the sons of Boreas
and Oreithyia, daughter of King Erechtheus of Athens. Due to
being sons of the north wind they were supernaturally gifted
in different ways (depending on changes in the story from
being passed down through generations and cultures) either
being as fast as the wind or able to fly, having wings either on
their feet or backs, depending on the myth.

They were Argonauts and played a particularly vital role in
the rescue of Phineus from the harpies. They succeeded in
driving the monsters away but did not kill them, at a request
from the goddess of the rainbow, Iris, who promised that
Phineas would not be bothered by the harpies again. As
thanks, Phineas told the Argonauts how to pass the
Symplegades. It is said that the Boreads were turned back by
Iris at the Strophades. The islands' name, meaning "Islands of
Turning", refers to this event.

Their death was said to be caused by Heracles on Tenos in
revenge for when they convinced the Argonauts to leave him behind as he searched for Hylas.

Other sources imply that the sons of Boreas died chasing the harpies, as it was fated that they would perish if they
failed to catch those they pursued. In some versions, the harpies drop into the sea from exhaustion, and so their
pursuers fall as well.

Sources

• Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica I, 211-223.
• Apollodorus, Bibliotheke I, ix, 21; III, xv, 2.
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Cadmus

Cadmus fighting the dragon. Painting from a krater in
the Louvre Museum.

Cadmus or Kadmos (Ancient Greek: Κάδμος), in Greek
mythology was a Phoenician prince,[1] the son of king Agenor and
queen Telephassa of Tyre and the brother of Phoenix, Cilix and
Europa. He was originally sent by his royal parents to seek out and
escort his sister Europa back to Tyre after she was abducted from
the shores of Phoenicia by Zeus.[2] Cadmus founded the Greek city
of Thebes, the acropolis of which was originally named Cadmeia
in his honor.

Cadmus was credited by the ancient Greeks (Herodotus[3] is an
example) with introducing the original Alphabet or Phoenician
alphabet -- phoinikeia grammata, "Phoenician letters" -- to the
Greeks, who adapted it to form their Greek alphabet. Herodotus
estimates that Cadmus lived sixteen hundred years before his time,
or around 2000 BC.[4] Herodotus had seen and described the
Cadmean writing in the temple of Apollo at Thebes engraved on
certain tripods. He estimated those tripods to date back to the time of Laius the great-grandson of Cadmus.[5] On one
of the tripods there was this inscription in Cadmean writing, which as he attested, resembled Ionian letters:
Ἀμφιτρύων μ᾽ ἀνέθηκ᾽ ἐνάρων ἀπὸ Τηλεβοάων ("Amphitryon dedicated me [don't forget]the spoils of [the battle
of] Teleboae.").

Though later Greeks like Herodotus dated Cadmus's role in the founding myth of Thebes to well before the Trojan
War (or, in modern terms, during the Aegean Bronze Age), this chronology conflicts with most of what is now
known or thought to be known about the origins and spread of both the Phoenician and Greek alphabets. While a
Phoenician origin for the Greek alphabet is certain, the earliest Greek inscriptions match Phoenician letter forms
from the late 9th or 8th centuries BC -- and, in any case, the Phoenician alphabet properly speaking wasn't developed
until around 1050 BC (or after the Bronze Age collapse). The Homeric picture of the Mycenaean age betrays
extremely little awareness of writing, possibly reflecting the loss during the Dark Age of the earlier Linear B script.
Indeed the only Homeric reference to writing[6] was in the phrase "γράμματα λυγρά", grámmata lygrá, literally
"uneducated", when referring to the Bellerophontic letter. (According to Walter Burkert in The Orientalizing
Revolution, literacy explodes within a few decades after 750 BC: "The earliest Greek letters recognized to date
originate in Naxos, Ischia, Athens, and Euboea, and appear around or a little before 750".[7]) Linear B tablets have
been found in abundance at Thebes, which might lead one to speculate that the legend of Cadmus as bringer of the
alphabet could reflect earlier traditions about the origins of Linear B writing in Greece (as Frederick Ahl speculated
in 1967[8]). But such a suggestion, however attractive, is by no means a certain conclusion in light of currently
available evidence. The connection between the name of Cadmus and the historical origins of either the Linear B
script or the later Phoenician alphabet, if any, remains elusive. However, in modern day Lebanon, Cadmus is still
revered and celebrated as the 'carrier of the letter' to the world.
According to Greek myth, Cadmus's descendants ruled at Thebes on and off for several generations, including the
time of the Trojan War.
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Etymology
Cadmus' name is of uncertain etymology.[9] It has been connected to Semitic qdm "the east" and Greek kekasmai
(<*kekadmai) "to shine". Robert Beekes rejects these derivations and considers it "pre-Greek".[10]

Wanderings

Samothrace

Cadmus and the dragon, black-figured amphora from Euboea, ca.  560–50
BC, Louvre (E 707).

After his sister Europa had been carried off by
Zeus from the shores of Phoenicia, Cadmus was
sent out by his father to find her, and enjoined
not to return without her. Unsuccessful in his
search - or unwilling to go against Zeus - he
came to Samothrace, the island sacred to the
"Great Gods"[11] and the Kabeiroi, whose
mysteries would be celebrated also at Thebes.
Cadmus did not journey alone to Samothrace; he
appeared with his "far-shining" mother
Telephassa[12] in the company of his brother,
who gave his name to the island of Thasos
nearby. An identically composed trio had other
names at Samothrace, according to Diodorus
Siculus:[13] Elektra and her two sons, Dardanos
and Eetion or Iasion. There was a fourth figure,
Elektra's daughter, Harmonia,[14] whom Cadmus took away as a bride, as Zeus had abducted Europa.[15] The
wedding was the first celebrated on Earth to which the gods brought gifts, according to Diodorus[16] and dined with
Cadmus and his bride.[17]

Founder of Thebes

Cadmus came in the course of his wanderings to Delphi, where he consulted the oracle. He was ordered to give up
his quest and follow a special cow, with a half moon on her flank, which would meet him, and to build a town on the
spot where she should lie down exhausted.

The cow was given to Cadmus by Pelagon, King of Phocis, and it guided him to Boeotia, where he founded the city
of Thebes. Robert Graves (The Greek Myths) suggested that the cow was actually turned loose within a moderately
confined space, and that where she lay down, a
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Lee Lawrie, Cadmus (1939). Library
of Congress John Adams Building,

Washington, D.C.

temple to the moon-goddess (Selene) was erected: "A cow's strategic and
commercial sensibilities are not well developed," Graves remarked.

Intending to sacrifice the cow to Athena, Cadmus sent some of his companions to
the nearby Castalian Spring, for water. They were slain by the spring's guardian
water-dragon (compare the Lernaean Hydra), which was in turn destroyed by
Cadmus, the duty of a culture hero of the new order.

Cadmus Sowing the Dragon's teeth, by Maxfield
Parrish, 1908.

By the instructions of Athena, he sowed the dragon's teeth in the
ground, from which there sprang a race of fierce armed men,
called the Spartoí ("sown"). By throwing a stone among them,
Cadmus caused them to fall upon one another until only five
survived, who assisted him to build the Cadmeia or citadel of
Thebes, and became the founders of the noblest families of that
city.

The dragon had been sacred to Ares, so the god made Cadmus do
penance for eight years by serving him. According to Theban
tellings, it was at the expiration of this period that the gods gave
him Harmonia ("harmony", literally "well put together", or "well
assembled") as wife. At Thebes, Cadmus and Harmonia began a
dynasty with a son Polydorus, and four daughters, Agave,
Autonoë, Ino and Semele.

At the wedding, whether celebrated at Samothrace or at Thebes,
all the gods were present; Harmonia received as bridal gifts a
peplos worked by Athena and a necklace made by Hephaestus.
This necklace, commonly referred to as the Necklace of Harmonia,
brought misfortune to all who possessed it. Notwithstanding the
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divinely ordained nature of his marriage and his kingdom, Cadmus lived to regret both: his family was overtaken by
grievous misfortunes, and his city by civil unrest. Cadmus finally abdicated in favor of his grandson Pentheus, and
went with Harmonia to Illyria, to fight on the side[18] of the Encheleans[19] Later, as king, he founded the city of
Lychnidos and Bouthoe.[20]

Nevertheless, Cadmus was deeply troubled by the ill-fortune which clung to him as a result of his having killed the
sacred dragon, and one day he remarked that if the gods were so enamoured of the life of a serpent, he might as well
wish that life for himself. Immediately he began to grow scales and change in form. Harmonia, seeing the
transformation, thereupon begged the gods to share her husband's fate, which they granted (Hyginus).
In another telling of the story, the bodies of Cadmus and his wife were changed after their deaths; the serpents
watched their tomb while their souls were translated to the fields. In Euripides' The Bacchae, Cadmus is given a
prophecy by Dionysus whereby both he and his wife will be turned into snakes for a period before eventually being
brought to live among the blest.

Native Boeotian hero
In Phoenician, as well as Hebrew, the Semitic root qdm signifies "the east", the Levantine origin of "Kdm" himself,
according to the Greek mythographers; the equation of Kadmos with the Semitic qdm was traced to a publication of
1646 by R. B. Edwards.[21] The name Kadmos has been thoroughly Hellenised. The fact that Hermes was
worshipped in Samothrace under the name of Cadmus or Cadmilus seems to show that the Theban Cadmus was
interpreted as an ancestral Theban hero corresponding to the Samothracian. Another Samothracian connection for
Cadmus is offered via his wife Harmonia, who is said by Diodorus Siculus to be daughter of Zeus and Electra and of
Samothracian birth.[22]

Some modern scholars argue that Cadmus was originally an autochthonous Boeotian hero and that only in later
times, did the story of a Phoenician adventurer of that name become current, to whom was ascribed the introduction
of the alphabet, the invention of agriculture and working in bronze and of civilization generally.[23][24] The
"Wedding of Cadmus and Harmonia" is considered as a conceptual symbolic coupling of Eastern (Phoenician)
learning with Western (Greek) love of beauty.

Genealogy
Cadmus was of ultimately divine ancestry, the grandson of the sea god Poseidon and Libya on his father's side, and
of Nilus (the River Nile) on his mother's side; overall he was considered a member of the fifth generation of beings
following the (mythological) creation of the world:
Argive genealogy in Greek mythology

Inachus Melia

Zeus Io Phoroneus

Epaphus Memphis

Libya Poseidon

Belus Achiroe Agenor Telephassa

Danaus Pieria Aegyptus Cadmus Cilix Europa Phoenix
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Hypermnestra Lynceus Harmonia Zeus

Polydorus Sarpedon

Abas Agave Rhadamanthus

Autonoë

Acrisius Ino Minos

Zeus Danaë Semele Zeus

Perseus Dionysus

Offspring
With Harmonia, he was the father of Ino, Polydorus, Autonoe, Agave and Semele. Their youngest son was
Illyrius.[25]

Citations
[1] Alden, John B. (1883) The Greek Anthology, pp. 160-162.
[2] A modern application of genealogy would make him the paternal grandfather of Dionysus, through his daughter by Harmonia, Semele.

Plutarch once admitted that he would rather be assisted by Lamprias, his own grandfather, than by Dionysus' grandfather, i.e. Cadmus.
(Symposiacs, Book IX, question II (http:/ / etext. library. adelaide. edu. au/ p/ plutarch/ symposiacs/ chapter9. html#section91))

[3] Herodotus, Histories, Book V, 58 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Hdt. + 5. 58& fromdoc=Perseus:text:1999. 01. 0126).
[4] Herodotus. Histories, Book II, 2.145.4 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 01.

0126:book=2:chapter=145:section=4).
[5] Herodotus. Histories, Book V.59.1 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Hdt. + 5. 59. 1& fromdoc=Perseus:text:1999. 01.

0126)
[6] There are several examples of written letters, such as in Nestor's narrative concerning Bellerophon and the "Bellerophontic letter", another

description of a letter presumably sent to Palamedes from Priam but in fact written by Odysseus (Hyginus. Fabulae, 105 (http:/ / www. theoi.
com/ Text/ HyginusFabulae3. html#105)), as well as the letters described by Plutarch in Parallel Lives, Theseus, which were presented to
Ariadne presumably sent from Theseus. Plutarch goes on to describe how Theseus erected a pillar on the Isthmus of Corinth, which bears an
inscription of two lines.

[7] Burkert, The Orientalizing Revolution 1993:26, noting the inscribed Dipylon jug at Athens, the Ischia inscription on the "cup of Nestor", a
geometric period shard from Naxos and some Euboean material.

[8] F.M. Ahl. "Cadmus and the Palm-Leaf Tablets." American Journal of Philology 88.2, Apr. 1967, pp. 188-94.
[9] LSJ entry Κάδμος (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 04. 0057:entry=*ka/ dmos)
[10] Robert Beekes - Greek Etymological Dictionary (http:/ / www. ieed. nl/ cgi-bin/ response. cgi?root=leiden& morpho=0&

basename=\data\ie\greek& first=6611)
[11] The Megaloi theoi of the Mysteries of Samothrace.
[12][12] Or known by another lunar name, Argiope, "she of the white face" (Kerenyi 1959:27).
[13] Diodorus Siculus, 5.48; Clement of Alexandria, to wit Proreptikos 2.13.3.
[14] Harmonia at Thebes was accounted the daughter of Ares and Aphrodite; all these figures appeared in sculptures on the pediment of the

Hellenistic main temple in the Sanctuary of the Great Gods at Samothrace, the Hieron; the ancient sources on this family grouping were
assembled by N. Lewis, Samothrace. I: The Ancient Literary Sources (New York) 1958:24-36.

[15] Kerenyi (1959) notes that Cadmus in some sense found another Europa at Samothrace, according to an obscure scholium on Euripides'
Rhesus 29.

[16] Diodorus, 5.49.1; when the gods attended the later wedding of Peleus and Thetis, the harmony was shattered by the Apple of Discord.
[17] The full range of references in Antiquity to this wedding is presented by Matia Rocchi, Kadmos e Harmonia: un matrimonio problemmatico

(Rome: Bretschneider) 1989.
[18] Apollodorus. Library and Epitome, 3.5.4.
[19] Pierre Grimal, Pierre, Maxwell-Hyslop, A. R. The Dictionary of Classical Mythology. Blackwell, 1996, ISBN 0-631-20102-5, p. 83.
[20] Wilkes, J. J. The Illyrians. Blackwell Publishing, 1992, ISBN 0-631-19807-5, p. 99.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hypermnestra
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harmonia_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Polydorus_%28son_of_Cadmus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sarpedon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Abas_%28son_of_Lynceus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Agave_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rhadamanthus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Autono%C3%AB
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Acrisius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ino_%28Greek_mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Minos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dana%C3%AB
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Semele
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dionysus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harmonia_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ino_%28Greek_mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Polydorus_%28son_of_Cadmus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Autonoe
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Agave_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Semele
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Illyrius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_Anthology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dionysus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harmonia_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Semele
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plutarch
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lamprias
http://etext.library.adelaide.edu.au/p/plutarch/symposiacs/chapter9.html#section91
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+5.58&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126%3Abook%3D2%3Achapter%3D145%3Asection%3D4
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126%3Abook%3D2%3Achapter%3D145%3Asection%3D4
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+5.59.1&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+5.59.1&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bellerophon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bellerophontic_letter
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palamedes_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Priam
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odysseus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyginus
http://www.theoi.com/Text/HyginusFabulae3.html#105
http://www.theoi.com/Text/HyginusFabulae3.html#105
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plutarch
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Parallel_Lives
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ariadne
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theseus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Isthmus_of_Corinth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Inscription
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=LSJ
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0057%3Aentry%3D*ka%2Fdmos
http://www.ieed.nl/cgi-bin/response.cgi?root=leiden&morpho=0&basename=\data\ie\greek&first=6611
http://www.ieed.nl/cgi-bin/response.cgi?root=leiden&morpho=0&basename=\data\ie\greek&first=6611
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Samothrace_temple_complex
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clement_of_Alexandria
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ares
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aphrodite
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hellenistic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scholium
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Peleus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thetis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apple_of_Discord


Cadmus 196
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Castor and Pollux

Pair of Roman statuettes (3rd century AD) depicting the Dioscuri as horsemen,
with their characteristic skullcaps (Metropolitan Museum of Art)

In Greek and Roman mythology, Castor[1]

and Pollux[2] or Polydeuces[3] were twin
brothers, together known as the Dioscuri.[4]

Their mother was Leda, but Castor was the
mortal son of Tyndareus, king of Sparta, and
Pollux the divine son of Zeus, who visited
Leda in the guise of a swan. Though
accounts of their birth are varied, they are
sometimes said to have been born from an
egg, along with their twin sisters Helen of
Troy and Clytemnestra.

In Latin the twins are also known as the
Gemini[5] or Castores.[6] When Castor was
killed, Pollux asked Zeus to let him share
his own immortality with his twin to keep
them together, and they were transformed
into the constellation Gemini. The pair was regarded as the patrons of sailors, to whom they appeared as St. Elmo's
fire, and were also associated with horsemanship.

They are sometimes called the Tyndaridae or Tyndarids,[7] later seen as a reference to their father and stepfather
Tyndareus.

Birth and functions

Castor depicted on a calyx krater of ca. 460–450
BC, holding a horse's reins and spears and

wearing a pilos-style helmet

The best-known story of the twins' birth is that Zeus disguised himself
as a swan and raped Leda. Thus Leda's children are frequently said to
have hatched from two eggs that she then produced. The Dioscuri can
be recognized in vase-paintings by the skull-cap they wear, the pilos,
which was explained in antiquity as the remnants of the egg from
which they hatched.[8] Tyndareus, Leda's mortal husband, is then father
or foster-father to the children.[9] Whether the children are thus mortal
and which half-immortal is not consistent among accounts, nor is
whether the twins hatched together from one egg. In some accounts,
only Polydeuces was fathered by Zeus, while Leda and her husband
Tyndareus conceived Castor. This explains why they were granted an
alternate immortality. It is a common belief that one would live among
the gods, while the other was among the dead. The figure of Tyndareus
may have entered their tradition to explain their archaic name
Tindaridai in Spartan inscriptions or in literature Tyndaridai,[10] in turn
occasioning incompatible accounts of their parentage.

Castor and Polydeuces are sometimes both mortal, sometimes both
divine. One consistent point is that if only one of them is immortal, it is

Polydeuces. In Homer's Iliad, Helen looks down from the walls of Troy and wonders why she does not see her 
brothers among the Achaeans. The narrator remarks that they are both already dead and buried back in their
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homeland of Lacedaemon, thus suggesting that at least in some early traditions, both were mortal. Their death and
shared immortality offered by Zeus was material of the lost Cypria in the Epic cycle.
The Dioscuri were regarded as helpers of mankind and held to be patrons of travellers and of sailors in particular,
who invoked them to seek favourable winds.[11] Their role as horsemen and boxers also led to them being regarded
as the patrons of athletes and athletic contests.[12] They characteristically intervened at the moment of crisis, aiding
those who honoured or trusted them.[13]

Classical sources
Ancient Greek authors tell a number of versions of the story of Castor and Pollux. Homer portrays them initially as
ordinary mortals, treating them as dead in the Iliad, but in the Odyssey they are treated as alive even though "the
corn-bearing earth holds them." The author describes them as "having honour equal to gods," living on alternate days
due to the intervention of Zeus. In both the Odyssey and in Hesiod, they are described as the sons of Tyndareus and
Leda. In Pindar, Pollux is the son of Zeus while Castor is the son of the mortal Tyndareus. The theme of ambiguous
parentage is not unique to Castor and Pollux; similar characterisations appear in the stories of Hercules and
Theseus.[14] The Dioscuri are also invoked in Alcaeus' Fragment 34a[15], though whether this poem antedates the
Homeric Hymn to the twins[16] is unknown.[17] They appear together in two plays by Euripides, Helen and Elektra.
Cicero tells the story of how Simonides of Ceos was rebuked by Scopas, his patron, for devoting too much space to
praising Castor and Pollux in an ode celebrating Scopas' victory in a chariot race. Shortly afterwards, Simonides was
told that two young men wished to speak to him; after he had left the banqueting room, the roof fell in and crushed
Scopas and his guests.[13]

Adventures
Both Dioscuri were excellent horsemen and hunters who participated in the hunting of the Calydonian Boar and later
joined the crew of Jason's ship, the Argo.

As Argonauts
During the expedition of the Argonauts, Pollux took part in a boxing contest and defeated King Amycus of the
Bebryces, a savage mythical people in Bithynia. After returning from the voyage, the Dioskouroi helped Jason and
Peleus to destroy the city of Iolcus in revenge for the treachery of its king Pelias.

Rescuing Helen
When their sister Helen was abducted by the legendary Greek king Theseus, they invaded his kingdom of Attica to
rescue her, abducting Theseus' mother Aethra in revenge and carrying her off to Sparta while setting a rival,
Menestheus, on the throne of Athens. Aethra was forced to become Helen's slave but was eventually returned to her
home by her grandsons Demophon and Acamas following the fall of Troy.

The Leucippides, Lynceus and death
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Roman sarcophagus (160 AD) depicting the rape of the Leucippides, Phoebe and Hilaeira (Vatican Museum)

Castor and Pollux aspired to marry the Leucippides ("daughters of the white horse"), Phoebe and Hilaeira, whose
father was a brother of Leucippus ("white horse").[18] Although both women were already betrothed to cousins of the
Dioscuri, the twin brothers Lynceus and Idas of Thebes, sons of Tyndareus's brother Aphareus. Castor and Pollux
carried the women off to Sparta, where Phoebe bore Mnesileos to Pollux and Hilaeira bore Anogon to Castor. This
began a feud among the four cousins.

Rape of the Daughters of Leucippus by Rubens,
ca. 1618

The cousins carried out a cattle-raid in Arcadia together but fell out
over the division of the meat. After stealing the herd, but before
dividing it, the cousins butchered, quartered, and roasted a calf.[19] As
they prepared to eat, the gigantic Idas suggested that the herd be
divided into two parts instead of four, based on which pair of cousins
finished their meal first.[19] Castor and Pollux agreed.[19] Idas quickly
ate both his portion and Lynceus' portion.[19] Castor and Pollux had
been duped. They allowed their cousins to take the entire herd, but
vowed to someday take revenge.[19]

Some time later, Idas and Lynceus visited their uncle's home in
Sparta.[19] The uncle was on his way to Crete, so he left Helen in
charge of entertaining the guests, which included both sets of cousins,
as well as Paris, prince of Troy.[19] Castor and Pollux recognized the
opportunity to exact revenge, made an excuse that justified leaving the
feast, and set out to steal their cousins' herd.[19] Idas and Lynceus

eventually set out for home, leaving Helen alone with Paris, who then kidnapped Helen.[19] Thus, the four cousins
helped set into motion the events that gave rise to the Trojan War.

Meanwhile, Castor and Pollux had reached their destination. Castor climbed a tree to keep a watch as Pollux began
to free the cattle. Far away, Idas and Lynceus approached. Lynceus, named for the lynx because he could see in the
dark, spied Castor hiding in the tree.[19] Idas and Lynceus immediately understood what was happening. Idas,
furious, ambushed Castor, fatally wounding him with a blow from his spear—but not before Castor called out to
warn Pollux.[19] In the ensuing brawl, Pollux killed Lynceus. As Idas was about to kill Pollux, Zeus, who had been
watching from Mt. Olympus, hurled a thunderbolt, killing Idas and saving his son.[19]

Returning to the dying Castor, Pollux was given the choice by Zeus of spending all his time on Mount Olympus or
giving half his immortality to his mortal brother. He opted for the latter (so giving half his immortality to Castor),
enabling the twins to alternate between Olympus and Hades.[20][21] The brothers became the two brightest stars in
the constellation Gemini ("the twins"): Castor (Alpha Geminorum) and Pollux (Beta Geminorum). As emblems of
immortality and death, the Dioscuri, like Heracles, were said to have been initiated into the Eleusinian mysteries.[22]
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Iconography

Coin of Antiochus VII with Dioscuri

Castor and Pollux are consistently associated with horses in art and
literature. They are widely depicted as helmeted horsemen carrying
spears.[20] The Pseudo-Oppian manuscript depicts the brothers hunting,
both on horseback and on foot.[23]

On votive reliefs they are depicted with a variety of symbols
representing the concept of twinhood, such as the dokana (δόκανα –
two upright piece of wood connected by two cross-beams), a pair of
amphorae, a pair of shields, or a pair of snakes. They are also often
shown wearing felt caps, above which stars may be depicted. They are
depicted on metopes from Delphi showing them on the voyage of the
Argo (Ἀργώ) and rustling cattle with Idas. Greek vases regularly show
them in the rape of the Leucippides, as Argonauts, in religious
ceremonies and at the delivery to Leda of the egg containing Helen.[14]

They can be recognized in some vase-paintings by the skull-cap they wear, the pilos (πῖλος), which was already
explained in antiquity as the remnants of the egg from which they hatched.[24]

Shrines and rites

Fragmentary remains of the Temple of Castor and
Pollux in Rome.

The Dioskouroi were worshipped by the Greeks and Romans alike;
there were temples to the twins in Athens and Rome as well as shrines
in many other locations in the ancient world.[25]

The Dioscuri and their sisters having grown up in Sparta, in the royal
household of Tyndareus, they were particularly important to the
Spartans, who associated them with the Spartan tradition of dual
kingship and appreciated that two princes of their ruling house were
elevated to immortality. Their connection there was very ancient: a
uniquely Spartan aniconic representation of the Tyndaridai was as two
upright posts joined by a cross-bar;[26][27] as the protectors of the
Spartan army the "beam figure" or dókana was carried in front of the
army on campaign.[28] Sparta's unique dual kingship reflects the divine
influence of the Dioscuri. When the Spartan army marched to war, one
king remained behind at home, accompanied by one of the Twins. "In
this way the real political order is secured in the realm of the Gods"[29].

Their herōon or grave-shrine was on a mountain top at Therapne across
the Eurotas from Sparta, at a shrine known as the Meneláeion where
Helen, Melelaus, Castor and Pollux were all said to be buried. Castor
himself was also venerated in the region of Kastoria in northern
Greece.
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Relief (2nd century BC) depicting the Dioscuri
galloping above a winged Victory, with a banquet

(theoxenia) laid out for them below

They were commemorated both as gods on Olympus worthy of
holocaust, and as deceased mortals in Hades, whose spirits had to be
propitiated by libations. Lesser shrines to Castor, Pollux and Helen
were also established at a number of other locations around Sparta.[30]

The pear tree was regarded by the Spartans as sacred to Castor and
Pollux, and images of the twins were hung in its branches.[31] The
standard Spartan oath was to swear "by the two gods" (in Doric Greek:
νά τώ θεὼ, ná tō theō, in the Dual number).

The rite of theoxenia (θεοξενία), "god-entertaining", was particularly
associated with Castor and Pollux. The two deities were summoned to
a table laid with food, whether at individuals' own homes or in the
public hearths or equivalent places controlled by states. They are
sometimes shown arriving at a gallop over a food-laden table.
Although such "table offerings" were a fairly common feature of Greek
cult rituals, they were normally made in the shrines of the gods or
heroes concerned. The domestic setting of the theoxenia was a
characteristic distinction accorded to the Dioskouroi.[14]

The image of the twins attending a goddess are widespread[32] and link
the Dioscuri with the male societies of initiates under the aegis of the
Anatolian Great Goddess[33] and the great gods of Samothrace. The
Dioscuri are the inventors of war dances, which characterize the Kuretes.

Indo-European analogues
The heavenly twins appear also in the Indo-European tradition as the effulgent Vedic brother-horsemen the
Ashvins,[10][13] the Lithuanian Ašvieniai, and the Germanic Alcis.[34][35]

Italy and the Roman Empire
From the fifth century BC onwards, the brothers were revered by the Romans, probably as the result of cultural
transmission via the Greek colonies of Magna Graecia in southern Italy. An archaic Latin inscription of the sixth or
fifth century BC found at Lavinium, which reads Castorei Podlouqueique qurois ("To Castor and Pollux, the
Dioskouroi"), suggests a direct transmission from the Greeks; the word "qurois" is virtually a transliteration of the
Greek word κούροις, while "Podlouquei" is effectively a transliteration of the Greek Πολυδεύκης.[36] The
construction of the Temple of Castor and Pollux, located in the Roman Forum at the heart of their city, was
undertaken to fulfil a vow (votum) made by Aulus Postumius Albus Regillensis in gratitude at the Roman victory in
the Battle of Lake Regillus in 495 BC. The establishing of the temple may also be a form of evocatio, the transferral
of a tutelary deity from a defeated town to Rome, where cult would be offered in exchange for favor.[37] According
to legend, the twins fought at the head of the Roman army and subsequently brought news of the victory back to
Rome.[20] The Locrians of Magna Graecia had attributed their success at a legendary battle on the banks of the
Sagras to the intervention of the Twins. The Roman legend may in fact have had its origins in the Locrian account
and possibly supplies further evidence of cultural transmission between Rome and Magna Graecia.[38]

The Romans believed that the twins aided them on the battlefield.[11] Their role as horsemen made them particularly
attractive to the Roman equites and cavalry. Each year on July 15, the feast day of the Dioskouroi, the 1,800
equestrians would parade through the streets of Rome in an elaborate spectacle in which each rider wore full military
attire and whatever decorations he had earned.[39]

In the comedies of Plautus, women swear by Castor, and men by Pollux.
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Etruscan Kastur and Pultuce

Etruscan inscription to the Dioscuri as "sons of
Zeus" on the bottom of an Attic red-figure kylix

(ca. 515–510 BC)

The Etruscans venerated the twins as Kastur and Pultuce, collectively
the tinas cliniiaras, "sons of Tinia," the Etruscan counterpart of Zeus.
They were often portrayed on Etruscan mirrors.[40] As was the fashion
in Greece, they could also be portrayed symbolically; one example can
be seen in the Tomba del Letto Funebre at Tarquinia where a
lectisternium for them is painted. They are symbolised in the painting
by the presence of two pointed caps crowned with laurel, referring to
the Phrygian caps which they were often depicted as wearing.[41]

Celtic Dioscuri

The 1st-century BC historian Diodorus Siculus records counterparts of
the Dioscuri among the Atlantic Celts:

The Celts who dwell along the ocean venerate gods who
resemble our Dioscuri above any of the gods, since they have a

tradition handed down from ancient times that these gods came among them from the ocean. Moreover, there
are on the ocean shore, they say, many names which are derived from the Argonauts and the Dioscuri.[42]

Diodorus cites Timaeus (3rd century BC) as his source, so the passage is usually regarded as a description of an
authentic Celtic tradition rather than an adoption from the Romans as a result of the conquest.[43][44] The divine
twins among the Celts would be analogous in the Indo-European tradition to the Vedic Aśvins, or to the Germanic
twins[45] mentioned by Tacitus.[35] Their Celtic names are unknown; the conjecture Divanno and Dinomogetimarus,
based on an inscription from Hérault naming a pair of young warrior gods (Martes),[46][43] has not found wide
support.[35] The 19th-century Celticist Marie Henri d'Arbois de Jubainville equated Cernunnos with Castor and
Smertullos with Pollux, and conjectured that Cúchulainn and Conall Cernach were later equivalents: "on the whole,
the theory is more ingenious than convincing."[47][48] The Pillar of the Boatmen depicts the twins among Celtic
figures such as Cernunnos and Esus, as well as Roman deities such as Jupiter and Vulcan.[49] The Dioscuri are
widely portrayed in Gallo-Roman art, and references to them are more numerous in Gaul than in any other part of the
Roman Empire.[43]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Red-figure_pottery
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kylix_%28drinking_cup%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ADedication_Dioskouroi_Met_L.2008.1.1.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Etruscans
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tinia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tarquinia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lectisternium
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phrygian_cap
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Diodorus_Siculus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Celts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Timaeus_%28historian%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gallic_Wars
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tacitus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=H%C3%A9rault
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mars_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Marie_Henri_d%27Arbois_de_Jubainville
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cernunnos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Smertrios
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=C%C3%BAchulainn
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Conall_Cernach
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pillar_of_the_Boatmen
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Esus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gallo-Roman_art


Castor and Pollux 203

Christianization

Zeus, Hera, and Amor observe the birth of Helen and the Dioscuri (Dutch
majolica, 1550)

Even after the rise of Christianity, the Dioskouroi
continued to be venerated. The fifth-century pope
Gelasius I attested to the presence of a "cult of
Castores" that the people did not want to abandon.
In some instances, the twins appear to have simply
been absorbed into a Christian framework; thus
fourth-century AD pottery and carvings from
North Africa depict the Dioskouroi alongside the
Twelve Apostles, the Raising of Lazarus or with
Saint Peter. The church took an ambivalent
attitude, rejecting the immortality of the
Dioskouroi but seeking to replace them with
equivalent Christian pairs. Saints Peter and Paul
were thus adopted in place of the Dioskouroi as
patrons of travelers, and Saints Cosmas and
Damian took over their function as healers. Some
have also associated Saints Speusippus,
Eleusippus, and Melapsippus with the
Dioskouroi.[23]

In culture

The twins are mentioned in the Holy Bible as being the logo for a shipping company that carried Paul to Rome: Acts
28:11 (KJV)—"And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose
sign was Castor and Pollux."

Castor et Pollux was the title of a 1737 opera by Jean-Philippe Rameau (libretto by Bernard), modified in 1754. The
latter version became quite popular. The Italian composer Francesco Bianchi wrote another version called Castore e
Polluce, first performed in 1779, and there was yet another opera by the same title by Georg Joseph Vogler in 1787.
In 1842 Lord Macaulay wrote a series of poems about Ancient Rome (the Lays of Ancient Rome). The second poem
is about the Battle of Lake Regillus and describes the intervention of Castor and Pollux. They are referred to as the
"Great Twin Brethren" in the poem.[50]

Castor and Pollux (elephants) were killed and eaten during the 1870 Prussian siege of Paris.
There are at least four sets of twin summits named after Castor and Pollux. In Yellowstone National Park in
Wyoming, USA, the peaks are found close to the headwaters of the Lamar River in the Absaroka Range. Another
pair is located in the Pennine Alps at the Swiss-Italian border. A third is in Glacier National Park of western Canada,
within the Selkirk mountains. The fourth is in Mount Aspiring National Park of New Zealand, named by the explorer
Charlie Douglas.
Castor and Pollux are characters that appear in a few of Robert A. Heinlein's books.
Castor Troy and Pollux Troy are villains (brothers) that appear in the 1997 film Face/Off.
Castor and Pollux are twin cameramen in the final book of Suzanne Collins' The Hunger Games trilogy. Like in the
myth, Castor was killed and Pollux survived.
Also, in the Percy Jackson & the Olympians fantasy series of novels series, Dionysus' twin sons are named Castor
and Pollux. In the fourth book of the series Castor is killed in the battle, thus following the story of one passing and
the other living.
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The character Sollux Captor's name of Andrew Hussie's Homestuck was based on Castor and Pollux, mostly due to
the fact that the two stars with the same name are in the constellation Gemini.
The band Cursive released an rock-opera album called "I Am Gemini" in 2012 about a set of twins called Cassius
and Pollock.
In Persona 3 Pollux (Polydeuces) and Castor appear as the Personae of Akihiko Sanada and Shinjiro Aragaki
respectively, who are good friends. Shinjiro is killed, following the myth.
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Erginus
In Greek mythology, Erginus (Ἐργῖνος) was king of Minyan Orchomenus in Boeotia. He was the son of Clymenus,
his predecessor, and Buzyge (or Budeia);[1][2] his brothers were Arrhon, Azeus, Pyleus, and Stratius.[3] Erginus
avenged his father's death at the hands of the Thebans; he made war against Thebes, inflicting a heavy defeat. The
Thebans were compelled to pay King Erginus a tribute of 100 oxen per year for twenty years. However, the tribute
ended earlier than Erginus expected, when Heracles attacked the Minyan emissaries sent to exact the tribute. This
prompted a second war between Orchomenus and Thebes, only this time Thebes (under the leadership of Heracles)
was victorious, and a double tribute was imposed on the Orchomenians.[4][5][6] Erginus was slain in battle according
to the version of the story given by most ancient writers (e.g., the Bibliotheca, Strabo,[7] Eustathius). But according
to Pausanias, Erginus was spared by Heracles and lived to a ripe old age, and even fathered two sons (Trophonius
and Agamedes) on a younger woman.[8]

Some authors[9] identify him with Erginus, an Argonaut who piloted the Argo after Tiphys's death.[10] Elsewhere,
however, the Argonaut Erginus is said to be the son of Poseidon, and to have resided in the Carian city of
Miletus,[11][12][13][14] thus a distinct figure. Yet others suggested he was a son of Periclymenus.[15]

Erginus was also the name of:
• A defender of Thebes against the Seven, killed by Hippomedon.[16]

• A descendant of Diomedes, who was instructed by Temenus to steal the Palladium from Argos and did so
together with Leager, a friend of Temenus'.[17]
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Euphemus
Euphemus (Ancient Greek: Εὔφημος, pronounced: [eʊ̯́pʰɛːmos] "reputable") in Greek mythology was the name of
several distinct characters.

The Argonaut
Euphemus was a son of Poseidon, granted by his father the power to walk on water.[1][2] He was counted among the
Calydonian hunters[3] and the Argonauts, and was connected with the legend of the foundation of Cyrene.[4][5]

Euphemus's mother is variously named: Europe, daughter of the giant Tityos;[6][2] Doris or Mecionice, daughter of
either Eurotas or Orion.[7][8][9] In some accounts he is said to have been married to Laonome, sister of
Heracles.[10][8] His birthplace is given as "the banks of the Cephissus" by Pindar[11] or Hyria in Boeotia by the
Megalai Ehoiai,[7] but his later residence was Taenarum in Laconia.[2][12][13][14] Euphemus joined the voyage of the
Argonauts, and served the crew as helmsman.[15][8] He let a dove fly between the Symplegades to see if the ship
would be able to pass as well.[16] By a Lemnian woman (Malicha, Malache, or Lamache) he became the father of
Leucophanes.[17][8]

Euphemus was mythologically linked to the Greek colonization of Libya and foundation of Cyrene. In Pindar's
Pythian Ode 4, the myth of him as the ancestor of the colonizers is recounted in the form of a prophecy by Medea,
and runs as follows. When the Argonauts stop by the lake Tritonis in Libya, they encounter Eurypylus, a son of
Poseidon, who offers them a clod of earth as a sign of hospitality. Euphemus takes the clod with instructions to
throw it on the ground beside the entrance to the Underworld at Taenarum by which his descendants in the fourth
generation would then rule over Libya. The clod is accidentally washed overboard and carried to the island Thera,
and Libya is colonized from that island by Battus of Thera, an alleged distant descendant of Euphemus (by 17
generations), who founds Cyrene.[18][19][4][5] The Argonautica by Apollonius Rhodius appears to follow a different
version of the same myth: in the poem, when the Argonauts arrive near Lake Tritonis, Euphemus accepts the clod of
earth from Triton who first introduces himself as Eurypylus but later reveals his true divine identity.[20] Later,
Euphemus has a dream of the clod producing drops of milk and then changing into a woman; in his dream, he has
sex with the woman, and at the same time cries over her as if she were nursed by him; she then tells him that she is a
daughter of Triton and Libya and the nurse of future children of Euphemus, and instructs him to entrust her to the
care of the Nereids, promising that she would return in the future to provide a home for Euphemus' children.
Euphemus consults Jason about this dream and, following his advice, throws the clod in the sea, whereupon it
transforms into the island Calliste (Thera). The island is later colonized by the descendants of Euphemus who had
previously been expelled from Lemnos and failed to find refuge in Sparta.[21]

Euphemus was portrayed on the chest of Cypselus as the winner of the chariot race at the funeral games of Pelias.[22]

The Iliad
In the Iliad, Euphemus, son of Troezenus, was a leader of the Thracian Cicones, and an ally of the Trojans.[23][24]

According to late writers, he was killed either by Achilles[25] or by one of the following four: Diomedes, Idomeneus
and the two Ajaxes who at one point united to attack the opponents.[26]

Other mythical figures
• Euphemus was a descendant of the river god Axius and the father of the hero Eurybarus who defeated the female

monster Sybaris.[27]

• Euphemus was a surname of Zeus on Lesbos.[28]

• Euphemus is given as the father of Daedalus by Hyginus,[29] possibly by mistake instead of Eupalamus.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:IPA_for_French
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Poseidon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Calydonian_hunt
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cyrene
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tityos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eurotas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orion_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Laonome
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cephissus_%28Boeotia%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pindar
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyria_%28Boeotia%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boeotia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Megalai_Ehoiai
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Taenarum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Laconia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Symplegades
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lemnos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Libya
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Libya
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Taenarum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thera
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Battus_I_of_Cyrene
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Santorini
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cyrene_%28city%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Triton_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nereids
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sparta
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cypselus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pelias
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iliad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thracians
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cicones
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trojans
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Idomeneus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Axius_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sybaris_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lesbos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Daedalus


Euphemus 208

Notes and references
[1] Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 1. 182
[2] Hyginus, Fabulae, 14
[3] Hyginus, Fabulae, 173
[4] Emily Kearns, "Euphemus", in Simon Hornblower and Anthony Spawforth (editors), The Oxford Classical Dictionary, Oxford University

Press 2009.
[5] Judith Maitland, "Poseidon, Walls, and Narrative Complexity in the Homeric Iliad", The Classical Quarterly, New Series, Vol 49, No 1

(1999), pp 1–13 at p 13, JSTOR 639485 accessed 23 November 2011.
[6][6] Pindar, Pythian ode 4. 45
[7] Hesiod, Megalai Ehoiai fr. 253 Merkelbach & West (1967) in scholia on Pindar, Pythian Ode 4. 35
[8] Tzetzes on Lycophron, 886
[9] Tzetzes, Chiliades 2. 43
[10][10] Scholia on Pindar, Pythian Ode 4. 76
[11] Pindar, Pythia 4.46.
[12] Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 1. 179
[13] Valerius Flaccus, Argonautica, 1. 365
[14] Argonautica Orphica, 205
[15][15] Pindar, Pythian Ode 4. 22
[16] Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 2. 536–562
[17][17] Scholia on Pindar, Pythian Ode 4. 45
[18] Pindar, Pythian Ode 4. 14–56
[19] Herodotus, Histories, 4. 150
[20] Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 4. 1551–1562
[21] Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, 4. 1731–1764
[22] Pausanias, Description of Greece, 5. 17. 9
[23] Homer, Iliad, 2. 846
[24] T. W. Allen, "The Homeric Catalogue", The Journal of Hellenic Studies, Vol 30 (1910), pp 292-322 at p 314 JSTOR 624307 accessed 23

November 2011.
[25] Dares Phrygius, 21
[26] Dictys Cretensis, 2. 43
[27] Antoninus Liberalis, Metamorphoses, 8
[28] Hesychius of Alexandria s. v. Euphemos
[29] Hyginus, Fabulae, 39

Bibliography
• Merkelbach, R.; West, M.L. (1967), Fragmenta Hesiodea, Oxford, ISBN 0-19-814171-8.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollonius_Rhodius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hesiod
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Megalai_Ehoiai
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scholia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pindar
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tzetzes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lycophron
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tzetzes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollonius_Rhodius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gaius_Valerius_Flaccus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Herodotus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollonius_Rhodius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollonius_Rhodius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dares_Phrygius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dictys_Cretensis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Antoninus_Liberalis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hesychius_of_Alexandria


Euryalus 209

Euryalus
Euryalus (Ancient Greek: Εὐρύαλος) refers to several different characters from Greek mythology and classical
literature:
1. In the Aeneid by Virgil, Nisus and Euryalus are ideal friends and lovers,[1] who died during a raid on the

Rutulians.[2][3]

2. Euryalus was the son of Mecisteus. He attacked the city of Thebes as one of the Epigoni, who took the city and
avenged the deaths of their fathers, who had also attempted to invade Thebes. In Homer's Iliad, he fought in the
Trojan War, where he was brother-in-arms of Diomedes, and one of the Greeks to enter the Trojan Horse. He lost
the boxing match to Epeius at the funeral games for Patrocles.[3][4] He is mentioned by Hyginus, who gives his
parents as Pallas and Diomede.[5]

3. Euryalus was the name of a son of Euippe and Odysseus, who was mistakenly slain by his father.[6][7]

4. Euryalus was the name of two of Penelope's suitors, one of whom came from Zacynthus, and the other one from
Dulichium.[8]

5. Euryalus was a suitor of Hippodamia who, like all the suitors before Pelops, was killed by Oenomaus.[9]

6. Euryalus was one of the eight sons of Melas, who plotted against their uncle Oeneus and were slain by
Tydeus.[10]

7. Euryalus, son of Naubolus, was one of the Phaeacians encountered by Odysseus in the Odyssey.[11]

8. Euryalus was a surname of Apollo.[12]

Euryalus, son of Naubolus
In the Odyssey, Euryalus is a Phaeacian youth. Homer gives him the epithet "the peer of murderous Ares". Next to
Laodamas, he is said to be the most handsome of the Phaeacians, and is the best wrestler. He convinces Laodamas to
challenge Odysseus, then rebukes him when he refuses to participate, saying "No truly, stranger, nor do I think thee
at all like one that is skilled in games, whereof there are many among men, rather art thou such an one as comes and
goes in a benched ship, a master of sailors that are merchantmen, one with a memory for his freight, or that hath the
charge of a cargo homeward bound, and of greedily gotten gains; thou seemest not a man of thy hands." When King
Alcinous orders him to make amends, he gives Odysseus a bronze sword with a silver hilt and an ivory sheath.

References
[1] Virgil. Aeneid, V.294.
[2] Virgil. Aeneid, IX.179-431.
[3] Dictionary of Classical Mythology. London: Penguin. 1990. p. 147. ISBN 978-0-14-051235-9.
[4] Homer; Trans. Stanley Lombardo (1997). Iliad. Hackett. ISBN 978-0-87220-352-5. 23.704-719.
[5] Hyginus, Fabulae, 97
[6] Sophocles, Euryalus (survived in fragments)
[7] Parthenius of Nicaea; S. Gaselee (trans.) (1916). Love Romances (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Text/ Parthenius. html#3). Loeb, Harvard UP. .
[8] Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca, Epitome of Book 4, 7. 26 - 30
[9] Pausanias, Description of Greece, 6. 21. 10
[10] Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 1. 8. 5
[11] Butcher, SH and Lang, A: The Odyssey of Homer, Project Gutenberg
[12] Hesychius of Alexandria s. v. Euryalos

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeneid
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Virgil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nisus_and_Euryalus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rutuli
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mecisteus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thebes%2C_Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epigoni
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iliad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trojan_Horse
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epeius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Patrocles
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Diomede
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Euippe_%28daughter_of_Tyrimmas%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Penelope
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zacynthus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dulichium
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hippodamia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oenomaus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Melas_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oeneus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tydeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Naubolus_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phaeacians
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odyssey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odyssey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Laodamas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phaeacians
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alcinous
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Virgil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeneid
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Virgil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeneid
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sophocles
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Parthenius_of_Nicaea
http://www.theoi.com/Text/Parthenius.html#3
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollodorus_of_Athens
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bibliotheca_%28Pseudo-Apollodorus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epitome
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollodorus_of_Athens
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bibliotheca_%28Pseudo-Apollodorus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hesychius_of_Alexandria


Hylas 210

Hylas

Hylas and the Nymphs (1896) by John William Waterhouse

In classical mythology, Hylas (Greek:
Ὕλας') was a youth who served as a
companion of Heracles (Roman
Hercules). His abduction by water
nymphs was a theme of ancient art,
and has been an enduring subject for
Western art in the classical tradition.

Genealogy

In Greek mythology, Hylas was the
son of King Theiodamas of the
Dryopians. Roman sources such as
Ovid state that Hylas' father was
Hercules and his mother was the
nymph Melite, or that his mother was the wife of Theiodamas, whose adulterous affair with Heracles caused the war
between him and her husband. He gained his beauty from his divine mother and his military prowess from his
demigod father.

After Heracles killed Theiodamas in battle, he took on Hylas as arms bearer and taught him to be a warrior. The poet
Theocritus (about 300 BC) wrote about the love between Heracles and Hylas: "We are not the first mortals to see
beauty in what is beautiful. No, even Amphitryon's bronze-hearted son, who defeated the savage Nemean lion, loved
a boy—charming Hylas, whose hair hung down in curls. And like a father with a dear son he taught him all the
things which had made him a mighty man, and famous."[1]

Argonauts
Heracles took Hylas with him on the Argo, making him one of the Argonauts. Hylas was kidnapped by nymphs of
the spring of Pegae, (Dryope), that fell in love with him in Mysia and vanished without a trace (Apollonios Rhodios).
This upset Heracles greatly, so he along with Polyphemus searched for a great length of time. The ship set sail
without them. According to the Latin Argonautica of Valerius Flaccus, he never found Hylas because he had fallen
in love with the nymphs and remained "to share their power and their love."
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Cultural references

Hylas and nymphs from a mosaic in Roman Gaul
(3rd century)

The story of Hylas and the nymphs is alluded to in Book 3 of Edmund
Spenser's The Faerie Queene, Canto XII, Stanza 7:

Or that same daintie lad, which was so deare
To great Alcides, that when as he dyde
He wailed womanlike with many a teare,
And every wood, and every valley wyde
He fild with Hylas name; the Nymphes eke "Hylas" cryde.

Hylas is also mentioned in Christopher Marlowe's play Edward II:
"Not Hylas was more mourned for of Hercules / Than thou hast been of
me since thy exile" (Act I, Scene I, line 142-3), and in Oscar Wilde's
The Picture of Dorian Gray, Chapter 11. "...and gilded a boy that he
might serve at the feast as Ganymede or Hylas."

"Hylas" is the name of one of the two characters in George Berkeley's
Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous. He represents the materialist position against which Berkeley
(through Philonous) argues. In this context, the name is derived from ύλη, the classical Greek term for "matter."

References
[1] For a perspective from gay literary history, see The World History of Male Love: Greek Mythology, "Hercules and Hylas." (http:/ / www.

gay-art-history. org/ gay-history/ gay-literature/ gay-mythology-folktales/ homosexual-greek-mythology/ hercules-gay/ hylas-gay/
hercules-hylas-gay. html) See also Pederasty in ancient Greece on the historical social institution.
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Idas

Marpessa and Idas, separated of Apollo by Zeus, Attic red-figure psykter, ca.
480 BC, Staatliche Antikensammlungen (Inv. 2417).

In Greek mythology, Idas (Ancient Greek:
Ἴδας Ídas) was a son of Aphareus and Arene
and brother of Lynceus. He and Lynceus loved
Hilaeira and Phoebe and fought with their rival
suitors, Castor and Polydeuces, killing the mortal
brother Castor. He was also one of the
Argonauts and a participant in the hunt for the
Calydonian Boar. He kidnapped Marpessa.
Apollo also desired her and Zeus made the girl
choose. She chose the mortal Idas, fearing that
Apollo could abandon her when she grew old.
With Marpessa, Idas had one daughter named
Cleopatra.[1]

References
[1] Greek Myth Index: Idas (http:/ / www. mythindex. com/ greek-mythology/ I/ Idas. html)

Idmon
In Greek mythology, Idmon was an Argonaut seer. His father is said to have been Apollo but his mortal father was
Abas (or Ampycus). His mother was Asteria, daughter of Coronus, or Cyrene, or else Antianeira, daughter of Pheres.
By Laothoe he had a son Thestor.[1][2][3] Idmon foresaw his own death in the Argonaut expedition but joined anyway
and was killed by a boar in the land of the Mariandyni, in Bithynia.[1][4][5] When in 559 BC the citizens of Megara
Heraclea (today's Eregli), they built a temple over the spot he was buried.

Other characters
The name Idmon may also refer to:
• One of the fifty sons of Aegyptus, who married and was killed by the Danaid Pylarge.[6]

• The father of Arachne.[7]

• The herald of Turnus.[8]

• A figure briefly mentioned in Statius' Thebaid. He came from Epidaurus and was portrayed in the poem cleansing
his wounds after a battle.[9]
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Iolaus
For the butterfly genus, see Iolaus (butterfly).
For the place on the List of National Heritage Sites in Jamaica, see Iolaus, Jamaica.

Heracles and his nephew, Iolaus. 1st century BC mosaic from the Anzio Nymphaeum,
Rome

In Greek mythology, Iolaus (in Greek,
Ἰόλαος) was a Theban divine hero, son of
Iphicles, Heracles's nephew, and brother
to Automedusa.

He was famed for being Heracles's
nephew and for helping with some of his
Labors, and also for being one of the
Argonauts. Through his daughter
Leipephilene he was considered to have
fathered the mythic and historic line of the
kings of Corinth, ending with Telestes.

A genus of Lycaenid butterfly has been
named after him.

Relationship with Heracles

As a son of Iphicles, Iolaus was a nephew
of Heracles. He often acted as Heracles' charioteer and companion. He was popularly regarded as Heracles's lover,
and the shrine to him in Thebes was a place where male couples worshiped and made vows.[1]

The Theban gymnasium was also named after him, and the Iolaeia, an athletic festival consisting of gymnastic and 
equestrian events, was held yearly in Thebes in his honor.[2] The victors at the Iolaea were crowned with garlands of
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myrtle.[3]

Repoussé and engraved relief of Hercules and Iolaus
on the Ficoroni cista.

4th century BC Etruscan ritual vessel

Iolaus provided essential help to Heracles in his battle against the
Hydra, his second labor. Seeing that Heracles was being
overwhelmed by the multi-headed monster (the Lernaean Hydra),
who grew two heads in place of each one cut off, Iolaus sprang to
help, cauterizing each neck as Heracles beheaded it.

Heracles gave his wife, Megara, age thirty three, to Iolaus, then
only sixteen years old[4] – ostensibly because the sight of her
reminded him of his murder of their three children. They had a
daughter, Leipephilene. He was one of the Heraclidae.[5]

Upon Heracles' death, Iolaus lit the funeral pyre, though according
to some mythographers, this was Philoctetes instead. In other
versions, it is Poeas.

According to Diodorus Siculus, Iolaus was sent by Heracles in
Sardinia together with nine of the sons that he had fifty daughters
of Thespius (the Tespiadi), to colonize the island, giving rise to the

people of Iolaensi. .[6]

Iolaus and the Tespiesi were buried in Sardinia.
Aristotle said that Sardinia had practiced the rite of incubation, which is the liberation ritual of the people who were
affected by nightmares and obsessions. These rituals included that the persons suffering from nightmares should
sleep next to the tombs of heroes.[7]

Simplicius addition, the eight books in the Commentaries Aristotle, that "the places where they were deposited and
preserved corpses of the nine heroes got from Hercules Tespiesi and came to Sardinia with the colony of Iolaus ,
became the famous oracles." [8]

Solinus says: "The Iolesi, so named by him (to Iolaus), added a temple to his tomb, because he had freed Sardinia for
many ills".[9]

Television
Iolaus was a major character in the Universal Studios/Renaissance Pictures Hercules/Xena franchise. Michael Hurst
played the character in two TV-Movies (Hercules and the Amazon Women and Hercules in the Maze of the
Minotaur) and in Hercules: The Legendary Journeys (appearing as a recurring character in the first two seasons and
a main character for the remaining seasons). Iolaus was not Hercules' nephew, but instead his best friend since
childhood and his frequent traveling companion. It was stated that Iolaus (in the TV series) was 2 years older than
Hercules. At times, Iolaus felt he was living in Hercules' shadow, but he often proved himself as a hero in his own
right. The character was notably killed off several times – only to be eventually revived.
Hurst also played Iolaus 2 (a parallel universe double), who appeared in several episodes. This Iolaus had been a
coward and fearfully served as jester to the Sovereign (Hercules' double). Thanks to Hercules, though, he learned
self-confidence and became a hero. Iolaus 2 later left Hercules' side when he chose to marry Triton's mermaid
daughter Nautica and with Aphrodite's help, he became a merman.
Hurst also played the character in two guest appearances on Xena: Warrior Princess ("Prometheus" and "The
Quest"), and voiced the character in the animated film Hercules and Xena – The Animated Movie: The Battle for
Mount Olympus. In the Young Hercules pilot movie and spin-off, Iolaus was a main character played by Dean
O'Gorman. (O'Gorman also played the young version of Iolaus in a few HTLJ flashback episodes.)
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Notes
[1] Crompton, Louis, Homosexuality and Civilization, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2003, p. 123
[2] Pindar, Olympian Ode, VIII, 84
[3] Pindar, Isthmian Ode IV.
[4] Plutarch, Moralia "The Dialogue on Love / Erotikos / Amatoria" Loeb edition, V. XII P.339
[5] Ovid Metamorphoses IX, 394.
[6] Diodorus Siculus, book IV, 29-30.
[7] Aristotle, Physics, IV.
[8] Simplicius, IV, M. Perra, op. cit.
[9] Solinus, I-16: Iolenses ab eo dicti sepulcro eius templum addiderunt quod ... Malis plurimis Sardiniam liberasset.

Laertes
In Greek mythology, Laërtes (Greek: Λαέρτης) was the son of Arcesius and Chalcomedusa. He was the father of
Odysseus (who was thus called Laertiades, Λαερτιάδης) and Ctimene by his wife Anticlea, daughter of the thief
Autolycus. Laërtes was an Argonaut and participated in the hunt for the Calydonian Boar. Laërtes's title was King of
the Cephallenians, which he presumably inherited from his father Arcesius and grandfather Cephalus. His realm
included Ithaca and surrounding islands, and perhaps even the neighboring part of the mainland of other Greek
city-states.
Another account says that Laërtes was not Odysseus's true father; rather, it was Sisyphus, who had seduced
Anticlea.[1]

Laertes stays away from Odysseus' home while Odysseus is gone. He keeps to himself on his farm, overcome with
grief over Odysseus' absence and alone after his wife, Anticleia, died from grief herself. Odysseus finally comes to
see Laertes after he has killed all the suitors competing for Penelope. He finds his father spading a plant, looking old
and tired and filled with sadness. Odysseus keeps his identity to himself at first, but when he sees how disappointed
Laertes is to learn that this "stranger" has no news of his son, Odysseus reveals himself, and proves his identity by
reciting all the trees he received from Laertes when he was a boy. This emphasis on the land of Ithaca itself perhaps
signifies that Odysseus has finally reconnected with his homeland, and his journey is over.[2]

Laertes had trained Odysseus in husbandry. After their reunion, the two of them head off to Odysseus' home to fend
off the families of the dead suitors. Athena infuses vigour into Laërtes, so he can help Odysseus. He kills Eupeithes,
father of Antinous.[3]
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Laocoön

Laocoön and His Sons in the Vatican

Laocoön (   /leɪˈɒkɵ.ɒn/; Ancient Greek: Λαοκόων,
IPA: [laokóɔːn]) the son of Acoetes[1] is a figure in Greek and
Roman mythology.

History

Laocoön is a Trojan priest of Poseidon[2] (or Neptune), whose
rules he had defied, either by marrying and having sons,[3] or by
having committed an impiety by making love with his wife in the
presence of a cult image in a sanctuary.[4] His minor role in the
Epic Cycle narrating the Trojan War was of warning the Trojans in
vain against accepting the Trojan Horse from the Greeks—"A
deadly fraud is this," he said, "devised by the Achaean
chiefs!"[5]—and his subsequent divine execution by two serpents
sent to Troy across the sea from the island of Tenedos, where the Greeks had temporarily camped.[6]

Laocoön warned his fellow Trojans against the wooden horse presented to the city by the Greeks. In the Aeneid,
Virgil gives Laocoön the famous line Equo ne credite, Teucri / Quidquid id est, timeo Danaos et dona ferentes, or
"Do not trust the Horse, Trojans / Whatever it is, I fear the Greeks even bearing gifts." This line is the source of the
saying: "Beware of Greeks bearing gifts."

Laocoon
There is also another Laocoon who was the tutor or uncle of Meleager. He was sent by Oineus as a chaperone for
Meleager as an Argonaut.

Death

Death of Laocoön from the Vatican Vergil.

The most detailed description of Laocoön's grisly fate was
provided by Quintus Smyrnaeus in Posthomerica, a later, literary
version of events following the Iliad. According to Quintus,
Laocoön begged the Trojans to set fire to the horse to ensure it was
not a trick. Athena, angry with him and the Trojans, shook the
ground around Laocoön's feet and painfully blinded him. The
Trojans, watching this unfold, assumed Laocoön was punished for
the Trojans' mutilating and doubting Sinon, the undercover Greek
soldier sent to convince the Trojans to let him and the horse inside
their city walls. Thus, the Trojans wheeled the great wooden Horse
in. Laocoön did not give up trying to convince the Trojans to burn
the horse, and Athena makes him pay even further. She sends two
giant sea serpents to strangle and kill him and his two sons.[7] In
another version of the story, it was said that Poseidon sent the sea
serpents to strangle and kill Laocoön and his two sons.

According to Apollodorus, it was Apollo who sent the two sea
serpents. Laocoön had insulted Apollo by sleeping with his wife in front of the "divine image".[8]
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Virgil employed the motif in the Aeneid. The Trojans, according to Virgil, disregarded Laocoön's advice and were
taken in by the deceitful testimony of Sinon; in his resulting anger, Laocoön threw his spear at the Horse. Minerva,
who was supporting the Greeks, at this moment sent sea-serpents to strangle Laocoön and his two sons, Antiphantes
and Thymbraeus. "Laocoön, ostensibly sacrificing a bull to Neptune on behalf of the city (lines 201ff.), becomes
himself the tragic victim, as the simile (lines 223–24) makes clear. In some sense, his death must be symbolic of the
city as a whole," S. V. Tracy notes.[9] According to the Hellenistic poet Euphorion of Chalcis,[10] Laocoön is in fact
punished for procreating upon holy ground sacred to Poseidon; only unlucky timing caused the Trojans to
misinterpret his death as punishment for striking the Horse, which they bring into the city with disastrous
consequences. The episode furnished the subject of Sophocles' lost tragedy, Laocoön.
In Aeneid Virgil describes the circumstances of Laocoön's death:

From the Aeneid

Ille simul manibus tendit
divellere nodos

perfusus sanie vittas atroque
veneno,

clamores simul horrendos ad
sidera tollit:

qualis mugitus, fugit cum
saucius aram

taurus et incertam excussit
cervice securim.

Literal English translation:

At the same time he stretched forth to tear the
knots with his hands

his fillets soaked with saliva and black venom

at the same time he lifted to heaven horrendous
cries:

like the bellowing when a wounded bull has fled
from the altar

and has shaken the ill-aimed axe from its neck.

John Dryden's translation:[11]

With both his hands he labors at the
knots;

His holy fillets the blue venom blots;

His roaring fills the flitting air around.

Thus, when an ox receives a glancing
wound,

He breaks his bands, the fatal altar
flies,

And with loud bellowings breaks the
yielding skies.

The death of Laocoön was famously depicted in a much-admired marble Laocoön and his Sons, attributed by Pliny
the Elder to the Rhodian sculptors Agesander, Athenodoros, and Polydorus, which stands in the Vatican Museums,
Rome. Copies have been executed by various artists, notably Baccio Bandinelli. These show the complete sculpture
(with conjectural reconstructions of the missing pieces) and can be seen in Rhodes, at the Palace of the Grand Master
of the Knights of Rhodes, Rome, the Uffizi Gallery in Florence and in front of the Archaeological Museum, Odessa,
Ukraine, amongst others.
The marble Laocoön provided the central image for Lessing's Laocoön, 1766, an aesthetic polemic directed against
Winckelmann and the comte de Caylus. Daniel Albright reengages the role of the figure of Laocoön in aesthetic
thought in his book Untwisting the Serpent: Modernism in Literature, Music, and Other Arts. [cite El Greco
painting]
In addition to other literary references, John Barth employs a bust of Laocoön in his novella, The End of the Road.
The R.E.M. song "Laughing" references Laocoön, rendering him female ("Laocoön and her two sons"). The marble's
pose is parodied in the comic book Asterix and the Laurel Wreath. American author Joyce Carol Oates also
references Laocoön in her 1989 novel American Appetites. In Stave V of A Christmas Carol, by Charles Dickens
(1843), Scrooge awakes on Christmas morning "...making a perfect Laocoon of himself with his stockings." Barbara
Tuchman's The March of Folly begins with an extensive analysis of the Laocoön story.
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Notes
[1] "Laocoon, son of Acoetes, brother of Anchises, and priest of Apollo..." (Hyginus, Fabula 135.
[2] According to Virgil: Laocoon, ductus Neptuno sorte sacerdos (2.101)
[3] According to Hyginus
[4][4] According to Servius.
[5] Quintus Smyrnaeus X.420f ( Text on-line (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Text/ QuintusSmyrnaeus12. html)).
[6] Aeneid 2. 199–227.
[7] Quintus of Smyrna. The Trojan Epic Posthomerica. Tr. Alan James.Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2004. Print.
[8] Apollodorus, Epitome, Epit. E.5.18 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 01.

0022:text=Epitome:book=E:chapter=5:section=18)
[9] S. V. Tracy, "Laocoon's Guilt" (http:/ / www. jstor. org/ stable/ 294668). The American Journal of Philology 108.3 (Autumn 1987), p. 453.
[10] Euphorion's poem is lost, but Servius alludes to the lines in his scholia on the Aeneid.
[11] See (http:/ / www. bartleby. com/ 13/ 2. html), line 290
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Lynceus
Lynceus (in Greek, Lynkeus) was the jealous murderer of Castor, along with his brother, Idas. Idas and Lynceus
murdered Castor because they all (along with Polydeuces) sought Phoebe and Hilaeira, daughters of Leucippus (who
was also Idas and Lynceus' uncle in some versions). Lynceus was one of the Argonauts and he participated in the
hunt for the Calydonian Boar. He was a son of Aphareus and Arene and was said to have excellent sight, even able
to see through trees, walls and underground.
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Medea

Medea by Evelyn De Morgan.

Medea (Greek: Μήδεια, Mēdeia, Georgian: მედეა, Medea) is a
Colchian woman in Greek mythology. She was the daughter of King
Aeëtes of Colchis,[1] niece of Circe, granddaughter of the sun god
Helios, and later wife to the hero Jason, with whom she had two
children, Mermeros and Pheres. In Euripides's play Medea, Jason
leaves Medea when Creon, king of Corinth, offers him his daughter,
Glauce.[2] The play tells about how Medea avenges her husband's
betrayal.

The myths involving Jason have been interpreted by specialists[3] as
part of a class of myths that tell how the Hellenes of the distant heroic
age, before the Trojan War, faced the challenges of the pre-Greek
"Pelasgian" cultures of mainland Greece, the Aegean and Anatolia.
Jason, Perseus, Theseus, and above all Heracles, are all "liminal"
figures, poised on the threshold between the old world of shamans,
chthonic earth deities, and the new Bronze Age Greek ways.[4]

Medea figures in the myth of Jason and the Argonauts, a myth known
best from a late literary version worked up by Apollonius of Rhodes in
the 3rd century BC and called the Argonautica. However, for all its
self-consciousness and researched archaic vocabulary, the late epic was
based on very old, scattered materials. Medea is known in most stories
as an enchantress and is often depicted as being a priestess of the goddess Hecate or a witch. The myth of Jason and
Medea is very old, originally written around the time Hesiod wrote the Theogony. It was known to the composer of
the Little Iliad, part of the Epic Cycle.
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Jason and Medea

Medea by Anthony Frederick Augustus Sandys
(painted 1866-68); its rejection for exhibition at
the Royal Academy in 1868 caused a storm of

protest

Medea's role began after Jason arrived from Iolcus to Colchis, to claim
his inheritance and throne by retrieving the Golden Fleece. In the most
complete surviving account, the Argonautica of Apollonius, Medea fell
in love with him and promised to help him, but only on the condition
that if he succeeded, he would take her with him and marry her. Jason
agreed. In a familiar mythic motif, Aeëtes promised to give him the
fleece, but only if he could perform certain tasks. First, Jason had to
plough a field with fire-breathing oxen that he had to yoke himself.
Medea gave him an unguent with which to anoint himself and his
weapons, to protect him from the bulls' fiery breath. Then, Jason had to
sow the teeth of a dragon in the ploughed field (compare the myth of
Cadmus). The teeth sprouted into an army of warriors. Jason was
forewarned by Medea, however, and knew to throw a rock into the
crowd. Unable to determine where the rock had come from, the
soldiers attacked and killed each other. Finally, Aeëtes made Jason
fight and kill the sleepless dragon that guarded the fleece. Medea put
the beast to sleep with her narcotic herbs. Jason then took the fleece
and sailed away with Medea, as he had promised. Apollonius says that

Medea only helped Jason in the first place because Hera had convinced Aphrodite or Eros to cause Medea to fall in
love with him. Medea distracted her father as they fled by killing her brother Absyrtus. In some versions, Medea is
said to have dismembered his body and scattered his parts on an island, knowing her father would stop to retrieve
them for proper burial; in other versions, it is Absyrtus himself who pursued them, and was killed by Jason. During
the fight, Atalanta was seriously wounded, but Medea healed her.

According to some versions, Medea and Jason stopped on her aunt Circe's island so that she could be cleansed after
the murder of her brother, relieving her of blame for the deed.
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Jason et Médée by Gustave Moreau (1865).

On the way back to Thessaly, Medea prophesied that Euphemus, the
Argo's helmsman, would one day rule over all Libya. This came true
through Battus, a descendant of Euphemus.

The Argo then reached the island of Crete, guarded by the bronze man,
Talos (Talus). Talos had one vein which went from his neck to his
ankle, bound shut by a single bronze nail. According to Apollodorus,
Talos was slain either when Medea drove him mad with drugs,
deceived him that she would make him immortal by removing the nail,
or was killed by Poeas's arrow (Apollodorus 1.140). In the
Argonautica, Medea hypnotized him from the Argo, driving him mad
so that he dislodged the nail, ichor flowed from the wound, and he bled
to death (Argonautica 4.1638). After Talos died, the Argo landed.

While Jason searched for the Golden Fleece, Hera, who was still angry
at Pelias, conspired to make him fall in love with Medea, who she
hoped would kill Pelias. When Jason and Medea returned to Iolcus,
Pelias still refused to give up his throne. Medea conspired to have
Pelias' own daughters kill him. She told them she could turn an old ram
into a young ram by cutting up the old ram and boiling it. During the
demonstration, a live, young ram jumped out of the pot. Excited, the
girls cut their father into pieces and threw him into a pot. Having killed
Pelias, Jason and Medea fled to Corinth. This is much like what she did
with Aeson, Jason's father.

Many endings
In Corinth, Jason abandoned Medea for the king's daughter, Glauce. Medea took her revenge by sending Glauce a
dress and golden coronet, covered in poison. This resulted in the deaths of both the princess and the king, Creon,
when he went to save her. According to the tragic poet Euripides, Medea continued her revenge, murdering her two
children by Jason. Afterward, she left Corinth and flew to Athens in a golden chariot driven by dragons sent by her
grandfather Helios, god of the sun.
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Medea (about to murder her children) by Eugène
Ferdinand Victor Delacroix (1862).

Before the fifth century BC, there seem to have been two variants of
the myth's conclusion. According to the poet Eumelus to whom the
fragmentary epic Korinthiaka is usually attributed, Medea killed her
children by accident.[5] The poet Creophylus, however, blamed their
murders on the citizens of Corinth.[6] Medea's deliberate murder of her
children, then, appears to be Euripides' invention although some
scholars believe Neophron created this alternate tradition.[7] Her
filicide would go on to become the standard for later writers.[8]

Pausanias, writing in the late 2nd century, records five different
versions of what happened to Medea's children after reporting that he
has seen a monument for them while traveling in Corinth.[9]

Fleeing from Jason, Medea made her way to Thebes where she healed
Heracles (the former Argonaut) for the murder of Iphitus. In return,
Heracles gave her a place to stay in Thebes until the Thebans drove her
out in anger, despite Heracles' protests.

She then fled to Athens where she met and married Aegeus. They had
one son, Medus, although Hesiod makes Medus the son of Jason.[10]

Her domestic bliss was once again shattered by the arrival of Aegeus'
long-lost son, Theseus. Determined to preserve her own son's inheritance, Medea convinced her husband that
Theseus was a threat and that he should be disposed of. As Medea handed Theseus a cup of poison, Aegeus
recognized the young man's sword as his own, which he had left behind many years previous for his newborn son, to
be given to him when he came of age. Knocking the cup from Medea's hand, Aegeus embraced Theseus as his own.

Medea then returned to Colchis and, finding that Aeëtes had been deposed by his brother Perses, promptly killed her
uncle, and restored the kingdom to her father. Herodotus reports another version, in which Medea and her son Medus
fled from Athens to the Iranian plateau and lived among the Aryans, who then changed their name to the Medes.[11]

Personae of Medea

The statue of Medea in the center of Batumi,
Georgia, one of the main Colchian cities.

Though the early literary presentations of Medea are lost,[12]

Apollonius of Rhodes, in a redefinition of epic formulas, and
Euripides, in a dramatic version for a specifically Athenian audience,
each employed the figure of Medea; Seneca offered yet another tragic
Medea, of witchcraft and potions, and Ovid rendered her portrait three
times for a sophisticated and sceptical audience in Imperial Rome. The
far-from-static evolution undergone by the figure of Medea was the
subject of a recent set of essays published in 1997.[13] Other,
non-literary traditions guided the vase-painters,[14] and a localized,
chthonic presence of Medea was propitiated with unrecorded
emotional overtones at Corinth, at the sanctuary devoted to her slain
children,[15] or locally venerated elsewhere as a foundress of cities.[16]

Medea in popular culture

The dramatic episodes in which Medea plays a role have ensured that she remains vividly represented in popular
culture.
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Literature

Primary sources

Medea Sarcophagus, Altes Museum, Berlin

Cicero In the court case Pro Caelio, the name Medea is
mentioned at least five times, as a way to make fun of
Clodia, sister of P. Clodius Pulcher, the man who
exiled Cicero.

• Ovid[17]

Heroides XII

Metamorphoses VII, 1-450

Tristia iii.9
• Euripides, Medea
•• Neophron, Medea (fragments from the play)
• Hyginus, Fabulae 21-26
•• Pindar, Pythian Odes, IIII
• Seneca: Medea (tragedy)
• Bibliotheca I, 23-28
• Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica
• Gaius Valerius Flaccus Argonautica (epic)
• Herodotus, Histories VII.62i
• Hesiod, Theogony 1000-2

Secondary material

• Jean Anouilh, Medea
• John Gardner (novelist), Jason and Medeia
• Robinson Jeffers, Medea
• Hans Henny Jahnn, Medea
• Percival Everett, For Her Dark Skin
• Maxwell Anderson, The Wingless Victory
• Geoffrey Chaucer The Legend of Good Women (1386)
• Michael Wood, In Search of Myths & Heroes: Jason and the Golden Fleece
• Chrysanthos Mentis Bostantzoglou (Bost), Medea (parody of Medea of Euripides)

Related literature

• Medea (Ovid's lost tragedy - two lines are extant)[18]

• Marina Carr, By the Bog of Cats
• A. R. Gurney, The Golden Fleece
• Pierre Corneille Médée (tragedy, 1635)
• Heiner Müller, Medeamaterial and Medeaplay
• William Morris Life and Death of Jason (epic poem, 1867)
• Franz Grillparzer, Das goldene Vliess (The Golden Fleece) (play, 1822)
• Dorothy M. Johnson, Witch Princess (novel, 1967)
• Pervical Everett, For Her Dark Skin (novel, 1990)
• H. M. Hoover, The Dawn Palace: The Story of Medea (novel, 1988)
• Christa Wolf, Medea (a novel) (published in German 1993, translated to English 1998)
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• Cherríe Moraga, The Hungry Woman: A Mexican Medea (combines classical Greek myth Medea with
Mexicana/o legend of La Llorona and Aztec myth of lunar deity Coyolxauhqui)

• Cicero, Pro Caelio (political speech) Cicero refers to Clodia as hanc Palatinam Medeam, "this Medea of the
Palatine"

• Stuart Hill, Blade Of Fire (Character portrayed as based on Medea in this Young adult novel)
• Rick Riordan (author), "The Lost Hero"; Medea, having geing resurrected by vengeful goddess Gaia, runs a

department store in Chicago that the three main heroes Jason, Leo & Piper encounter on their quest to rescue
Hera/Juno. When Piper tries to get her friends to leave by recounting Medea's villanous deeds, Medea counters
that she was the victim, then tries to "Charm-speak" Leo & Jason into killing each other.

Music

Jason and Medea by John William Waterhouse
(1907)

• Francesco Cavalli Giasone (opera, 1649)
• Jean-Baptiste Lully Thésée (opera, 1674)
• Antonio Caldara "Medea in Corinto" (cantata for alto, 2 violins and

basso continuo, 1711)
• Marc-Antoine Charpentier Médée (tragédie en musique,1693)
• Georg Anton Benda composed the melodrama Medea in 1775 on a

text by Friedrich Wilhelm Gotter.
• Luigi Cherubini composed the opera Médée in 1797 and it is

Cherubini's best-known work, but better known by its Italian title,
Medea.

• Simon Mayr composed his opera Medea in Corinto to a libretto of
[iuseppe Felice Romano. It premiered in Naples in 1813.

• Saverio Mercadante composed his opera Medea in 1851 to a libretto
by Salvadore Cammarano.

• Darius Milhaud composed the opera Médée in 1939 to a text by
Madeleine Milhaud (his wife and cousin).

• American composer Samuel Barber wrote his Medea ballet (later
renamed The Cave of the Heart) in 1947 for Martha Graham and derived from that Medea's Meditation & Dance
of Vengeance Op. 23a in 1955. The musical Blast! uses an arrangement of Barber's Medea as their end to Act I.

•• Ray E. Luke's "Medea" won the 1979 Rockefeller Foundation/New England Conservatory Competition for Best
New American Opera.

• Jacob Druckman's 1980 orchestral work, Prism, is based on three different renderings of the Medea myth by
Charpentier, Cavalli, and Cherubini. Each movement incorporates material and quotations from the music of
Druckman's three predecessors. At the time of his death, Druckman was writing a large-scale grand opera on the
Medea myth commissioned by the Metropolitan Opera.

• Star of Indiana—the drum and bugle corps that Blast! formed out of—used Parados, Kantikos Agonias, and
Dance of Vengeance in their 1993 production (with Bartók's Allegro from Music for Strings, Percussion and
Celeste), between Kantikos and Vengeance.

• In 1993 Chamber Made produced an opera Medea composed by Gordon Kerry, with text by Justin Macdonnell
after Seneca.

• Michael John LaChiusa scored "Marie Christine", a Broadway musical with heavy opera influence based on the
story of Medea. The production premiered at the Vivian Beaumont Theater in December 1999 for a limited run
under Lincoln Center Theatre. LaChuisa's score and book were nominated for a Tony Award in 2000, as was a
tour-de-force performance by three-time Tony winner Audra McDonald.
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• In 1991, the world premiere was held in the Teatro Arriaga, Bilbao of the opera Medea by Mikis Theodorakis.
This was the first in Theodorakis' trilogy of lyrical tragedies, the others being Electra and Antigone.

• Oscar Strasnoy's opera "Midea (2)", based on Irina Possamai's libretto, premiered in 2000 at Teatro Caio Melisso,
Spoleto, Italy. Orpheus Opera Award.

•• Rockettothesky medea 2008
• instrumental chamber music piece Medea by Dietmar Bonnen 2008
• Dutch progressive rock band Kayak (band), with the song Medea, on their 2008 release Coming Up For Air
• Dutch one-man project Spinvis, with the song Medea, on his album Goochelaars & Geesten in 2007
• Vienna Teng, with the song My Medea in her 2004 album Warm Strangers.
• The Finnish melodic death metal band Insomnium has a song about her called Medeia on their album In the Halls

of Awaiting, which was released in 2002.
• Mauro Lanza composed the music to Le Songe De Médée, a ballet choreographed by Angelin Prelijocaj for the

Ballet de l'Opéra national de Paris and featured in the film La Danse.
• Alina Novikova (composer) and Daria Zholnerova, produced an opera Medea, based on Innokentiy Annenskiy,

Evripid's translation. First performed in 2011, St. Petersburg, Russia

Cinema and television
• In the 1963 film Jason and the Argonauts, Medea was portrayed by Nancy Kovack.
• In the 2000 Hallmark presentation Jason and the Argonauts, Medea was portrayed by Jolene Blalock.
• In 1969, the Italian director Pier Paolo Pasolini directed a film adaptation of Medea featuring the opera singer

Maria Callas in the title role.
• In 1978, the film A Dream of Passion in which Melina Mercouri as an actress portraying Medea seeks out Ellen

Burstyn a mother who recently murdered her children.
• In 1988, director Lars von Trier filmed his Medea for Danish television, using a pre-existing script by filmmaker

Carl Theodor Dreyer. Cast included Udo Kier, Kirsten Olesen, Henning Jensen, Mette Munk Plum.
• In the 1992 film Highway to Hell, Medea was portrayed by Anne Meara.
• Medea (under the name of Caster) is one of the antagonists in the visual novel and anime Fate/Stay Night.
• In the 2005 film L'enfer (Hell) a student Anne (Marie Gillain) takes a formal oral exam on the subject of Medea.

Her words are spoken over images of her sister Sophie (Emmanuelle Béart) playing with her two children
implying an analogy.[19]

• In 2007, director Tonino De Bernardi filmed a modern version of the myth, set in Paris and starring Isabelle
Huppert as Medea, called Médée Miracle. The character of Medea lives in Paris with Jason, who leaves her.

• In 2009, Medea was shot by director Natalia Kuznetsova. Film was created by the tragedy of Seneca in a
new-for-cinema genre of Rhythmodrama, in which the main basis of acting and atmosphere is music written
before shooting.
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Notes
[1] Colchis was an ancient Georgian Kingdom
[2] Glauce is known as Creusa in Seneca's Medea and in Propertius 2.16.30.
[3] See, for example, Nita Krevans, "Medea as foundation-heroine", in James Joseph Clauss, Sarah Iles Johnston, eds. Medea: essays on Medea

in myth, literature, philosophy, and art (Princeton University Press) 1997:71-82.
[4] For this general aspect, see especially Carl A.P. Ruck and Danny Staples, The World of Classical Myth: Gods and Goddesses, Heroines and

Heroes University of North Carolina 1994, part III: The Liminal Hero.
[5] As noted in a scholium to Pindar's Olympian Ode 13.74; cf. Pausanias 2.3.10-11.
[6] As noted in the scholium to Medea 264.
[7][7] See McDermott 1985, 10-15.
[8] Hyginus Fabulae 25; Ovid Met. 7.391ff.; Seneca Medea; Bibliotheca 1.9.28 favors Euripides' version of events, but also records the variant

that the Corinthians killed Medea's children in retaliation for her crimes.
[9][9] Pausanias 2.3.6-11
[10] Hesiod Theogony 1000-2
[11] Herodotus Histories VII.62i
[12] The lost Corinthiaca of Naupactos and the Building of the Argo, by Epimenides of Crete, for instances.
[13] Medea: Essays on Medea in Myth, Literature, Philosophy, and Art, James Joseph Clauss and Sarah Iles Johnston, eds., (Princeton University

Press) 1997. Includes a bibliography of works focused on Medea.
[14] As on the bell krater at the Cleveland Museum of Art (91.1) discussed in detail by Christiane Sourvinou-Inwood, "Medea at a Shifting

Distance: Images and Euripidean tragedy", in Clauss and Johnston 1997, pp 253-96.
[15] Edouard Will, Corinth 1955. "By identifying Medea, Ino and Melikertes, Bellerophon, and Hellotis as pre-Olympianprecursors of Hera,

Poseidon, and Athena, he could give to Corinth a religious antiquity it did not otherwise possess", wrote Nancy Bookidis, "The Sanctuaries of
Corinth", Corinth 20 (2003)

[16] "Pindar shows her prophesying the foundation of Cyrene; Herodotus makes her the legendary eponymous founder of the Medes;
Callimachus and Apollonius describe colonies founded by Colchians originally sent out in pursuit of her" observes Nita Krevans, "Medea as
foundation heroine", in Clauss and Johnston 1997 pp 71-82 (p. 71).

[17] Ovid also wrote a full play called Medea from which only a few lines are preserved.
[18] Fragments are printed and discussed by Theodor Heinze, Der XII. Heroidenbrief: Medea an Jason Mit einer Beilage: Die Fragmente der

Tragödie Medea P. Ovidius Naso. (in series Mnemosyne, Supplements, 170. 1997
[19] http:/ / filmref. com/ journal/ archives/ 2006/ 02/ lenfer_2005. html
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Meleager

Meleager et Atalanta, after Giulio Romano.

This article is about the
mythological figure, for other
uses see Meleager
(disambiguation).

In Greek mythology, Meleager
(pronounced /ˌmɛliˈeɪɡər/[1], Ancient
Greek: Μελέαγρος Meléagros) was a
hero venerated in his temenos at
Calydon in Aetolia. He was already
famed as the host of the Calydonian
boar hunt in the epic tradition that was
reworked by Homer.[2] Meleager was
the son of Althaea and the vintner
Oeneus and, according to some
accounts father of Parthenopeus and Polydora.

When Meleager was born, the Moirai (the Fates) predicted he would only live until a brand, burning in the family
hearth, was consumed by fire. Overhearing them, Althaea immediately doused and hid the brand.[3] Meleager
married Cleopatra, daughter of Idas. However, in some versions, he had to defeat Atalanta in a footrace, in which he
was aided by Athena.

Oeneus sent Meleager to gather up heroes from all over Greece[4] to hunt the Calydonian Boar that had been
terrorizing the area, rooting up the vines, Oeneus having omitted Artemis at a festival in which he honored the other
gods. In addition to the heroes he required, he chose Atalanta, a fierce huntress, whom he loved.[5] According to one
account of the hunt, when Hylaeus and Rhaecus, two centaurs, tried to rape Atalanta, Meleager killed them. Then,
Atalanta wounded the boar and Meleager killed it. He awarded her the hide since she had drawn the first drop of
blood.
Meleager's brother Toxeus, the "archer",[6] and Plexippus (Althaea's brother) grew enraged that the prize was given
to a woman. Meleager killed them in the following argument. He also killed Iphicles and Eurypylus for insulting
Atalanta. When Althaea found out that Meleager had killed her brother and one of her sons, Althaea placed the brand
that she had stolen from the Fates (the one that the Fates predicted, once engulfed with fire, would kill Meleager)
upon the fire, thus fulfilling the prophecy and killing Meleager. The women who mourned his death were turned into
guineafowl (Meleagrides).
Meleager is also mentioned as one of the Argonauts. In Hades, his is the only shade that does not flee Heracles, who
has come after Cerberus. In Bacchylides' Ode V, Meleager is still in his shining armor, so formidable, in
Bacchylides' account, that Heracles reaches for his bow to defend himself. Heracles is moved to tears by Meleager's
account; Meleager has left his sister[7] Deianira unwedded in his father's house, and entreats Heracles to take her as
bride;[8] here Bacchylides breaks off his account of the meeting, without noting that in this way Heracles in the
Underworld chooses a disastrous wife.
With his wife Kleopatra, daughter of Idas and Marpessa,[9] he had a daughter, Polydora, who became the bride of
Protesilaus, who left her bed on their wedding-night to join the expedition to Troy.
Among the Romans, the heroes assembled by Meleager for the Calydonian hunt provided a theme of multiple nudes
in striking action, to be portrayed frieze-like on sarcophagi.
Meleager's story has similarities with the Scandinavian Norna-Gests þáttr.
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Statue of
Meleager
modeled

after
Skopas

Meleager sarcophagus Meleager and Atalanta (17th
century) by Jacob Jordaens

Ancient sources
• Bacchylides Fr 5.93
• Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica I, 190-201.
• Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca I, viii, 1-3.
• Ovid, Metamorphoses VIII, 269-525.

Notes
[1] Wells, John C. (2009). "Meleager". Longman Pronunciation Dictionary. London: Pearson Longman. ISBN 978-1-4058-8118-0.
[2] Homer, Iliad IX, 529-99.
[3] Hyginus, Fabula 171; pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheke 1.8.2.
[4] pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheke 1.8.2.
[5] Euripides, Frg. 520, noted by Karl Kerenyi, The Heroes of the Greeks, 1959:119 note 673.
[6] There were two further brothers, Thyreus, the "porter", and Klymenos, the "famous"— though Meleager is by far the most renowned of the

four— and two sisters, Gorge and Deianira (Kerenyi 1959:199 and Genealogical table G, p. 375).
[7] Or perhaps his half-sister, if Dionysus is the real father of Deianira, as pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheke 1.8.1, would have it; Oineos himself,

"to judge by his name a double of the wine-god", Kerenyi observes (Kerenyi 1959:199).
[8] Scholia on Iliad 21.194, noted by Kerenyi 1959:180 note 103.
[9][9] Kerenyi 1959: Genealogical table F, p. 372.
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Mopsus
Mopsus or Mopsos (Ancient Greek: Μόψος) was the name of two famous seers in Greek mythology. A historical or
legendary Mopsos or Mukšuš may have been the founder of a house in power at widespread sites in the coastal plains
of Pamphylia and Cilicia (today's Turkey) during the early Iron Age.

Son of Manto and Rhacius or Apollo
Mopsus, a celebrated seer and diviner, was the son of Manto, daughter of the mythic seer Tiresias, and of Rhacius of
Caria or of Apollo himself, the oracular god. Greeks of the Classical age accepted Mopsus as a historical figure,
though the anecdotes concerning him bridge legend and myth.
Mopsus (and perhaps a tradition of his heirs, like the Melampodidae, the Iamidae from Olympia or the Eumolpidae
at Eleusis) officiated at the altars of Apollo at Klaros, which he founded; at Klaros the tradition was that he had been
the son of a daughter of the seer Teiresias named Manto, literally "seeress".[1] His unerring wisdom and discernment
gave rise to the ancient Greek proverb, "more certain than Mopsus". He distinguished himself at the siege of Thebes;
but he was held in particular veneration at the court of Amphilochus at Colophon on the Ionian coast of Asia Minor,
adjacent to Caria.
The 12th century Byzantine mythographer John Tzetzes[2] reports anecdotes of the prowess of Mopsus. Having been
consulted, on one occasion, by Amphilochus, who wished to know what success would attend his arms in a war
which he was going to undertake, he predicted the greatest calamities; but Calchas, who had been the soothsayer of
the Greeks during the Trojan War, promised the greatest successes. Amphilochus followed the opinion of Calchas,
but the prediction of Mopsus was fully verified. This had such an effect upon Calchas that he died soon after. His
death is attributed by sources used by John Tzetzes to another mortification of the same nature: in this case, the two
soothsayers, jealous of each other's fame, came to a different trial of their skill in divination. Calchas first asked his
antagonist how many figs a neighboring tree bore; ten thousand and one, replied Mopsus. The figs were gathered,
and his answer was found to be true. Mopsus now, to try his adversary, asked him how many young ones a certain
pregnant sow would bring forth, and at what time. Calchas confessed his inability to answer, whereupon Mopsus
declared that she would be delivered on the morrow, and would bring forth ten young ones, of which only one would
be a male. The morrow proved the veracity of his prediction, and Calchas died through the grief which his defeat
produced.[3] Amphilochus subsequently having occasion to visit Argos, entrusted the sovereign power to Mopsus, to
keep it for him during the space of a year. On his return, however, Mopsus refused to restore to him the kingdom,[4]

whereupon, having quarreled, they engaged and slew each other.[5] According to another legend reported by
Tzetzes,[6] he was slain by Herakles.
Mopsus was venerated as founder in several cities of Pamphylia and the Cilician plain, among them Mopsuestia, "the
house (hestia) of Mopsus" in Cilicia, and Mallos, where he quarreled with his co-founder Amphilochus and both
were buried in tumuli, from which neither could see that of the other. At Mopsoukrene, the "spring of Mopsus", he
had an oracular site.[7]

Argonaut
Mopsus, son of Ampyx and a nymph (sometimes named as Chloris), born at Titaressa in Thessaly, was also a seer
and augur. In Thessaly the place name Mopsion recalled his own.[8] The earliest evidence of him is inscribed on the
strap of a soldier's shield, found at Olympia and dated c.600-575 BC.[9] According to Diodorus Siculus (III.55),
Mopsus was a Thracian commander who had lived long before the Trojan War, and along with Sipylus the Scythian,
had been driven into exile from Thrace by its king Lycurgus. Sometime later, he and Sipylus defeated the Libyan
Amazons in a pitched battle, in which their queen Myrine was slain, and the Thracians pursued the surviving
Amazons all the way to Libya.
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This Mopsus was one of two seers among the Argonauts,[10] and was said to have understood the language of birds,
having learned augury from Apollo. He had competed at the funeral-games for Jason's father[11] and was among the
Lapiths who fought the Centaurs. While fleeing across the Libyan desert from angry sisters of the slain Gorgon
Medusa, Mopsus died from the bite of a viper that had grown from a drop of Medusa's blood. Medea was unable to
save him, even by magical means. The Argonauts buried him with a monument by the sea, and a temple was later
erected on the site.[12]

Ovid places him also at the hunt of the Calydonian Boar, although the hunt occurred after the Argonauts' return.[13]

Historical person
The Christian chronicler Eusebius of Caesarea was as convinced of Mopsus' historicity as his pagan predecessors
and contemporaries: in his parallel chronologies he entered under the year corresponding to 1184/83 Mopsus reigned
in Cilicia.[14] In the early 16th century, German chronicler Johannes Aventinus placed him in the reign of Ingaevone,
in ca. 22nd century BC, along the Sava River, where, allegedly, he defeated Myrine.
Names similar to Mopsos, whether Greek or Anatolian, are also attested in Near Eastern languages. Since the
discovery of a bilingual Luwian-Phoenician inscription in Karatepe (in Cilicia) in 1946-7, it has been conjectured
that Mopsos was an historical person.[15] The inscription is dated to c. 700 BC, and the person speaking in it,
’-z-t-w-d (Phoenician) / Azatiwataš (Luwian), professes to be king of the d-n-n-y-m / Hiyawa, and describes his
dynasty as "the house of M-p-š / Mukšuš". Apparently, he is a descendant of Mopsus. The Phoenician name of the
people recalls one of the Homeric names of the Greeks, Danaoi with the -m plural, whereas the Luwian name
Hiyawa probably goes back to Hittite Ahhiyā(wa), which is, according to most interpretations, the "Achaean", or
Mycenaean Greek, settlement in Asia Minor. Ancient Greek authors ascribe a central role to Mopsus in the
colonization of Pamphylia.[16]

A 13th-century date for the historical Mopsus may be confirmed by a Hittite tablet from Boğazkale which mentions
a person called Mukšuš in connection with Madduwattaš of Arzawa and Attaršiyaš of Ahhiyā. This text is dated to
the reign of Arnuwandaš III. Therefore, some scholars[17] associate Mopsus' activities along the coast of Asia Minor
and the Levant with the famous Sea Peoples' attacking Egypt in the beginning of the 12th century BC, one of those
peoples being the Denyen—comparable to the d-n-n-y-m of the Karatepe inscription. The Sea People identification
is, however, questioned by other scholars.[18]

The name of the king erecting the Karatepe inscription, Azatiwad, is probably related to the toponym Aspendos, the
name of a city in Pamphylia founded by the Argives according to Strabo (14.4.2). The name of the city is written
ΕΣΤFΕΔΙΙΥΣ (Estwediius) on coins of the 5th century BC. Presumably, it was an earlier Azatiwad, the ancestor of
our king, that gave his name to the city. The name does not appear to be Greek of origin (= Luwian "Lover of the
Sun God [Wa(n)da]"?[19]). The ethnicity of Mopsus himself is not clear: The fragmentary Lydian historiographer
Xanthus made him a Lydian campaigning in Phoenicia.[20] If we may believe the transmission of Nicolaus of
Damascus who quotes him, Xanthus wrote the name with -ks-, like in the Hittite and Luwian texts; given that Lydian
also belongs to the Anatolian language family, it is possible that Xanthus relied on a local non-Greek tradition
according to which Mukšuš was a Luwian.
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Notes
[1] Strabo, xiv.4.3; Pausanias, vii.3.2; Pomponius Mela, i.88, and T.J. Scheer, Mythische Vorväter: zur Bedeutung griechischer Heroenmythen im

Sebstverständnis kleinasiatischer Städte, 1993:164-68, are all noted by Fox 2009:213 note 17.
[2] In his scholia on the poet Lycophron.
[3] John Tzetzes. Ad Lycophron, 427.
[4][4] Compare the archaic tradition of the year-king.
[5] John Tzetzes. Ad Lycophron, 440.
[6] John Tzetzes. Ad Lycophron, 980.
[7][7] Mallos and Mopsoukrene: Fox 2009:213.
[8][8] Fox 2009:212.
[9][9] Fox 2009:212.
[10] The other was Idmon.
[11] He was shown engaged in boxing on the 7th-century ivory Chest of Cypselus, in Pausanias' description (v.17.10).
[12] Argonautica I, 65-68 and 1502-1536); also Ovid, Metamorphoses IV 618- 621; ' Hyginus, Fabulae 14, 128, 172.?; John Tzetzes, Ad

Lycophron, 980.
[13] Ovid, Metamorphoses, VIII.316.
[14] Mopsus regnauit in Cilicia a quo Mopsicrenae et Mopsistae (i.e. Mopsucrene and Mopsuestia): Eusebius, quoted by Jerome, noted in Fox

2009:215 and note 23.
[15] Barnett 1953; Hammond 1975: 679-680; Burkert 1992: 52; Finkelberg 2005: 140-159; Jasink & Marino, forthcoming. The Phoenician text

has been republished in K. Lawson Younger 1998.
[16] Theopompus, FGrH 115 F 103; Callisthenes, FGrH 124 F 32. According to Eusebius, De laudibus Constantini 13.5, the Cilicians

worshipped Mopsus as a god, possibly as the mythical founder. A statue base of the Roman age found in Sillyum in Pamphylia bears Mopsus'
name (ΜΟΨΟΥ).

[17][17] e.g. Finkelberg 2005: 140-159.
[18][18] e.g. Drews 1993: 48-72.
[19][19] Barnett 1953.
[20] Xanthus, FGrH 765 F 17.
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Oileus
In Greek mythology, Oileus (or Oïleus (Ὀϊλεύς)) was the king of Locris, and an Argonaut.[1][2][3] His father was
given as Hodoedocus (whom Oileus succeeded as King of Locris)[4] and his mother as Agrianome (daughter of
Perseon), according to Hyginus's Fabulae.[5]

In Apollonius Rhodius' Argonautica, Oileus gets wounded in the shoulder during the attack of the Stymphalian Birds
on the Argo and receives aid from Eribotes.[6]

Oileus is best known as the father of Ajax the Lesser.[7][8][9] There is disagreement as to the name of Ajax's mother:
Homer names Eriopis as the legal wife of Oileus,[10] but scholiasts cite other authors, some of whom agreed with
Homer in considering Eriopis (or Eriope) the mother of Ajax, but others stated that the mother of Ajax by Oileus was
Alcimache, and yet others asserted that Alcimache was simply another name for Eriopis.[11] John Tzetzes listed three
alternate options: Eriopis, Alcimache, or Astyoche the daughter of Itylus.[12] Oileus was also the father of Medon,
who is usually regarded as illegitimate; Medon's mother was said to be a nymph named Rhene,[13] though some gave
Alcimache as his mother.[14] According to Hyginus, Rhene was the mother of Ajax as well.[15]

Oileus was also the name of a defender of Troy, the charioteer of Bienor, killed by Agamemnon.[16]
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Hephaestus

Hephaestus

Hephaestus at the Forge by Guillaume Coustou the Younger (Louvre)

God of Fire, Metalworking, Stone masonry, and the Art of Sculpture.

Abode Mount Olympus

Symbol Hammer, Anvil, Tongs, and/or quail

Consort Aphrodite, Aglaea

Parents Hera and Zeus, or Hera alone

Siblings Ares, Eileithyia, Enyo and Hebe

Children Thalia, Eucleia, Eupheme, Philophrosyne, Palikoi, Kabeiroi, Kabeirides and Euthenia

Roman equivalent Vulcan

Hephaestus (   /hɪˈfiːstəs/, /həˈfɛstəs/ or /hɪˈfɛstəs/; 8 spellings; Ancient Greek Ἥφαιστος Hēphaistos) was a
Greek god whose Roman equivalent was Vulcan. He is the son of Zeus and Hera, the King and Queen of the Gods -
or else, according to some accounts, of Hera alone. He was the god of technology, blacksmiths, craftsmen, artisans,
sculptors, metals, metallurgy, fire and volcanoes.[1]

Like other mythic smiths but unlike most other gods, Hephaestus was lame, which gave him a grotesque appearance
in Greek eyes. He served as the blacksmith of the gods, and he was worshipped in the manufacturing and industrial
centres of Greece, particularly in Athens. The center of his cult was in Lemnos.[2] Hephaestus's symbols are a smith's
hammer, an anvil and a pair of tongs.

Epithets
Hephaestus is given many epithets, some of which include:[3]

• Åmphigúeis “the lame one” (ἀμφιγύεις)
• Kullopodíon “the halting” (κυλλοποδίων)
• Chalkeús “coppersmith” (χαλκεύς)
• Klutotéchnes “renowned artificer” (κλυτοτέχνης)
• Polúmetis “shrewd, crafty” or “of many devices” (πολύμητις)
• Aetnaeus, owing to his workshop supposedly being located below Mount Aetna.[4]
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Mythology

The craft of Hephaestus

Vulcan (Roman counterpart of Hephaestus) by
Peter Paul Rubens.

Hephaestus had his own palace on Olympus: it contained his workshop
replete with an anvil and twenty bellows, which worked at his bidding.
(Il. xviii. 370, &c.) Hephaestus crafted much of the magnificent
equipment of the gods, and almost any finely-wrought metalwork
imbued with powers that appears in Greek myth is said to have been
forged by Hephaestus: Hermes' winged helmet and sandals, the Aegis
breastplate, Aphrodite's famed girdle, Agamemnon's staff of office,[5]

Achilles' armor, Heracles' bronze clappers, Helios' chariot as well as
his own due to his lameness, the shoulder of Pelops, Eros' bow and
arrows. In later accounts, Hephaestus worked with the help of the
chthonic Cyclopes, his assistants in the forge, Brontes, Steropes and
Pyracmon among them .[6] (Virg. Aen. viii. 416, &c.)

He also built automatons of metal to work for him. This included
tripods that walked to and from Mount Olympus. He gave to blinded
Orion his apprentice Cedalion as a guide. In one version of the myth,
Prometheus stole the fire that he gave to man from Hephaestus's forge.
Hephaestus also created the gift that the gods gave to man, the woman
Pandora and her pithos. Being a skilled blacksmith, Hephaestus created
all the thrones in the Palace of Olympus.[7]

Parentage

In the mainstream tradition, clearly attested in Homer's Odyssey and
perhaps also in the Iliad (and supported by Attic vase paintings), Hephaestus was born of the union of Zeus and
Hera.[8] In another tradition, attested by Hesiod, Hera bore Hephaestus alone.[9] This clashes with the common story
where Hephaestus split the head of Zeus, for Hephaestus is there represented as older than Athena.

Fall from Olympus
According to one version, Hera threw Hephaestus down from the heavens because he was "shrivelled of foot". He
fell into the ocean and was brought up by Thetis (mother of Achilles) and the Oceanid Eurynome.[10]

In another account, Hephaestus, attempting to rescue his mother from Zeus, was flung down by Zeus. He fell for an
entire day and landed on the island of Lemnos, where he was cared for and taught to be a master craftsman by the
Sintians, an ancient tribe native to that island.[11] (Hom. Il. i. 590, &c. Val. Flacc. ii. 8.5; Apollod. i. 3. § 5, who,
however, confounds the two occasions on which Hephaestus was thrown from Olympus.) Later writers describe his
lameness as the consequence of his second fall, while Homer makes him lame and weak from his birth.
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Return to Olympus
Hephaestus was the only Olympian said to have returned to Olympus after being exiled.
In an archaic story,[12] Hephaestus gained revenge against Hera for rejecting him by making her a magical golden
throne, which, when she sat on it, did not allow her to leave it.[13] The other gods begged Hephaestus to return to
Olympus to let her go, but he refused, saying "I have no mother".[14]

The western face of the Doric temple of Hephaestus, Agora of
Athens.

At last Dionysus, sent to fetch him, shared his wine,
intoxicating the smith, and took him back to Olympus
on the back of a mule accompanied by revelers, a scene
that sometimes appears on painted pottery of Attica and
in Corinth,[15] as well. In the painted scenes the padded
dancers and phallic figures of the Dionysan throng
leading the mule show that the procession was a part of
the dithyrambic celebrations that were the forerunners,
in Athens, of the satyr plays of the fifth century.[16]

The theme of the return of Hephaestus, popular among
the Attic vase-painters whose wares were favored
among the Etruscans, may have carried this theme to
Etruria.[17] As vase-painters portrayed the procession,
Hephaestus was mounted on a mule or a horse,
accompanied by Dionysus, who held the bridle and carried Hephaestus' tools, which include a double-headed axe.

The traveller Pausanias reported seeing a painting in the temple of Dionysus in Athens, which had been built in the
5th century but may have been decorated at any time before the 2nd century CE, when Pausanias saw it:

"There are paintings here – Dionysus bringing Hephaestus up to heaven. One of the Greek legends is
that Hephaestus, when he was born, was thrown down by Hera. In revenge he sent as a gift a golden
chair with invisible fetters. When Hera sat down she was held fast, and Hephaestus refused to listen to
any other of the gods save Dionysus – in him he reposed the fullest trust – and after making him drunk
Dionysus brought him to heaven."[18]

Consorts and children
According to most versions, Hephaestus's consort is Aphrodite, who cheats on him with a number of gods and
mortals, including the god Ares. However, in Homer's Iliad, the consort of Hephaestus is a lesser Aphrodite, Charis
"the grace" or Aglaia "the glorious", the youngest of the Graces, as Hesiod calls her.[19]

There is a Temple of Hephaestus in Athens, the Hephaesteum (miscalled the "Theseum"), located near the agora, or
marketplace. An Athenian founding myth tells that the city's patron goddess, Athena, refused a union with
Hephaestus because of his unsightly appearance and crippled nature, and that when he became angry and forceful
with her, she disappeared from the bed. His ejaculate fell on the earth, impregnating Gaia, who subsequently gave
birth to Erichthonius of Athens;[20] then the surrogate mother gave the child to Athena to foster, guarded by a
serpent.
On the island of Lemnos, his consort was the sea nymph Cabeiro, by whom he was the father of two metalworking
gods named the Cabeiri.
In Sicily, his consort was the nymph Aetna, and his sons two gods of Sicilian geysers called Palici. With Thalia,
Hephaestus was sometimes considered the father of the Palici.
Hephaestus fathered several children with mortals and immortals alike. One of those children was the robber
Periphetes.
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This is the full list of his consorts and children according to the various accounts:
1.1. Aphrodite
2.2. Aglaea

1.1. Eucleia
2.2. Euthenia
3.3. Eupheme
4.4. Philophrosyne

3.3. Aetna
1. The Palici

4.4. Cabeiro
1. The Cabeiri

5.5. Gaia
1.1. Erichthonius

6.6. Anticleia
1.1. Periphetes

7.7. by unknown mothers
1.1. Ardalus
2. Cercyon (possibly)
3.3. Olenus
4. Palaemonius, Argonaut
5.5. Philottus
6.6. Pylius
7.7. Spinter

In addition, the Romans claim their equivalent god, Vulcan, to have produced the following children:
1.1. Cacus
2.2. Caeculus

Hephaestus and Aphrodite
Hephaestus, being the most unfaltering of the gods, was given Aphrodite’s hand in marriage by Zeus in order to
prevent conflict over her between the other gods.
Hephaestus and Aphrodite had an arranged marriage and Aphrodite, disliking the idea of being married to unsightly
Hephaestus, began an affair with Ares, the god of war. Eventually, Hephaestus found out about Aphrodite’s
promiscuity from Helios, the all-seeing Sun, and planned a trap for them during one of their trysts. While Aphrodite
and Ares lay together in bed, Hephaestus ensnared them in an unbreakable chain-link net so small as to be invisible
and dragged them to Mount Olympus to shame them in front of the other gods for retribution.
However, the gods laughed at the sight of these naked lovers and Poseidon persuaded Hephaestus to free them in
return for a guarantee that Ares would pay the adulterer's fine. Hephaestus states in the Odyssey that he would return
Aphrodite to her father and demand back his bride price: this is the one episode that links them.
The Thebans told that the union of Ares and Aphrodite produced Harmonia, as lovely as a second Aphrodite. But of
the union of Hephaestus with Aphrodite, there was no issue, unless Virgil was serious when he said that Eros was
their child.[21] Later authors might explain this statement when they say the love-god was sired by Ares but passed
off to Hephaestus as his own son.
Hephaestus was somehow connected with the archaic, pre-Greek Phrygian and Thracian mystery cult of the 
Kabeiroi, who were also called the Hephaistoi, "the Hephaestus-men," in Lemnos. One of the three Lemnian tribes
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also called themselves Hephaestion and claimed direct descent from the god.

Hephaestus and Athena
Hephaestus is to the male gods as Athena is to the females, for he gives skill to mortal artists and was believed to
have taught men the arts alongside Athena. (Od. vi. 233, xxiii. 160. Hymn. in Vaulc. 2. &c.) He was nevertheless
believed to be far inferior to the sublime character of Athena. At Athens they had temples and festivals in common.
(See Dict of Ant. s. v. Hêphaisteia, Chalkeia.) Both were believed to have great healing powers, and Lemnian earth
(terra Lemnia) from the spot on which Hephaestus had fallen was believed to cure madness, the bites of snakes, and
haemorrhage, and priests of Hephaestus knew how to cure wounds inflicted by snakes. (Philostr. Heroic. v. 2;
Eustath. ad Hom. p. 330; Dict. Cret. ii. 14.)
He was represented in the temple of Athena Chalcioecus (Athena of the Bronze House[22])at Sparta, in the act of
delivering his mother (Paus. iii. 17. § 3); on the chest of Cypselus, giving Achilles's armour to Thetis (v. 19. § 2);
and at Athens there was the famous statue of Hephaestus by Alcamenes, in which his lameness was only subtly
portrayed. (Cic. de Nat. Deor. i. 30; Val. Max. viii. 11. § 3.) The Greeks frequently placed small dwarf-like statues of
Hephaestus near their hearths, and these figures are the oldest of all his representations. (Herod. iii. 37; Aristoph. Av.
436; Callim. Hymnn. in Dian. 60.) During the best period of Grecian art he was represented as a vigorous man with a
beard, and is characterised by his hammer or some other crafting tool, his oval cap, and the Chiton (costume).

Volcano god
Hephaestus was identified by Greek colonists in southern Italy with the volcano gods Adranus (of Mount Etna) and
Vulcanus of the Lipari islands. His forge was moved to the Lipari by the poets. The first-century sage Apollonius of
Tyana is said to have observed, "there are many other mountains all over the earth that are on fire, and yet we should
never be done with it if we assigned to them giants and gods like Hephaestus".[23]

Miscellania
In the Trojan war he sided with the Greeks, but he was also worshipped by the Trojans and saved one of their men
from being killed by Diomedes. (Il. v. 9, &c.)
His favourite place in the mortal world was the island of Lemnos, where he liked to dwell among the Sintians (Od.
viii. 283, &c., Il. i. 593; Ov Fast. viii. 82), but he also frequented other volcanic islands such as Lipara, Hiera, Imbros
and Sicily, which are called his abodes or workshops. (Apollon. Rhod iii. 41; Callim. Hymn. in Dian. 47; Serv. ad
Aen. viii. 416; Strab. p. 275; Plin. H. N. iii. 9; Val. Flacc. ii. 96.)
The epithets and surnames by which Hephaestus is designated by the poets generally allude to his skill in the plastic
arts or to his figure and his lameness.
The Greeks frequently placed small dwarf-like statues of Hephaestus near their hearths, and these figures are the
oldest of all his representations. (Herod. iii. 37; Aristoph. Av. 436; Callim. Hymnn. in Dian. 60.)
Hephaestus was sometimes portrayed as a vigorous man with a beard, and was characterised by his hammer or some
other crafting tool, his oval cap, and the Chiton (costume).

Symbolism
Hephaestus was reported in myth as cholōs, "lame", and ēpedanos, "halting".[24] He was depicted with crippled feet,
and misshapen, either from birth or as a result of his fall from Olympus. In vase-paintings, Hephaestus is usually
shown lame and bent over his anvil, hard at work on a metal creation, his feet sometimes back-to-front: Hephaistos
amphigyēeis. He walked with the aid of a stick. The Argonaut Palaimonius, "son of Hephaestus" (i.e. a bronze-smith)
was also lame.[25]
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Other "sons of Hephaestus" were the Cabeiri on the island of Samothrace; they were identified with the crab
(karkinos) by the lexicographer Hesychius, and the adjective karkinopous ("crab-footed") signified "lame",
according to Detienne and Vernant.[26] The Cabeiri were seen as lame too.
In some myths, Hephaestus built himself a "wheeled chair" or chariot with which to move around, thus helping him
overcome his lameness while showing the other gods his skill.[27] In Homer's Iliad it is said that Hephaestus built
some bronze human machines to help him get around.
Hephaestus’s ugly appearance and lameness is taken by some to represent arsenicosis, an effect of low levels of
arsenic exposure that would result in lameness and skin cancers. In place of less easily available tin, arsenic was
added to copper in the Bronze Age to harden it; like the hatters, crazed by their exposure to mercury, who inspired
Lewis Carroll's famous character of the Mad Hatter, most smiths of the Bronze Age would have suffered from
chronic poisoning as a result of their livelihood. Consequently, the mythic image of the lame smith is widespread.[28]

Comparative mythology
Parallels in other mythological systems for Hephaestos's symbolism include the following:
• In Ugarit, the craftsman-god Kothar Hasis is identified from afar by his distinctive walk, possibly suggesting that

he limps.[29]

• In Egypt, Herodotus was given to understand, the craftsman-god Ptah was a dwarf.[30]

• In Norse mythology there was the lame bronzeworker Weyland the Smith.

Minor planet
The minor planet 2212 Hephaistos discovered in 1978 by Soviet astronomer Lyudmila Chernykh is named in his
honor.[31]
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Peleus

Peleus consigns Achilles to Chiron's
care, white-ground lekythos by the

Edinburgh Painter, ca. 500 BC,
(National Archaeological Museum of

Athens)

In Greek mythology, Peleus (   /ˈpɛlˌjuːs/; Greek: Πηλεύς, Pēleus) was a hero
whose myth was already known to the hearers of Homer in the late 8th century
BC.[1] Peleus was the son of Aeacus, king of the island of Aegina,[2] and Endeïs,
the oread of Mount Pelion in Thessaly;[3] he was the father of Achilles. He and
his brother Telamon were friends of Heracles, serving in his expedition against
the Amazons, his war against King Laomedon, and with him in the quest for the
Golden Fleece. Though there were no further kings in Aegina, the kings of
Epirus claimed descent from Peleus in the historic period.[4]

Life myth

Peleus and his brother Telamon killed their half-brother Phocus, perhaps in a
hunting accident and certainly in an unthinking moment,[5] and fled Aegina to
escape punishment. In Phthia, Peleus was purified by Eurytion and married
Antigone, Eurytion's daughter, by whom he had a daughter, Polydora. Eurytion
received the barest mention among the Argonauts, where Peleus and Telamon
were also present, "yet not together, nor from one place, for they dwelt far apart
and distant from Aigina;"[6] but Peleus accidentally killed Eurytion during the
hunt for the Calydonian Boar and fled from Phthia.

Peleus was purified of the murder of Eurytion in Iolcus by Acastus. Astydameia, Acastus' wife, fell in love with
Peleus but he scorned her. Bitter, she sent a messenger to Antigone to tell her that Peleus was to marry Acastus'
daughter. As a result, Antigone hanged herself.

Astydameia then told Acastus that Peleus had tried to rape her. Acastus took Peleus on a hunting trip and hid his
sword then abandoned him right before a group of centaurs attacked. Chiron, the wise centaur, or, according to
another source, Hermes, returned Peleus' sword with magical powers and Peleus managed to escape.[7] He pillaged
Iolcus and dismembered Astydameia, then marched his army between the rended limbs. Acastus and Astydamia
were dead and the kingdom fell to Jason's son, Thessalus.
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Marriage to Thetis

Peleus makes off with his prize bride Thetis, who has vainly assumed animal
forms to escape him: Boeotian black-figure dish, ca. 500 BC–475 BC

After Antigone's death, Peleus married the
sea-nymph Thetis. He was able to win her with
the aid of Proteus, who told Peleus how to
overcome Thetis' ability to change her form.[8]

Their wedding feast was attended by many of the
Olympian gods. As a wedding present, Poseidon
gave Peleus two immortal horses: Balius and
Xanthus. During the feast, Eris produced the
Apple of Discord, which started the quarrel that
led to the Judgement of Paris and eventually to
the Trojan War. The marriage of Peleus and
Thetis produced a son, Achilles.

Peleus' son Achilles

Thetis attempted to render her son Achilles
invulnerable. In a familiar version, she dipped
him in the River Styx, holding him by one heel,
which remained vulnerable. In an early and less
popular version of the story, Thetis anointed the
boy in ambrosia and put him on top of a fire to burn away the mortal parts of his body. She was interrupted by Peleus
and she abandoned both father and son in a rage, leaving his heel vulnerable. A nearly identical story is told by
Plutarch, in his On Isis and Osiris, of the goddess Isis burning away the mortality of Prince Maneros of Byblos, son
of Queen Astarte, and being likewise interrupted before completing the process.

Peleus gave Achilles to the centaur Chiron, to raise on Mt. Pelion, which took its name from Peleus.
In the Iliad, Achilles uses Peleus' immortal horses and also wields his father's spear.

Peleus in hero-cult
Though the tomb of Aeacus remained in a shrine enclosure in the most conspicuous part of the port city, a
quadrangular enclosure of white marble sculpted with bas-reliefs, in the form in which Pausanias saw it, with the
tumulus of Phocus nearby,[9] there was no temenos of Peleus at Aegina. Two versions of Peleus' fate account for this;
in Euripides' Troades, Acastus, son of Pelias, has exiled him from Phthia;[10] and subsequently he died in exile; in
another, he was reunited with Thetis and made immortal.
In antiquity, according to a fragment of Callimachus' lost Aitia,[11] there was a tomb of Peleus in Ikos (modern
Alonissos), an island of the northern Sporades; there Peleus was venerated as "king of the Myrmidons" and the
"return of the hero" was celebrated annually.[12] And there was his tomb, according to a poem in the Greek
Anthology.[13]

The only other reference to veneration of Peleus comes from the Christian Clement of Alexandria, in his polemical
Exhortation to the Greeks. Clement attributes his source to a "collection of marvels" by a certain "Monimos" of
whom nothing is known, and claims, in pursuit of his thesis that daimon-worshipers become as cruel as their gods,
that in "Pella of Thessaly human sacrifice is offered to Peleus and Cheiron, the victim being an Achaean".[14] Of this,
the continuing association of Peleus and Chiron is the most dependable detail.[15]
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Peleus in Athenian tragedy
A Peleus by Sophocles is lost. He appears as a character in Euripides' tragedy Andromache (c. 425 BC).

Notes
[1] Peleus is mentioned in Homer's Odyssey during the conversation between Odysseus and the dead Achilles.
[2] The island lies in the Saronic Gulf opposite the coast of Epidaurus; it had once been called Oenone, Pausanias was informed.
[3] In poetry he and Telamon are sometimes the Endeides, the "sons of Endeis"; see, for example, Pausanias 2.29.10.
[4] Pausanias, 2.29.4.
[5] "A witless moment" (Apollonius, Argonautica, I. 93,
[6] Apollonius of Rhodes, Argonautica I.90-93, in Peter Green's translation (2007:45).
[7] Aristophanes, The Clouds, 1063-1067.
[8] Ovid, Metamorphoses, XI 219-74.
[9][9] Pausanias, 2.29.6-7
[10] Scholia on Euripides, Troades 1123-28 note that in some accounts the sons of Acastus have cast him out, and that he was received by Molon

in his exile
[11] One of the fragmentary Oxyrhynchus papyri, noted by Lewis Richard Farnell, Greek Hero Cults and Ideas of Immortality: the Gifford

Lectures, "The Cults of Epic Heroes: Peleus" 1921:310f.
[12] Farnell 1921:310f; Farnell remarks on "some ethnic tradition that escapes us, but which led the inhabitants to attach the name of Peleus to

some forgotten grave," so deep was the cultural discontinuity between Mycenaean Greece and the rise of hero-cults in the 8th century BC.
[13][13] Greek Anthology, 7.2.
[14] George William Butterworth, ed. and tr.Clement of Alexandria, "Exhortation to the Greeks" 1919:93.
[15] By way of apology for Clement, Farnell suggests "human sacrifice was occasionally an adjunct of hero-cults, and this at Pella may have

been an exceptional rite prescribed at a crisis by some later oracle." (Farnell 1921:311). Dennis D. Hughes, Human Sacrifice in Ancient
Greece (Routledge, 1991) offers a skeptical view of the actuality of human sacrifices during historical times.
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Philoctetes

Philoctetes

Philoctetes (Greek: Φιλοκτήτης, Philoctētēs; English
pronunciation:   /ˌfɪləkˈtiːtiːz/, stressed on the third
syllable, -tet-[1]), or Philocthetes, was, according to
Greek mythology, the son of King Poeas of Meliboea
in Thessaly. He was a Greek hero, famed as an archer,
and was a participant in the Trojan War. He was the
subject of at least two plays by Sophocles, one of
which is named after him, and one each by both
Aeschylus and Euripides. However, only one
Sophoclean play survives—Aeschylus' Philoctetes,
Euripides' Philoctetes and Sophocles Philoctetes at
Troy are all lost except for some fragments. He is also
mentioned in Homer's Iliad; Book 2 describes his exile
on the island of Lemnos, his wound by snake-bite, and
his eventual recall by the Greeks. The recall of
Philoctetes is told in the lost epic Little Iliad, where his
retrieval was accomplished by Odysseus and
Diomedes. Philoctetes killed three men at Troy.[2]

The stories

Philoctetes was the son of King Poeas of the city of Meliboea in Thessaly. He was considered one of the lovers of
the hero Heracles, and when Heracles wore the shirt of Nessus and built his funeral pyre, no one would light it for
him except for Philoctetes or in other versions his father Poeas. This gained him the favor of the newly deified
Heracles. Because of this, Philoctetes or Poeas is given Heracles' bow and poisoned arrows.

Philoctetes was one of the many eligible Greeks who competed for the hand of Helen, the Spartan princess;
according to legend, she was the most beautiful woman in the world. As such, he was required to participate in the
conflict to reclaim her for Menelaus in the Trojan War. Philoctetes was stranded on the Island of Lemnos or Chryse
by the Greeks on the way to Troy. There are at least four separate tales about what happened to strand Philoctetes on
his journey to Troy, but all indicate that he received a wound on his foot that festered and had a terrible smell. One
version holds that Philoctetes was bitten by a snake that Hera sent to molest him as punishment for his or his father's
service to Heracles. Another tradition says that the Greeks forced Philoctetes to show them where Heracles's ashes
were deposited. Philoctetes would not break his oath by speech, so he went to the spot and placed his foot upon the
site. Immediately, he was injured in the foot that touched the soil over the ashes. Yet another tradition has it that
when the Achaeans, en route to Troy at the beginning of the war, came to the island of Tenedos, Achilles angered
Apollo by killing King Tenes, allegedly the god's son. When, in expiation, the Achaeans offered a sacrifice to
Apollo, a snake came out from the altar and bit Philoctetes. Finally, it is said that Philoctetes received his terrible
wound on the island of Chryse, when he unknowingly trespassed into the shrine of the nymph after whom the island
was named (this is the version in the extant play by Sophocles). A modern interpretation of the cause of his wound is
that he was scratched by a poisoned arrow. Commonly tips of arrows were poisoned with a combination of
fermented viper venom, blood or plasma, and feces. Even a scratch would result in death, sometimes drawn out. A
person who survives would do so with a festering wound. [3]

Regardless of the cause of the wound, Philoctetes was exiled by the Greeks and was angry at the treatment he 
received from Odysseus, King of Ithaca, who had advised the Atreidae to strand him. Medôn took control of
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Philoctetes' men, and Philoctetes himself remained on Lemnos, alone, for ten years.

Marble Slab with the Recall of Philoctetes -
Archeological Museum of Brauron

Helenus, the prophetic son of King Priam of Troy, was forced to
reveal, under torture, that one of the conditions of the Greeks' winning
the war was that they needed the bow and arrows of Heracles. Upon
hearing this, Odysseus and a group of men (usually including
Diomedes) rushed back to Lemnos to recover Heracles' weapons. (As
Sophocles writes it in his play named Philoctetes, Odysseus is
accompanied by Neoptolemus, Achilles' son, also known as Pyrrhus.
Other versions of the myth don't include Neoptolemus.) Surprised to
find the archer alive, the Greeks balked on what to do next. Odysseus
tricked the weaponry away from Philoctetes, but Diomedes refused to
take the weapons without the man. Heracles, who had become a god
many years earlier, came down from Olympus and told Philoctetes to
go and that he would be healed by the son of Asclepius and win great honor as a hero of the Achaean army. Once
back in military company outside Troy, they employed either Machaon the surgeon (who may have been killed by
Eurypylus of Mysia, son of Telephus, depending on the account) or more likely Podalirius the physician, both sons
of the immortal physician Asclepius, to heal his wound permanently. Philoctetes challenged and would have killed
Paris, son of Priam, in single combat were it not for the debates over future Greek strategy. In one telling it was
Philoctetes that killed Paris, he fired four times, the first arrow went wide, the second struck his bow hand, the third
hit him in the right eye, the fourth hit him in the heel, there was no need of a fifth shot. Philoctetes sided with
Neoptolemus about continuing to try to storm the city. They were the only two to think so because they had not had
the war-weariness of the prior ten years. Afterward, Philoctetes was among those chosen to hide inside the Trojan
Horse, and during the sack of the city he killed many famed Trojans.

After the war, he returned home to Meliboea, where he found a revolt. From there he went to Italy where he founded
the towns of Petilia and Crimissa in Calabria and established the Brutti. He also aided Sicilian Greeks. When he
died, he was buried next to the Sybaris River.

Modern literature

Drama
• The legend of Philoctetes was used by André Gide in his play Philoctète.
• The East German postmodern dramatist Heiner Müller produced a successful adaptation of Sophocles' play in

1968 in Munich. It became one of his most-performed plays.
• Philoctetes appears in Seamus Heaney's play The Cure at Troy, a "version" of Sophocles' Philoctetes.
• John Jesurun wrote the Philoktetes-variations in 1993 on Ron Vawter's request, it was the actor's last piece of

work, considered his artistic testament, being performed while the actor was dying of AIDS. The play has
consequently also become a metaphor for AIDS, with Philoktetes as a plagued outcast.
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Poetry
•• The myth of Philoctetes is the inspiration for William Wordsworth's sonnet "When Philoctetes in the Lemnian

Isle," though here the thematic focus is not the Greek warrior's magical bow or gruesome injury, but his
abandonment. The poem is about the companionship and solace provided by Nature when all human society has
been withdrawn.

• Philoctetes being retrieved by Neoptolemus is the subject of the Greek poet Yannis Ritsos' long poem
"Philoctetes" (1963–1965), a monologue in which the youth Neoptolemus convinces Philoctetes to follow him
back to the war that will be won by the ruse of the Trojan Horse. Disguise and seeming are the subject of the
poem:

"No one will comprehend your freedom's unmarred joy / or be frightened by it ever. The mask of action,
/ which I have brought you hidden in my pack, will conceal / your remote, transparent face. Put it on.
Let's be going."
(Translated by Peter Bien)

• Philoctetes appears as a character in two Michael Ondaatje poems, entitled "The Goodnight" and "Philoctetes On
The Island." Both appear in his 1979 book, There's a trick with a knife I'm learning to do.

• Derek Walcott's modern Caribbean epic, Omeros, includes a character named Philoctete; he receives a wound and
clearly alludes to the Greek narrative.

• Philoctetes is mentioned in Poem VIII of "21 Love Poems" by Adrienne Rich:
"I can see myself years back at Sunion, hurting with an inflated foot, Philoctetes in woman's form,
limping the long path, lying on a headland over the dark sea, looking down the red rocks to where a
soundless curl of white told me a wave had struck, imagining the pull of that water from that height,
knowing deliberate suicide wasn't my metier, yet all the time nursing, measuring that wound."

Chapter 11 of Ursula Krechel's long poem Stimmen aus dem harten Kern (2005) focuses on Philoctetes. (Bilingual
edition Voices from the Bitter Core, trans. Amy Kepple Strawser 2010.)
The Odyssey

Novels
• The legend of Philoctetes was, in part, the inspiration for Robert Silverberg's science fiction novel The Man in the

Maze.
• In the novel, The Division Of The Spoils, the last part of The Raj Quartet by Paul Scott, filmed as the TV series

The Jewel In The Crown in 1984, "Philoctetes" is used as his pen name by Hari Kumar for his articles in the
Ranpur Gazette.

• In Malcolm Lowry's Under the Volcano, Hugh Firmin escapes his British upbringing by enlisting as a sailor on
the ship Philoctetes.

• In the 1998 novel Sirena by Donna Jo Napoli, Philoctetes is included as a main character. The book focuses on
the title character Sirena, a mermaid who falls in love with Philoctetes, during his stay on Lemnos. The main
conflict of the book is overcoming the differences between species, and the differences in longevity, by his love
she gains immortality. and Sirena's doubts of whether his love is true or a result of her enchanted song. She cared
for him and tended to his wounds, caused by a serpent of Hera. They would heal during the day, and return at
night. In the novel it is Achilles's son, Neoptolemus, who refuses to leave Philoctetes behind, but after having
them returned, he leaves a single arrow with her, and returns to Greece.

• Mark Merlis features a version of Philoctetes in his 1998 AIDS-themed novel An Arrow's Flight.
• Philoctetes makes several appearances in the 2007 French novel/collection of linked short stories La chaussure 

sur le toit by Vincent Delecroix. In 'L'élément tragique', Philoctète is a character who has been abandoned with a 
weapon and a festering leg wound on the roof of Parisian apartment building; a Ulysse and a young Néoptolème
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are also part of the story. In another related story,'Caractère de chien', a dog narrates the story of his master, a
writer so obsessed with the story of Philoctéte and overcome by the notion of abandonment that it becomes a
self-fulfilling prophecy.

Cinema
• Philoctetes makes an appearance in the 1997 animated movie Hercules. In it, Philoctetes (usually referred to

simply as "Phil") is a satyr and Hercules' trainer. He is voiced by Danny DeVito.

Television
• The Torchwood episode "Greeks Bearing Gifts" has the alien serial-killer Mary (played by Daniella Denby-Ashe)

refer to herself as Philoctetes, in reference to his exile on Lemnos. She was transported to Earth for crimes which
she described as "political" but her testimony is probably untrustworthy. Unlike classical Philoctetes, she is not
recalled to her home but, rather, consigned by Captain Jack to the center of the Sun.

Essays
• Sophocles' play forms the basis of an essay by Edmund Wilson The Wound and the Bow, in the book of the same

name.

Modern art

Painting
• "Philoctetes on the Island of Lemnos" by James Barry, 1770, now in the Pinacoteca Nazionale in Bologna (Image

[4]).
• "The Wounded Philoctetes" by Nikolaj Abraham Abildgaard, 1775, now in the Statens Museum for Kunst in

Copenhagen, which is also used as the front cover for the Penguin Classics edition of the novel, Frankenstein, by
Mary Shelley. (Image [5]).

• "Philoctetes on Lemnos" by Jean Germain Drouais, 1788, now in the Musée des Beaux-Arts in Chartres (Image
[6]).

• "Dying Philoctetes" by Vincenzo Baldacci, 1807, now in the Pinacoteca Comunale in Cesena (Image)

Sculpture
• "Wounded Philoctetes" by Herman Wilhelm Bissen, now in the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek in Copenhagen (Image

[7]).
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Phrontis
Phrontis (Greek Φροντις) was one of four (or five) sons of Phrixus and Chalciope. He was also a grandson of King
Aeëtes of Colchis .
Phrontis and his brothers were raised in Colchis, but after their father died, he and his brothers set out to avenge their
father’s ill treatment in the hands of king Athamas of Orchomenus and were stranded on the Island of Ares the War
God in the Black Sea until they were rescued from the island by the Jason and the Argonauts. Once Jason received
discovered that Phrontis and his brothers were grandsons of King Aeëtes of Colchis, Jason convinced Phrontis and
his brothers to return with him to Colchis and help him to obtain the Golden Fleece. Jason also questioned Phrontis
and his brothers on the layout and security of the land. After the Fleece was retrieved from Colchis, Phrontis and his
brothers returned with the Argo's crew to Greece. His brothers were Cytissorus, Argus and Melas, and, according to
some accounts, Presbon was another one of his brothers.
Another story of Phrontis transpired many years after the Argonautical travels and involves Phrontis' brother Melas
as a traveling merchant who was apprehended and kept in captivity by the oppressive king Talycrates (Ταλυκρατης)
of the city of Ionetrea (Ιονητρεια) in the Caucasus along the Cyrus River. Many other traveling merchants who
journeyed through the Caucasus were held in captivity as well. Talycrates hoped that, by holding captive as many
merchants from Greece and Anatolia as possible, he could economically weaken the wealthy city-states in those
regions, giving him a great advantage of conquest. Once Phrontis received word of his brother's captivity, he felt
compelled to travel the long journey to rescue his brother. Phrontis prayed to Zeus for help and Zeus gave Phrontis'
horse Tempestris the wings of an eagle (Zeus' sacred animal), enabling the horse to fly over the high Caucasus
Mountains and carry Phrontis safely to Ionetrea. After arriving at Ionetrea, Phrontis freed his brother Melas, and
many other Greek and Anatolian traveling merchants, from prison bonds. Afterward he helped the inhabitants of
Ionetrea to revolt and to overthrow and kill Talycrates, thus liberating the Ionetreans from his tyrannical oppression.
An Ionetrean maiden named Lystra joined Phrontis and Melas on the journey back to Greece, and Phrontis married
Lystra in Greece.

Other uses
• Phrontis was wife of Panthous and mother of Euphorbus and Hyperenor
• Phrontis was the helmsman of Menelaus

References
• Argonauts [1]

• Family of Phrontis [2]

• Argonauts: Phrontis [3]
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Poeas
In Greek mythology, Poeas, or Poias was one of the Argonauts and a friend of Heracles.
• As an Argonaut, Poeas is identified as the greatest archer of the group. When facing the giant Talos, some

accounts say Medea drugged the bronze giant and Poeas shot an arrow to poison him in his heel.
• More famously, Poeas had a role in the apotheosis of Heracles. When Heracles realized he was dying from

poisonous centaur blood he demanded a funeral pyre built and lit once he stood atop it. Yet, none of his own men
would light the pyre, a passer-by (Poeas) was asked by Heracles to light the pyre. In return for this favor Heracles
bestowed his famed bow and poison arrows upon Poeas. Other versions had his son Philoctetes as the passer-by
or that Poeas assigned Philoctetes the task.

• Poeas was also the king of Meliboea in Thessaly.

Talaus
In Greek mythology, Talaus (Ancient Greek: Ταλαός) was the king of Argos and one of the Argonauts.[1] He was
the son of Bias and Pero. His wife was Lysimache, daughter of Abas (also known as Eurynome, Lysippe[2] or
Lysianassa, daughter of Polybus[3]). He was the father of Adrastus, Aristomachus, Astynome, Eriphyle, Mecisteus,
Metidice, and Pronax.[4][5][6]
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Telamon

Architectural telamon on the Wayne County, Ohio courthouse.

In Greek mythology, Telamon (in Ancient Greek,
Τελαμών), son of the king Aeacus of Aegina, and
Endeis and brother of Peleus, accompanied Jason as one
of his Argonauts, and was present at the hunt for the
Calydonian Boar. In the Iliad he was the father of Greek
heroes Ajax the Great and Teucer the Archer by
different mothers. Some accounts mention a third son of
his, Trambelus.[1][2] He and Peleus were also close
friends with Heracles, assisting him on his expeditions
against the Amazons and against Troy (see below).

In an earlier account recorded by Pherecydes, Telamon
and Peleus were not brothers, but friends. According to
this account, Telamon was the son of Actaeus and
Glauce, with the latter being the daughter of Cychreus,
king of Salamis;[3] and Telamon married Periboea,
daughter of King Alcathous of Megara.

Life

After killing their half-brother, Phocus, Telamon and
Peleus had to leave Aegina. King Cychreus of Salamis
welcomed Telamon and befriended him. Telamon
married Cychreus' daughter Periboea, who gave birth to
Ajax. Later, Cychreus gave Telamon his kingdom. In
other versions of the myth Cychreus' daughter is named Glauce, and Periboea is Telamon's second wife, and the
daughter of Alcathous.

Telamon also figures in both versions of Heracles' sacking of Troy, which was ruled by King Laomedon (or Tros in
the alternate versions). Before the Trojan War, Poseidon sent a sea monster to attack Troy.

In the King Tros version, Heracles (along with Telamon and Oicles) agreed to kill the monster if Tros would give
him the horses he received from Zeus as compensation for Zeus' kidnapping Ganymede, Tros' son. Tros agreed;
Heracles succeeded and Telamon married Hesione, Tros' daughter, giving birth to Teucer by her.
In the King Laomedon version, Laomedon planned on sacrificing his daughter Hesione to Poseidon in the hope of
appeasing him. Heracles rescued her at the last minute and killed both the monster and Laomedon and Laomedon's
sons, except for Ganymede, who was on Mt. Olympus, and Podarces, who saved his own life by giving Heracles a
golden veil Hesione had made. Telamon took Hesione as a war prize and married her, and she gave birth to Teucer
by him. Due to Ajax committing suicide at Troy, Telamon banished Teucer from Salamis for not bringing his brother
home.
In Apollodorus' Library, Telamon was almost killed during the siege of Troy. Telamon was the first one to break 
through the Trojan wall, which enraged Hercules as he was coveting that glory for himself. Hercules was about to 
cut him down with his sword when Telamon began to quickly assemble an altar out of nearby stones in honor of 
Hercules. Hercules was so pleased, after the sack of Troy he gave Telamon Hesione as a wife. Hesione requested that 
she be able to bring her brother Podarces with her. Hercules would not allow it unless Hesione bought Podarces as a 
slave. Hesione paid for her brother with a veil. Podarces name was then changed to Priam – which, according to
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Greek author Apollodorus, was derived from the Greek phrase “to buy”.

The Telamon
The Telamon (also Song of Telamon, Telamon Song, Telamon-song) is an ancient Greek song (fl. 5th century BC)
only found referred to by name in some ancient Greek plays[4] and later scholia or commentaries. It is usually
thought to be a warlike song[5] about Telamon's son Ajax,[6] though some other commentaries thought it to be a
mournful song about Telamon himself.[7] It began with: "Son of Telamon, warlike Ajax! They say you are the
bravest of the Grecians who came to Troy, next to Achilles."[8]

In architecture
In architecture telamons are "colossal male figures used as columns.".[9] (See image above) These are also called
atlas, atlantes or atlantids; they are the male versions of caryatids.

Sources
• Bibliotheca I, viii, 2 and ix 16; II, vi, 4; III, xii,6-7.
• Apollonius Rhodius. Argonautica I, 90-94.
• Ovid. Metamorphoses, VIII, 309.
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[2] Tzetzes on Lycophron, 467
[3] Bibliotheca iii. 12. 6
[4] Especially Aristophanes, Lysistrata, line 1236-1238.
[5] E.g. Anton Powell, Stephen Hodkinson, The Shadow of Sparta, Routledge, 1994, p. 39-40; and most annotated editions of Lysistrata (such as

Jeffrey Henderson, Three Plays by Aristophanes, Routledge, 1996, p. 220).
[6] According to Eustathius of Thessalonica (commentaries on Iliad, Roman Edition, vol. 2, p. 285), the song took this name from its first line,

"Son of Telamon".
[7] According to Erasmus (Adagia, 3, 4, 10: "Canere de Telamone"), the Telamon would have been a plaintive song about the father mourning

his son.
[8] English translation of the Telamon quoted from A Select Collection of English Songs, vol. I, 1783, "A Historical Essay on the Origin and

Progress of National Song", subpage x (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=6a4iAAAAMAAJ& pg=PR15-IA9& dq="Son+ of+ Telamon,+
warlike+ Ajax"& output=html)

[9][9] Hersey, George, The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture, MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, 1998 pp. 125, 126
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Tiphys
In Greek mythology, Tiphys (Τῖφυς), son of Hagnias (or of Phorbas and Hyrmina), was the helmsman of the
Argonauts. He died of a mysterious illness. After his death, Ancaeus piloted the Argo.[1]
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The Trojan War and its Heroes

Trojan War
In Greek mythology, the Trojan War was waged against the city of Troy by the Achaeans (Greeks) after Paris of
Troy took Helen from her husband Menelaus king of Sparta. The war is one of the most important events in Greek
mythology and has been narrated through many works of Greek literature, most notably through Homer's Iliad and
the Odyssey. The Iliad relates a part of the last year of the siege of Troy; the Odyssey describes Odysseus's journey
home. Other parts of the war are contained in a cycle of epic poems, which have survived through fragments.
Episodes from the war provided material for Greek tragedy and other works of Greek literature, and for Roman poets
including Virgil and Ovid.
The war originated from a quarrel between the goddesses Athena, Hera, and Aphrodite, after Eris, the goddess of
strife and discord, gave them a golden apple, sometimes known as the Apple of Discord, marked "for the fairest".
Zeus sent the goddesses to Paris, who judged that Aphrodite, as the "fairest", should receive the apple. In exchange,
Aphrodite made Helen, the most beautiful of all women and wife of Menelaus, fall in love with Paris, who took her
to Troy. Agamemnon, king of Mycenae and the brother of Helen's husband Menelaus, led an expedition of Achaean
troops to Troy and besieged the city for ten years because of Paris' insult. After the deaths of many heroes, including
the Achaeans Achilles and Ajax, and the Trojans Hector and Paris, the city fell to the ruse of the Trojan Horse. The
Achaeans slaughtered the Trojans (except for some of the women and children whom they kept or sold as slaves) and
desecrated the temples, thus earning the gods' wrath. Few of the Achaeans returned safely to their homes and many
founded colonies in distant shores. The Romans later traced their origin to Aeneas, one of the Trojans, who was said
to have led the surviving Trojans to modern day Italy.
The ancient Greeks thought that the Trojan War was a historical event that had taken place in the 13th or 12th
century BC, and believed that Troy was located in modern-day Turkey near the Dardanelles. By modern times, both
the war and the city were widely believed to be non-historical. In 1868, however, the German archaeologist Heinrich
Schliemann met Frank Calvert, who convinced Schliemann that Troy was at Hissarlik and Schliemann took over
Calvert's excavations on property belonging to Calvert[1]; this claim is now accepted by most scholars.[2][3] Whether
there is any historical reality behind the Trojan War is an open question. Many scholars believe that there is a
historical core to the tale, though this may simply mean that the Homeric stories are a fusion of various tales of
sieges and expeditions by Mycenaean Greeks during the Bronze Age. Those who believe that the stories of the
Trojan War are derived from a specific historical conflict usually date it to the 12th or 11th centuries BC, often
preferring the dates given by Eratosthenes, 1194–1184 BC, which roughly corresponds with archaeological evidence
of a catastrophic burning of Troy VIIa.[4]
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Sources

The Burning of Troy (1759/62), oil painting by
Johann Georg Trautmann

The events of the Trojan War are found in many works of Greek
literature and depicted in numerous works of Greek art. There is no
single, authoritative text which tells the entire events of the war.
Instead, the story is assembled from a variety of sources, some of
which report contradictory versions of the events. The most important
literary sources are the two epic poems traditionally credited to Homer,
the Iliad and the Odyssey, composed sometime between the 9th and 6th
centuries BC.[5] Each poem narrates only a part of the war. The Iliad
covers a short period in the last year of the siege of Troy, while the
Odyssey concerns Odysseus's return to his home island of Ithaca,
following the sack of Troy.

Other parts of the Trojan War were told in the poems of the Epic
Cycle, also known as the Cyclic Epics: the Cypria, Aethiopis, Little Iliad, Iliou Persis, Nostoi, and Telegony. Though
these poems survive only in fragments, their content is known from a summary included in Proclus' Chrestomathy.[6]

The authorship of the Cyclic Epics is uncertain. It is generally thought that the poems were written down in the 7th
and 6th century BC, after the composition of the Homeric poems, though it is widely believed that they were based
on earlier traditions.[7] Both the Homeric epics and the Epic Cycle take origin from oral tradition. Even after the
composition of the Iliad, Odyssey, and the Cyclic Epics, the myths of the Trojan War were passed on orally, in many
genres of poetry and through non-poetic storytelling. Events and details of the story that are only found in later
authors may have been passed on through oral tradition and could be as old as the Homeric poems. Visual art, such
as vase-painting, was another medium in which myths of the Trojan War circulated.[8]

In later ages playwrights, historians, and other intellectuals would create works inspired by the Trojan War. The
three great tragedians of Athens, Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, wrote many dramas that portray episodes
from the Trojan War. Among Roman writers the most important is the 1st century BC poet Virgil. In Book 2 of the
Aeneid, Aeneas narrates the sack of Troy; this section of the poem is thought to rely on material from the Cyclic Epic
Iliou Persis.

Legend
The following summary of the Trojan War follows the order of events as given in Proclus' summary, along with the
Iliad, Odyssey, and Aeneid, supplemented with details drawn from other authors.

Origins of the war

The plan of Zeus

According to Greek mythology, Zeus had become king of the gods by overthrowing his father Cronus; Cronus in
turn had overthrown his father Uranus. Zeus was not faithful to his wife and sister Hera, and had many relationships
from which many children were born. Since Zeus believed that there were too many people populating the earth, he
envisioned Momus[9] or Themis,[10] who was to use the Trojan War as a means to depopulate the Earth, especially of
his demigod descendants.[11]
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The Judgement of Paris

The Judgment of Paris (1904) by Enrique
Simonet

Zeus came to learn from either Themis[12] or Prometheus, after
Heracles had released him from Caucasus,[13] that, like his father
Cronus, one of his sons would overthrow him. Another prophecy stated
that a son of the sea-nymph Thetis, with whom Zeus fell in love after
gazing upon her in the oceans off the Greek coast, would become
greater than his father.[14] Possibly for one or both of these reasons,[15]

Thetis was betrothed to an elderly human king, Peleus son of Aiakos,
either upon Zeus' orders,[16] or because she wished to please Hera, who
had raised her.[17]

All of the gods were invited to Peleus and Thetis' wedding and brought
many gifts,[18] except Eris (the goddess of discord), who was stopped
at the door by Hermes, on Zeus' order.[19] Insulted, she threw from the door a gift of her own:[20] a golden apple (το
μήλον της έριδος) on which were inscribed the word καλλίστῃ Kallistēi ("To the fairest").[21] The apple was
claimed by Hera, Athena, and Aphrodite. They quarreled bitterly over it, and none of the other gods would venture
an opinion favoring one, for fear of earning the enmity of the other two. Eventually, Zeus ordered Hermes to lead the
three goddesses to Paris, a prince of Troy, who, unaware of his ancestry, was being raised as a shepherd in Mount
Ida,[22] because of a prophecy that he would be the downfall of Troy.[23] After bathing in the spring of Ida, the
goddesses appeared to him naked, either for the sake of winning or at Paris' request. Paris was unable to decide
between them, so the goddesses resorted to bribes. Athena offered Paris wisdom, skill in battle, and the abilities of
the greatest warriors; Hera offered him political power and control of all of Asia; and Aphrodite offered him the love
of the most beautiful woman in the world, Helen of Sparta. Paris awarded the apple to Aphrodite, and, after several
adventures, returned to Troy, where he was recognized by his royal family.

Thetis gives her son Achilles weapons forged by
Hephaestus (detail of Attic black-figure hydria,

575–550 BC)

Peleus and Thetis bore a son, whom they named Achilles. It was
foretold that he would either die of old age after an uneventful life, or
die young in a battlefield and gain immortality through poetry.[24]

Furthermore, when Achilles was nine years old, Calchas had
prophesied that Troy could not again fall without his help.[25] A
number of sources credit Thetis with attempting to make Achilles
immortal when he was an infant. Some of these state that she held him
over fire every night to burn away his mortal parts and rubbed him
with ambrosia during the day, but Peleus discovered her actions and
stopped her.[26] According to some versions of this story, Thetis had

already destroyed several sons in this manner, and Peleus' action therefore saved his son's life.[27] Other sources state
that Thetis bathed Achilles in the River Styx, the river that runs to the under world, making him invulnerable
wherever he had touched the water.[28] Because she had held him by the heel, it was not immersed during the bathing
and thus the heel remained mortal and vulnerable to injury (hence the expression "Achilles heel" for an isolated
weakness). He grew up to be the greatest of all mortal warriors. After Calchas' prophesy, Thetis hid Achilles in
Skyros at the court of king Lycomedes, where he was disguised as a girl.[29] At a crucial point in the war, she assists
her son by providing weapons divinely forged by Hephaestus (see below).
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Elopement of Paris and Helen

The Abduction of Helen (1530–39) by Francesco
Primaticcio, with Aphrodite directing

The most beautiful woman in the world was Helen, one of the
daughters of Tyndareus, King of Sparta. Her mother was Leda, who
had been either raped or seduced by Zeus in the form of a swan.[30]

Accounts differ over which of Leda's four children, two pairs of twins,
were fathered by Zeus and which by Tyndareus. However, Helen is
usually credited as Zeus' daughter,[31] and sometimes Nemesis is
credited as her mother.[32] Helen had scores of suitors, and her father
was unwilling to choose one for fear the others would retaliate
violently.

Finally, one of the suitors, Odysseus of Ithaca, proposed a plan to solve
the dilemma. In exchange for Tyndareus' support of his own suit
towards Penelope,[33] he suggested that Tyndareus require all of
Helen's suitors to promise that they would defend the marriage of Helen, regardless of whom he chose. The suitors
duly swore the required oath on the severed pieces of a horse, although not without a certain amount of
grumbling.[34]

Tyndareus chose Menelaus. Menelaus was a political choice on her father's part. He had wealth and power. He had
humbly not petitioned for her himself, but instead sent his brother Agamemnon on his behalf. He had promised
Aphrodite a hecatomb, a sacrifice of 100 oxen, if he won Helen, but forgot about it and earned her wrath.[35]

Menelaus inherited Tyndareus' throne of Sparta with Helen as his queen when her brothers, Castor and Pollux,
became gods,[36] and when Agamemnon married Helen's sister Clytemnestra and took back the throne of
Mycenae.[37]

Paris, under the guise of a supposed diplomatic mission, went to Sparta to get Helen and bring her back to Troy.
Before Helen could look up, to see him enter the palace, she was shot with an arrow from Eros, otherwise known as
Cupid, and fell in love with Paris when she saw him, as promised by Aphrodite. Menelaus had left for Crete[38] to
bury his uncle, Crateus.[39] Hera, still jealous over his judgement, sent a storm.[38] The storm caused the lovers to
land in Egypt, where the gods replaced Helen with a likeness of her made of clouds, Nephele.[40] The myth of Helen
being switched is attributed to the 6th century BC Sicilian poet Stesichorus. For Homer the true Helen was in Troy.
The ship then landed in Sidon before reaching Troy. Paris, fearful of getting caught, spent some time there and then
sailed to Troy.[41]
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Map of Homeric Greece

Paris' abduction of Helen had several
precedents. Io was taken from
Mycenae, Europa was taken from
Phoenicia, Jason took Medea from
Colchis,[42] and the Trojan princess
Hesione had been taken by Heracles,
who gave her to Telamon of
Salamis.[43] According to Herodotus,
Paris was emboldened by these
examples to steal himself a wife from
Greece, and expected no retribution,
since there had been none in the other
cases.[44]

The gathering of Achaean
forces and the first expedition

According to Homer, Menelaus and his
ally, Odysseus, traveled to Troy, where
they unsuccessfully sought to recover Helen by diplomatic means.[45]

Menelaus then asked Agamemnon to uphold his oath. He agreed and sent emissaries to all the Achaean kings and
princes to call them to observe their oaths and retrieve Helen.[46]

Odysseus and Achilles

Since Menelaus's wedding, Odysseus had married Penelope and fathered a son, Telemachus. In order to avoid the
war, he feigned madness and sowed his fields with salt. Palamedes outwitted him by placing his infant son in front of
the plough's path, and Odysseus turned aside, unwilling to kill his son, so revealing his sanity and forcing him to join
the war.[38][47]

According to Homer, however, Odysseus supported the military adventure from the beginning, and traveled the
region with Pylos' king, Nestor, to recruit forces.[48]

At Skyros, Achilles had an affair with the king's daughter Deidamia, resulting in a child, Neoptolemus.[49] Odysseus,
Telamonian Ajax, and Achilles' tutor Phoenix went to retrieve Achilles. Achilles' mother disguised him as a woman
so that he would not have to go to war, but, according to one story, they blew a horn, and Achilles revealed himself
by seizing a spear to fight intruders, rather than fleeing.[50] According to another story, they disguised themselves as
merchants bearing trinkets and weaponry, and Achilles was marked out from the other women for admiring
weaponry instead of clothes and jewelry.[51]

Pausanias said that, according to Homer, Achilles did not hide in Skyros, but rather conquered the island, as part of
the Trojan War.[52]
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The Discovery of Achilles among the Daughters
of Lycomedes (1664) by Jan de Bray

First gathering at Aulis

The Achean forces first gathered at Aulis. All the suitors sent their
forces except King Cinyras of Cyprus. Though he sent breastplates to
Agamemnon and promised to send 50 ships, he sent only one real ship,
led by the son of Mygdalion, and 49 ships made of clay.[53] Idomeneus
was willing to lead the Cretan contingent in Mycenae's war against
Troy, but only as a co-commander, which he was granted.[54] The last
commander to arrive was Achilles, who was then 15 years old.

Following a sacrifice to Apollo, a snake slithered from the altar to a
sparrow's nest in a plane tree nearby. It ate the mother and her nine

babies, then was turned to stone. Calchas interpreted this as a sign that Troy would fall in the tenth year of the
war.[55]

Telephus

When the Achaeans left for the war, they did not know the way, and accidentally landed in Mysia, ruled by King
Telephus, son of Heracles, who had led a contingent of Arcadians to settle there.[56] In the battle, Achilles wounded
Telephus,[57] who had killed Thersander.[58] Because the wound would not heal, Telephus asked an oracle, "What
will happen to the wound?". The oracle responded, "he that wounded shall heal". The Achaean fleet then set sail and
was scattered by a storm. Achilles landed in Scyros and married Deidamia. A new gathering was set again in
Aulis.[38]

Telephus went to Aulis, and either pretended to be a beggar, asking Agamemnon to help heal his wound,[59] or
kidnapped Orestes and held him for ransom, demanding the wound be healed.[60] Achilles refused, claiming to have
no medical knowledge. Odysseus reasoned that the spear that had inflicted the wound must be able to heal it. Pieces
of the spear were scraped off onto the wound, and Telephus was healed.[61] Telephus then showed the Achaeans the
route to Troy.[59]

Some scholars have regarded the expedition against Telephus and its resolution as a derivative reworking of
elements from the main story of the Trojan War, but it has also been seen as fitting the story-pattern of the
"preliminary adventure" that anticipates events and themes from the main narrative, and therefore as likely to be
"early and integral".[62]

The second gathering

Map of the Troad (Troas)

Eight years after the storm had scattered them,[63] the fleet of more
than a thousand ships was gathered again. But when they had all
reached Aulis, the winds ceased. The prophet Calchas stated that the
goddess Artemis was punishing Agamemnon for killing either a sacred
deer or a deer in a sacred grove, and boasting that he was a better
hunter than she.[38] The only way to appease Artemis, he said, was to
sacrifice Iphigenia, who was either the daughter of Agamemnon and
Clytemnestra,[64] or of Helen and Theseus entrusted to Clytemnestra
when Helen married Menelaus.[65] Agamemnon refused, and the other
commanders threatened to make Palamedes commander of the
expedition.[66] According to some versions, Agamemnon relented, but
others claim that he sacrificed a deer in her place, or that at the last
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moment, Artemis took pity on the girl, and took her to be a maiden in one of her temples, substituting a lamb.[38]

Hesiod says that Iphigenia became the goddess Hecate.[67]

The Achaean forces are described in detail in the Catalogue of Ships, in the second book of the Iliad. They consisted
of 28 contingents from mainland Greece, the Peloponnese, the Dodecanese islands, Crete, and Ithaca, comprising
1178 pentekontoroi, ships with 50 rowers. Thucydides says[68] that according to tradition there were about 1200
ships, and that the Boeotian ships had 120 men, while Philoctetes' ships only had the fifty rowers, these probably
being maximum and minimum. These numbers would mean a total force of 70,000 to 130,000 men. Another
catalogue of ships is given by the Bibliotheca that differs somewhat but agrees in numbers. Some scholars have
claimed that Homer's catalogue is an original Bronze Age document, possibly the Achaean commander's order of
operations.[69][70][71] Others believe it was a fabrication of Homer.
The second book of the Iliad also lists the Trojan allies, consisting of the Trojans themselves, led by Hector, and
various allies listed as Dardanians led by Aeneas, Zeleians, Adrasteians, Percotians, Pelasgians, Thracians, Ciconian
spearmen, Paionian archers, Halizones, Mysians, Phrygians, Maeonians, Miletians, Lycians led by Sarpedon and
Carians. Nothing is said of the Trojan language; the Carians are specifically said to be barbarian-speaking, and the
allied contingents are said to have spoken multiple languages, requiring orders to be translated by their individual
commanders.[72] It should be noted, however, that the Trojans and Achaeans in the Iliad share the same religion,
same culture and the enemy heroes speak to each other in the same language, though this could be dramatic effect.

Philoctetes on Lemnos, with
Heracles' bow and quiver (Attic
red-figure lekythos, 420 BCE)

Nine years of war

Philoctetes

Philoctetes was Heracles' friend, and because he lit Heracles's funeral pyre when
no one else would, he received Heracles' bow and arrows.[73] He sailed with
seven ships full of men to the Trojan War, where he was planning on fighting for
the Achaeans. They stopped either at Chryse Island for supplies,[74] or in
Tenedos, along with the rest of the fleet.[75] Philoctetes was then bitten by a
snake. The wound festered and had a foul smell; on Odysseus's advice, the
Atreidae ordered Philoctetes to stay on Lemnos.[38] Medon took control of
Philoctetes's men. While landing on Tenedos, Achilles killed king Tenes, son of
Apollo, despite a warning by his mother that if he did so he would be killed
himself by Apollo.[76] From Tenedos, Agamemnon sent an embassy to Priam,

composed of Menelaus, Odysseus, and Palamedes, asking for Helen's return. The embassy was refused.[77]

Philoctetes stayed on Lemnos for ten years, which was a deserted island according to Sophocles' tragedy Philoctetes,
but according to earlier tradition was populated by Minyans.[78]

Arrival

Calchas had prophesied that the first Achean to walk on land after stepping off a ship would be the first to die.[79]

Thus even the leading Greeks hesitated to land. Finally, Protesilaus, leader of the Phylaceans, landed first.[80]

Odysseus had tricked him, in throwing his own shield down to land on, so that while he was first to leap off his ship,
he was not the first to land on Trojan soil. Hector killed Protesilaus in single combat, though the Trojans conceded
the beach. In the second wave of attacks, Achilles killed Cycnus, son of Poseidon. The Trojans then fled to the safety
of the walls of their city.[81] Protesilaus had killed many Trojans but was killed by Hector in most versions of the
story,[82] though others list Aeneas, Achates, or Ephorbus as his slayer.[83] The Achaeans buried him as a god on the
Thracian peninsula, across the Troad.[84] After Protesilaus' death, his brother, Podarces, took command of his troops.
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Briseis and Achilles in a
17th-century book illustration by

Wenzel Hollar

Achilles' campaigns

The Achaeans besieged Troy for nine years. This part of the war is the least
developed among surviving sources, which prefer to talk about events in the last
year of the war. After the initial landing the army was gathered in its entirety
again only in the tenth year. Thucydides deduces that this was due to lack of
money. They raided the Trojan allies and spent time farming the Thracian
peninsula.[85] Troy was never completely besieged, thus it maintained
communications with the interior of Asia Minor. Reinforcements continued to
come until the very end. The Acheans controlled only the entrance to the
Dardanelles, and Troy and her allies controlled the shortest point at Abydos and
Sestus and communicated with allies in Europe.[86]

Achilles and Ajax were the most active of the Achaeans, leading separate armies
to raid lands of Trojan allies. According to Homer, Achilles conquered 11 cities
and 12 islands.[87] According to Apollodorus, he raided the land of Aeneas in the
Troad region and stole his cattle.[88] He also captured Lyrnassus, Pedasus, and many of the neighbouring cities, and
killed Troilus, son of Priam, who was still a youth; it was said that if he reached 20 years of age, Troy would not fall.
According to Apollodorus,

He also took Lesbos and Phocaea, then Colophon, and Smyrna, and Clazomenae, and Cyme; and afterwards
Aegialus and Tenos, the so-called Hundred Cities; then, in order, Adramytium and Side; then Endium, and
Linaeum, and Colone. He took also Hypoplacian Thebes and Lyrnessus, and further Antandrus, and many
other cities.[89]

Kakrides comments that the list is wrong in that it extends too far into the south.[90] Other sources talk of Achilles
taking Pedasus, Monenia,[91] Mythemna (in Lesbos), and Peisidice.[92]

Among the loot from these cities was Briseis, from Lyrnessus, who was awarded to him, and Chryseis, from
Hypoplacian Thebes, who was awarded to Agamemnon.[38] Achilles captured Lycaon, son of Priam,[93] while he
was cutting branches in his father's orchards. Patroclus sold him as a slave in Lemnos,[38] where he was bought by
Eetion of Imbros and brought back to Troy. Only 12 days later Achilles slew him, after the death of Patroclus.[94]
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Ajax and Achilles playing a board
game (Black-figure Attic lekythos,

ca. 500 BC)

Ajax and a game of petteia

Ajax son of Telamon laid waste the Thracian peninsula of which Polymestor, a
son-in-law of Priam, was king. Polymestor surrendered Polydorus, one of Priam's
children, of whom he had custody. He then attacked the town of the Phrygian
king Teleutas, killed him in single combat and carried off his daughter
Tecmessa.[95] Ajax also hunted the Trojan flocks, both on Mount Ida and in the
countryside.

Numerous paintings on pottery have suggested a tale not mentioned in the
literary traditions. At some point in the war Achilles and Ajax were playing a
board game (petteia).[96][97] They were absorbed in the game and oblivious to the
surrounding battle.[98] The Trojans attacked and reached the heroes, who were
only saved by an intervention of Athena.[99]

The death of Palamedes

Odysseus was sent to Thrace to return with grain, but came back empty-handed.
When scorned by Palamedes, Odysseus challenged him to do better. Palamedes
set out and returned with a shipload of grain.[100]

Odysseus had never forgiven Palamedes for threatening the life of his son. In
revenge, Odysseus conceived a plot[101] where an incriminating letter was forged, from Priam to Palamedes,[102] and
gold was planted in Palamedes' quarters. The letter and gold were "discovered", and Agamemnon had Palamedes
stoned to death for treason.

However, Pausanias, quoting the Cypria, says that Odysseus and Diomedes drowned Palamedes, while he was
fishing, and Dictys says that Odysseus and Diomedes lured Palamedes into a well, which they said contained gold,
then stoned him to death.[103]

Palamedes' father Nauplius sailed to the Troad and asked for justice, but was refused. In revenge, Nauplius traveled
among the Achaean kingdoms and told the wives of the kings that they were bringing Trojan concubines to dethrone
them. Many of the Greek wives were persuaded to betray their husbands, most significantly Agamemnon's wife,
Clytemnestra, who was seduced by Aegisthus, son of Thyestes.[104]

Mutiny

Near the end of the ninth year since the landing, the Achaean army, tired from the fighting and from the lack of
supplies, mutinied against their leaders and demanded to return to their homes. According to the Cypria, Achilles
forced the army to stay.[38] According to Apollodorus, Agamemnon brought the Wine Growers, daughters of Anius,
son of Apollo, who had the gift of producing by touch wine, wheat, and oil from the earth, in order to relieve the
supply problem of the army.[105]
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The Iliad

Chryses pleading with Agamemnon for his
daughter (360–350 BC)

Chryses, a priest of Apollo and father of Chryseis, came to
Agamemnon to ask for the return of his daughter. Agamemnon
refused, and insulted Chryses, who prayed to Apollo to avenge his
ill-treatment. Enraged, Apollo afflicted the Achaean army with plague.
Agamemnon was forced to return Chryseis to end the plague, and took
Achilles' concubine Briseis as his own. Enraged at the dishonour
Agamemnon had inflicted upon him, Achilles decided he would no
longer fight. He asked his mother, Thetis, to intercede with Zeus, who
agreed to give the Trojans success in the absence of Achilles, the best
warrior of the Achaeans.

After the withdrawal of Achilles, the Achaeans were initially
successful. Both armies gathered in full for the first time since the
landing. Menelaus and Paris fought a duel, which ended when Aphrodite snatched the beaten Paris from the field.
With the truce broken, the armies began fighting again. Diomedes won great renown amongst the Achaeans, killing
the Trojan hero Pandaros and nearly killing Aeneas, who was only saved by his mother, Aphrodite. With the
assistance of Athena, Diomedes then wounded the gods Aphrodite and Ares. During the next days, however, the
Trojans drove the Achaeans back to their camp and were stopped at the Achaean wall by Poseidon. The next day,
though, with Zeus' help, the Trojans broke into the Achaean camp and were on the verge of setting fire to the
Achaean ships. An earlier appeal to Achilles to return was rejected, but after Hector burned Protesilaus' ship, he
allowed his close friend[106] and relative Patroclus to go into battle wearing Achilles' armour and lead his army.
Patroclus drove the Trojans all the way back to the walls of Troy, and was only prevented from storming the city by
the intervention of Apollo. Patroclus was then killed by Hector, who took Achilles' armour from the body of
Patroclus.

Triumphant Achilles dragging Hector's body
around Troy, from a panoramic fresco of the

Achilleion

Achilles, maddened with grief, swore to kill Hector in revenge. He was
reconciled with Agamemnon and received Briseis back, untouched by
Agamemnon. He received a new set of arms, forged by the god
Hephaestus, and returned to the battlefield. He slaughtered many
Trojans, and nearly killed Aeneas, who was saved by Poseidon.
Achilles fought with the river god Scamander, and a battle of the gods
followed. The Trojan army returned to the city, except for Hector, who
remained outside the walls because he was tricked by Athena. Achilles
killed Hector, and afterwards he dragged Hector's body from his

chariot and refused to return the body to the Trojans for burial. The Achaeans then conducted funeral games for
Patroclus. Afterwards, Priam came to Achilles' tent, guided by Hermes, and asked Achilles to return Hector's body.
The armies made a temporary truce to allow the burial of the dead. The Iliad ends with the funeral of Hector.
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After the Iliad

Penthesilea and the death of Achilles

Achilles killing the Amazon Penthesilea

Shortly after the burial of Hector, Penthesilea, queen of the Amazons,
arrived with her warriors.[107] Penthesilea, daughter of Otrere and
Ares, had accidentally killed her sister Hippolyte. She was purified
from this action by Priam,[108] and in exchange she fought for him and
killed many, including Machaon[109] (according to Pausanias, Machaon
was killed by Eurypylus),[110] and according to another version,
Achilles himself, who was resurrected at the request of Thetis.[111]

Penthesilia was then killed by Achilles[112] who fell in love with her
beauty after her death. Thersites, a simple soldier and the ugliest
Achaean, taunted Achilles over his love[109] and gouged out
Penthesilea's eyes.[113] Achilles slew Thersites, and after a dispute
sailed to Lesbos, where he was purified for his murder by Odysseus
after sacrificing to Apollo, Artemis, and Leto.[112]

While they were away, Memnon of Ethiopia, son of Tithonus and Eos,[114] came with his host to help his stepbrother
Priam.[115] He did not come directly from Ethiopia, but either from Susa in Persia, conquering all the peoples in
between,[116] or from the Caucasus, leading an army of Ethiopians and Indians.[117] Like Achilles, he wore armour
made by Hephaestus.[118] In the ensuing battle, Memnon killed Antilochus, who took one of Memnon's blows to
save his father Nestor.[119] Achilles and Memnon then fought. Zeus weighed the fate of the two heroes; the weight
containing that of Memnon sank,[120] and he was slain by Achilles.[112][121] Achilles chased the Trojans to their city,
which he entered. The gods, seeing that he had killed too many of their children, decided that it was his time to die.
He was killed after Paris shot a poisoned arrow that was guided by Apollo.[112][114][122] In another version he was
killed by a knife to the back (or heel) by Paris, while marrying Polyxena, daughter of Priam, in the temple of
Thymbraean Apollo,[123] the site where he had earlier killed Troilus. Both versions conspicuously deny the killer any
sort of valour, saying Achilles remained undefeated on the battlefield. His bones were mingled with those of
Patroclus, and funeral games were held.[124] Like Ajax, he is represented as living after his death in the island of
Leuke, at the mouth of the Danube River,[125] where he is married to Helen.[126]

The Judgment of Arms

The suicide of Ajax (from a calyx-krater,
400–350 BC, Vulci)

A great battle raged around the dead Achilles. Ajax held back the
Trojans, while Odysseus carried the body away.[127] When Achilles'
armour was offered to the smartest warrior, the two that had saved his
body came forward as competitors. Agamemnon, unwilling to
undertake the invidious duty of deciding between the two competitors,
referred the dispute to the decision of the Trojan prisoners, inquiring of
them which of the two heroes had done most harm to the Trojans.[128]

Alternatively, the Trojans and Pallas Athena were the judges[129][130]

in that, following Nestor's advice, spies were sent to the walls to
overhear what was said. A girl said that Ajax was braver:

For Aias took up and carried out of the strife the hero, Peleus'

son: this great Odysseus cared not to do.

To this another replied by Athena's contrivance:
Why, what is this you say? A thing against reason and untrue!
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Even a woman could carry a load once a man had put it on her

shoulder; but she could not fight. For she would fail with fear

if she should fight. (Scholiast on Aristophanes, Knights 1056 and Aristophanes ib)
According to Pindar, the decision was made by secret ballot among the Acheans.[131] In all story versions, the arms
were awarded to Odysseus. Driven mad with grief, Ajax desired to kill his comrades, but Athena caused him to
mistake the cattle and their herdsmen for the Achean warriors.[132] In his frenzy he scourged two rams, believing
them to be Agamemnon and Menelaus.[133] In the morning, he came to his senses and killed himself by jumping on
the sword that had been given to him by Hector, so that it pierced his armpit, his only vulnerable part.[134] According
to an older tradition, he was killed by the Trojans who, seeing he was invulnerable, attacked him with clay until he
was covered by it and could no longer move, thus dying of starvation.

The prophecies

After the tenth year, it was prophesied[135] that Troy could not fall without Heracles' bow, which was with
Philoctetes in Lemnos. Odysseus and Diomedes[136] retrieved Philoctetes, whose wound had healed.[137] Philoctetes
then shot and killed Paris.
According to Apollodorus, Paris' brothers Helenus and Deiphobus vied over the hand of Helen. Deiphobus prevailed,
and Helenus abandoned Troy for Mt. Ida. Calchas said that Helenus knew the prophecies concerning the fall of Troy,
so Odysseus waylaid Helenus.[130][138] Under coercion, Helenus told the Acheans that they would win if they
retrieved Pelops' bones, persuaded Achilles' son Neoptolemus to fight for them, and stole the Trojan Palladium.[139]

The Greeks retrieved Pelop's bones,[140] and sent Odysseus to retrieve Neoptolemus, who was hiding from the war in
King Lycomedes's court in Scyros. Odysseus gave him his father's arms.[130][141] Eurypylus, son of Telephus,
leading, according to Homer, a large force of Kêteioi,[142] or Hittites or Mysians according to Apollodorus,[143]

arrived to aid the Trojans. He killed Machaon[110] and Peneleos,[144] but was slain by Neoptolemus.
Disguised as a beggar, Odysseus went to spy inside Troy, but was recognized by Helen. Homesick,[145] Helen
plotted with Odysseus. Later, with Helen's help, Odysseus and Diomedes stole the Palladium.[130][146]

The earliest known depiction of the Trojan Horse,
from the Mykonos vase ca. 670 BC

Trojan Horse

The end of the war came with one final plan. Odysseus devised a new
ruse—a giant hollow wooden horse, an animal that was sacred to the
Trojans. It was built by Epeius and guided by Athena,[147] from the
wood of a cornel tree grove sacred to Apollo,[148] with the inscription:

The Greeks dedicate this thank-offering to Athena for their
return home.[149]

The hollow horse was filled with soldiers[150] led by Odysseus. The
rest of the army burned the camp and sailed for Tenedos.[151]

When the Trojans discovered that the Greeks were gone, believing the
war was over, they "joyfully dragged the horse inside the city",[152]

while they debated what to do with it. Some thought they ought to hurl it down from the rocks, others thought they
should burn it, while others said they ought to dedicate it to Athena.[153][154]

Both Cassandra and Laocoön warned against keeping the horse.[155] While Cassandra had been given the gift of 
prophecy by Apollo, she was also cursed by Apollo never to be believed. Serpents then came out of the sea and 
devoured either Laocoön and one of his two sons,[153] Laocoön and both his sons,[156] or only his sons,[157] a portent 
which so alarmed the followers of Aeneas that they withdrew to Ida.[153] The Trojans decided to keep the horse and 
turned to a night of mad revelry and celebration.[130] Sinon, an Achaean spy, signaled the fleet stationed at Tenedos 
when "it was midnight and the clear moon was rising"[158] and the soldiers from inside the horse emerged and killed
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the guards.[159]

The Sack of Troy

Neoptolemus, son of Achilles, kills King Priam
(detail of Attic black-figure amphora, 520–510

BC)

The Acheans entered the city and killed the sleeping population. A
great massacre followed which continued into the day.

Blood ran in torrents, drenched was all the earth,

As Trojans and their alien helpers died.

Here were men lying quelled by bitter death

All up and down the city in their blood.[160]

The Trojans, fuelled with desperation, fought back fiercely, despite
being disorganized and leaderless. With the fighting at its height, some
donned fallen enemies' attire and launched surprise counterattacks in
the chaotic street fighting. Other defenders hurled down roof tiles and
anything else heavy down on the rampaging attackers. The outlook was
grim though, and eventually the remaining defenders were destroyed
along with the whole city.
Neoptolemus killed Priam, who had taken refuge at the altar of Zeus of
the Courtyard.[153][161] Menelaus killed Deiphobus, Helen's husband after Paris' death, and also intended to kill
Helen, but, overcome by her beauty, threw down his sword[162] and took her to the ships.[153][163]

Ajax the Lesser raped Cassandra on Athena's altar while she was clinging to her statue. Because of Ajax's impiety,
the Acheaens, urged by Odysseus, wanted to stone him to death, but he fled to Athena's altar, and was
spared.[153][164]

Antenor, who had given hospitality to Menelaus and Odysseus when they asked for the return of Helen, and who had
advocated so, was spared, along with his family.[165] Aeneas took his father on his back and fled, and, according to
Apollodorus, was allowed to go because of his piety.[161]

The Greeks then burned the city and divided the spoils. Cassandra was awarded to Agamemnon. Neoptolemus got
Andromache, wife of Hector, and Odysseus was given Hecuba, Priam's wife.[166]

The Achaeans[167] threw Hector's infant son Astyanax down from the walls of Troy,[168] either out of cruelty and
hate[169] or to end the royal line, and the possibility of a son's revenge.[170] They (by usual tradition Neoptolemus)
also sacrificed the Trojan princess Polyxena on the grave of Achilles as demanded by his ghost, either as part of his
spoil or because she had betrayed him.[171]

Aethra, Theseus' mother, and one of Helen's handmaids,[172] was rescued by her grandsons, Demophon and
Acamas.[153][173]

The returns
The gods were very angry over the destruction of their temples and other sacrilegious acts by the Acheans, and
decided that most would not return home. A storm fell on the returning fleet off Tenos island. Additionally,
Nauplius, in revenge for the murder of his son Palamedes, set up false lights in Cape Caphereus (also known today
as Cavo D'Oro, in Euboea) and many were shipwrecked.[174]

• Nestor, who had the best conduct in Troy and did not take part in the looting, was the only hero who had a fast
and safe return.[175] Those of his army that survived the war also reached home with him safely, but later left and
colonised Metapontium in Southern Italy.[176]
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Poseidon smites Ajax the Lesser, by Bonaventura
Genelli (1798–1868)

• Ajax the Lesser, who had endured more than the others the wrath of
the Gods, never returned. His ship was wrecked by a storm sent by
Athena, who borrowed one of Zeus' thunderbolts and tore it to
pieces. The crew managed to land in a rock, but Poseidon struck it,
and Ajax fell in the sea and drowned. He was buried by Thetis in
Myconos[177] or Delos.[178]

• Teucer, son of Telamon and half-brother of Ajax, stood trial by his
father for his half-brother's death. He was disowned by his father
and wasn't allowed back on Salamis Island. He was at sea near
Phreattys in Peiraeus.[179] He was acquitted of responsibility but
found guilty of negligence because he did not return his dead body or his arms. He left with his army (who took
their wives) and founded Salamis in Cyprus.[180] The Athenians later created a political myth that his son left his
kingdom to Theseus' sons (and not to Megara).

• Neoptolemus, following the advice of Helenus, who accompanied him when he traveled over land, was always
accompanied by Andromache. He met Odysseus and they buried Phoenix, Achilles' teacher, on the land of the
Ciconians. They then conquered the land of the Molossians (Epirus) and Neoptolemus had a child by
Andromache, Molossus, to whom he later gave the throne.[181] Thus the kings of Epirus claimed their lineage
from Achilles, and so did Alexander the Great, whose mother was of that royal house. Alexander the Great and
the kings of Macedon also claimed to be descended from Heracles. Helenus founded a city in Molossia and
inhabited it, and Neoptolemus gave him his mother Deidamia as wife. After Peleus died he succeeded Phtia's
throne.[182] He had a feud with Orestes (son of Agamemnon) over Menelaus' daughter Hermione, and was killed
in Delphi, where he was buried.[183] In Roman myths, the kingdom of Phtia was taken over by Helenus, who
married Andromache. They offered hospitality to other Trojan refugees, including Aeneas, who paid a visit there
during his wanderings.

• Diomedes was first thrown by a storm on the coast of Lycia, where he was to be sacrificed to Ares by king Lycus,
but Callirrhoe, the king's daughter, took pity upon him, and assisted him in escaping.[184] He then accidentally
landed in Attica, in Phaleron. The Athenians, unaware that they were allies, attacked them. Many were killed, and
Demophon took the Palladium.[185] He finally landed in Argos, where he found his wife Aegialeia committing
adultery. In disgust, he left for Aetolia.[186] According to later traditions, he had some adventures and founded
Canusium and Argyrippa in Southern Italy.[187]

• Philoctetes, due to a sedition, was driven from his city and emigrated to Italy, where he founded the cities of
Petilia, Old Crimissa, and Chone, between Croton and Thurii.[188] After making war on the Leucanians he
founded there a sanctuary of Apollo the Wanderer, to whom also he dedicated his bow.[189]

• According to Homer, Idomeneus reached his house safe and sound.[190] Another tradition later formed. After the
war, Idomeneus's ship hit a horrible storm. Idomeneus promised Poseidon that he would sacrifice the first living
thing he saw when he returned home if Poseidon would save his ship and crew. The first living thing he saw was
his son, whom Idomeneus duly sacrificed. The gods were angry at his murder of his own son and they sent a
plague to Crete. His people sent him into exile to Calabria in Italy,[191] and then to Colophon, in Asia Minor,
where he died.[192] Among the lesser Achaeans very few reached their homes.
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House of Atreus

The murder of Agamemnon (1879 illustration
from Alfred Church's Stories from the Greek

Tragedians)

According to the Odyssey, Menelaus's fleet was blown by storms to
Crete and Egypt, where they were unable to sail away due to calm
winds.[193] Only five of his ships survived.[175] Menelaus had to catch
Proteus, a shape-shifting sea god, to find out what sacrifices to which
gods he would have to make to guarantee safe passage.[194] According
to some stories the Helen who was taken by Paris was a fake, and the
real Helen was in Egypt, where she was reunited with Menelaus.
Proteus also told Menelaus that he was destined for Elysium (Heaven)
after his death. Menelaus returned to Sparta with Helen eight years
after he had left Troy.[195]

Agamemnon returned home with Cassandra to Argos. His wife Clytemnestra (Helen's sister) was having an affair
with Aegisthus, son of Thyestes, Agamemnon's cousin who had conquered Argos before Agamemnon himself retook
it. Possibly out of vengeance for the death of Iphigenia, Clytemnestra plotted with her lover to kill Agamemnon.
Cassandra foresaw this murder, and warned Agamemnon, but he disregarded her. He was killed, either at a feast or
in his bath,[196] according to different versions. Cassandra was also killed.[197] Agamemnon's son Orestes, who had
been away, returned and conspired with his sister Electra to avenge their father.[198] He killed Clytemnestra and
Aegisthus and succeeded to his father's throne.[199][200]

The Odyssey
Odysseus' ten year journey home to Ithaca was told in Homer's Odyssey. Odysseus and his men were blown far off
course to lands unknown to the Achaeans; there Odysseus had many adventures, including the famous encounter
with the Cyclops Polyphemus, and an audience with the seer Teiresias in Hades. On the island of Thrinacia,
Odysseus' men ate the cattle sacred to the sun-god Helios. For this sacrilege Odysseus' ships were destroyed, and all
his men perished. Odysseus had not eaten the cattle, and was allowed to live; he washed ashore on the island of
Ogygia, and lived there with the nymph Calypso. After seven years, the gods decided to send Odysseus home; on a
small raft, he sailed to Scheria, the home of the Phaeacians, who gave him passage to Ithaca.

Odysseus and Polyphemus by Arnold Böcklin:
the Cyclops' curse delays the homecoming of

Odysseus for another ten years

Once in his home land, Odysseus traveled disguised as an old beggar.
He was recognised by his dog, Argos, who died in his lap. He then
discovered that his wife, Penelope, had been faithful to him during the
20 years he was absent, despite the countless suitors that were eating
his food and spending his property. With the help of his son
Telemachus, Athena, and Eumaeus, the swineherd, he killed all of
them except Medon, who had been polite to Penelope, and Phemius, a
local singer who had only been forced to help the suitors against
Penelope. Penelope tested Odysseus and made sure it was him, and he

forgave her. The next day the suitors' relatives tried to take revenge on him but they were stopped by Athena.

The Telegony
The Telegony picks up where the Odyssey leaves off, beginning with the burial of the dead suitors, and continues
until the death of Odysseus.[201] Some years after Odysseus' return, Telegonus, the son of Odysseus and Circe, came
to Ithaca and plundered the island. Odysseus, attempting to fight off the attack, was killed by his unrecognized son.
After Telegonus realized he had killed his father, he brought the body to his mother Circe, along with Telemachus
and Penelope. Circe made them immortal; then Telegonus married Penelope and Telemachus married Circe.
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The Aeneid

Aeneas Flees Burning Troy (1598) by Federico
Barocci

The journey of the Trojan survivor Aeneas and his resettling of Trojan
refugees in Italy are the subject of the Latin epic poem The Aeneid by
Virgil. Writing during the time of Augustus, Virgil has his hero give a
first-person account of the fall of Troy in the second of the Aeneid 's
twelve books; the Trojan Horse, which does not appear in "The Iliad",
became legendary from Virgil's account.

Aeneas leads a group of survivors away from the city, among them his
son Ascanius (also known as Iulus), his trumpeter Misenus, father
Anchises, the healer Iapyx, his faithful sidekick Achates, and Mimas as
a guide. His wife Creusa is killed during the sack of the city. Aeneas
also carries the Lares and Penates of Troy, which the historical
Romans claimed to preserve as guarantees of Rome's own security.

The Trojan survivors escape with a number of ships, seeking to establish a new homeland elsewhere. They land in
several nearby countries that prove inhospitable, and are finally told by an oracle that they must return to the land of
their forebears. They first try to establish themselves in Crete, where Dardanus had once settled, but find it ravaged
by the same plague that had driven Idomeneus away. They find the colony led by Helenus and Andromache, but
decline to remain. After seven years they arrive in Carthage, where Aeneas has an affair with Queen Dido. (Since
according to tradition Carthage was founded in 814 BC, the arrival of Trojan refugees a few hundred years earlier
exposes chronological difficulties within the mythic tradition.) Eventually the gods order Aeneas to continue
onward, and he and his people arrive at the mouth of the Tiber River in Italy. Dido commits suicide, and Aeneas's
betrayal of her was regarded as an element in the long enmity between Rome and Carthage that expressed itself in
the Punic Wars and led to Roman hegemony.
At Cumae, the Sibyl leads Aeneas on an archetypal descent to the underworld, where the shade of his dead father
serves as a guide; this book of the Aeneid directly influenced Dante, who has Virgil act as his narrator's guide.
Aeneas is given a vision of the future majesty of Rome, which it was his duty to found, and returns to the world of
the living. He negotiates a settlement with the local king, Latinus, and was wed to his daughter, Lavinia. This
triggered a war with other local tribes, which culminated in the founding of the settlement of Alba Longa, ruled by
Aeneas and Lavinia's son Silvius. Roman myth attempted to reconcile two different founding myths: three hundred
years later, in the more famous tradition, Romulus and Remus founded Rome. The Trojan origins of Rome became
particularly important in the propaganda of Julius Caesar, whose family claimed descent from Venus through
Aeneas's son Iulus (hence the Latin gens name Iulius), and during the reign of Augustus; see for instance the Tabulae
Iliacae and the "Troy Game" presented frequently by the Julio-Claudian dynasty.

Dates of the Trojan War
Since this war was considered among the ancient Greeks as either the last event of the mythical age or the first event
of the historical age, several dates are given for the fall of Troy. They usually derive from genealogies of kings.
Ephorus gives 1135 BC,[202] Sosibius 1172 BC,[203] Eratosthenes 1184 BC/1183 BC,[204] Timaeus 1193 BC,[205] the
Parian marble 1209 BC/1208 BC,[206] Dicaearchus 1212 BC,[207] Herodotus around 1250 BC,[208] Eretes 1291
BC,[209] while Douris 1334 BC.[210] As for the exact day Ephorus gives 23/24 Thargelion (May 6 or 7), Hellanicus
12 Thargelion (May 26)[211] while others give the 23rd of Sciroforion (July 7) or the 23rd of Ponamos (October 7).
The glorious and rich city Homer describes was believed to be Troy VI by many twentieth century authors,
destroyed in 1275 BC, probably by an earthquake. Its follower Troy VIIa, destroyed by fire at some point during the
1180s BC, was long considered a poorer city, but since the excavation campaign of 1988 it has risen to the most
likely candidate.
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Map showing the Hittite Empire, Ahhiyawa (possibly the Achaeans) and Wilusa (Troy)

Historical basis

The historicity of the Trojan War is
still subject to debate. Most classical
Greeks thought that the war was an
historical event, but many believed that
the Homeric poems had exaggerated
the events to suit the demands of
poetry. For instance, the historian
Thucydides, who is known for his
critical spirit, considers it a true event
but doubts that 1,186 ships were sent
to Troy. Euripides started changing
Greek myths at will, including those of
the Trojan War. Near year 100, Dio
Chrysostom argued that while the war
was historical, it ended with the Trojans winning, and the Greeks attempted to hide that fact.[212] Around 1870 it was
generally agreed in Western Europe that the Trojan War never had happened and Troy never existed.[213] Then
Heinrich Schliemann popularized his excavations at Hissarlik, which he and others believed to be Troy, and of the
Mycenaean cities of Greece. Today many scholars agree that the Trojan War is based on a historical core of a Greek
expedition against the city of Illium, but few would argue that the Homeric poems faithfully represent the actual
events of the war.

In November 2001, geologists John C. Kraft from the University of Delaware and John V. Luce from Trinity
College, Dublin presented the results[214][215][216] of investigations into the geology of the region that had started in
1977. The geologists compared the present geology with the landscapes and coastal features described in the Iliad
and other classical sources, notably Strabo's Geographia. Their conclusion was that there is regularly a consistency
between the location of Troy as identified by Schliemann (and other locations such as the Greek camp), the
geological evidence, and descriptions of the topography and accounts of the battle in the Iliad.
In the twentieth century scholars have attempted to draw conclusions based on Hittite and Egyptian texts that date to
the time of the Trojan War. While they give a general description of the political situation in the region at the time,
their information on whether this particular conflict took place is limited. Andrew Dalby notes that while the Trojan
War most likely did take place in some form and is therefore grounded in history, its true nature is and will be
unknown.[217] Hittite archives, like the Tawagalawa letter mention of a kingdom of Ahhiyawa (Achaea, or Greece)
that lies beyond the sea (that would be the Aegean) and controls Milliwanda, which is identified with Miletus. Also
mentioned in this and other letters is the Assuwa confederation made of 22 cities and countries which included the
city of Wilusa (Ilios or Ilium). The Milawata letter implies this city lies on the north of the Assuwa confederation,
beyond the Seha river. While the identification of Wilusa with Ilium (that is, Troy) is always controversial, in the
1990s it gained majority acceptance. In the Alaksandu treaty (ca. 1280 BC) the king of the city is named
Alakasandu, and Paris's son of Priam's name in the Iliad (among other works) is Alexander. The Tawagalawa letter
(dated ca. 1250 BC) which is addressed to the king of Ahhiyawa actually says:

Now as we have come to an agreement on Wilusa over which we went to war...

Formerly under the Hittites, the Assuwa confederation defected after the battle of Kadesh between Egypt and the 
Hittites (ca. 1274 BC). In 1230 BC Hittite king Tudhaliya IV (ca. 1240–1210 BC) campaigned against this 
federation. Under Arnuwanda III (ca. 1210–1205 BC) the Hittites were forced to abandon the lands they controlled 
in the coast of the Aegean. It is possible that the Trojan War was a conflict between the king of Ahhiyawa and the
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Assuwa confederation. This view has been supported in that the entire war includes the landing in Mysia (and
Telephus' wounding), Achilles's campaigns in the North Aegean and Telamonian Ajax's campaigns in Thrace and
Phrygia. Most of these regions were part of Assuwa.[70][218] It has also been noted that there is great similarity
between the names of the Sea Peoples, which at that time were raiding Egypt, as they are listed by Ramesses III and
Merneptah, and of the allies of the Trojans.[219]

That most Achean heroes did not return to their homes and founded colonies elsewhere was interpreted by
Thucydides as being due to their long absence.[220] Nowadays the interpretation followed by most scholars is that the
Achean leaders driven out of their lands by the turmoil at the end of the Mycenean era preferred to claim
descendance from exiles of the Trojan War.[221]

Popular culture
A full listing of works inspired by the Trojan War has not been attempted, since the inspiration provided by these
events produced so many works that a list that merely mentions them by name would be larger than the full tale of
the events of the war. The siege of Troy provided inspiration for many works of art, most famously Homer's Iliad,
set in the last year of the siege. Some of the others include Troades by Euripides, Troilus and Criseyde by Geoffrey
Chaucer, Troilus and Cressida by William Shakespeare, Iphigenia and Polyxena by Samuel Coster, Palamedes by
Joost van den Vondel and Les Troyens by Hector Berlioz.
Films based on the Trojan War include Troy (2004). The war has also been featured in many books, television series,
and other creative works.
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Achilles

Achilles and the Nereid Cymothoe: Attic red-figure kantharos from Volci (Cabinet des
Médailles, Bibliothèque nationale, Paris)

In Greek mythology, Achilles (Ancient
Greek: Ἀχιλλεύς, Akhilleus,
pronounced [akʰillěws]) was a Greek
hero of the Trojan War, the central
character and the greatest warrior of
Homer's Iliad.

Later legends (beginning with a poem
by Statius in the 1st century AD) state
that Achilles was invulnerable in all of
his body except for his heel. As he died
because of a small wound on his heel,
the term Achilles' heel has come to
mean one's point of weakness.

Etymology

Achilles' name can be analyzed as a
combination of ἄχος (akhos) "grief"
and λαός (Laos) "a people, tribe,
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nation, etc." In other words, Achilles is an embodiment of the grief of the people, grief being a theme raised
numerous times in the Iliad (frequently by Achilles). Achilles' role as the hero of grief forms an ironic juxtaposition
with the conventional view of Achilles as the hero of kleos (glory, usually glory in war).
Laos has been construed by Gregory Nagy, following Leonard Palmer, to mean a corps of soldiers, a muster. With
this derivation, the name would have a double meaning in the poem: When the hero is functioning rightly, his men
bring grief to the enemy, but when wrongly, his men get the grief of war. The poem is in part about the misdirection
of anger on the part of leadership.
The name Achilleus was a common and attested name among the Greeks soon after the 7th century BC.[1] It was also
turned into the female form Ἀχιλλεία (Achilleía) attested in Attica in the 4th century BC (IG II² 1617) and, in the
form Achillia, on a stele in Halicarnassus as the name of a female gladiator fighting an "Amazon". Roman
gladiatorial games often referenced classical mythology, and this seems to reference Achilles' fight with Penthesilea
but gives it an extra twist of Achilles' being "played" by a woman.

Birth

Thetis Dipping the Infant Achilles into the River
Styx (ca. 1625), Peter Paul Rubens

Achilles was the son of the nymph Thetis and Peleus, the king of the
Myrmidons. Zeus and Poseidon had been rivals for the hand of Thetis
until Prometheus, the fore-thinker, warned Zeus of a prophecy that
Thetis would bear a son greater than his father. For this reason, the two
gods withdrew their pursuit, and had her wed Peleus.[2]

As with most mythology, there is a tale which offers an alternative
version of these events: in Argonautica (iv.760) Zeus' sister and wife
Hera alludes to Thetis' chaste resistance to the advances of Zeus, that
Thetis was so loyal to Hera's marriage bond that she coolly rejected
him. Thetis, although a daughter of the sea-god Nereus, was also
brought up by Hera, further explaining her resistance to the advances
of Zeus.

The Education of Achilles (ca. 1772), by James
Barry

According to the Achilleid, written by Statius in the 1st century AD,
and to no surviving previous sources, when Achilles was born Thetis
tried to make him immortal, by dipping him in the river Styx.
However, he was left vulnerable at the part of the body by which she
held him, his heel[3] (see Achilles heel, Achilles' tendon). It is not clear
if this version of events was known earlier. In another version of this
story, Thetis anointed the boy in ambrosia and put him on top of a fire,
to burn away the mortal parts of his body. She was interrupted by
Peleus and abandoned both father and son in a rage.[4]

However, none of the sources before Statius makes any reference to
this general invulnerability. To the contrary, in the Iliad Homer
mentions Achilles being wounded: in Book 21 the Paeonian hero

Asteropaeus, son of Pelagon, challenged Achilles by the river Scamander. He cast two spears at once, one grazed
Achilles' elbow, "drawing a spurt of blood".
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Also, in the fragmentary poems of the Epic Cycle in which we can find description of the hero's death, Cypria
(unknown author), Aithiopis by Arctinus of Miletus, Little Iliad by Lesche of Mytilene, Iliou persis by Arctinus of
Miletus, there is no trace of any reference to his general invulnerability or his famous weakness (heel); in the later
vase paintings presenting Achilles' death, the arrow (or in many cases, arrows) hit his body.
Peleus entrusted Achilles to Chiron the Centaur, on Mt. Pelion, to be reared.[5]

Achilles in the Trojan War

The Rage of Achilles, by Giovanni Battista
Tiepolo

The first two lines of the Iliad read:
μῆνιν ἄειδε θεὰ Πηληϊάδεω Ἀχιλῆος
οὐλομένην, ἣ μυρί' Ἀχαιοῖς ἄλγε' ἔθηκεν,
Sing, Goddess, of the rage of Peleus' son Achilles,
the accursed rage that brought great suffering to the Achaeans.

Achilles' consuming rage is at times wavering, but at other times he
cannot be cooled. The humanization of Achilles by the events of the
war is an important theme of the narrative.
According to the Iliad, Achilles arrived at Troy with 50 ships, each
carrying 50 Myrmidons (Book 2). He appointed five leaders (each
leader commanding 500 Myrmidons): Menesthius, Eudorus, Peisander,
Phoenix and Alcimedon (Book 16).

Telephus

When the Greeks left for the Trojan War, they accidentally stopped in
Mysia, ruled by King Telephus. In the resulting battle, Achilles gave Telephus a wound that would not heal;
Telephus consulted an oracle, who stated that "he that wounded shall heal". Guided by the oracle, he arrived at
Argos, where Achilles healed him in order that he might become their guide for the voyage to Troy.

According to other reports in Euripides' lost play about Telephus, he went to Aulis pretending to be a beggar and
asked Achilles to heal his wound. Achilles refused, claiming to have no medical knowledge. Alternatively, Telephus
held Orestes for ransom, the ransom being Achilles' aid in healing the wound. Odysseus reasoned that the spear had
inflicted the wound; therefore, the spear must be able to heal it. Pieces of the spear were scraped off onto the wound
and Telephus was healed.

Troilus
According to the Cypria (the part of the Epic Cycle that tells the events of the Trojan War before Achilles' Wrath),
when the Achaeans desired to return home, they were restrained by Achilles, who afterwards attacked the cattle of
Aeneas, sacked neighboring cities and killed Troilus.[6]

According to Dares Phrygius' Account of the Destruction of Troy,[7] the Latin summary through which the story of 
Achilles was transmitted to medieval Europe, Troilus was a young Trojan prince, the youngest of King Priam's (or 
sometimes Apollo) and Hecuba's five legitimate sons. Despite his youth, he was one of the main Trojan war leaders. 
Prophecies linked Troilus' fate to that of Troy and so he was ambushed in an attempt to capture him. Yet Achilles, 
struck by the beauty of both Troilus and his sister Polyxena, and overcome with lust, directed his sexual attentions on 
the youth – who refusing to yield found instead himself decapitated upon an altar-omphalos of Apollo. Later 
versions of the story suggested Troilus was accidentally killed by Achilles in an over-ardent lovers' embrace. In this 
version of the myth, Achilles' death therefore came in retribution for this sacrilege.[8] Ancient writers treated Troilus 
as the epitome of a dead child mourned by his parents. Had Troilus lived to adulthood, the First Vatican
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Mythographer claimed Troy would have been invincible.

Achilles in the Iliad

Achilles sacrificing to Zeus, from the Ambrosian
Iliad, a 5th-century illuminated manuscript

Homer's Iliad is the most famous narrative of Achilles' deeds in the
Trojan War. Achilles' wrath is the central theme of the book. The
Homeric epic only covers a few weeks of the war, and does not narrate
Achilles' death. It begins with Achilles' withdrawal from battle after he
is dishonored by Agamemnon, the commander of the Achaean forces.
Agamemnon had taken a woman named Chryseis as his slave. Her
father Chryses, a priest of Apollo, begged Agamemnon to return her to
him. Agamemnon refused and Apollo sent a plague amongst the
Greeks. The prophet Calchas correctly determined the source of the
troubles but would not speak unless Achilles vowed to protect him.
Achilles did so and Calchas declared Chryseis must be returned to her father. Agamemnon consented, but then
commanded that Achilles' battle prize Briseis be brought to replace Chryseis. Angry at the dishonor (and as he says
later, because he loved Briseis)[9] and at the urging of his mother Thetis, Achilles refused to fight or lead his troops
alongside the other Greek forces. At this same time, burning with rage over Agamemnon's theft, Achilles prayed to
Thetis to convince Zeus to help the Trojans gain ground in the war, so that he may regain his honor.

As the battle turned against the Greeks, thanks to the influence of Zeus, Nestor declared that the Trojans were
winning because Agamemnon had angered Achilles, and urged the king to appease the warrior. Agamemnon agreed
and sent Odysseus and two other chieftains, Ajax and Phoenix, to Achilles with the offer of the return of Briseis and
other gifts. Achilles rejected all Agamemnon offered him, and simply urged the Greeks to sail home as he was
planning to do.
The Trojans, led by Hector, subsequently pushed the Greek army back toward the beaches and assaulted the Greek
ships. With the Greek forces on the verge of absolute destruction, Patroclus led the Myrmidons into battle wearing
Achilles' armor, though Achilles remained at his camp. Patroclus succeeded in pushing the Trojans back from the
beaches, but was killed by Hector before he could lead a proper assault on the city of Troy.

Triumphant Achilles dragging Hector's lifeless body in front of the Gates of Troy
(from a panoramic fresco on the upper level of the main hall of the Achilleion).

After receiving the news of the death of
Patroclus from Antilochus, the son of
Nestor, Achilles grieved over his beloved
companion's death and held many funeral
games in his honor. His mother Thetis came
to comfort the distraught Achilles. She
persuaded Hephaestus to make a new armor
for him, in place of the armor that Patroclus
had been wearing which was taken by
Hector. The new armor included the Shield
of Achilles, described in great detail by the
poet.

Enraged over the death of Patroclus, Achilles ended his refusal to fight and took the field killing many men in his
rage but always seeking out Hector. Achilles even engaged in battle with the river god Scamander who became
angry that Achilles was choking his waters with all the men he killed. The god tried to drown Achilles but was
stopped by Hera and Hephaestus. Zeus himself took note of Achilles' rage and sent the gods to restrain him so that he

would not go on to sack Troy itself, seeming to show that the unhindered rage of Achilles could defy fate itself as 
Troy was not meant to be destroyed yet. Finally, Achilles found his prey. Achilles chased Hector around the wall of
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Troy three times before Athena, in the form of Hector's favorite and dearest brother, Deiphobus, persuaded Hector to
stop running and fight Achilles face to face. After Hector realized the trick, he knew the battle was inevitable.
Wanting to go down fighting, he charged at Achilles with his only weapon, his sword, but missed. Accepting his
fate, Hector begged Achilles, not to spare his life, but to treat his body with respect after killing him. Achilles told
Hector it was hopeless to expect that of him, declaring that "my rage, my fury would drive me now to hack your
flesh away and eat you raw – such agonies you have caused me".[10] Achilles then got his vengeance.
With the assistance of the god Hermes, Hector's father, Priam, went to Achilles' tent to plead with Achilles to permit
him to perform for Hector his funeral rites. The final passage in the Iliad is Hector's funeral, after which the doom of
Troy was just a matter of time.

Penthesilea
Achilles, after his temporary truce with Priam, fought and killed the Amazonian warrior queen Penthesilea, but later
grieved over her death. At first, he was so distracted by her beauty, he did not fight as intensely as usual. Once he
realized that his distraction was endangering his life, he refocused and killed her. As he grieved over the death of
such a rare beauty, a notorious Greek jeerer by the name of Thersites laughed and mocked the great Achilles.
Annoyed by his insensitivity and disrespect, Achilles punched him in the face and killed him instantly.

Memnon, and the fall of Achilles

Achilles dying in the gardens of the Achilleion in
Corfu

Following the death of Patroclus, Achilles' closest companion was
Nestor's son Antilochus. When Memnon, king of Ethiopia slew
Antilochus, Achilles once more obtained revenge on the battlefield,
killing Memnon. The fight between Achilles and Memnon over
Antilochus echoes that of Achilles and Hector over Patroclus, except
that Memnon (unlike Hector) was also the son of a goddess.

Many Homeric scholars argued that episode inspired many details in
the Iliad's description of the death of Patroclus and Achilles' reaction to
it. The episode then formed the basis of the cyclic epic Aethiopis,
which was composed after the Iliad, possibly in the 7th century B.C.
The Aethiopis is now lost, except for scattered fragments quoted by
later authors.

The death of Achilles, as predicted by Hector with his dying breath, was brought about by Paris with an arrow (to the
heel according to Statius). In some versions, the god Apollo guided Paris' arrow. Some retellings also state that
Achilles was scaling the gates of Troy and was hit with a poisoned arrow.
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Ajax carries off the body of Achilles: Attic
black-figure lekythos, ca. 510 BC, from Sicily

(Staatliche Antikensammlungen, Munich)

All of these versions deny Paris any sort of valor, owing to the
common conception that Paris was a coward and not the man his
brother Hector was, and Achilles remained undefeated on the
battlefield. His bones were mingled with those of Patroclus, and
funeral games were held. He was represented in the Aethiopis as living
after his death in the island of Leuke at the mouth of the river Danube.

Another version of Achilles' death is that he fell deeply in love with
one of the Trojan princesses, Polyxena. Achilles asks Priam for
Polyxena's hand in marriage. Priam is willing because it would mean
the end of the war and an alliance with the world's greatest warrior. But
while Priam is overseeing the private marriage of Polyxena and
Achilles, Paris, who would have to give up Helen if Achilles married
his sister, hides in the bushes and shoots Achilles with a divine arrow,
killing him.

Achilles was cremated and his ashes buried in the same urn as those of
Patroclus.[11]

Paris was later killed by Philoctetes using the enormous bow of
Heracles.

Fate of Achilles' armor

Achilles' armor was the object of a feud between Odysseus and Telamonian Ajax (Ajax the greater). They competed
for it by giving speeches on why they were the bravest after Achilles to their Trojan prisoners, who after considering
both men came to a consensus in favor of Odysseus. Furious, Ajax cursed Odysseus, which earned the ire of Athena.
Athena temporarily made Ajax so mad with grief and anguish that he began killing sheep, thinking them his
comrades. After a while, when Athena lifted his madness and Ajax realized that he had actually been killing sheep,
Ajax was left so ashamed that he committed suicide. Odysseus eventually gave the armor to Neoptolemus, the son of
Achilles.

A relic claimed to be Achilles' bronze-headed spear was for centuries preserved in the temple of Athena on the
acropolis of Phaselis, Lycia, a port on the Pamphylian Gulf. The city was visited in 333 BC by Alexander the Great,
who envisioned himself as the new Achilles and carried the Iliad with him, but his court biographers do not mention
the spear, which he would indeed have touched with excitement.[12] But it was being shown in the time of Pausanias
in the 2nd century AD.[13]

Achilles and Patroclus
The exact nature of Achilles' relationship with Patroclus has been a subject of dispute in both the classical period and
modern times. In the Iliad, it appears to be the model of a deep and loyal friendship, but commentators from classical
antiquity to the present have often interpreted the relationship through the lens of their own cultures. In 5th-century
BC Athens, the intense bond was often viewed in light of the Greek custom of paiderasteia. In Plato's Symposium,
the participants in a dialogue about love debate assume that Achilles and Patroclus were a couple; Phaedrus argues
that Achilles was the younger and more beautiful one so he was the beloved and Patroclus was the lover.[14] But
ancient Greek had no words to distinguish "heterosexual" and "homosexual,"[15] and it was assumed that a man
could both desire handsome young men and have sex with women. Although epic decorum excluded explicit
sexuality, the Iliad indicates that Achilles had sexual relations with women, with no direct evidence of sexual
behaviors with Patroclus. In the 2004 film Troy, Achilles and Patroclus were cousins.
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Worship of Achilles in antiquity

Achilles and Briseis

There was an archaic heroic cult of Achilles on the White Island,
Leuce, in the Black Sea off the modern coasts of Romania and
Ukraine, with a temple and an oracle which survived into the Roman
period.[16]

In the lost epic Aithiopis, a continuation of the Iliad attributed to
Arktinus of Miletos, Achilles’ mother Thetis returned to mourn him
and removed his ashes from the pyre and took them to Leuce at the
mouths of the Danube. There the Achaeans raised a tumulus for him
and celebrated funeral games.

Pliny's Natural History (IV.27.1) mentions a tumulus that is no longer
evident (Insula Akchillis tumulo eius viri clara), on the island
consecrated to him, located at a distance of fifty Roman miles from
Peuce by the Danube Delta, and the temple there. Pausanias has been
told that the island is "covered with forests and full of animals, some
wild, some tame. In this island there is also Achilles’ temple and his
statue" (III.19.11). Ruins of a square temple 30 meters to a side,
possibly that dedicated to Achilles, were discovered by Captain
Kritzikly in 1823, but there has been no modern archeological work
done on the island.

Pomponius Mela tells that Achilles is buried in the island named Achillea, between Boristhene and Ister (De situ
orbis, II, 7). The Greek geographer Dionysius Periegetus of Bithynia, who lived at the time of Domitian, writes that
the island was called Leuce "because the wild animals which live there are white. It is said that there, in Leuce
island, reside the souls of Achilles and other heroes, and that they wander through the uninhabited valleys of this
island; this is how Jove rewarded the men who had distinguished themselves through their virtues, because through
virtue they had acquired everlasting honor". [17]

The Periplus of the Euxine Sea gives the following details: "It is said that the goddess Thetis raised this island from 
the sea, for her son Achilles, who dwells there. Here is his temple and his statue, an archaic work. This island is not 
inhabited, and goats graze on it, not many, which the people who happen to arrive here with their ships, sacrifice to 
Achilles. In this temple are also deposited a great many holy gifts, craters, rings and precious stones, offered to 
Achilles in gratitude. One can still read inscriptions in Greek and Latin, in which Achilles is praised and celebrated. 
Some of these are worded in Patroclus’ honor, because those who wish to be favored by Achilles, honor Patroclus at 
the same time. There are also in this island countless numbers of sea birds, which look after Achilles’ temple. Every 
morning they fly out to sea, wet their wings with water, and return quickly to the temple and sprinkle it. And after 
they finish the sprinkling, they clean the hearth of the temple with their wings. Other people say still more, that some 
of the men who reach this island, come here intentionally. They bring animals in their ships, destined to be 
sacrificed. Some of these animals they slaughter, others they set free on the island, in Achilles’ honor. But there are 
others, who are forced to come to this island by sea storms. As they have no sacrificial animals, but wish to get them 
from the god of the island himself, they consult Achilles’ oracle. They ask permission to slaughter the victims chosen 
from among the animals that graze freely on the island, and to deposit in exchange the price which they consider fair. 
But in case the oracle denies them permission, because there is an oracle here, they add something to the price 
offered, and if the oracle refuses again, they add something more, until at last, the oracle agrees that the price is 
sufficient. And then the victim doesn’t run away any more, but waits willingly to be caught. So, there is a great 
quantity of silver there, consecrated to the hero, as price for the sacrificial victims. To some of the people who come 
to this island, Achilles appears in dreams, to others he would appear even during their navigation, if they were not
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too far away, and would instruct them as to which part of the island they would better anchor their ships". (quoted in
Densuşianu)
The heroic cult of Achilles on Leuce island was widespread in antiquity, not only along the sea lanes of the Pontic
Sea but also in maritime cities whose economic interests were tightly connected to the riches of the Black Sea.
Achilles from Leuce island was venerated as Pontarches the lord and master of the Pontic Sea, the protector of
sailors and navigation. Sailors went out of their way to offer sacrifice. To Achilles of Leuce were dedicated a number
of important commercial port cities of the Greek waters: Achilleion in Messenia (Stephanus Byzantinus), Achilleios
in Laconia (Pausanias, III.25,4) Nicolae Densuşianu (Densuşianu 1913) even though he recognized Achilles in the
name of Aquileia and in the north arm of the Danube delta, the arm of Chilia ("Achileii"), though his conclusion, that
Leuce had sovereign rights over Pontos, evokes modern rather than archaic sea-law."
Leuce had also a reputation as a place of healing. Pausanias (III.19,13) reports that the Delphic Pythia sent a lord of
Croton to be cured of a chest wound. Ammianus Marcellinus (XXII.8) attributes the healing to waters (aquae) on the
island.

Worship of Achilles in modern times: The Achilleion in Corfu
In the region of Gastouri (Γαστούρι) to the south of the city of Corfu Greece, Empress of Austria Elisabeth of
Bavaria also known as Sissi built in 1890 a summer palace with Achilles as its central theme and it is a monument to
platonic romanticism. The palace, naturally, was named after Achilles: Achilleion (Αχίλλειον). This elegant structure
abounds with paintings and statues of Achilles both in the main hall and in the lavish gardens depicting the heroic
and tragic scenes of the Trojan war.

Other stories

Achilles as guardian of the palace in the gardens
of the Achilleion in Corfu. He gazes northward
toward the city. The inscription in Greek reads:

ΑΧΙΛΛΕΥΣ i.e. Achilles

Some post-Homeric sources claim that in order to keep Achilles safe
from the war, Thetis (or, in some versions, Peleus) hides the young
man at the court of Lycomedes, king of Skyros. There, Achilles is
disguised as a girl and lives among Lycomedes' daughters, perhaps
under the name "Pyrrha" (the red-haired girl). With Lycomedes'
daughter Deidamia, whom in the account of Statius he rapes, Achilles
there fathers a son, Neoptolemus (also called Pyrrhus, after his father's
possible alias). According to this story, Odysseus learns from the
prophet Calchas that the Achaeans would be unable to capture Troy
without Achilles' aid. Odysseus goes to Skyros in the guise of a peddler
selling women's clothes and jewelry and places a shield and spear
among his goods. When Achilles instantly takes up the spear,
Odysseus sees through his disguise and convinces him to join the
Greek campaign. In another version of the story, Odysseus arranges for
a trumpet alarm to be sounded while he was with Lycomedes' women;
while the women flee in panic, Achilles prepares to defend the court,
thus giving his identity away.[18]

In book 11 of Homer's Odyssey, Odysseus sails to the underworld and
converses with the shades. One of these is Achilles, who when greeted

as "blessed in life, blessed in death", responds that he would rather be a slave to the worst of masters than be king of
all the dead. But Achilles then asks Odysseus of his son's exploits in the Trojan war, and when Odysseus tells of

Neoptolemus' heroic actions, Achilles is filled with satisfaction. This leaves the reader with an ambiguous 
understanding of how Achilles felt about the heroic life. Achilles was worshipped as a sea-god in many of the Greek
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colonies on the Black Sea, the location of the mythical "White Island" which he was said to inhabit after his death,
together with many other heroes.
The kings of the Epirus claimed to be descended from Achilles through his son, Neoptolemus. Alexander the Great,
son of the Epirote princess Olympias, could therefore also claim this descent, and in many ways strove to be like his
great ancestor. He is said to have visited the tomb of Achilles at Achilleion while passing Troy.[19] In AD 216 the
Roman Emperor Caracalla, while on his way to war against Parthia, emulated Alexander by holding games around
Achilles' tumulus.[20]

Achilles fought and killed the Amazon Helene. Some also said he married Medea, and that after both their deaths
they were united in the Elysian Fields of Hades – as Hera promised Thetis in Apollonius' Argonautica. In some
versions of the myth, Achilles has a relationship with his captive Briseis.

Achilles in Greek tragedy
The Greek tragedian Aeschylus wrote a trilogy of plays about Achilles, given the title Achilleis by modern scholars.
The tragedies relate the deeds of Achilles during the Trojan War, including his defeat of Hector and eventual death
when an arrow shot by Paris and guided by Apollo punctures his heel. Extant fragments of the Achilleis and other
Aeschylean fragments have been assembled to produce a workable modern play. The first part of the Achilleis
trilogy, The Myrmidons, focused on the relationship between Achilles and chorus, who represent the Achaean army
and try to convince Achilles to give up his quarrel with Agamemnon; only a few lines survive today.[21] In Plato's
Symposium, Phaedrus points out that Aeschylus portrayed Achilles as the lover and Patroclus as the beloved;
Phaedrus argues that this is incorrect because Achilles, being the younger and more beautiful of the two, was the
beloved, who loved his lover so much that he chose to die to revenge him.[22]

The tragedian Sophocles also wrote The Lovers of Achilles, a play with Achilles as the main character. Only a few
fragments survive.
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Achilles in Greek philosophy
The philosopher Zeno of Elea centered one of his paradoxes on an imaginary footrace between "swift-footed"
Achilles and a tortoise, by which he attempted to show that Achilles could not catch up to a tortoise with a head start,
and therefore that motion and change were impossible. As a student of the monist Parmenides and a member of the
Eleatic school, Zeno believed time and motion to be illusions.

Achilles in later art

The Wrath of Achilles, by François-Léon
Benouville (1821–1859) (Musée Fabre)

Drama

• Achilles is portrayed as a former hero who has become lazy and
devoted to the love of Patroclus, in William Shakespeare's Troilus
and Cressida.

Fiction

• Achilles plays a part in the novel, The Firebrand by Marion Zimmer
Bradley.

• In Aaron Allston's Galatea in 2-D, a painting of Achilles is one of
those brought to life.

• Achilles appears in Dante's Inferno.
• Achilles is one of the beings who empower DC Comics hero

Captain Marvel, giving him courage and later invulnerability.
• The ghost of Achilles appears in the Percy Jackson novel The Last

Olympian, warning Percy that if he enters the river Styx, he will
obtain great strength but also a greater weakness.

• Achilles is a central character in David Malouf's novel Ransom
(2009).

• Achilles is a major character in P. C. Cast's sixth Goddess
Summoning novel Warrior Rising. The novel centers on his
relationship with Polyxena.

• Achilles is a major character in Madeline Miller's debut novel, The Song of Achilles (2011), which won the 2012
Orange Prize for Fiction. The novel explores the relationship between Patroclus and Achilles from boyhood to the
fateful events of the Iliad.

Film
The role of Achilles has been played by:
• Piero Lulli in Ulysses (1955)
• Stanley Baker in Helen of Troy (1956)
• Riley Ottenhof in Something about Zeus (1958)
• Arturo Dominici in La Guerra di Troia (1962)
• Gordon Mitchell in The Fury of Achilles (1962)
• Derek Jacobi [voice] in Achilles (Channel Four Television) by Barry Purves (1995)
• Steve Davislim in La Belle Hélène (TV, 1996)
• Richard Trewett in the miniseries The Odyssey (TV, 1997)
• Joe Montana in Helen of Troy (TV, 2003)
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• Brad Pitt in Troy (2004)

Music
Achilles has frequently been mentioned in music:
• Achilles is a hardcore band.
• "Achilles" is an oratorio by German composer Max Bruch (1885).
• "Achilles" is a song by Jag Panzer (Casting the Stones).
• "Achilles, Agony & Ecstasy In Eight Parts", by Manowar (The Triumph of Steel, 1992).
• "Achilles" is a song by New Jersey screamo band You and I.
• "Achilles: The Back Breaker" is a song by The Showdown.
• Achilles Heel is an album by Pedro the Lion.
• "Achilles' Heel" is a song by Toploader.
• "Achilles Last Stand", by Led Zeppelin (Presence, 1976).
• "Achilles' Revenge" is a song by Warlord.
• "Achilles' Wrath" is a concert piece by Sean O'Loughlin.
• Achilles' death is mentioned in the song "Helen and Cassandra" from the album "Last Days of the Century" by Al

Stewart.
• Achilles is referred to in Bob Dylan's song "Temporary Like Achilles".
• Achilles is mentioned in the song "Third Temptation Of Paris", by Alesana.
• Achilles is mentioned in the song "The Mechanic", by 50 Cent.
• Achilles is mentioned in the song "57821", by Janelle Monáe ft. Deep Cotton.

Television
• In the animated television series Class of the Titans, one of the seven heroes, Archie, is descended from Achilles

and has inherited both his vulnerable heel and part of his invincibility.

Poetry
• "Achilles in the Trench" is a famous poem by Patrick Shaw-Stewart.
• The Triumph of Achilles is Louise Glück's fourth collection of poetry.
• "The Shield of Achilles" is a notable work of W.H. Auden.
• Achilles is also mentioned in "War Music" by Christopher Logue, "Achilles' Song" by Robert Duncan, "Ars

Poetica" by Eleanor Wilner, "Portrait of a Lady" by T.S. Eliot, and "Vietnam Epic Treatment" by Donald Revell.

Video games
• Achilles is central and playable character in KOEI's Warriors: Legends of Troy. He also appears as a guest

character in KOEI's Musou Orochi 2 (Warriors Orochi 3).

Namesakes
•• The name of Achilles has been used for at least nine Royal Navy warships since 1744. A 60-gun ship of that name

served at the Battle of Belleisle in 1761 while a 74-gun ship served at the Battle of Trafalgar. Other battle honours
include Walcheren 1809. An armored cruiser of that name served in the Royal Navy during the First World War
and was scrapped in 1921.

• HMNZS Achilles was a Leander class cruiser which served with the Royal New Zealand Navy in World War II. It 
became famous for its part in the Battle of the River Plate, alongside HMS Ajax and HMS Exeter. In addition to 
earning the battle honour 'River Plate', HMNZS Achilles also served at Guadalcanal 1942–43 and Okinawa in
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1945. The ship was sold to the Indian Navy in 1948 but when she was scrapped parts of the ship were saved and
preserved in New Zealand.

• Prince Achileas-Andreas of Greece and Denmark, the grandson of the deposed Greek king, Constantine II.
• The character Achilles in Ender's Shadow, by Orson Scott Card. Achilles shares his namesake's cunning mind and

ruthless attitude.
•• In the Star Trek universe, the Achilles Class is an advanced type of Federation battleship brought into service at

the outbreak of the Dominion War, though not seen in any of the canon Star Trek TV series.
•• Achilles armor and valour is includeded in Titan Quest and TQ Immortal Throne.

Notes
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[2] Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound 755–768; Pindar, Nemean 5.34–37, Isthmian 8.26–47; Poeticon astronomicon (ii.15)
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accessed October 23, 2007

[9] Iliad 9.334–343.
[10][10] "The Iliad", Fagles translation. Penguin Books, 1991, p. 553.
[11][11] Hamilton E. Mythology, New York: Penguin Books; 1969
[12] "Alexander came to rest at Phaselis, a coastal city which was later renowned for the possession of Achilles' original spear." Robin Lane Fox,

Alexander the Great 1973.144.
[13] Pausanias, iii.3.6; see Christian Jacob and Anne Mullen-Hohl, "The Greek Traveler's Areas of Knowledge: Myths and Other Discourses in

Pausanias' Description of Greece", Yale French Studies 59: Rethinking History: Time, Myth, and Writing (1980:65–85) esp. p. 81.
[14] Plato, Symposium, 180a (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Plat. + Sym. + 180a); the beauty of Achilles was a topic already

broached at Iliad 2.673–4.
[15] Kenneth Dover, Greek Homosexuality (Harvard University Press, 1978, 1989), p. 1 et passim.
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[17] Orbis descriptio, v. 541, quoted in Densuşianu 1913
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13. 8, Statius, Achilleid, ii. 167ff.
[19] Arrian, Anabasis Alexandri 1.12.1, Cicero, Pro Archia Poeta 24.
[20] Dio Cassius 78.16.7.
[21] Pantelis Michelakis, Achilles in Greek Tragedy, 2002, p. 22
[22] Plato, Symposium, translated Benjamin Jowett, Dover Thrift Editions, page 8
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Patroclus

A cup depicting Achilles bandaging Patroklos' arm, by the Sosias
Painter.

In Greek mythology, as recorded in Homer's Iliad,
Patroclus, or Patroklos (Ancient Greek:
Πάτροκλος Patroklos "glory of the father"), was the
son of Menoetius, grandson of Actor, King of Opus,
and was Achilles' beloved comrade and
brother-in-arms.

Patroclus’ genealogy

Menoetius was a member of the Argonauts in his
youth. He had several marriages, and in different
versions of the tale four different women are named as
the mother of Patroclus. The Bibliotheca names three
wives of Menoetius as possible mothers of Patroclus:
Periopis, daughter of Pheres, founder of Pherae;
Polymele, daughter of Peleus, King of Phthia and older
half-sister of Achilles; and Sthenele, daughter of
Acastus and Astydameia. Gaius Julius Hyginus names
Philomela as Patroclus' mother.

Menoetius was a son of Actor, King of Opus in Locris by Aegina. Aegina was a daughter of Asopus and mother of
Aeacus by Zeus. Aeacus was father of Peleus, Telamon and Phocus.

Actor was a son of Deioneus, King of Phocis and Diomede. His paternal grandparents were Aeolus of Thessaly and
Enarete. His maternal grandparents were Xuthus and Creusa, daughter of Erechtheus and Praxithea.

Life before the Trojan War
In his youth, Patroclus accidentally killed his friend, Clysonymus, during an argument over a game of dice. His
father fled with Patroclus into exile to evade revenge, and they took shelter at the palace of their kinsman King
Peleus of Phthia. There Patroclus apparently first met Peleus' son Achilles. Peleus sent the boys to live in the
wilderness and be raised by Chiron, the cave-dwelling wise King of the Centaurs.
Patroclus was somewhat older than Achilles (Iliad XI, 780-790).
In a post-Homeric version, he is listed among the unsuccessful suitors of Helen of Sparta, all of whom took a solemn
oath to defend the chosen husband against whoever should quarrel with him. At about that time Patroclus killed Las,
founder of a namesake city near Gytheio, Laconia, according to Pausanias the geographer. Pausanias reported that
the killing was alternatively attributed to Achilles. However Achilles was not otherwise said ever to have visited
Peloponnesos.
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Trojan War activities

The body of Patroclus is lifted by Menelaus and Meriones while Odysseus and
others look on (Etruscan relief, 2nd century BC)

When the tide of war turned away from the
Acheans, and the Trojans threatened their
ships, Patroclus convinced Achilles to let
him don Achilles' armor and lead the
Myrmidons into combat. In his lust for
combat, Patroclus pursued the Trojans all
the way back to the gates of Troy, defying
Achilles' order to break off combat once the
ships were saved. Patroclus killed many
Trojans and allies including the Lycian hero
Sarpedon (a son of Zeus), and Cebriones
(the chariot driver of Hector and illegitimate
son of Priam). Patroclus was stunned by
Apollo, wounded by Euphorbos, then
finished off by Hector. At the time of his
death, Patroclus had killed 53 enemy

soldiers.[1]

After retrieving his body, which had been protected on the field by Odysseus and Ajax (Telamonian Aias), Achilles
returned to battle and avenged his companion's death by killing Hector. Achilles then desecrated Hector's body by
dragging it behind his chariot instead of allowing the Trojans to honorably dispose of it by burning it. Achilles' grief
was great and for some time, he refused to dispose of Patroclus' body; but he was persuaded to do so by an apparition
of Patroclus, who told Achilles he could not enter Hades without a proper cremation. Achilles sheared off his hair,
and sacrificed horses, dogs, and twelve Trojan captives before placing Patroclus' body on the funeral pyre.

Achilles then organized an athletic competition to honour his dead companion, which included a chariot race (won
by Diomedes), boxing (won by Epeios), wrestling (a draw between Telamonian Aias and Odysseus), a foot race
(won by Odysseus), a duel (a draw between Aias and Diomedes), a discus throw (won by Polypoites), an archery
contest (won by Meriones), and a javelin throw (won by Agamemnon, unopposed). The games are described in Book
23 of the Iliad, one of the earliest references to Greek sports.

Relationship to Achilles
In the Iliad, the relationship between Patroclus and Achilles is a vital part of the story. The relationship contributes to
the overall theme of the humanization of Achilles. While the Iliad never explicitly stated as such, in later Greek
writings, such as Plato's Symposium, the relationship between Patroclus and Achilles is held up as a model of
romantic love. However, Xenophon in his Symposium, argued that it was inaccurate to label their relationship as
romantic. Nevertheless, their relationship is said to have inspired Alexander the Great in his supposed romantic
relationship with his close friend Hephaestion.
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Burial and later reports
The funeral of Patroclus is described in book 23 of the Iliad. Patroclus is cremated on a funeral pyre, and his bones
are collected into a golden urn in two layers of fat. The barrow is built on the location of the pyre. Achilles then
sponsors funeral games, consisting of a chariot race, boxing, wrestling, running, a duel between two champions to
the first blood, discus throwing, archery and spear throwing.
The death of Achilles is given in sources other than the Iliad. His bones were mingled with those of Patroclus so that
the two would be companions in death as in life and the remains were transferred to Leuke, an island in the Black
Sea. Their souls were reportedly seen wandering the island at times.
In Homer's Odyssey, Odysseus meets Achilles in Hades, accompanied by Patroclus, Telamonian Aias and
Antilochus.
A general of Croton identified either as Autoleon or Leonymus reportedly visited the island of Leuke while
recovering from wounds received in battle against the Locri Epizefiri. The event was placed during or after the 7th
century BCE. He reported having seen Patroclus in the company of Achilles, Ajax the Lesser, Telamonian Aias,
Antilochus, and Helen.

Spoken-word myths - audio files

Achilles and Patroclus myths as told by story tellers

Bibliography of reconstruction: Homer Iliad, 9.308, 16.2, 11.780, 23.54 (700 BC); Pindar Olympian Odes, IX (476 BC); Aeschylus Myrmidons,
F135-36 (495 BC); Euripides Iphigenia in Aulis, (405 BC); Plato Symposium, 179e (388 BC-367 BC); Statius Achilleid, 161, 174, 182 (96 CE)

Modern sources
• Evslin, Bernard (2006). Gods, demigods & demons. I. Tauris.
• Michelakis, Pantelis (2007). Achilles in Greek Tragedy. Cambridge University Press.
• Kerenyi, Karl (1959). The Heroes of the Greeks. New York/London: Thames and Hudson.pp 57–61 et passim
• Sergent, Bernard (1986). Homosexuality in Greek Myth. Boston: Beacon Press.
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Hector

Hector brought back to Troy. From a Roman sarcophagus of ca.
180–200 AD.

In Greek mythology, Hectōr (Ἕκτωρ), or Hektōr, was
a Trojan prince and the greatest fighter for Troy in the
Trojan War. As the first-born son of King Priam and
Queen Hecuba, a descendant of Dardanus, who lived
under Mount Ida, and of Tros, the founder of Troy,[1]

he was a prince of the royal house and the heir apparent
to his father's throne. He was married to Andromache,
with whom he had an infant son, Scamandrius (whom
the people of Troy called Astyanax). He acts as leader
of the Trojans and their allies in the defense of Troy,
killing 31 Greek fighters in all.[2] In the European
Middle Ages, Hector figures as one of the Nine
Worthies noted by Jacques de Longuyon, known not
only for his courage but also for his noble and courtly
nature. Indeed Homer places Hector as peace-loving, thoughtful as well as bold, a good son, husband and father, and
without darker motives. When the Trojans are disputing whether the omens are favorable, he retorts: "One omen is
best: defending the fatherland."

Etymology
In Greek, Héktōr is a derivative of the verb ékhein, archaic form hékhein, "to have" or "to hold". Héktōr, or Éktōr as
found in Aeolic poetry, is also an epithet of Zeus in his capacity as "he who holds [everything together]". Hector's
name could thus be taken to mean "holding fast".[3]

Greek mythology

Greatest warrior of Troy

Hector Admonishes Paris for His Softness and
Exhorts Him to Go to War by J.H.W. Tischbein

(1751–1828)

According to the Iliad, Hector did not approve of war between the
Greeks and the Trojans.

For ten years the Achaeans besieged Troy and their allies in the east.
Hector commanded the Trojan army, with a number of subordinates
including Polydamas, and his brothers Deiphobus, Helenus and Paris.
However, by all accounts Hector was the best warrior the Trojans and
all their allies could field, and his fighting prowess was admired by
Greeks and his own people alike.

Diomedes and Odysseus, when faced with his attack, described him as
what Robert Fagles translated as an 'invincible headlong terror', and a
'maniac'.

Duels with warriors
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Duel with Protesilaus

In the Iliad, Hector's exploits in the war prior to the events of the book are recapitulated. He had fought the Greek
champion Protesilaus in single combat at the start of the war and killed him. A prophecy had stated that the first
Greek to land on Trojan soil would die. Protesilaus, Ajax and Odysseus thus would not land. Finally, Odysseus
threw his shield out and landed on that, and Protesilaus jumped next from his own ship. In the ensuing fight, Hector
killed him, fulfilling the prophecy.

Ajax and Hector exchange gifts (woodcut in
Andreas Alciatus, Emblematum libellus, 1591)

Duel with Ajax

At the advice of his brother Helenus (who also is divinely inspired) and
being told by him that he is not destined to die yet, Hector manages to
get both armies seated and challenges any one of the Greek warriors to
single combat.[4] The Argives are initially reluctant to accept the
challenge. However, after Nestor's chiding, nine Greek heroes step up
to the challenge and draw by lot to see who is to face Hector. Ajax
wins, and fights Hector to a stalemate for the entire day. With neither
able to achieve victory, they express admiration for each other's
courage, skill, and strength. Hector gives Ajax his sword, which Ajax
will later use to kill himself. Ajax gives Hector his girdle, which will
later be used to attach Hector's corpse to Achilles' chariot by which he
is dragged around the walls of Troy.

The Greek and the Trojans make a truce to bury the dead. In the early dawn the next day the Greeks take advantage
of it to build a wall and ditch around the ships. Zeus is watching in a distance.[5]

Duel with Achilles

Another mention of Hector's exploits in the early years of war was given in the Iliad book 9. During the embassy to
Achilles, Odysseus, Phoenix and Ajax all try to persuade Achilles to rejoin the fight. In his response, Achilles points
out that while Hector was terrorizing the Greek forces now, while he himself had fought in their front lines, Hector
had 'no wish' to take his force far beyond the walls and out from the Scaean Gate and nearby oak tree. He then
claims, 'There he stood up to me alone one day, and he barely escaped my onslaught.'
A 2004 film version of Troy has Achilles slaying Hector following a duel, whereas in the Iliad it is rather different.
Hector remains outside the walls, while his army flees into the city. As Achilles approaches, Hector stands his
ground, fights and dies upon looking up at Troy. The film version of his death more resembles the single combat
between the champions mentioned by Achilles in the Iliad, book 9.
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Hector's last visit with his wife, Andromache, and
infant son Astyanax, startled by his father's

helmet (Apulian red-figure vase, 370–360 BC)

In the tenth year of the war, observing Paris avoiding combat with
Menelaus, Hector upbraids him with having brought trouble on his
whole country and now refusing to fight. Paris therefore proposes
single combat between himself and Menelaus, with Helen to go to the
victor, ending the war.[6] The duel, however, leads to inconclusive
results due to intervention by Aphrodite who leads Paris off the field.
After Pandarus wounds Menelaus with an arrow the fight begins again.

The Greeks attack and drive the Trojans back. Hector must now go out
to lead a counter-attack. His wife, Andromache, carrying in her arms
their son Astyanax, intercepts him at the gate, pleading with him not to
go out for her sake as well as his son's. Hector knows that Troy and the
house of Priam are doomed to fall and that the gloomy fate of his wife
and infant son will be to die or go into slavery in a foreign land. With
understanding, compassion, and tenderness he explains that he cannot
personally refuse to fight, and comforts her with the idea that no one
can take him until it is his time to go.[7] The gleaming bronze helmet frightens Astyanax and makes him cry.[8]

Hector takes it off, embraces his wife and son, and for her sake prays aloud to Zeus that his son might be chief after
him and become more glorious in battle than he.

Hector and Paris pass through the gate and rally the Trojans, raising havoc among the Greeks.

Trojan counterattack
Zeus weighs the fates of the two armies in the balance, and that of the Greeks sinks down. The Trojans press the
Greeks into their camp over the ditch and wall and would have laid hands on the ships, but Agamemnon rallies the
Greeks in person. The Trojans are driven off, night falls, and Hector resolves to take the camp and burn the ships
next day. The Trojans bivouac in the field.

"A thousand camp-fires gleamed upon the plain, ...".[9]

The next day Agamemnon rallies the Greeks and drives the Trojans
"like a herd of cows maddened with fright when a lion has attacked them ..."[10]

Hector refrains from battle until Agamemnon leaves the field, wounded in the arm by a spear. Then Hector rallies the
Trojans:

"...like some fierce tempest that swoops down upon the sea...."
Diomedes and Odysseus hinder Hector and win the Greeks some time to retreat, but the Trojans sweep down upon
the wall and rain blows upon it. The Greeks in the camp contest the gates to secure entrance for their fleeing
warriors. The Trojans try to pull down the ramparts while the Greeks rain arrows upon them. Hector smashes open a
gate with a large stone, clears the gate and calls on the Trojans to scale the wall, which they do, and

"... all was uproar and confusion."[11]
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Battle at the ships, on a Roman-era sarcophagus, 225-250 AD.

The battle rages inside the camp. Hector goes
down, hit by a stone thrown by Ajax, but Apollo
arrives from Olympus and infuses strength into
"the shepherd of the people", who orders a chariot
attack, with Apollo clearing the way. Many
combats, deaths, boasts, threats, epithets, figures of
speech, stories, lines of poetry and books of the
Iliad later, Hector lays hold of Protesilaus' ship and
calls for fire. The Trojans cannot bring it to him, as
Ajax kills everyone who tries. Eventually, Hector
breaks Ajax' spear with his sword, forcing him to give ground, and he sets the ship on fire.[12]

These events are all according to the will of the gods, who have decreed the fall of Troy, and therefore intend to
tempt Achilles back into the war. Patroclus, Achilles' closest companion, disguised in the armor of Achilles, enters
the combat leading the Myrmidons and the rest of the Achaeans to force a Trojan withdrawal. After Patroclus has
routed the Trojan army, Hector, with the aid of Apollo and Euphorbus, kills Patroclus, vaunting over him:

"I am foremost of all the Trojan warriors to stave the day of bondage from off them; as for you, vultures shall
devour you here."

The dying Patroclus replies:
".. death and the day of your doom are close upon you...".[13]

Hector's last fight

“"Alas! the gods have lured me on to my destruction. ... death is now indeed exceedingly near at hand and there is no way out of it- for so Zeus
and his son Apollo the far-darter have willed it, though heretofore they have been ever ready to protect me. My doom has come upon me; let
me not then die ingloriously and without a struggle, but let me first do some great thing that shall be told among men hereafter. ”

—Spoken by Hector facing Achilles, after a missed spear-throw, The Iliad Book XXII Lines 299-305.

Hector strips the armor of Achilles off the fallen Patroclus and gives it to his men to take back to the city. Glaucus
accuses Hector of cowardice for not challenging Ajax. Stung, Hector calls for the armor, puts it on and uses it to
rally the Trojans. Zeus regards the donning of a hero's armor as an act of insolence by a fool about to die, but it
makes him strong for now.[14]

The next day, the enraged Achilles renounces the wrath that kept him out of action and routs the Trojans back to the
city. Hector chooses to remain outside the gates of Troy and face Achilles, partially because had he listened to
Polydamas and retreated with his troops the previous night, Achilles would not have killed so many Trojans.
However, when he sees Achilles he is seized by fear, and turns to flee, as Achilles gives chase to him three times
around the city. Hector then masters his fear and turns to face Achilles. But Athena, in the disguise of Hector's
brother Deiphobus, deluded Hector. He requests from Achilles that the victor would return the other's body after the
duel, (though Hector himself made it clear he planned to throw Patroclus' body to the dogs) but Achilles refuses.
Achilles hurls his spear at Hector, who dodges it, but Athena brought it back to Achilles' hands without Hector
noticing. Hector then throws his spear at Achilles; it hits the shield but to no avail. When Hector turns to face his
supposed brother to retrieve another spear he sees no one there. At that moment he realizes that he is doomed. Hector
decides that he will go down fighting and that men will talk about his bravery in years to come; the desire to achieve
ever-lasting honor was one of the most fierce for soldiers living in the timocratic (honor based) society of the age.
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Triumphant Achilles dragging Hector's lifeless body in front of the Gates
of Troy. (From a panoramic fresco on the upper level of the main hall of

the Achilleion)

Hector pulls out his sword, now his only weapon,
and charges. Achilles, knowing the weak spot of
his old armor, which Hector now wears, is at the
neck, stabs his spear through the armor into
Hector's throat but misses the vocal cords. Hector,
in his final moments, begs Achilles for an
honorable burial. However, Achilles replies that he
will let dogs and vultures devour Hector's flesh.
(Throughout the Homeric poems, several
references are made to dogs, vultures, and other
creatures that devour the dead. It can be seen as
another way of saying one will die.) Hector dies,

prophesying that Achilles' death will follow soon.
After his death, Achilles slits Hector's heels and passes the girdle that Ajax had given Hector through the slits of the
heels. He then fastens the girdle to his chariot and drives his fallen enemy through the dust to the Danaan camp. For
the next twelve days, Achilles mistreats the body, but it remains preserved from all injury by Apollo and Aphrodite.
After these twelve days, the gods can no longer stand watching it and send down two messengers: Iris, another
messenger god, and Thetis, mother to Achilles. Thetis has told Achilles to allow King Priam to come and take the
body for ransom. Once King Priam has been notified that Achilles will allow him to claim the body, he goes to his
safe to withdraw the ransom for Hector's body. The ransom King Priam offers included twelve fine robes, twelve
white mantles, several richly embroidered tunics, ten bars of yellow gold, a special gold cup, and several cauldrons.
King Priam himself soon comes to claim the body, and Hermes grants him safe passage by casting a charm that will
make anyone who looks at him fall asleep.

“ Think of thy father, and this helpless face
behold!
See him in me, as helpless and as old!
Though not so wretched: there he yields to me,
The first of men in sovereign misery!
Thus forced to kneel, thus groveling to embrace
The scourge and ruin of my realm and race;
Suppliant my children’s murderer to implore,
And kiss those hands yet reeking with their gore! ”
—Spoken by Priam to Achilles, The Iliad Book XXIV, Pope's translation

Achilles, moved by Priam's actions and following his mother's orders sent by Zeus, returns Hector's body, and
promises Priam a truce of twelve days to allow the Trojans to perform funeral rites for Hector. Priam returns to Troy
with the body of his son, and it is given full funeral honors. Even Helen mourns Hector, for he had always been kind
to her and protected her from spite. The last lines of the Iliad are dedicated to Hector's funeral. Homer concludes by
referring to the Trojan prince as the "tamer of horses."[15]

Historical references
There is little direct evidence of the historical existence of Homeric heroes; i.e., no inscriptions, signatures,
eye-witness accounts, etc. Theories about them have to rely on a preponderance of other evidence, which alone are
not solid enough to warrant much conclusiveness. The most valuable evidence, if relevant, are the treaties and letters
mentioned in Hittite cuneiform texts of the same approximate era, which mention an unruly Western Anatolian
warlord named Piyama-Radu (possibly Priam) and his successor Alaksandu (possibly Alexander, the nickname of
Paris) both based in Wilusa (possibly Ilion/Ilios), as well as the god Apaliunas (possibly Apollo).
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Other such pieces of quasi-evidence are names of Trojan heroes in Linear B tablets. Twenty out of fifty-eight men's
names also known from Homer, including e-ko-to (Hector), are Trojan warriors and some, including Hector, are in a
servile capacity.[16] No such conclusion that they are the offspring of Trojan captive women is warranted. Generally
the public has to be content with the knowledge that these names existed in Greek in Mycenaean times, although
Page[17] hypothesizes that Hector "may very well be ... a familiar Greek form impressed on a similar-sounding
foreign name."
When Pausanias visited Thebes in Boeotia, in the second century AD, he was shown Hector's tomb and was told that
the bones had been transported to Thebes according to a Delphic oracle. Moses I. Finley observes[18] "this typical bit
of fiction must mean that there was an old Theban hero Hector, a Greek, whose myths antedated the Homeric poems.
Even after Homer had located Hector in Troy for all time, the Thebans held on to their hero, and the Delphic oracle
provided the necessary sanction."

Later treatments

The Grief and Recriminations of Andromache
over the Body of Hector Her Husband (1783) by

Jacques-Louis David

Literature

• In Dante Alighieri's Inferno (which is part of the Divine Comedy
series), Hector and his family are placed in Limbo, the outer circle
wherein the virtuous non-Christians dwell.

• Roland's sword in early 12th century French poem Song of Roland,
was named Durendal. According to Ludovico Ariosto's Orlando
Furioso it once belonged to Hector of Troy, and was given to
Roland by Malagigi (Maugris).

• In William Shakespeare's Troilus and Cressida, Hector's death is
used to mark the conclusion of the play. His nobility is shown in
stark contrast to the deceit and pridefulness of the Greeks,
especially Achilles.

• In David Gemmell's Troy trilogy Hektor is seen as a man of peace
and would rather breed his horses than go to war but is forced by
King Priam to fight for the Hittite empire against the Egytians at the
Battle of Kadesh and other conflicts. In Fall of Kings Hektor kills
Patrokles while attacking a supply wagon. Achilles challenges
Hektor to a duel through Odyseus. Hektor accepts but only so the
women and children of Troy could get on ship's to Kypros. They fight in a specially designed pit dug especially
for the duel. Hektor and Achilles are equally matched but both their swords are poisoned by Agamemnon's priest.
Both warriors died fighting back to back against Agamemnon's followers. Achilles' Myrmidons carry Hektor back
to Troy and Achilles back to their camp and the next morning head back to Thessaly.

• In Michael Longley's poem 'Ceasefire', Priam's petition to Achilles for the return of Hector's body is used as an
analogue for the necessity for opposing sides to make conciliatory gestures, however difficult, to bring about
peace in Northern Ireland. The poem ends with Priam's declaration, 'I get down on my knees and do what must be
done/And kiss Achilles' hand, the killer of my son.'
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Film and television
Hector has been portrayed by a variety of actors in numerous films, including the following:
• Harry Andrews in Helen of Troy (1956)
• Jacques Bergerac in The Fury of Achilles (1962)
• Daniel Lapaine in Helen of Troy (2003)
• Eric Bana in Troy (2004)
• Hector is the name of the cyborg robot in the science fiction movie Saturn 3 (1980); actor Kirk Douglas mentions

the Greek myth of Hector after a violent encounter with the robot.
• Is mentioned in the movie Gladiator by Commodus who says, "Your fame is well deserved Spaniard. I don't think

there's ever been a gladiator to match you. As for this young man (motioning to Lucius), he insists that you are
Hector reborn...(now speaking to Lucius) or was it Hercules?"

Miscellaneous
• Hector is given his heraldry of a seated lion holding a sword in the Enfances Hector of the early 14th century.
• Hector is commemorated as the face of the Jack of diamonds in French playing cards.
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Paris

Prince Paris with apple by H.W. Bissen, Ny Carlsberg
Glyptotek, Copenhagen

Paris (Ancient Greek: Πάρις; also known as Alexander or
Alexandros, c.f. Alaksandu of Wilusa), the son of Priam, king of
Troy, appears in a number of Greek legends. Probably the
best-known was his elopement with Helen, queen of Sparta, this
being one of the immediate causes of the Trojan War. Later in the
war, he fatally wounds Achilles in the heel with an arrow, as
foretold by Achilles's mother, Thetis.

Paris's childhood

Paris was a child of Priam and Hecuba (see List of King Priam's
children). Just before his birth, his mother dreamed that she gave
birth to a flaming torch. This dream was interpreted by the seer
Aesacus as a foretelling of the downfall of Troy, and he declared
that the child would be the ruin of his homeland. On the day of
Paris's birth it was further announced by Aesacus that the child
born of a royal Trojan that day would have to be killed to spare the
kingdom, being the child that would bring about the prophecy.
Though Paris was indeed born before nightfall, he was spared by
Priam; Hecuba, too, was unable to kill the child, despite the urging
of the priestess of Apollo, one Herophile. Instead, Paris's father
prevailed upon his chief herdsman, Agelaus, to remove the child
and kill him. The herdsman, unable to use a weapon against the
infant, left him exposed on Mount Ida, hoping he would perish
there (cf: Oedipus); he was, however, suckled by a she-bear.
Returning after nine days, Agelaus was astonished to find the child still alive, and brought him home in a backpack
(πήρα, hence Paris's name, which means "backpack") to rear as his own. He returned to Priam bearing a dog's tongue
as evidence of the deed's completion.[1]

Paris's noble birth was betrayed by his outstanding beauty and intelligence; while still a child he routed a gang of
cattle-thieves and restored the animals they had stolen to the herd, thereby earning the surname Alexander
("protector of men").[2] It was at this time that Oenone became Paris's first lover. She was a nymph from Mount Ida
in Phrygia. Her father was Cebren, a river-god (other sources declare her to be the daughter of Oeneus). She was
skilled in the arts of prophecy and medicine, which she had been taught by Rhea and Apollo respectively. When
Paris later left her for Helen she told him that if he ever was wounded, he should come to her for she could heal any
injury, even the most serious wounds.

Paris's chief distraction at this time was to pit Agelaus's bulls against one another. One bull began to win these bouts
consistently, and Paris began to set it against rival herdsmen's own prize bulls; it defeated them all. Finally Paris
offered a golden crown to any bull that could defeat his champion. Ares responded to this challenge by transforming
himself into a bull and easily winning the contest. Paris gave the crown to Ares without hesitation; it was this
apparent honesty in judgment that prompted the gods of Olympus to have Paris arbitrate the divine contest between
Hera, Aphrodite, and Athena.
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The Judgment of Paris

El Juicio de Paris by Enrique Simonet, ca. 1904. Paris is studying Aphrodite, who is
standing before him naked. The other two goddesses watch nearby.

Judgement of Paris, porcelain, Capitoline Museums, Rome

In celebration of the marriage of
Peleus and Thetis, Lord Zeus, father of
the Greek pantheon, hosted a banquet
on Mount Olympus. Every deity and
demi-god had been invited, except
Eris, the goddess of strife (no one
wanted a troublemaker at a wedding).
For revenge, Eris threw the golden
Apple of Discord inscribed with the
word "Kallisti" — "For the fairest" —
into the party, provoking a squabble
among the attendant goddesses over
for whom it had been meant.

The goddesses thought to be the most
beautiful were Hera, Athena, and
Aphrodite, and each one claimed the
apple. They started a quarrel so they
asked Zeus to choose one of them.
Knowing that choosing any of them
would bring him the hatred of the other
two, Zeus did not want to take part in
the decision. He thus appointed Paris
to select the most beautiful. Escorted
by Hermes, the three goddesses bathed
in the spring of Mount Ida and
approached Paris as he herded his
cattle. Paris, having been given
permission by Zeus to set any
conditions he saw fit, required that the
goddesses disrobe and allow him to see
them naked.[3] (Another version of the
myth says that the goddesses
themselves chose to undress to show
all their beauty.) Still, Paris could not
decide, as all three were ideally
beautiful, so the goddesses attempted
to bribe him to choose among them -
Hera offered ownership of all of
Europe and Asia; Athena offered skill

in battle, wisdom and the abilities of the greatest warriors; and Aphrodite offered the love of the most beautiful
woman on Earth, Helen of Sparta. Paris chose Aphrodite— and, therefore, Helen.
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This is a fresco of Paris abducting Helen by force. It is painted on a wall inside a villa in
Venice, Italy.

Helen was already married to King
Menelaus of Sparta (a fact Aphrodite
neglected to mention), so Paris had to
raid Menelaus's house to steal Helen
from him (according to some accounts,
she fell in love with Paris and left
willingly). The Greeks' expedition to
retrieve Helen from Paris in Troy is the
mythological basis of the Trojan War.
This triggered the war because Helen
was famous for her beauty throughout
Achaea (ancient Greece), and had
many suitors of extraordinary ability.
Therefore, following Odysseus's
advice, her father Tyndareus made all
suitors promise to defend Helen's
marriage to the man he chose for her.
When she disappeared to Troy,
Menelaus invoked this oath. Helen's other suitors—who between them represented the lion's share of Achaea's
strength, wealth and military prowess—were obligated to help bring her back. Thus, the whole of Greece moved
against Troy in force. The Trojan War had begun.

Paris and the Trojan War

Statue of Paris in the British Museum

Homer's Iliad casts Paris as unskilled and cowardly. His brother Hector
scolds and belittles him,[4] though Paris readily admits his
shortcomings in battle. His preference for bow and arrow emphasizes
this, since he does not follow the code of honor shared by the other
heroes. After slaying Hector and other heroes, Achilles dies by an
arrow. By some accounts, the archer is Paris with Apollo's help; by
others it is Apollo disguised as Paris.

Early in the epic, Paris and Menelaus duel in an attempt to end the war
without further bloodshed. Menelaus easily defeats Paris, though
Aphrodite spirits him away before Menelaus can finish the duel. Paris
is returned to his bedchambers where Aphrodite forces Helen to be
with him.[5]

Paris's second attempt at combat is equally faced: rather than engage
the Greek hero Diomedes in melee combat, Paris wounds Diomedes
with an arrow through the foot.

Later in the war, after Philoctetes mortally wounds Paris, Helen makes
her way to Mount Ida where she begs Paris's first wife, the nymph
Oenone, to heal him. Still bitter that Paris had spurned her for his
birthright in the city and then forgotten her for Helen, Oenone refuses.
Helen returns alone to Troy, where Paris dies later the same day. In
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another version, Paris himself, in great pain, visits Oenone to plead for healing but is refused and dies on the
mountainside. When Oenone hears of his funeral, she runs to his funeral pyre and throws herself in its fire.[6]

After Paris's death, his brother Deiphobus married Helen and was then murdered by Menelaus in the sack of Troy.

Later treatments
• Jacques Offenbach, Henri Meilhac and Ludovic Halévy's 1864 operetta La Belle Hélène tells a droll version of

the seduction of Helen by Paris, who is the lead male role.
• In the 1956 film Helen of Troy, Paris, as the main character, is portrayed as a heroic character who at first

worships peace and love but is later forced to take up arms against the treacherous Greeks.
• In the 1961 film Trojan Horse, Paris is played by Warner Bentivegna.
• In the 1962 film The Fury of Achilles, Paris is played by Roberto Risso.
• The Judgment of Paris and its aftermath are the subject of Michael Tippett's 1962 opera King Priam.
• In the 2003 TV miniseries Helen of Troy, the character Paris, played by actor Matthew Marsden, is killed by

Agamemnon.
• In the 2004 Hollywood film Troy, the character Paris was played by actor Orlando Bloom. He is not killed by

Philoctetes in this version, but leaves the falling city of Troy together with Helen and survives. Paris is portrayed
as an irresponsible prince who put his romance before his family and country.

• In prose he appears as the main character in Rudolf Hagelstange's book Spielball der Götter (Game of Gods).
• The song "The Third Temptation of Paris" by Alesana tells the story of Helen and Paris from the viewpoint of

Paris.
•• The story was also made into a musical, Paris Prince of Troy, written by Jon English and David Mackay. Barry

Humphries starred in the original performance as Sinon.
• The song, Crimes of Paris by Elvis Costello on his album Blood and Chocolate asks the question, "Who'll pay for

the Crimes of Paris, who's gonna pay for the Crimes of Paris?"
• In Aaron Allston's Galatea in 2-D, a painting of Paris, brought to life, is used against a painting of Achilles

brought to life.

Notes and references
[1] For a comparison of hero births, including Sargon, Moses, Karna, Oedipus, Paris, Telephus, Perseus, Romulus, Gilgamesh, Cyrus, Jesus, and

others, see: Rank, Otto. The Myth of the Birth of the Hero. Vintage Books: New York, 1932.
[2] http:/ / www. ancientlibrary. com/ seyffert/ 0461. html
[3] Neil Phillip. Myths and Legends. Dorling Kindersley.
[4] e.g., Iliad, bk. 3, lines 38-57.
[5] Iliad, bk. 3, lines 340-419.
[6] Way, A.S. (Ed. & Trans.): "Quintus Smyrnaeus: The Fall of Troy" bk. 10, 259-489 (Loeb Classics #19; Harvard University Press, Cambridge

MA,1913).http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Nymphe/ NympheOinone. html

External links
• 'The Judgement of Paris' by William Etty (http:/ / www. liverpoolmuseums. org. uk/ picture-of-month/

displaypicture. asp?venue=7& id=136) at the Lady Lever Art Gallery (http:/ / www. liverpoolmuseums. org. uk/
ladylever/ index. asp)
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Menelaus

Menelaus

In Greek mythology, Menelaus (Ancient Greek: Μενέλαος, Menelaos)
was a legendary king of Mycenaean (pre-Dorian) Sparta, the husband
of Helen of Troy, and a central figure in the Trojan War. He was the
son of Atreus and Aerope, and brother of Agamemnon king of
Mycenae and, according to the Iliad, leader of the Spartan contingent
of the Greek army during the War. Prominent in both the Iliad and
Odyssey, Menelaus was also popular in Greek vase painting and Greek
tragedy; the latter more as a hero of the Trojan War than as a member
of the doomed House of Atreus.

Ascension and reign

Although early authors such as Aeschylus refer in passing to Menelaus'
early life, detailed sources are quite late, post-dating 5th-century BC Greek tragedy.[1] According to these sources,
Menelaus' father Atreus had been feuding with his brother Thyestes over the throne of Mycenae. After a
back-and-forth struggle that featured adultery, incest and cannibalism, Thyestes gained the throne after his son
Aegisthus murdered Atreus. As a result, Atreus’ sons, Menelaus and Agamemnon, went into exile. They first stayed
with King Polyphides of Sicyon, and later with King Oeneus of Calydon. But when they thought the time was ripe to
dethrone Mycenae's hostile ruler, they returned. Assisted by King Tyndareus of Sparta, they drove Thyestes away,
and Agamemnon took the throne for himself.

When it was time for Tyndareus' step-daughter Helen to marry, many Greek kings and princes came to seek her
hand, or sent emissaries to do so on their behalf. Among the contenders were Odysseus, Menestheus, Ajax the Great,
Patroclus, and Idomeneus. Most offered opulent gifts to win Tyndareus' favor. But Tyndareus would accept none of
the gifts, nor would he send any of the suitors away for fear of offending them and giving grounds for a quarrel.
Odysseus promised to solve the problem in a satisfactory manner if Tyndareus would support him in his courting of
Tyndareus' niece Penelope, the daughter of Icarius. Tyndareus readily agreed, and Odysseus proposed that, before
the decision was made, all the suitors should swear a most solemn oath to defend the chosen husband in any quarrel.
Then it was decreed that straws were to be drawn for Helen's hand. The suitor who won was Menelaus (Tyndareus,
not to displease the powerful Agamemnon offered him another daughter Clytaemnestra).[2] The rest of the Greek
kings swore their oaths, and Helen and Menelaus were married, Menelaus becoming a ruler of Sparta with Helen
after Tyndareus and Leda either died or abdicated the thrones. Menelaus and Helen had a daughter, Hermione as
supported, for example, by Sappho[3] and some variations of the myth suggest they had two sons as well.
Their palace (ἀνάκτορον) has been discovered (the excavations started in 1926 and continued until 1995) in Pellana,
Laconia, to the north-west of modern (and classical) Sparta.[4] Other archaeologists consider that Pellana is too far
away from other Mycenaean centres to have been the "capital of Menelaus.[5]
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Trojan War

Menelaus regains Helen, detail of an Attic
red-figure crater, ca. 450–440 BC, found in

Gnathia (now Egnazia, Italy).

In a return for awarding her a golden apple inscribed "to the fairest,"
Aphrodite promised Paris the most beautiful woman in all the world.[6]

After concluding a diplomatic mission to Sparta during the latter part
of which Menelaus was absent to attend the funeral of his maternal
grandfather Catreus,[7] Paris absconded to Troy with Helen in tow
despite his brother Hector forbidding her to depart with them. Invoking
the oath of Tyndareus, Menelaus and Agamemnon raised a fleet of one
thousand ships according to legend and went to Troy to secure Helen's
return; the Trojans were recalcitrant, providing a casus belli for the
Trojan War. Indeed, his name is interpreted in Greek as "Μῆνις Λαοῦ"
(Wrath of the People) fitting his 'historing" role in the epics or "Μένος
Λαοῦ" (Force/Impetus of the People). .[8]

Homer's Iliad is the most expansive source for Menelaus' exploits
during the Trojan War. In Book 3, Menelaus challenges Paris to a duel

for Helen's return. Menelaus soundly beats Paris, but before he can kill him and claim victory Aphrodite spirits Paris
away inside the walls of Troy. In Book 4, while the Greeks and Trojans squabble over the duel's winner, Athena
inspires the Trojan Pandarus to kill Menelaus with his bow and arrow. Menelaus is wounded in the abdomen, and the
fighting resumes. Later, in Book 17, Homer gives Menelaus an extended aristeia as the hero retrieves the corpse of
Patroclus from the battlefield.

According to Hyginus, Menelaus killed eight men in the war, and was one of the Greeks hidden inside the Trojan
Horse. During the sack of Troy, Menelaus killed Deiphobus, who had married Helen after the death of Paris.
There are three versions of Menelaus' and Helen's reunion on the night of the sack of Troy: a) Menelaus resolved to
kill Helen but Euripides tells us that, when he found her, her striking beauty prompted him to drop his sword and
take her back to his ship “to punish her at Sparta”, as he claimed, but in reality she got away with it.[9] b) According
to the Bibliotheca Epitome and Proclus in "Ilion's Conquest", Menelaus raised his sword in front of the temple of
Minerva in the central square of Troy to kill her but his wrath went away when he saw her tearing her clothes to
reveal her breasts. c) A similar version by Stesichorus in “Ilion’s Conquest” narrated that Menelaus surrendered her
indeed to his soldiers to stone her to death; however, when she ripped the front of her robes, the Achaean warriors
got stunned by her beauty and the stones fell harmlessly from their hands.

After the war
Book 4 of the Odyssey provides an account of Menelaus' return from Troy and his homelife in Sparta. When visited
by Odysseus' son Telemachus, Menelaus recounts his voyage home. As happened to many Greeks, Menelaus' ship
was blown off course. While stranded in Egypt, Menelaus learned from Proteus how he could return home. After
their homecoming, Menelaus and Helen's marriage is strained; Menelaus continually revisits the human cost of the
Trojan War, particularly in light of the fact that Helen could not provide him a male heir. According to Euripides'
Helen, after Menelaus dies, he is reunited with Helen on the Isle of the Blessed.[10]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AHelen_Menelaus_Louvre_G424.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aphrodite
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paris_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Catreus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Casus_belli
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Athena
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pandarus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aristeia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trojan_Horse
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trojan_Horse
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Deiphobus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Euripides
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bibliotheca_%28Pseudo-Apollodorus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Proclus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stesichorus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Telemachus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Proteus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helen_%28play%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fortunate_Isles


Menelaus 304

Menelaus in vase painting
Menelaus appears in Greek vase painting in the 6th to 4th centuries BC, such as: Menelaus' reception of Paris at
Sparta; his retrieval of Patroclus' corpse; and his reunion with Helen.[11]

Menelaus in Greek tragedy
Menelaus appears as a character in a number of 5th-century Greek tragedies: Sophocles' Ajax, and Euripides'
Andromache, Helen, Orestes, Iphigenia at Aulis, and The Trojan Women.

Menelaus in other media
• Menelaus is portrayed by Niall MacGinnis in the 1956 film Helen of Troy.
• Patrick Magee portrayed Menelaus in the 1971 film of The Trojan Women.
• In the Coen Brothers' O Brother, Where Art Thou?, which is loosely based on Homer's Odyssey, Academy Award

nominated actor Charles Durning plays Governor Menelaus 'Pappy' O'Daniel.
• In James Callis's revisionist 2003 miniseries Helen of Troy, Menelaus is encouraged to fight the Trojan War by

his brother Agamemnon instead of by Helen's infidelity or the resulting slight to his honor.
• Menelaus also appears in the 2004 film Troy, portrayed by Brendan Gleeson. Like the 1957 film that influenced

it, Menelaus is portrayed as a brutish king out for revenge. He duels Paris and wins, but Paris retreats to his
brother, Hector. When Menelaus wants to strike the finishing blow, Hector kills him to protect his brother.

• Menelaus is a character in John Barth's short story, "Menelaiad" which is part of Lost in the Funhouse.

Notes
[1] Our chief sources for Menelaus' life before the Trojan War are Hyginus' Fabulae and the Epitome of the Bibliotheca.
[2] http:/ / mythologia. 8m. com/ trojanwar1. html
[3][3] Sappho, fr. 16. See an analysis of the poem by Gumpert, Grafting Helen, 92
[4] http:/ / www. asxetos. gr/ Default. aspx?tabId=155& c=28& aid=310#axzz1ZuDazyfn
[5] Mee & Spawforth (2001), σ. 229
[6] See the Judgment of Paris.
[7] http:/ / mythologia. 8m. com/ trojanwar1. html
[8] http:/ / www. votegreece. gr/ archives/ 5147
[9] Andromache 629-31.
[10][10] Line 1675.
[11][11] Woodford 1993.
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Agamemnon

The "Mask of Agamemnon" which was
discovered by Heinrich Schliemann in 1876 at

Mycenae (whether it represents an individual, and
if so, whom, remains unknown)

In Greek mythology, Agamemnon (English pronunciation: /æɡəˈmɛmɒn/;
Ancient Greek: Ἀγαμέμνων; modern Greek: Αγαμέμνονας, "very
steadfast") was the son of King Atreus and Queen Aerope of Mycenae,
the brother of Menelaus, the husband of Clytemnestra, and the father of
Electra and Orestes. Mythical legends make him the king of Mycenae
or Argos, thought to be different names for the same area. When
Helen, the wife of Menelaus, was abducted by Paris of Troy,
Agamemnon commanded the united Greek armed forces in the ensuing
Trojan War.

On Agamemnon's return from Troy he was murdered (according to the
fullest version of the oldest surviving account, Odyssey 11.409–11) by
Aegisthus, the lover of his wife Clytemnestra. In old versions of the
story: "The scene of the murder, when it is specified, is usually the
house of Aegisthus, who has not taken up residence in Agamemnon's
palace, and it involves an ambush and the deaths of Agamemnon's
followers too".[1] In some later versions Clytemnestra herself does the killing, or they do it together, in his own
home.

Historical prototype

Hittite sources mention URUAkagamunaš, ruler of URUAhhiyawa (land of Achaeans) in the 14th century BC.[2][3]

This is a possible prototype of the Agamemnon of mythology.

Early life
Atreus, Agamemnon's father, murdered the children of his twin brother Thyestes and fed them to him after
discovering Thyestes' adultery with his wife Aerope. Thyestes fathered Aegisthus with his own daughter, Pelopia,
and this son vowed gruesome revenge on Atreus' children. Aegisthus successfully murdered Atreus and restored his
father to the throne. Aegisthus took possession of the throne of Mycenae and ruled jointly with Thyestes. During this
period Agamemnon and his brother, Menelaus, took refuge with Tyndareus, King of Sparta. There they respectively
married Tyndareus' daughters Clytemnestra and Helen. Agamemnon and Clytemnestra had four children: one son,
Orestes, and three daughters, Iphigenia, Electra and Chrysothemis. Menelaus succeeded Tyndareus in Sparta, while
Agamemnon, with his brother's assistance, drove out Aegisthus and Thyestes to recover his father's kingdom. He
extended his dominion by conquest and became the most powerful prince in Greece.
Agamemnon's family history had been marred by rape, murder, incest, and treachery, consequences of the heinous
crime perpetrated by his ancestor, Tantalus, and then of a curse placed upon Pelops, son of Tantalus, by Myrtilus,
whom he had murdered. Thus misfortune hounded successive generations of the House of Atreus, until atoned by
Orestes in a court of justice held jointly by humans and gods.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mask_of_Agamemnon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Heinrich_Schliemann
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mycenae
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AMaskOfAgamemnon.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPA_for_English
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPA_for_English
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Modern_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Atreus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aerope
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mycenae
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clytemnestra
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Electra
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orestes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Argos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helen_of_Troy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paris_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Troy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odyssey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aegisthus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hittites
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Achaea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Atreus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thyestes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aegisthus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pelopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tyndareus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sparta
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clytemnestra
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orestes_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iphigenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Electra
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chrysothemis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rape
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Murder
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Incest
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tantalus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=House_of_Atreus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orestes


Agamemnon 306

Trojan War
Agamemnon gathered the reluctant Greek forces to sail for Troy. Preparing to depart from Aulis, which was a port in
Boeotia, Agamemnon's army incurred the wrath of the goddess Artemis. There are several reasons throughout myth
for such wrath: in Aeschylus' play Agamemnon, Artemis is angry for the young men who will die at Troy, whereas in
Sophocles' Electra, Agamemnon has slain an animal sacred to Artemis, and subsequently boasted that he was
Artemis' equal in hunting. Misfortunes, including a plague and a lack of wind, prevented the army from sailing.
Finally, the prophet Calchas announced that the wrath of the goddess could only be propitiated by the sacrifice of
Agamemnon's daughter Iphigenia. Classical dramatisations differ on how willing either father or daughter were to
this fate, some include such trickery as claiming she was to be married to Achilles, but Agamemnon did eventually
sacrifice Iphigenia. Her death appeased Artemis, and the Greek army set out for Troy. Several alternatives to the
human sacrifice have been presented in Greek mythology. Other sources, such as Iphigenia at Aulis, claim that
Agamemnon was prepared to kill his daughter, but that Artemis accepted a deer in her place, and whisked her away
to Taurus in Crimea. Hesiod said she became the goddess Hecate.
Agamemnon was the commander-in-chief of the Greeks during the Trojan War. During the fighting, Agamemnon
killed Antiphus and 15 other Trojan soldiers.[4] Agamemnon's teamster, Halaesus, later fought with Aeneas in Italy.
The Iliad tells the story of the quarrel between Agamemnon and Achilles in the final year of the war. Agamemnon
took an attractive slave, Briseis, one of the spoils of war, from Achilles. Achilles, the greatest warrior of the age,
withdrew from battle in revenge and nearly cost the Greek armies the war.
Although not the equal of Achilles in bravery, Agamemnon was a representative of kingly authority. As
commander-in-chief, he summoned the princes to the council and led the army in battle. He took the field himself,
and performed many heroic deeds until he was wounded and forced to withdraw to his tent. His chief fault was his
overwhelming haughtiness; an over-exalted opinion of his position that led him to insult Chryses and Achilles,
thereby bringing great disaster upon the Greeks.
After the capture of Troy, Cassandra, doomed prophetess and daughter of Priam, fell to Agamemnon's lot in the
distribution of the prizes of war.

Return to Greece

Orestes slaying Aegisthus

After a stormy voyage, Agamemnon and Cassandra either
landed in Argolis, or were blown off course and landed in
Aegisthus' country. Clytemnestra, Agamemnon's wife, had
taken Aegisthus, son of Thyestes, as a lover. When
Agamemnon came home he was slain by either Aegisthus (in
the oldest versions of the story) or Clytemnestra. According
to the accounts given by Pindar and the tragedians,
Agamemnon was slain in a bath by his wife alone, a blanket
of cloth or a net having first been thrown over him to prevent
resistance. Clytemnestra also killed Cassandra. Her jealousy
of Cassandra, and her wrath at the sacrifice of Iphigenia and
at Agamemnon's having gone to war over Helen of Troy, are
said to have been the motives for her crime. Aegisthus and
Clytemnestra then ruled Agamemnon's kingdom for a time,
Aegisthus claiming his right of revenge for Agamemnon's
father Atreus having fed Thyestes his own children (Thyestes
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then crying out "So perish all the race of Pleisthenes!",[5] thus explaining Aegisthus' action as justified by his father's
curse). Agamemnon's son Orestes later avenged his father's murder, with the help or encouragement of his sister
Electra, by murdering Aegisthus and Clytemnestra (his own mother), thereby inciting the wrath of the Erinyes
(English: the Furies), winged goddesses who tracked down egregiously impious wrongdoers with their hounds' noses
and drove them to insanity.

Genealogy

Genealogy of Agamemnon

Other stories
Athenaeus tells a story of how Agamemnon mourned the loss of his friend Argynnus, when he drowned in the
Cephisus river.[6] He buried him, honored with a tomb and a shrine to Aphrodite Argynnis.[7] This episode is also
found in Clement of Alexandria,[8] in Stephen of Byzantium (Kopai and Argunnos), and in Propertius, III with minor
variations.[9]

The fortunes of Agamemnon have formed the subject of numerous tragedies, ancient and modern, the most famous
being the Oresteia of Aeschylus. In the legends of the Peloponnesus, Agamemnon was regarded as the highest type
of a powerful monarch, and in Sparta he was worshipped under the title of Zeus Agamemnon. His tomb was pointed
out among the ruins of Mycenae and at Amyclae.
Another account makes him the son of Pleisthenes (the son or father of Atreus), who is said to have been Aerope's
first husband.
In works of art there is considerable resemblance between the representations of Zeus, king of the gods, and
Agamemnon, king of men. He is generally depicted with a sceptre and diadem, conventional attributes of kings.
Agamemnon's mare was named Aetha. She was also one of two horses driven by Menelaus at the funeral games of
Patroclus.[10][11]
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Ajax

Achilles and Ajax play a board game with
knucklebones on this late 6th-century lekythos, a
type of oil-storing vessel associated with funeral

rites

"Aias" redirects here. For other uses of this name, see AIAS
(disambiguation) and Ajax (disambiguation).

Ajax or Aias (/ˈeɪdʒæks/ or /ˈaɪ.əs/; Ancient Greek: Αἴας, gen.
Αἴαντος) was a mythological Greek hero, the son of Telamon and
Periboea, and king of Salamis.[1] He plays an important role in Homer's
Iliad and in the Epic Cycle, a series of epic poems about the Trojan
War. To distinguish him from Ajax, son of Oileus (Ajax the Lesser), he
is called "Telamonian Ajax," "Greater Ajax," or "Ajax the Great".
In Etruscan mythology, he is known as Aivas Tlamunus.

Family

Ajax is the son of Telamon, who was the son of Aeacus and grandson
of Zeus, and his first wife Periboea. He is the cousin of Achilles, the
most remembered Greek warrior, and is the elder half-brother of
Teucer. Many illustrious Athenians, including Cimon, Miltiades,
Alcibiades and the historian Thucydides, traced their descent from Ajax. The Italian scholar Maggiani recently
showed that on an Etruscan tomb dedicated to Racvi Satlnei in Bologna (5th century BC) there is a writing that says:
"aivastelmunsl = family of Ajax Télamon".

Description
In Homer's Iliad he is described as of great stature, colossal frame and strongest of all the Achaeans. Known as the
'bulwark of the Mycenaeans', he was trained by the centaur Chiron (who had trained his father, Telamon, and
Achilles' father Peleus), at the same time as Achilles. He was described as vicious, fearless, strong and powerful but
also with a very high level of combat intelligence.
After Achilles, Ajax is the most valuable warrior in Agamemnon's army (along with Diomedes), though he is not as
cunning as Nestor, Diomedes, Idomeneus, or Odysseus, he is much more powerful and just as intelligent. He
commands his army wielding a huge shield made of seven cow-hides with a layer of bronze. Most notably, Ajax is
not wounded in any of the battles described in the Iliad, and he is the only principal character on either side who
does not receive personal assistance from any of the gods who take part in the battles.

Trojan War
In the Iliad, Ajax is notable for his abundant strength and courage, seen particularly in two fights with Hector. In
Book 7, Ajax is chosen by lot to meet Hector in a duel which lasts most of a whole day. Ajax at first gets the better
of the encounter, wounding Hector with his spear and knocking him down with a large stone, but Hector fights on
until the heralds, acting at the direction of Zeus, call a draw: the action ends without a winner and with the two
combatants exchanging gifts, Ajax giving Hector a purple sash and Hector giving Ajax a sharp sword.
The second fight between Ajax and Hector occurs when the latter breaks into the Mycenaean camp, and fights with 
the Greeks among the ships. In Book 14, Ajax throws a giant rock at Hector which almost kills him. In Book 15, 
Hector is restored to his strength by Apollo and returns to attack the ships. Ajax, wielding an enormous spear as a 
weapon and leaping from ship to ship, holds off the Trojan armies virtually single-handedly. In Book 16, Hector and 
Ajax duel once again. Hector is set on burning the ships, the only way he feels the Greeks will truly be defeated. 
Hector is able to disarm Ajax (although Ajax is not hurt) and Ajax is forced to retreat, seeing that Zeus is clearly
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favoring Hector. Hector and the Trojans succeed in burning one Greek ship, the culmination of an assault that almost
finishes the war. Ajax is responsible for the death of many Trojans lords, including Phorcys.
Ajax often fought in tandem with his brother Teucer, known for his skill with the bow. Ajax would wield his
magnificent shield, as Teucer stood behind picking off enemy Trojans.
Achilles was absent during these encounters because of his feud with Agamemnon. In Book 9, Agamemnon and the
other Mycenaean chiefs send Ajax, Odysseus and Phoenix to the tent of Achilles in an attempt to reconcile with the
great warrior and induce him to return to the fight. Although Ajax speaks earnestly and is well received, he does not
succeed in convincing Achilles.
When Patroclus is killed, Hector tries to steal his body. Ajax, assisted by Menelaus, succeeds in fighting off the
Trojans and taking the body back with his chariot; however, the Trojans had already stripped Patroclus of Achilles'
armor. Ajax's prayer to Zeus to remove the fog that has descended on the battle to allow them to fight or die in the
light of day has become proverbial. According to Hyginus, in total, Ajax killed 28 people at Troy.[2]

Death

Sorrowful Ajax (Asmus Jacob Carstens, ca. 1791)

Like most of the other Greek leaders, Ajax is alive and well as the Iliad
comes to a close. Later, when Achilles dies, killed by Paris (with help
from Apollo), Ajax and Odysseus are the heroes who fight against the
Trojans to get the body and bury it next to his friend, Patroclus. Ajax,
with his great shield and spear, manages to drive off the Trojans, while
Odysseus pulls the body to his chariot, and rides away with it to safety.
After the burial, both claim the armor for themselves, as recognition
for their efforts. After several days of competition, Odysseus and Ajax
are tied for the ownership of the magical armor which was forged on
Mount Olympus by the god Hephaestus. It is then that a competition is

held to determine who deserves the armor. Ajax argues that because of his strength and the fighting he has done for
the Greeks, including saving the ships from Hector, and driving him off with a massive rock, he deserves the
armor.[3] However, Odysseus proves to be more eloquent, and the council gives him the armor. Ajax,
"Unconquered", and furious, falls upon his own sword, "conquered by his [own] sorrow".[4]

In Sophocles' play Ajax, a famous retelling of Ajax's demise takes place—after the armor is awarded to Odysseus the
hero Ajax falls to the ground, exhausted. When he wakes up, he is under the influence of a spell from Athena. He
goes to a flock of sheep and slaughters them, imagining they are the Achaean leaders, including Odysseus and
Agamemnon. When he comes to his senses, covered in blood, and realizes what he has done, with diminished honor
he decides that he prefers to kill himself rather than to live in shame. He does so with the same sword Hector gave
him when they exchanged presents.[5] From his blood sprang a red flower, as at the death of Hyacinthus, which bore
on its leaves the initial letters of his name Ai, also expressive of lament.[6] His ashes were deposited in a golden urn
on the Rhoetean promontory at the entrance of the Hellespont.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phorcys_%28Trojan_War%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phoenix_%28son_of_Amyntor%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AAjax_%28Carstens%29.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paris_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mount_Olympus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ajax_%28Sophocles%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyacinth_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rhoiteion%23The_Tomb_of_Ajax
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hellespont


Ajax 311

The suicide of Ajax

Homer is somewhat vague about the precise manner of Ajax's death
but does ascribe it to his loss in the dispute over Achilles's shield: when
Odysseus visits Hades, he begs the soul of Ajax to speak to him, but
Ajax, still resentful over the old quarrel, refuses and descends silently
back into Erebus.

Like Achilles, he is represented (although not by Homer) as living after
his death in the island of Leuke at the mouth of the Danube.[7] Ajax,
who in the post-Homeric legend is described as the grandson of Aeacus
and the great-grandson of Zeus, was the tutelary hero of the island of
Salamis, where he had a temple and an image, and where a festival
called Aianteia was celebrated in his honour.[8] At this festival a couch
was set up, on which the panoply of the hero was placed, a practice
which recalls the Roman Lectisternium. The identification of Ajax with the family of Aeacus was chiefly a matter
which concerned the Athenians, after Salamis had come into their possession, on which occasion Solon is said to
have inserted a line in the Iliad (2.557–558), for the purpose of supporting the Athenian claim to the island. Ajax
then became an Attic hero; he was worshiped at Athens, where he had a statue in the market-place, and the tribe
Aiantis was named after him. Pausanias also relates that a gigantic skeleton, its kneecap 5 inches (unknown
operator: u'strong' cm) in diameter, appeared on the beach near Sigeion, on the Trojan coast; these bones were
identified as those of Ajax.

Palace
In 2001, Yannos Lolos began excavating a Mycenaean palace on the island of Salamis which he supposed to be the
home of the mythological Aiacid dynasty. The ruins have been excavated at a site near the village of Kanakia of
Salamis, a few miles off the coast of Athens. The multi-story structure covers 750 m2 (unknown operator:
u'strong' sq ft) and had perhaps 30 rooms. The Trojan War is supposed by many to have occurred at the height of
the Mycenaean civilization (see discussion of Troy VII), roughly the point at which this palace appears to have been
abandoned.[9]

References
[1] "Salamis The Island" (http:/ / www. salamina. gr/ english/ index. htm) Salamis The Island -- Salamina Municipality - Greek Island
[2] Hyginus, Fabulae 114 (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Text/ HyginusFabulae3. html).
[3] Ovid, Metamorphoses, translated by Rolfe Humphries (Indianapolis: Indiana University, 1955), Book XIII, pp. 305-309)
[4] Metamorphoses, trans. Humphries, p. 318
[5] Iliad, 7.303
[6] Pausanias 1.35.4
[7] Pausanias 3.19.11
[8][8] Pausanias 1.35
[9] Carr, John (2006-03-28). "Palace of Homers hero rises out of the myths" (http:/ / www. timesonline. co. uk/ article/ 0,,3-2106548,00. html).

The Times (London). .

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AAjax_suicide_BM_F480.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hades
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Erebus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Snake_Island_%28Black_Sea%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Danube
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tutelary_deity
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Panoply
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lectisternium
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Solon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iliad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Attica
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sigeion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mycenaean_Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Troy_VII
http://www.salamina.gr/english/index.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fabulae
http://www.theoi.com/Text/HyginusFabulae3.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iliad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias_%28geographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias_%28geographer%29
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,3-2106548,00.html


Ajax 312

Sources
• This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Chisholm, Hugh, ed. (1911).

Encyclopædia Britannica (11th ed.). Cambridge University Press.
• Homer. Iliad, 7.181–312.
• Homer, Odyssey 11.543–67 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/

text;jsessionid=32D8E739DAB152D0549392B735061727?doc=Hom. + Od. + 11. 543&
fromdoc=Perseus:text:1999. 01. 0136).

• Bibliotheca. Epitome III, 11-V, 7.
• Ovid. Metamorphoses 12.620–13.398.
• Friedrich Schiller, Das Siegerfest (http:/ / www. autoren-gedichte. de/ schiller/ das-siegesfest. htm).
• Pindar's Nemeans, 7, 8; Isthmian 4

External links
• A translation of the debate and Ajax's death. http:/ / classics. mit. edu/ Ovid/ metam. 13. thirteenth. html
• Paphitis, Nicholas (2006-03-30). "Archaeologist links palace to legendary Ajax" (http:/ / www. msnbc. msn. com/

id/ 12080932/ ). MSNBC. Retrieved 2006-03-31.

Ajax the Lesser

Ajax the Lesser raping Cassandra

For other uses of this name, see Ajax (disambiguation).

Ajax (Ancient Greek: Αἴας) was a Greek mythological hero, son
of Oileus, the king of Locris. He was called the "lesser" or
"Locrian" Ajax,[1] to distinguish him from Ajax the Great, son of
Telamon. He was the leader of the Locrian contingent during the
Trojan War. He is a significant figure in Homer's Iliad and is also
mentioned in the Odyssey[2] and Virgil's Aeneid. In Etruscan
legend, he was known as Aivas Vilates.

Mythology

His mother's name was Eriopis. According to Strabo, he was born
in Naryx in Locris,[3] where Ovid calls him Narycius Heroes.[4]

According to the Iliad,[5] he led his Locrians in forty ships against
Troy.[6] He is described as one of the great heroes among the Greeks. When the grammatical dual form of Ajax is
used in the Iliad, it was once believed that it indicated the lesser Ajax fighting side-by-side with Telamonian Ajax,
but now it is generally thought that that usage refers to the Greater Ajax and his brother Teucer. In battle, he wore a
linen cuirass (λιμνοθώρηξ), was brave and intrepid, especially skilled in throwing the spear and, next to Achilles,
the swiftest of all the Greeks.[7]

In the funeral games at the pyre of Patroclus, he contended with Odysseus and Antilochus for the prize in the
footrace; but Athena, who was hostile towards him and favored Odysseus, made him stumble and fall, so that he won
only the second prize.[8] On his return from Troy, his vessel was wrecked on the Whirling Rocks (Γυραὶ πέτραι), but
he himself escaped upon a rock through the assistance of Poseidon and would have been saved in spite of Athena,
but he said that he would escape the dangers of the sea in defiance of the immortals. In punishment for this
presumption, Poseidon split the rock with his trident and Ajax was swallowed up by the sea.[9]
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In later traditions, this Ajax is called a son of Oileus and the nymph Rhene and is also mentioned among the suitors
of Helen.[10][11] After the taking of Troy, it is said he rushed into the temple of Athena, where Cassandra had taken
refuge, and was embracing the statue of the goddess in supplication. Ajax violently dragged her away to the other
captives.[12][13][14][15] According to some writers, he even raped Cassandra inside the temple.[16][17][18] Odysseus, at
least, accused him of this crime and Ajax was to be stoned to death, but saved himself by establishing his innocence
with an oath.[19] The whole charge was sometimes said to have been an invention of Agamemnon, who wanted to
have Cassandra for himself.

Death

Poseidon killing Ajax the Lesser

Whether true or not, Athena still had cause to be indignant, as
Ajax had dragged a supplicant from her temple. According to the
Bibliotheca, no one had realised that Ajax had raped Cassandra
until Calchas, the Greek seer, warned the Greeks that Athena was
furious at the treatment of her priestess and she would destroy the
Greek ships if they didn't kill him immediately. Despite this, Ajax
managed to hide in the altar of an unnamed deity where the
Greeks, fearing divine retribution should they kill him and destroy
the altar, allowed him to live. When the Greeks left without killing
Ajax, despite their sacrifices Athena became so angry that she

persuaded Zeus to send a storm that sank many of their ships. When Ajax finally left Troy, Athena hit his ship with a
thunderbolt, but Ajax still survived, managing to cling onto a rock. He boasted that even the gods could not kill him
and Poseidon, upon hearing this, split the rock with his trident, causing Ajax to eventually drown. Thetis buried him
when the corpse washed up on Myconos.[20] Other versions depict a different death for Ajax, showing him dying
when on his voyage home. In these versions, when Ajax came to the Capharean Rocks on the coast of Euboea, his
ship was wrecked in a fierce storm, he himself was lifted up in a whirlwind and impaled with a flash of rapid fire
from Athena in his chest, and his body thrust upon sharp rocks, which afterwards were called the rocks of
Ajax.[15][21]

After his death his spirit dwelt in the island of Leuce.[22] The Opuntian Locrians worshiped Ajax as their national
hero, and so great was their faith in him that when they drew up their army in battle, they always left one place open
for him, believing that, although invisible to them, he was fighting for and among them.[22][23] The story of Ajax was
frequently made use of by ancient poets and artists, and the hero who appears on some Locrian coins with the
helmet, shield, and sword is probably this Ajax.[24]

Other accounts of his death are offered by Philostratus and the scholiast on Lycophron.[25][26]
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Art
The abduction of Cassandra by Ajax was frequently represented in Greek works of art, for instance on the chest of
Cypselus described by Pausanias and in extant works.[27]

References
[1] Homer, Iliad ii. 527
[2] Schmitz, Leonhard (1867), "Ajax (2)" (http:/ / www. ancientlibrary. com/ smith-bio/ 0096. html), in Smith, William, Dictionary of Greek and

Roman Biography and Mythology, 1, Boston: Little, Brown and Company, pp. 87–88,
[3] Strabo, ix. p. 425
[4] Ovid, Metamorphoses xiv. 468
[5] Homer, Iliad ii. 527, &c.
[6] Gaius Julius Hyginus, Fabulae 97 gives the number of ships as twenty
[7] Homer, Iliad xiv. 520, &c., xxiii. 789, &c.
[8] Homer, Iliad (xxiii. 754, &c.
[9] Homer, Odyssey iv. 499, &c.
[10] Gaius Julius Hyginus, Fabulae 81, 97
[11] Bibliotheca iii. 10. § 8
[12] Virgil, Aeneid ii. 403
[13] Euripides, Troad. 70, &c.
[14] Dict. Cret. v. 12
[15] Gaius Julius Hyginus, Fabulae 116
[16] Tryphiodorus, 635
[17] Quintus Smyrnaeus, xiii. 422
[18] Lycophron, 360, with the Scholion
[19] Pausanias, Description of Greece x. 26. § 1, 31. § 1
[20][20] Apollodore, R. Scott Smith, Stephen Trzaskoma, and Hygin. Apollodorus' Library and Hyginus' Fabulae: Two Handbooks of Greek

Mythology. Indianapolis: Hackett Pub., 2007. 84-85. "5.24-6.6." Print.
[21] comp. Virgil, Aeneid i. 40, &c., xi. 260
[22] Pausanias, Description of Greece iii. 19. § 11
[23] Conon Narrations 18
[24] Théodore Edme Mionnet, No. 570, &c.
[25] Philostratus, Her. viii. 3
[26] Scholiast on Lycophron l. c.
[27] Pausanias, Description of Greece v. 17

Sources
•   This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Smith, William, ed. (1867). "article

name needed". Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology.

• This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Chisholm, Hugh, ed. (1911).
Encyclopædia Britannica (11th ed.). Cambridge University Press.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Art_in_ancient_Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cypselus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias_%28geographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iliad
http://www.ancientlibrary.com/smith-bio/0096.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Little%2C_Brown_and_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Strabo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ovid
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Metamorphoses
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iliad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gaius_Julius_Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iliad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iliad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odyssey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gaius_Julius_Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bibliotheca_%28Pseudo-Apollodorus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Virgil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeneid
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Euripides
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gaius_Julius_Hyginus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tryphiodorus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Quintus_Smyrnaeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lycophron
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scholion
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias_%28geographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Virgil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeneid
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias_%28geographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Conon_%28mythographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philostratus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scholiast
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lycophron
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias_%28geographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:PD-icon.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Public_domain
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Smith_%28lexicographer%29
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Public_domain
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica_Eleventh_Edition


Nestor 315

Nestor

According to some,[1] this cup shows Hecamede
mixing kykeon for Nestor. Tondo of an Attic

red-figure cup, c. 490 BC. From Vulci.

In Greek mythology, Nestor of Gerenia (Ancient Greek: Νέστωρ
Γερήνιος, Nestōr Gerēnios) was the son of Neleus and Chloris and the
King of Pylos. He became king after Heracles killed Neleus and all of
Nestor's siblings. His wife was either Eurydice or Anaxibia; their
children included Peisistratus, Thrasymedes, Pisidice, Polycaste,
Stratichus, Aretus, Echephron, and Antilochus.

Biography

Nestor was an Argonaut, helped fight the centaurs, and participated in
the hunt for the Calydonian Boar. He and his sons, Antilochus and
Thrasymedes, fought on the side of the Achaeans in the Trojan War.
Though Nestor was already very old when the war began (he was
believed to be about 110), he was noted for his bravery and speaking
abilities. In the Iliad, he often gives advice to the younger warriors and
advises Agamemnon and Achilles to reconcile. He is too old to engage in combat himself, but he leads the Pylian
troops, riding his chariot, and one of his horses is killed by an arrow shot by Paris. He also had a solid gold shield.
Homer frequently calls him by the epithet "the Gerenian horseman." At the funeral games of Patroclus, Nestor
advises Antilochus on how to win the chariot race. Antilochus was later killed in battle by Memnon.

In the Odyssey, Nestor and those who were part of his army had safely returned to Pylos since they didn't take part in
the looting of Troy upon the Greek's victory in the Trojan War. Odysseus's son Telemachus travels to Pylos to
inquire about the fate of his father. Nestor receives Telemachus kindly and entertains him lavishly but is unable to
furnish any information on his father's fate. Also appearing in the Odyssey are Nestor's wife Eurydice (a
mythological figure separate from Orpheus's wife of the same name) and their remaining living sons: Echephron,
Stratius, Perseus, Aretus, Thrasymedes and Peisistratus. Nestor also had a daughter named Polycaste.
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Nestor's advice
In the Odyssey, too, Homer's admiration of Nestor is tempered by some humor at his expense: Telemachus, having
returned to Nestor's home from a visit to Helen of Troy and Menelaus (where he has sought further information on
his father's fate), urges Peisistratus to let him board his vessel immediately to return home rather than being
subjected to a further dose of Nestor's rather overwhelming sense of hospitality.

Nestor and his sons sacrifice to Poseidon on the
beach at Pylos (Attic red-figure calyx-krater,

400–380 BC)

Nestor's advice in the Iliad has also been interpreted to have sinister
undertones. For example, when Patroclus comes to Nestor for advice in
Book 11, Nestor persuades him that it is urgent for him to disguise
himself as Achilles. Karl Reinhardt argues that this is contrary to what
Patroclus really originally wanted – in fact, he is only there to receive
information on behalf of Achilles about the wounded Machaon.[2]

Reinhardt notes that an "unimportant errand left behind by an
all-important one ... Patroclus' role as messenger is crucial and an
ironic purpose permeates the encounter."[3]

It is interesting to note that Homer offers contradictory portrayals of
Nestor as a source of advice. On one hand, Homer portrays Nestor as a
wise man; Nestor repeatedly offers advice to the Achaeans that has
been claimed to be anachronistic in Homer's time – for example,
arranging the armies by tribes and clans or effectively using chariots in
battle.[4] Yet at the same time Nestor's advice is frequently ineffective.
Some examples include Nestor accepting without question the dream
Zeus plants in Agamemnon in Book 2 and urging the Achaeans to

battle, instructing the Achaeans in Book 4 to use spear techniques that in actuality would be disastrous,[5] and in
Book 11 giving advice to Patroclus that ultimately leads to his death. Yet Nestor is never questioned and instead is
frequently praised.[6]

Hanna Roisman explains that the characters in the Iliad ignore the discrepancy between the quality of Nestor's advice
and its outcomes is because, in the world of the Iliad, "outcomes are ultimately in the hands of the ever arbitrary and
fickle gods ... heroes are not necessarily viewed as responsible when things go awry." In the Iliad, people are judged
not necessarily in the modern view of results, but as people.[7] Therefore Nestor should be viewed as a good
counselor because of the qualities he possesses as described in his introduction in Book 1 – as a man of "sweet
words," a "clear-voiced orator," and whose voice "flows sweeter than honey."[8] These are elements that make up
Nestor, and they parallel the elements that Homer describes as part of a good counselor at Iliad 3.150–152.
Therefore, "the definition tells us that Nestor, as a good advisor, possesses the three features ... that it designates."[7]

Nestor is a good counselor inherently, and the consequences of his advice have no bearing on that, a view that differs
from how good counselors are viewed today.
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Diomedes

Diomedes, King of Argos - Roman copy of a statue by Kresilas
from ca. 430 BC. Glyptothek, München.

Diomedes or Diomed (Ancient Greek:
Διομήδης Diomēdēs ""God-like cunning" or "advised by
Zeus"") is a hero in Greek mythology, known for his
participation in the Trojan War.

He was born to Tydeus and Deipyle and later became King
of Argos, succeeding his maternal grandfather, Adrastus. In
Homer's Iliad Diomedes is regarded alongside Ajax as one
of the best warriors of all the Achaeans (behind only
Achilles in prowess). In Virgil's Aeneid he is one of the
warriors who entered the Trojan Horse shortly before the
sack of Troy.

Early myths

Diomedes was, on his father’s side, an Aetolian, and on his
mother's an Argive. This is so because his father Tydeus left
Calydon and fled to Argos in order to avoid being
persecuted by his uncle Agrius. He married King Adrastus's
daughter Deipyle.

Tydeus participated in the expedition, known as the Seven
Against Thebes. This
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Athena counseling Diomedes shortly before he enters the battle - (Schlossbrücke,
Berlin).

expedition failed and all leaders, including
Tydeus were killed. Tydeus was Athena’s
favourite warrior at the time, and when he
was dying she wanted to offer him a magic
elixir (which she had obtained from her
father) that would make him immortal.
However, she withdrew the intended
privilege in apparent disgust when Tydeus
gobbled down the brains of the hated enemy
who had wounded him.

According to some, Diomedes was 4 years
old when his father was killed. At the
funeral of their fathers, the sons of Seven
Against Thebes (Aegialeus, Alcmaeon,
Amphilocus, Diomedes, Euryalus,
Promachus, Sthenelus, Thersander) met and
vowed to vanquish Thebes one day. They
called themselves "Epigoni" because they
were born "after everything has happened".

Ten years later, the Epigoni appointed
Alcmaeon as their commander in chief and
gathered an army. They added to their forces
from Argos contingents from Messenia, Arcadia, Corinth, and Megara. This army, however, was a small one
compared to the forces of Thebes.
The Epigoni war is remembered as the most important expedition in Greek Mythology before the Trojan War. It was
a favorite topic for epics, but, unfortunately, all of these epics are now lost. The main battle took place at Glisas
where the warrior Aegialeus (son of King Adrastus of Argos) was slain by King Laodamas. Diomedes was 15 years
old by then and was considered the mightiest of all. Vanquished by the Epigoni, the Thebans followed the counsel of
Tiresias and fled away. Epigoni took the city and most Argive commanders returned rich to their countries after
having sacked Thebes, but the city they handed over to Thersander.

Adrastus died of grief when he learned that his son Aegialeus had perished in the battle at Glisas. Aegialeus was
married to Comaetho, daughter of Tydeus (sister of Diomedes). Diomedes, in turn, married Aegialeus's daughter
Aegialia when he returned from battle. He was then appointed as the King of Argos and thus became one of the most
powerful rulers of Hellas at such a young age.
According to some, Diomedes ruled Argos for more than five years and brought much wealth and stability to the city
during his time. He was a skilled politician and was greatly respected by other rulers. He still kept an eye on
Calydonian politics (his father’s homeland), and when the sons of Agrius (led by Thersites) put Oeneus (Diomedes’
grandfather) in jail and their own father on the throne, Diomedes decided to restore the throne to Oeneus.
Diomedes attacked and ceded the Kingdom, slaying all the traitors except Thersites, Onchestus (who escaped to 
Peloponnesus) and Agrius (who killed himself) restoring his grandfather to the throne. Later, Oeneus passed the 
Kingdom to his son-in-law Andraemon and headed for Argos to meet Diomedes. He was assassinated on the way (in 
Arcadia) by Thersites and Onchestus. Unable to find the murderers, Diomedes founded a mythical city called 
"Oenoe" at the place where his grandfather was buried to honour his death. Later, Thersites fought against the 
Trojans in the Trojan War and noble Diomedes did not mistreat him (however, Thersites was hated by all Achaeans). 
In fact, when Thersites was brutally slain by Achilles (after having mocked him when the latter cried over
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Penthesilia's dead body) Diomedes was the only person who wanted to punish Achilles.
After some years, Diomedes became one of the Suitors of Helen and, as such, he was bound by The Oath of
Tyndareus, which established that all the suitors would defend and protect the man who was chosen as Helen's
husband against any wrong done against him in regard to his marriage. Accordingly, when the seducer Paris stole
Menelaus' wife, all those who had sworn the oath were summoned by Agamemnon (Menelaus’ brother), so that they
would join the coalition that was to sail from Aulis to Troy in order to demand the restoration of Helen and the
Spartan property that was stolen.

Trojan War
Diomedes is known primarily for his participation in the Trojan War. According to Homer, Diomedes enters the war
with a fleet of 80 ships, third only to the contributions of Agamemnon (100 ships) and Nestor (90). Both Sthenelus
and Euryalus (former Epigoni) fought under his command with their armies. Sthenelus was the driver of Diomedes’
chariot and probably his closest friend. All the troops from Argos, Tiryns, Troezen and some other cities were
headed by Diomedes. According to some interpretations, Diomedes is represented in the epic as the most valiant
soldier of the war, who never commits hubris. He is often referred to by Homer as the youngest amongst the
Achaean warrior-kings, and yet the most powerful fighter, second only to Achilles. On other occasions, Ajax is also
characterized as the second-best warrior of the Achaean force. However, during Patroclus' funeral games, Diomedes
was overwhelming Ajax when his comrades advised the fighting to stop, lest one of them get injured. In this way, he
won first place in the armed sparring tournament.
Apart from his outstanding fighting abilities and courage, Diomedes is on several crucial occasions shown to possess
great wisdom, which is acknowledged and respected by his much older comrades, including Agamemnon and
Nestor. Diomedes, Nestor and Odysseus were some of the greatest Achaean strategists. Throughout the Iliad,
Diomedes and Nestor are frequently seen speaking first in war-counsel.
Instances of Diomedes' maturity and intelligence as described in parts of the epic:
•• In Book IV Agamemnon taunts Diomedes by calling him a much inferior fighter than his father. His enraged

comrade Sthenelus urges Diomedes to stand up to Agamemnon by responding that he has bested his father and
avenged his death by conquering "Seven-gated" Thebes. Diomedes responded that it was part of Agamemnon's
tasks as a leader to urge forward the Achaean soldiers, and that men of valour should have no problem
withstanding such insults. However, when Agamemnon uses the same kind of taunting to Odysseus, the latter
responds with anger.

• Although Diomedes dismissed Agamemnon’s taunting with respect, he did not hesitate to point out Agamemnon’s
inadequacy as a leader in certain crucial occasions. In Book IX, Agamemnon proposes going back to Hellas
because Zeus has turned against them. Diomedes then reminds him of the previous insult and tells him that his
behavior is not proper for a leader. "but they all held their peace, till at last Diomed of the loud battle-cry made
answer saying, 'Son of Atreus, I will chide your folly, as is my right in council. Be not then aggrieved that I
should do so. In the first place you attacked me before all the Danaans and said that I was a coward and no
soldier...'" Achaean council - Book IX

• Diomedes also points out that because Troy is destined to fall, they should continue fighting regardless of Zeus’
interventions. "If your own mind is set upon going home—go—the way is open to you; the many ships that
followed you from Mycene stand ranged upon the seashore; but the rest of us stay here till we have sacked Troy.
Nay though these too should turn homeward with their ships, Sthenelus and myself will still fight on till we reach
the goal of Ilius, for heaven was with us when we came."

• "The sons of the Achaeans shouted applause at the words of Diomed, and presently Nestor rose to speak. 'Son of 
Tydeus,' said he, 'in war your prowess is beyond question, and in council you excel all who are of your own years; 
no one of the Achaeans can make light of what you say nor gainsay it, but you have not yet come to the end of the 
whole matter. You are still young- you might be the youngest of my own children—still you have spoken wisely
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and have counselled the chief of the Achaeans not without discretion;'" Achaean council - Book IX
• When Agamemnon tried to appease Achilles's wrath so that he would fight again, by offering him many gifts,

Nestor appointed three envoys to meet Achilles (Book IX). They had to return empty handed; Achilles had told
them that he will leave Troy and never return. The Achaeans were devastated at this. Diomedes points out the
folly of offering these gifts, "Most noble son of Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, you ought not to have sued the
son of Peleus nor offered him gifts. He is proud enough as it is, and you have encouraged him in his pride still
further". Here, Diomedes makes a prediction based on his reasoning that eventually becomes true. He says that
even if Achilles somehow manages to leave Troy, he will never be able to stay away from battle because he
cannot change the fate; "let him go or stay—the gods will make sure that he will fight." In Book XV, Zeus says to
Hera that he had already made a plan to make sure that Achilles will eventually enter the battle.

• Diomedes also encourages Agamemnon to take the lead of tomorrow's battle. "But when fair rosy-fingered morn
appears, forthwith bring out your host and your horsemen in front of the ships, urging them on, and yourself
fighting among the foremost." (Book IX) Agamemnon accepts this counsel and the next day's battle starts with his
"aristeia" where he becomes the hero of the day.

Instances of Diomedes's valour and expertise in battle according to quotations:
•• "As he (Diomedes) spoke he sprang from his chariot, and his armour rang so fiercely about his body that even a

brave man might well have been scared to hear it." - Book IV
•• "Diomed looked angrily at him and answered: "Talk not of flight, for I shall not listen to you: I am of a race that

knows neither flight nor fear, and my limbs are as yet unwearied. I am in no mind to mount, but will go against
them even as I am;" Battle with Aeneas and Pandarus - Book V

•• "But the son of Tydeus caught up a mighty stone, so huge and great that as men now are it would take two to lift
it; nevertheless he bore it aloft with ease unaided," Battle with Aeneas - Book V

•• "Father Jove, grant that the lot fall on Ajax, or on the son of Tydeus, or upon the king of rich Mycene himself."
Duel of Hector - Book VII

•• "The old man instantly began cutting the traces with his sword, but Hector's fleet horses bore down upon him
through the rout with their bold charioteer, even Hector himself, and the old man would have perished there and
then had not Diomed been quick to mark" Saving Nestor - Book VII

•• "They all held their peace, but Diomed of the loud war-cry spoke saying, 'Nestor, gladly will I visit the host of the
Trojans over against us, but if another will go with me I shall do so in greater confidence and comfort. When two
men are together, one of them may see some opportunity which the other has not caught sight of; if a man is alone
he is less full of resource, and his wit is weaker.'" Achaean plans - Book X

Diomedes' place among Achaeans
Although he was the youngest of all Achaean kings, he is considered the most experienced leader by some scholars
(he had fought more battles than others, including the most important war expedition before the Trojan War – even
old Nestor had not participated in such military work).
Second only to Achilles, Diomedes is considered to be the mightiest and the most skilled warrior among the
Achaeans. He even got the better of Ajax, son of Telamon, in an armed sparring tournament, but the bout was called
off prematurely. He vanquished (and could have killed) Hector (the greatest Trojan Warrior) on two occasions and
Aeneas (the second best Trojan warrior) once.
He and Odysseus were the only heroes who participated in tasks such as night missions which demanded discipline,
bravery, courage, cunning and resourcefulness.
Diomedes received the most direct divine help and protection. He was the favorite warrior of Athena (who even
drove his chariot once). He was also the only person who attacked (and even wounded) Olympian Immortals. He
was also given divine vision to identify immortals on one occasion.
Only Diomedes and Menelaus were offered immortality and became gods in post Homeric mythology.
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Weapons
The god Hephaestus made Diomedes' cuirass for him. He was the only Greek warrior apart from Achilles who
carried such an arsenal of gear made by Hera's most skilled son. He also had a round shield with the mark of a boar.
In combat, he also carried a spear as well as his father's sword and possessed a golden cuirass. This golden armor
bore a crest of a boar on the breast. It was created by a mortal smith but was blessed by Athena, who gave it to
Tydeus. When he died, it passed to Diomedes. A skilled smith created the sword for Tydeus, which bore designs of a
lion and a big boar.

Diomedes in Aulis
In Aulis, where Achaean leaders gathered, Diomedes met his brother in arms Odysseus, with whom he shared
several adventures. Both of them were favorite heroes of Athena and were very similar in character. They began to
combine their efforts and actions already when being in Aulis.
Diomedes and Odysseus were Agamemnon’s most trusted officers. When the sacrifice of Iphigenia (Agamemnon’s
daughter) became a necessity for Achaeans to sail away from Aulis, king Agamemnon had to choose between
sacrificing his daughter and resigning from his post of high commander among Achaeans (in which case Diomedes
would probably become the leader). When he decided to sacrifice his daughter to Artemis, Diomedes and Odysseus
were among the few Achaean officers familiar with his plans. The two unscrupulous friends carried out this order of
Agamemnon by luring Iphigenia from Mycenae to Aulis, where murder, disguised as wedding, awaited her.

Palamedes
Once in Troy, Odysseus murdered Palamedes (the commander who outwitted Odysseus in Ithaca, forcing him to
stand by his oath and join the alliance), drowning him while he was fishing. According to other stories, when
Palamedes advised the Greeks to return home, Odysseus accused him of being a traitor and forged false evidence and
found a fake witness to testify against him. Palamedes was stoned to death.
Some say that Diomedes conspired with Odysseus against Palamedes, and under the pretence of having discovered a
hidden treasure, they let him down into a well and there stoned him to death.[1] Others say that, though Diomedes
guessed or knew about the plot, he did not try to defend Palamedes, because Odysseus was essential for the fall of
Troy.

Diomedes in the Iliad

Diomedes is one of the main characters in the Iliad. This epic narrates a series of events that took place during the
final year of the great war. Diomedes is the key fighter in the first third of the epic. According to some
interpretations, Diomedes is represented in the epic as the most valiant soldier of the war, who never committed
hubris. He is regarded as the perfect embodiment of traditional heroic values because he displays virtues such as
courage while fighting in the front ranks for honor and glory, respect for his commander Agamemnon and the gods,
and finally self-restraint/humility to remain within mortal limits.
Diomedes' aristeia ("excellence"—the great deeds of a hero) begins in Book V and continues in Book VI. Some
scholars claim that this part of the epic was originally a separate, independent poem (describing the feats of
Diomedes) that Homer adapted and included in the Iliad. Diomedes' aristeia represents many of his heroic virtues
such as outstanding fighting skills, bravery, divine protection/advice, carefully planned tactics of war, leadership,
humility and self-restraint.
Book V begins with Athena, the war-like goddess of wisdom putting valour into the heart of her champion warrior. 
She also makes a stream of fire flare from his shield and helmet. Diomedes then slays a number of Trojan warriors 
including Phegeus (whose brother was spirited away by Hera’s son before being slain by Diomedes) until Pandarus 
wounds him with an arrow. Diomedes then prays to Athena for the slaughter of Pandarus. She responds by offering
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him a special vision to distinguish gods from men and asks him to wound Aphrodite if she ever comes to battle. She
also warns him not to engage any other god.
He continues to make havoc among the Trojans by killing Astynous, Hypeiron, Abas, Polyidus, Xanthus, Thoon,
Echemmon and Chromius (two sons of Priam). Finally, Aeneas (son of Aphrodite) asks Pandarus to mount his
chariot and fight Diomedes together. Sthenelus warns his friend of their approach.
Diomedes faces this situation by displaying both his might and wisdom. Although he can face both of these warriors
together, he knows that Aphrodite may try to save her son. He also knows the history of Aeneas' two horses (they
descend from Zeus's immortal horses). Since he has to carry out Athena's order, he orders Sthenelus to steal the
horses while he faces Aphrodite’s son.

Diomedes attacking Aeneas-Athena stands
behind him

Pandarus throws his spear first and brags that he has killed the son of
Tydeus. The latter responds by saying "at least, one of you will be
slain" and throws his spear. Pandarus is killed and Aeneas is left to
fight Diomedes (now unarmed). Not bothering with weapons,
Diomedes picks up a huge stone and crushes his enemy's hip with it.
Aeneas faints and is rescued by his mother before Diomedes can kill
him. Mindful of Athena's orders, Diomedes runs after Aphrodite and
wounds her arm. Dropping her son, the goddess flees towards
Olympus. Apollo now comes to the rescue of the Trojan hero.
Disregarding Athena's advice, Diomedes attacks Apollo twice before
Apollo warns him not to match himself against immortals. Respecting
Apollo, Diomedes then withdraws himself from that combat. Although he has failed in killing Aeneas, following his
orders, Sthenelus has already stolen the two valuable horses of Aeneas. Diomedes then became the owner of the
second best pair of horses (after Achilles’ immortal ones) among Achaeans.

Diomedes and Athena attacking Ares

Aphrodite complained to her mother about Diomedes' handiwork. The
latter reminded her of mighty Heracles (now, an Olympian himself)
who held the record of wounding not one but two Olympians as a
human.

The transgression of Diomedes by attacking Apollo had its
consequences. Urged by Apollo, Ares came to the battlefield to help
Trojans. Identifying the god of war, Diomedes protected the Achaeans
by ordering them to withdraw towards their ships. Hera saw the havoc
created by her son and together with Athena, she came to the Achaeans' aid. When Athena saw Diomedes resting
near his horses, she mocked him, reminding him of Tydeus who frequently disobeyed her advice. Diomedes replied
"Goddess, I know you truly and will not hide anything from you. I am following your instructions and retreating for I
know that Ares is fighting among the Trojans". Athena answered "Diomedes most dear to my heart, do not fear this
immortal or any other god for I will protect you." Throwing Sthenelus out of the chariot and mounting it herself, the
goddess (who invented the chariot and taught humans to drive it) drove straight at Ares. She also put on the helmet
of Hades, making her invisible to even gods. Ares saw only Diomedes in the chariot and threw his spear which was
caught by Athena. Diomedes then threw his spear (which was guided by Athena) at Ares, wounding his stomach.
The god screamed in a voice of 10,000 men and fled away. This was how Diomedes became the only human to
wound two Olympians in a single day.
In Book VI, Diomedes continued his feats by killing Axylus and Calesius. Hector’s brother Helenus described
Diomedes' fighting skills in this manner: "He fights with fury and fills men's souls with panic. I hold him mightiest
of them all; we did not fear even their great champion Achilles, son of an immortal though he be, as we do this man:
his rage is beyond all bounds, and there is none can vie with him in prowess."
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Helenus then sent Hector to the city of Troy to tell their mother about what was happening. According to the
instructions of Helenus, Priam's wife gathered matrons at the temple of Athena in the acropolis and offered the
goddess the largest, fairest robe of Troy. She also promised the sacrifice of twelve heifers if Athena could take pity
on them and break the spear of Diomedes. Athena, of course, did not grant it.
Meanwhile, one brave Trojan named Glaucus challenged the son of Tydeus to a single combat. Impressed by his
bravery and noble appearance, Diomedes inquired if he were an immortal in disguise. Although Athena has
previously told him not to fear any immortal, Diomedes displayed his humility by saying, "I will not fight any more
immortals."

Diomedes and Glaucus

Glaucus told the story of how he was descended from Bellerophon who
killed the Chimaera and the Amazons. Diomedes realized that his
grandfather Oeneus hosted Bellerophon, and so Diomedes and Glaucus
must also be friends. They resolved to not fight each other and Diomedes
proposed exchanging their armours. Cunning Diomedes only gave away
a bronze armour for the golden one he received. The phrase ‘Diomedian
swap’ originated from this incident.

In Book VII, Diomedes was among the nine Achaean warriors who came
forward to fight Hector in a single combat. When they cast lots to choose
one among those warriors, the Achaeans prayed "Father Zeus, grant that
the lot fall on Ajax, or on the son of Tydeus, or upon Agamemnon." Ajax
was chosen to fight Hector.
Idaeus of the Trojans came for a peace negotiation, and he offered to give back all the treasures Paris stole plus
more—everything except Helen. In the Achaean council, Diomedes was the first one to speak: "Let there be no
taking, neither treasure, nor yet Helen, for even a child may see that the doom of the Trojans is at hand." These
words were applauded by all and Agamemnon said, "This is the answer of the Achaeans."

In Book VIII, Zeus ordered all other deities to not interfere with the battle. He made the Trojans stronger so they
could drive away the Achaeans from battle. Then he thundered aloud from Ida and sent the glare of his lightning
upon the Achaeans. Seeing this, all the great Achaean warriors—including the two Ajaxes, Agamemnon, Idomeneus
and Odysseus—took flight. Nestor could not escape because one of his horses was wounded by Paris’ arrow. He
might have perished if not for Diomedes.
This incident is the best example for Diomedes’ remarkable bravery. Seeing that Nestor's life was in danger, the son
of Tydeus shouted for Odysseus' help. The latter ignored his cry and ran away. Left alone in the battleground,
Diomedes took his stand before Nestor and ordered him to take Sthenelus’ place. Having Nestor as the driver,
Diomedes bravely rushed towards Hector. Struck by his spear, Hector’s driver Eniopeus was slain. Taking a new
driver, Archeptolemus, Hector advanced forward again. Zeus saw that both Hector and Archeptolemus were about to
be slain by Diomedes and decided to intervene. He took his mighty Thunderbolt and shot its lightning in front of
Diomedes’ chariot. Nestor advised Diomedes to turn back since no person should try to transgress Zeus’ will.
Diomedes answered, "Hector will talk among the Trojans and say, 'The son of Tydeus fled before me to the ships.'
This is the vaunt he will make, and may the earth then swallow me." Nestor responded, "Son of Tydeus, though
Hector say that you are a coward the Trojans and Dardanians will not believe him, nor yet the wives of the mighty
warriors whom you have laid low." Saying these words, Nestor turned the horses back. Hector, seeing that they had
turned back from battle, called Diomedes a "woman and a coward" and promised to slay him personally. Diomedes
thought three times of turning back and fighting Hector, but Zeus thundered from heaven each time.
When all the Achaean seemed discouraged, Zeus sent an eagle as a good omen. Diomedes was the first warrior to
read this omen, and he immediately attacked the Trojans and killed Agelaus.
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At the end of the day's battle, Hector made one more boast, "Let the women each of them light a great fire in her
house, and let watch be safely kept lest the town be entered by surprise while the host is outside... I shall then know
whether brave Diomed will drive me back from the ships to the wall, or whether I shall myself slay him and carry off
his bloodstained spoils. Tomorrow let him show his mettle, abide my spear if he dare. I ween that at break of day, he
shall be among the first to fall and many another of his comrades round him. Would that I were as sure of being
immortal and never growing old, and of being worshipped like Minerva and Apollo, as I am that this day will bring
evil to the Argives."
These words subsequently turned out to be wrong. In spite of careful watch, Diomedes managed to launch an attack
upon the sleeping Trojans. Hector was vanquished by Diomedes yet again and it was Diomedes that ended up being
worshipped as an immortal.
In Book IX, Agamemnon started shedding tears and proposed to abandon the war for good because Zeus was
supporting the Trojans. Diomedes pointed out that this behavior was inappropriate for a leader like Agamemnon. He
also declared that he will never leave the city unvanquished for the gods were originally with them. This speech
signifies the nature of Homeric tradition where fate and divine interventions have superiority over human choices.
Diomedes believed that Troy was fated to fall and had absolute and unconditional faith in victory.
However, this was one of the two instances where Diomedes' opinion was criticized by Nestor. He praised
Diomedes’ intelligence and declared that no person of such young age could equal Diomedes in counsel. He then
criticized Diomedes for not making any positive proposal to replace Agamemnon's opinion – a failure which Nestor
ascribed to his youth. Nestor believed in the importance of human choices and proposed to change Achilles' mind by
offering many gifts. This proposal was approved by both Agamemnon and Odysseus.
The embassy failed because Achilles himself had more faith in his own choices than fate or divine interventions. He
threatened to leave Troy, never to return believing that this choice will enable him to live a long life. When the
envoys returned, Diomedes criticized Nestor’s decision and Achilles' pride saying that Achilles’ personal choice of
leaving Troy is of no importance (therefore, trying to change it with gifts is useless). Diomedes said, "Let Achilles
stay or leave if he wishes to, but he will fight when the time comes. Let’s leave it to the gods to set his mind on that."
(In Book 15, Zeus tells Hera that he has already planned the method of bringing Achilles back to battle, confirming
that Diomedes was right all along)
Book X – Agamemnon and Menelaus rounded up their principal commanders to get ready for battle the next day.
They woke up Odysseus, Nestor, Ajax, Diomedes and Idomeneus. While the others were sleeping inside their tents,
king Diomedes was seen outside his tent clad in his armour sleeping upon an ox skin, already well-prepared for any
problem he may encounter at night. During the Achaean council held, Agamemnon asked for a volunteer to spy on
the Trojans. Again, it was Diomedes who stepped forward.
The son of Tydeus explained "If another will go with me, I could do this in greater confidence and comfort. When
two men are together, one of them may see some opportunity which the other has not caught sight of; if a man is
alone he is less full of resource, and his wit is weaker." These words inspired many other heroes to step forward.
Agamemnon put Diomedes in charge of the mission and asked him to choose a companion himself. The hero
instantly selected Odysseus for he was loved by Athena and was quick witted. Although Odysseus had deserted
Diomedes in the battlefield that very day, instead of bashing him, the latter praised his bravery in front of others.
Odysseus' words hinted that he actually did not wish to be selected.
Meanwhile, in a similar council held by Hector, not a single prince or king would volunteer to spy on Achaeans.
Finally Hector managed to send Dolon, a good runner, after making a false oath (promising him Achilles' horses
after the victory).
On their way to the Trojan camp, Diomedes and Odysseus discovered Dolon approaching the Achaean camp. The
two kings lay among the corpses till Dolon passed them and ran after him. Dolon proved to be the better runner but
Athena infused fresh strength into the son of Tydeus for she feared some other Achaean might earn the glory of
being first to hit Dolon. Diomedes threw his spear over Dolon’s shoulders and ordered him to stop.
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Dolon gave them several valuable pieces of information. According to Dolon, Hector and the other councilors were
holding conference by the monument of great Ilus, away from the general tumult. In addition, he told about a major
weakness in Trojan army. Only the Trojans had watchfires; they, therefore, were awake and kept each other to their
duty as sentinels; but the allies who have come from other places were asleep and left it to the Trojans to keep guard.
It is never explained in the epic why Dolon, specially mentioned as a man of lesser intelligence, came to notice this
flaw while Hector (in spite of all his boasting) completely missed/ignored it.
On further questioning, Diomedes and Odysseus learnt that among the various allies, Thracians were the most
vulnerable for they had come last and were sleeping apart from the others at the far end of the camp. Rhesus was
their king and Dolon described Rhesus’ horses in this manner; "His horses are the finest and strongest that I have
ever seen, they are whiter than snow and fleeter than any wind that blows".
Having truthfully revealed valuable things, Dolon expected to be taken as a prisoner to the ships, or to be tied up,
while the other two found out whether he had told them the truth or not. But Diomedes told him: "You have given us
excellent news, but do not imagine you are going to get away, now that you have fallen into our hands. If we set you
free tonight, there is nothing to prevent your coming down once more to the Achaean ships, either to play the spy or
to meet us in open fight. But if I lay my hands on you and take your life, you will never be a nuisance to the Argives
again." Having said this, Diomedes cut off the prisoner's head with his sword, without giving him time to plead for
his life.
Although the original purpose of this night mission was spying on the Trojans, the information given by Dolon
persuaded the two friends to plan an attack upon the Thracians.They took the spoils and set them upon a tamarisk
tree in honour of Athena. Then they went where Dolon had indicated, and having found the Thracian king, Diomedes
let him and twelve of his soldiers pass from one kind of sleep to another; for they were all killed in their beds, while
asleep. Meanwhile, Odysseus gathered the team of Rhesus’ horses. Diomedes was wondering when to stop. He was
planning to kill some more Thracians and stealing the chariot of the king with his armour when Athena advised him
to back off for some other god may warn the Trojans.

Diomedes and Odysseus stealing
Rhesus' horses

This first night mission demonstrates another side of these two kings where they
employed stealth and treachery along with might and bravery but more
importantly fulfills one of the prophecies required for the fall of Troy: that Troy
will not fall while the horses of Rhesus feed upon its plains (According to
another version of the story, it had been foretold by an oracle that if the stallions
of Rhesus were ever to drink from the river Scamander, which cuts across the
Trojan plain, then the city of Troy would never fall. The Greeks never allowed
the horses to drink from that river for all of them were stolen by Diomedes and
Odysseus shortly after their arrival). These horses were given to king Diomedes.
According to some scholars, the rest of Thracians, deprived of their king, left
Troy to return to their kingdom. This was another bonus of the night mission.

Book XI- In the forenoon, the fight was equal, but Agamemnon turned the fortune of the day towards the Achaeans
until he got wounded and left the field. Hector then seized the battlefield and slew many Achaeans. Beholding this,
Diomedes and Odysseus continued to fight with a lot of valor, giving hope to the Achaeans. The king of Argos slew
Thymbraeus, two sons of Merops, and Agastrophus.
Hector soon marked the havoc Diomedes and Odysseus were making, and approached them. Diomedes immediately
threw his spear at Hector, aiming for his head. This throw was dead accurate but the helmet given by Apollo saved
Hector's life. Yet, the spear was sent with such great force that Hector swooned away. Meanwhile, Diomedes ran
towards Hector to get his spear. Hector recovered and mingled with the crowd, by which means he saved his life
from Diomedes for the second time. Frustrated, Diomedes shouted after Hector calling him a dog. The son of
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Tydeus, frequently referred to as the lord of war cry, was not seen speaking disrespectful words to his enemies
before.
Shortly after that Paris jumped up in joy for he managed to achieve a great feat by fixing Diomedes' foot to the
ground with an arrow. Dismayed at this, Diomedes said "Seducer, a worthless coward like you can inflict but a light
wound; when I wound a man though I but graze his skin it is another matter, for my weapon will lay him low. His
wife will tear her cheeks for grief and his children will be fatherless: there will he rot, reddening the earth with his
blood, and vultures, not women, will gather round him." Under Odysseus' cover, Diomedes withdrew the arrow but
unable to fight with a limp, he retired from battle.
Book XIV- The wounded kings (Diomedes, Agamemnon and Odysseus) held council with Nestor regarding the
possibility of Trojan army reaching their ships. Agamemnon proposed drawing the ships on the beach into the water
but Odysseus rebuked him and pointed out the folly of such council. Agamemnon said, "Someone, it may be, old or
young, can offer us better counsel which I shall rejoice to hear." Wise Diomedes said, "Such a one is at hand; he is
not far to seek, if you will listen to me and not resent my speaking though I am younger than any of you ... I say,
then, let us go to the fight as we needs must, wounded though we be. When there, we may keep out of the battle and
beyond the range of the spears lest we get fresh wounds in addition to what we have already, but we can spur on
others, who have been indulging their spleen and holding aloof from battle hitherto." This council was approved by
all.
Book XXIII- In the funeral games of Patroclus, Diomedes (though wounded) won all the games he played. First, he
participated in the chariot race where he had to take the last place in the starting-line (chosen by casting lots).
Diomedes owned the fastest horses after Achilles (who did not participate). A warrior named Eumelus took the lead
and Diomedes could have overtaken him easily but Apollo (who had a grudge against him) made him drop the whip.
Beholding this trick played by the sun-god, Athena reacted with great anger. She not only gave the whip back to the
son of Tydeus but also put fresh strength to his horses and went after Eumelus to break his yoke. Poor Eumelus was
thrown down and his elbows, mouth, and nostrils were all torn. Antilochus told his horses that there is no point
trying to overtake Diomedes for Athena wishes his victory. Diomedes won the first prize – "a woman skilled in all
useful arts, and a three-legged cauldron".
Next, he fought with great Ajax in an armed sparring contest where the winner was to draw blood first. Ajax
attacked Diomedes where his armour covered his body and achieved no success. Ajax owned the biggest armour and
the tallest shield which covered most of his body leaving only two places vulnerable; his neck and armpits. So,
Diomedes maneuvered his spear above Ajax's shield and attacked his neck, drawing blood. The Achaean leaders
were scared that another such blow would kill Ajax and they stopped the fight. Diomedes received the prize for the
victor. This is the final appearance of Diomedes in the epic.
It is seen that although Diomedes received Athena’s help without asking for it, Odysseus prayed for help even before
the start of the footrace he participated.
It is generally accepted that Athena is closest to Diomedes in the epic. In the early traditions, Athena (a virgin
goddess) is described as being shy in the company of males. But she spoke to the hero without any disguise in Book
V where he could see her in the true divine form (a special vision was granted to him). Such an incident doesn’t
happen even in the other Homeric Epic, The Odyssey where Athena disguises herself while speaking to Odysseus.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Casting_lots
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Amazons
Penthesileia led a small army of Amazons to Troy on the last year of the Trojan War. Two of her warriors named
Alcibie and Derimacheia were slain by Diomedes.

A dispute with Achilles
Penthesileia killed many Greeks in battle. She was, however, no match for Achilles, who killed her. When Achilles
stripped Penthesileia of her armour, he saw that the woman was young and very beautiful, and seemingly falls madly
in love with her. Achilles then regrets killing her. Thersites mocked Achilles for his behaviour, because the hero was
mourning his enemy. Enraged, Achilles killed Thersites with a single blow to his face.
Thersites was so quarrelsome and abusive in character, that only his cousin, Diomedes, mourned for him. Diomedes
wanted to avenge Thersites, but the other leaders persuaded the two mightiest Achaean warriors against fighting
among themselves. Hearkening to prayers of comrades, the two heroes reconciled at last. According to Quintus
Smyrnaeus, the Greek leaders agreed to the boon of returning her body to the Trojans for her funeral pyre. According
to some other sources, Diomedes angrily tossed Penthesileia's body into the river, so neither side could give her
decent burial.[2]

Achilles' funeral games
After Achilles' death, the Achaeans piled him a mound and held magnificent games in his honor. According to
Apollodorus, Diomedes won the footrace. Smyrnaeus says that the wrestling match between him and Ajax the Great
came to a draw.

Neoptolemus
As Troy could not be taken regardless of the efforts that were made, ever new conditions were added by the seers as
to what was necessary to do in order to take the city. So, in the same way as before it had been declared that Troy
could not be taken without Achilles, now it was prophesied that Troy could not be taken if Neoptolemus (Achilles's
son) would not come and fight. According to Quintus Smyrnaeus, Odysseus and Diomedes came to Scyros to bring
him to the war at Troy. According to the Epic Cycle, Odysseus and Phoenix did this.

Another Prophecy
The Greek seer named Calchas prophesied that Philoctetes (whom the Greeks had abandoned on the island of
Lemnos due to the vile odour from snakebite) and the bow of Heracles are needed to take Troy. Philoctetes hated
Odysseus, Agamemnon and Menelaus, because they were responsible for leaving him behind.
Diomedes and Odysseus were charged with achieving this prophecy also. Knowing that Philoctetes would never
agree to come with them, they sailed to the island and stole the bow of Heracles by a trick. Heracles (now a god) or
Athena later persuaded Philoctetes to join the Achaeans again. This bow and arrows were used by Philoctetes (who
came with Diomedes and Odysseus to Troy) to slay Paris; this was a requirement to the fall of Troy.
According to some, Diomedes and Odysseus were sent into the city of Troy to negotiate for peace after the death of
Paris.[3]
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The Palladium

Diomedes with The Palladium-Johan Tobias
Sergel, Konstakademin, Stockholm.

After Paris' death, Helenus left the city but was captured by Odysseus.
The Greeks somehow managed to persuade the seer/warrior to reveal
the weakness of Troy. The Greeks learnt from Helenus, that Troy
would not fall, while the Palladium, image or statue of Athena,
remained within Troy's walls. The difficult task of stealing this sacred
statue again fell upon the shoulders of Odysseus and Diomedes.

Diomedes with the Palladium approaches an altar

Odysseus, some say, went by night to Troy, and leaving Diomedes
waiting, disguised himself and entered the city as a beggar. There he
was recognized by Helen, who told him where the Palladium was.
Diomedes then climbed the wall of Troy and entered the city.
Together, the two friends killed several guards and one or more priests
of Athena's temple and stole the Palladium "with their bloodstained
hands".[4] Diomedes is generally regarded as the person who
physically removed the Palladium and carried it away to the ships.
There are several statues and many ancient drawings of him with the
Palladium.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ADiomedes_with_The_Palladium.jpg
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Diomedes and Odysseus stealing the Palladium

Diomedes with The Palladium-Glyptothek
Munich

According to the Little Iliad, on the way to the ships, Odysseus plotted
to kill Diomedes and claim the Palladium (or perhaps the credit for
gaining it) for himself. He raised his sword to stab Diomedes in the
back. Diomedes was alerted to the danger by glimpsing the gleam of
the sword in the moonlight. He turned round, seized the sword of
Odysseus, tied his hands, and drove him along in front, beating his
back with the flat of his sword.[5] From this action was said to have
arisen the Greek proverbial expression “Diomedes’ necessity”, applied
to those who act under compulsion. (The incident was commemorated
in 1842 by the French sculptor Pierre-Jules Cavelier in a muscle-bound
plaster statue). Because Odysseus was essential for the destruction of
Troy, Diomedes refrained from punishing him.

Diomedes took the Palladium with him when he left Troy. According
to some, he brought it to Argos where it remained until Ergiaeus, one
of his descendants, took it away with the assistance of the Laconian
Leagrus, who conveyed it to Sparta.[6] Others say that he brought it to
Italy. Some say that Diomedes was robbed of the palladium by
Demophon in Attica, where he landed one night on his return from
Troy, without knowing where he was.[7] According to another
tradition, the Palladium failed to bring Diomedes any luck due to the
unrighteous way he obtained it. He was informed by an oracle, that he
should be exposed to unceasing sufferings unless he restored the sacred
image to the Trojans. Therefore he gave it back to his enemy,
Aeneas.[8]

Stealing the Palladium after killing the priests was viewed as the greatest transgression committed by Diomedes and
Odysseus by Trojans. Odysseus used this sentiment to his advantage when he invented the Trojan Horse stratagem.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ADiomedes_and_Odysseus_stealing_the_Palladium.jpg
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The Wooden Horse
This stratagem invented by Odysseus made it possible to take the city. Diomedes was one of the warriors inside. He
slew many Trojan warriors inside the city.
According to Quintus Smyrnaeus, while slaughtering countless Trojans, Diomedes met an elderly man named
Ilioneus who begged for mercy. Despite his fury of war, Diomedes held back his sword so that the old man might
speak. Ilioneus begged "Oh compassionate my suppliant hands! To slay the young and valiant is a glorious thing; but
if you smite an old man, small renown waits on your prowess. Therefore turn from me your hands against young
men, if you hope ever to come to grey hairs such as mine." Firmly resolved in his purpose, Diomedes answered. "Old
man, I look to attain to honored age; but while my Strength yet exists, not a single foe will escape me with life. The
brave man makes an end of every foe." Having said this, Diomedes slew Ilioneus.
Some of the other Trojan warriors slain by Diomedes during that night were Coroebus (who came to Troy to win the
hand of Cassandra), Eurydamas and Eurycoon.

Aftermath

After the fall of Troy
During the sacking and looting of the great city, the seeress Cassandra, daughter of Priam and Hecuba, clung to the
statue of Athena, but the Lesser Ajax raped her. Odysseus, unsuccessfully, tried to persuade the Greek leaders to put
Ajax to death, by stoning the Locrian leader (to divert the goddess's anger). Diomedes and other Greek leaders
disagreed because Ajax himself clung to the same statue of Athena in order to save himself. The failure of Greek
leaders to punish Ajax the lesser for the sacrilege of Athena's altar resulted in earning her wrath. However, she did
not punish Diomedes.
Athena caused a quarrel between Agamemnon and Menelaus about the voyage from Troy. Agamemnon then stayed
on to appease the anger of Athena. Diomedes and Nestor held a discussion about the situation and decided to leave
immediately. They took their vast armies and left Troy. They managed to reach home safely but Athena called upon
Poseidon to bring a violent storm upon most of other Greek ships.
The Palamedes affair haunted several Greek Leaders including Diomedes. Palamedes's brother Oeax went to Argos
and reported to Aegialia, falsely or not, that her husband was bringing a woman he preferred to his wife. Others say
that Aegialia herself had taken a lover, Cometes (son of Sthenelus), being persuaded to do so by Palamedes's father
Nauplius. Still others say that despite Diomedes's noble treatment of her son Aeneas, Aphrodite never managed to
forget about the Argive spear that had once pierced her flesh in the fields of Troy. She helped Aegialia to obtain, not
one but many lovers. (According to different traditions, Aegialeia was living in adultery with Hippolytus, Cometes
or Cyllabarus.)[9]

In any case Aegialia, being helped by the Argives, prevented Diomedes from entering the city. Or else, if he ever
entered Argos, he had to take sanctuary at the altar of Hera, and thence flee with his companions by night.[10]

Cometes was shortly the king of Argos, in Diomedes' absence, but was quickly replaced by the rightful heir,
Cyanippus, who was the son of Aegialeus.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cyanippus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aegialeus


Diomedes 331

Life in Italy
Diomedes then migrated to Aetolia, and thence to Daunia (Apulia) in Italy. He went to the court of King Daunus,
King of the Daunians. The king was honored to accept the great warrior. He begged Diomedes for help in warring
against the Messapians, for a share of the land and marriage to his daughter. Diomedes agreed the proposal, drew up
his men and routed the Messapians. He took his land which he assigned to the Dorians, his followers.
Diomedes later married Daunus's daughter Euippe and had two sons named Diomedes and Amphinomus. Some say
that, after the sack of Troy, Diomedes came to Libya (due to a storm), where he was put in prison by King Lycus
(who planned on sacrificing him to Ares). It is said that it was the king's daughter Callirrhoe, who loosing Diomedes
from his bonds, saved him. Diomedes is said to have thanklessly sailed away, and the girl killed herself with a
halter.[11]

Cities founded by Diomedes
He founded about ten Italian cities (in the eastern part of Italy) including Argyrippa (Arpi/Arpus Hippium/Argos
Hippion), Aequum Tuticum, Beneventum and Brundusium. Also Canusium, Venafrum, Salapia, Spina, Garganum,
Sipus (near Santa Maria di Siponto) were said to have been founded by him.[12]

Some say that he named a city as "Venusia" (or Aphrodisia) after Venus (Aphrodite) as a peace-offering. When war
broke out between Aeneas and Turnus, Turnus tried to persuade Diomedes to aid them in the war against the
Trojans. Diomedes told them he had fought enough Trojans in his lifetime, and urged Turnus that it was best to make
peace with Aeneas than to fight the Trojans. He also said that his purpose in Italy is to live in peace.[13] Virgil's
Aeneid describes the beauty and prosperity of Diomedes' kingdom.
The worship and service of gods and heroes was spread by Diomedes far and wide : in and near Argos he caused
temples of Athena to be built.[14] His armour was preserved in a temple of Athena at Luceria in Apulia, and a gold
chain of his was shown in a temple of Artemis in Peucetia. At Troezene he had founded a temple of Apollo
Epibaterius, and instituted the Pythian games there.[15]

Other sources claim that Diomedes had one more meeting with his old enemy Aeneas where he gave the Palladium
back to the Trojans.

Death
Neither Homer nor Virgil gives the reader any foreshadowing of Diomedes's death except for a passage in the Iliad
in which Dione, Aphrodite's mother, comforts the goddess of love (after she has been injured by Diomedes), telling
her daughter that "the man who fights the gods does not live long" and will not be welcomed home from war by his
children on his lap (5.407-409).

End of Diomedes in Italy
He lived a long life but there is no clear record as to how he died. Some claims that he was buried or mysteriously
disappeared on one of the islands in the Adriatic called after him (Diomedeae). Others say that he did not have to
face a mortal death.
Legend has it that, on his death, the albatrosses got together and sang a song (their normal call). This is where the
family name for albatrosses comes from (Diomedeae).
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Afterlife
According to the post Homeric stories, Diomedes was given immortality by Athena, which she had not given to his
father. Pindar says that Diomedes became a minor god in southern Italy or the Adriatic. He was worshipped as a
divine being under various names in Italy where Statues of him existed at Argyripa, Metapontum, Thurii, and other
places.
There are traces in Greece also of the worship of Diomedes. Greek sources say that he was placed among the gods
together with the Dioscuri.
Diomedes was worshipped as a hero not only in Greece, but on the coast of the Adriatic, as at Thurii and
Metapontum. At Argos, his native place, during the festival of Athena, his shield was carried through the streets as a
relic, together with the Palladium, and his statue was washed in the river Inachus.
In the Divine Comedy poem Inferno, Dante Alighieri sees Diomedes in the Eighth Circle of Hell, where deceivers
are imprisoned for eternity in a sheet of flame. His deceits include those used to steal the Palladium and king Rhesus'
horses. The same damnation is imposed on Odysseus, who is also punished for having persuaded Achilles to fight in
the Trojan war, without telling him that this would lead to his inevitable death. Diomedes and Odysseus are also here
for their part in the Trojan Horse.

The Troilus and Cressida legend
Diomedes plays an important role in the medieval legend of Troilus and Cressida, in which he becomes the girl's
new lover when she is sent to the Greek camp to join her traitorous father. In Shakespeare's play of that title,
Diomedes is often seen fighting Troilus over her.
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Teucer
This article is about Teucer, son of King Telamon of Salamis. For Teucer, son of Scamander and Idaea, see
King Teucer.

Statue of Teucer by Sir William Hamo
Thornycroft

In Greek mythology Teucer, also Teucrus or Teucris (Greek:
Τεῦκρος, Teukros), was the son of King Telamon of Salamis Island
and his second wife Hesione, daughter of King Laomedon of Troy. He
fought alongside his half-brother, Ajax, in the Trojan War and is the
legendary founder of the city of Salamis on Cyprus. Through his
mother, Teucer was the nephew of King Priam of Troy and the cousin
of Hector and Paris - all of whom he fought against in the Trojan War.

History

During the Trojan War, Teucer was mainly a great archer, who loosed
his shafts from behind the giant shield of his half-brother Ajax the
Great. When Hector was driving the Achaeans back toward their ships,
Teucer gave the Argives some success by killing many of the charging
Trojans, including Hector's charioteer, Archeptolemus son of Iphitos.
However, every time he shot an arrow at Hector, Apollo, the protector
of the Trojans, would foil the shot - an ironic reference to the fact that
Apollo would guide Paris' arrow into Achilles' heel.[1] At one point in
his rage at Teucer's success, Hector picked up a huge rock and flung it at him. The rock injured Teucer, so that he
retired from the fighting for a certain period of time[2]. He took up a spear to fight in the war after his bow was
broken by Zeus[3]. He once again challenged Hector, and narrowly avoided the path of Hector's flying javelin in the
ensuing battle. He was also one of the Danaans to enter the Trojan Horse. In total, Teucer slew thirty Trojans during
the war[4]; of those Homer mentions Aretaon, Orsilochus, Ormenus, Ophelestes, Daetor, Chromius, Lycophontes,
Amopaon, Melanippus, Prothoon and Periphetes[5], as well as the aforementioned Archeptolemus. He also wounded
Glaucus, son of Hippolochus[6].

After Ajax's suicide, Teucer guarded the body to make sure it was buried, insulting Menelaus and Agamemnon when
they tried to stop the burial. Finally Odysseus persuaded Agamemnon to let the burial happen.[7] Because of his
half-brother's suicide, Teucer stood trial before his father, where he was found guilty of negligence for not bringing
his dead half-brother's body or his arms back with him. He was disowned by his father, wasn't allowed back on
Salamis Island, and set out to find a new home. His departing words were immortalised in the seventh ode of the
Roman poet Horace, in which he exhorts his companions to "nil desperandum", "despair in no way", and announces
"cras ingens iterabimus aequor", "tomorrow we shall set out upon the vast ocean". This speech has been given a
wider applicability in relation to the theme of voyages of discovery, also found in the Ulysses of Dante and
Tennyson.
Teucer eventually joined King Belus II in his campaign against Cyprus, and when the island was seized, Belus
handed it over to him in reward for his assistance. Teucer founded the city of Salamis on Cyprus, which he named
after his home state[8]. He further married Eune, daughter of Cyprus or Cinyras, and had by her a daughter Asteria[9].
The name Teucer is believed to be related to the name of the West Hittite God Tarku (East Hittite Teshub) -- the
Indo-European Storm God -- a role which explains his relationship to Belus, who is the Semitic storm god Baal. [10]

Local legends of the city of Pontevedra (Galicia) relate the foundation of this city to Teucer (Teucro), although this 
seems to be based more on the suspicions that Greek traders might have arrived to that area in ancient times[11] -

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Salamis_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scamander
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Idaea
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=King_Teucer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Hamo_Thornycroft
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Hamo_Thornycroft
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AWLA_lacma_Teucer.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Salamis_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hesione
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Laomedon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Troy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ajax_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Salamis%2C_Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Priam
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paris_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Archery
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Achaeans_%28Homer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Argives
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iphitos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Danaans
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trojan_Horse
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Glaucus_%28soldier%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hippolochus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Horace
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ulysses_%28poem%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dante
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alfred_Tennyson%2C_1st_Baron_Tennyson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Belus_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Salamis%2C_Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cinyras
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pontevedra
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Galicia_%28Spain%29


Teucer 334

hence introducing a number of Greek stories - and not historical facts. The city is sometimes poetically called "The
City of Teucer" and its inhabitants teucrinos. A number of sporting clubs in the municipality use names related to
Teucer.
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Creatures Families

Dragons in Greek mythology
Dragons play a role in Greek mythology.

Ladon
Ladon was the serpent-like dragon that twined round the tree in the Garden of the Hesperides and guarded the golden
apples. Ladon was also said to have as many as one hundred heads. He was overcome and possibly slain by
Heracles. After a few years, the Argonauts passed by the same spot, on their chthonic return journey from Colchis at
the opposite end of the world, and heard the lament of "shining" Aigle, one of the Hesperides, and viewed the
still-twitching Ladon (Argonautica, book iv). The creature is associated with the constellation Draco. Ladon was
given several parentages, each of which placed him at an archaic level in Greek myth: the offspring of "Ceto, joined
in love with Phorcys" (Hesiod, Theogony 333) or of Typhon, who was himself serpent-like from the waist down, and
Echidna (Bibliotheke 2.113; Hyginus, Preface to Fabulae) or of Gaia herself, or in her Olympian manifestation,
Hera: "The Dragon which guarded the golden apples was the brother of the Nemean lion" asserted Ptolemy
Hephaestion (recorded in his New History V, lost but epitomized in Photius, Myriobiblion 190).

Lernaean Hydra
The Lernaean Hydra was a dragon-like water serpent with fatally venomous breath, blood and fangs, a daughter of
Typhon and Echidna. The creature was said to have anywhere between five and 100 heads, although most sources
put the number somewhere between seven and nine. For each head cut off, one or two more grew back in its place. It
had an immortal head which would remain alive after it was cut off. Some accounts claim that the immortal head
was made of gold. It lived in a swamp near Lerna and frequently terrorized the townsfolk until it was slain by
Heracles, who cut the heads off, with the help of his nephew Iolaus, who then singed the oozing stump with a
blazing firebrand to prevent any new heads from growing, as the second of his Twelve Labors. Hera sent a giant crab
to distract Heracles, but he simply crushed it under his foot. Hera then placed it in the heavens as the constellation
Cancer. After slaying the serpent, Heracles buried the immortal head under a rock and dipped his arrows in the
creature's blood to make them fatal to his enemies. In one version, the poisoned arrows would eventually prove to be
the undoing of his centaur tutor Chiron, who was placed in the heavens as the constellation Centaurus.

Pytho or Python
In Greek mythology Python was the earth-dragon of Delphi, always represented in the vase-paintings and by
sculptors as a serpent. Various myths represented Python as being either male or female (a drakaina).[1] Python was
the chthonic enemy of Apollo, who slew it and remade its former home his own oracle, the most famous in Greece.
There are various versions of Python's birth and death at the hands of Apollo. In the earliest, the Homeric Hymn to 
Apollo, little detail is given about Apollo's combat with the serpent or its parentage. The version related by Hyginus 
[1] holds that when Zeus lay with the goddess Leto, and she was to deliver Artemis and Apollo, Hera sent Python to 
pursue her throughout the lands, so that she could not be delivered wherever the sun shone. Thus when the infant 
was grown he pursued the python, making his way straight for Mount Parnassus where the serpent dwelled, and 
chased it to the oracle of Gaia at Delphi, and dared to penetrate the sacred precinct and kill it with his arrows beside 
the rock cleft where the priestess sat on her tripod. The priestess of the oracle at Delphi became known as the Pythia,
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after the place-name Pytho, which was named after the rotting (πύθειν) of the serpent's corpse after it was slain.

The Colchian Dragon
(Georgian: კოლხური დრაკონი) This immense serpent, a child of Typhon and Echidna, guarded the Golden Fleece
at Colchis.[2] It was said to never sleep, rest, or lower its vigilance. According to Ovid's Metamorphoses, the monster
had a crest and three tongues.[3] When Jason went to retrieve the Fleece, the witch Medea put the dragon to sleep
with her magic and drugs,[4] or perhaps Orpheus lulled it to sleep with his lyre. Afterwards, Medea herself had
dragons pull her chariot.

The Ismenian Dragon
The Ismenian Dragon, of the spring of Ismene at Thebes, Greece, was slain by the hero Cadmus.[5] It was the
offspring of Ares, who later turned the hero into a serpent.
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Gorgon

A Gorgon head on the outside of each of the
Vix-krater's three handles. From the grave of the

Celtic Lady of Vix, 510 BC

In Greek mythology, the Gorgon (plural: Gorgons) (Greek: Γοργών
or Γοργώ Gorgon/Gorgo) was a terrifying female creature. The name
derives from the Greek word gorgós, which means "dreadful." While
descriptions of Gorgons vary across Greek literature, the term
commonly refers to any of three sisters who had hair of living,
venomous snakes, and a horrifying visage that turned those who beheld
it to stone. Traditionally, while two of the Gorgons were immortal,
Stheno and Euryale, their sister Medusa was not, and was slain by the
mythical demigod and hero Perseus.

Gorgons were a popular image of Greek mythology, appearing in the
earliest of written records of Ancient Greek religious beliefs such as
those of Homer. Because of their legendary gaze, images of the
Gorgons were put upon objects and buildings for protection. For
example, an image of a Gorgon holds the primary location at the
pediment of the temple at Corfu. It is the oldest stone pediment in
Greece and is dated to c. 600 BC.

Origins

Minoan gold ring of Mochlos, 1600-1500 BC. A
sea-goddess with a monstrous head in a boat. Heraklion

Archaeological Museum

The concept of the Gorgon is at least as old in mythology as
Perseus and Zeus. The name is Greek, being derived from
"gorgos" and translating as terrible or dreadful.

Author Marija Gimbutas (Language of the Goddess) believed
she saw the prototype of the Gorgoneion in Neolithic art
motifs, especially in anthropomorphic vases and terracotta
masks inlaid with gold.

A female figure, probably a sea-goddess is depicted on a
Minoan gold ring from the island Mochlos in Crete. The
goddess has a monstrous head, and she is sitting in a boat. A
holy tree is depicted, probably related with the Minoan cult of
the tree.[1]

The large eyes, as well as Athena's "flashing" eyes, are symbols termed "the divine eyes" by Gimbutas (who did not
originate the perception), appearing also in Athena's bird, the owl. They can be represented by spirals, wheels,
concentric circles, swastikas, firewheels, and other images.

The fangs of the Gorgons are wild boar tusks, while some representations lack fangs and show a forced smile
displaying large teeth and sometimes a protruding tongue .[2] In some cruder representations , blood flowing under
the head of the Gorgon has been mistaken for a beard or wings.

Some reptilian attributes such as a belt made of snakes and snakes emanating from the head or entwined in the hair 
as in the temple of Artemis in Corfu, are symbols likely derived from the guardians closely associated with early
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Greek religious concepts at the centers of oracles. It's skin was said to be made of impenetrable scales [3]

Other possible origins have been suggested from similarities of the Babylonian creature Humbaba in the Gilgamesh
epic.

Classical tradition

An archaic Gorgon (around 580 BC), as depicted on a
pediment from the temple of Artemis in Corfu, on
display at the Archaeological Museum of Corfu

First century BC mosaic of Alexander the Great
bearing on his armor an image of the Gorgon as an

aegis - Naples National Archaeological Museum

Gorgons are often depicted as having wings , brazen claws, the
tusks of boars and scaly skin . The oldest oracles were said to be
protected by serpents and a Gorgon image was often associated
with those temples. Lionesses or sphinxes are frequently
associated with the Gorgon as well. The powerful image of the
Gorgon was adopted for the classical images and myths of Zeus
and Athena, perhaps being worn in continuation of a more ancient
imagery. The Gorgons were said to be the daughters of the sea god
Phorcys and his sister-wife, Ceto the sea monster. Homer, the
author of the oldest known work of European literature, speaks
only of one Gorgon, whose head is represented in the Iliad as fixed
in the centre of the aegis of Zeus:

"About her shoulders she flung the tasselled aegis, fraught
with terror...and therein is the head of the dread monster,
the Gorgon, dread and awful, a portent of Zeus that beareth
the aegis."(5.735ff)

Its earthly counterpart is a device on the shield of Agamemnon:
"...and therein was set as a crown the Gorgon, grim of
aspect, glaring terribly, and about her were Terror and
Rout."(11.35ff)
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Athena wears the ancient form of the Gorgon head on
her aegis, as the huge serpent who guards the golden
fleece regurgitates Jason; cup by Douris, Classical
Greece, early fifth century BC – Vatican Museum

Gorgon Medusa 200 AD (Romano-Germanic
Museum in Cologne)

The date of Homer was controversial in antiquity, and is no less so
today. Herodotus said that Homer lived 400 years before his own day,
which would place Homer about 850 BC;[4] but other ancient sources
gave dates much closer to the Trojan War.[5] Those who believe that
the stories of the Trojan War derive from a specific historical conflict
usually date it to the twelfth or eleventh centuries BC, often preferring
the dates given by Eratosthenes, 1194–1184 BC, which roughly
corresponds with archaeological evidence of a catastrophic burning of
Troy VIIa. For modern scholarship, 'the date of Homer' refers to the
date of the poems as much as to the lifetime of an individual.

The scholarly consensus is that "the Iliad and the Odyssey date from
the extreme end of the ninth century BC or from the eighth, the Iliad
being anterior to the Odyssey, perhaps by some decades."[6] They are
presumed to have existed as an oral tradition that eventually became
set in historical records. Even at that early time the Gorgon is displayed as a vestige of ancient powers that preceded
the historical transition to the beliefs of the Classical Greeks, displayed on the chest of Athene and Zeus.

In the Odyssey, the Gorgon is a monster of the underworld to which the earliest deities were cast:
"...and pale fear seized me, lest august Persephone might send forth upon me from out of the house of Hades
the head of the Gorgon, that awful monster..."(11.635)

Around 700 BC, Hesiod (Theogony, Shield of Heracles) increases the number of Gorgons to three—Stheno (the
mighty), Euryale (the far-springer), and Medusa (the queen), and makes them the daughters of the sea-god Phorcys
and of Keto. Their home is on the farthest side of the western ocean; according to later authorities, in Libya. Ancient
Libya is identified as a possible source of the deity, Neith, who was called Athene in Greece.
The Attic tradition, reproduced in Euripides (Ion), regarded the Gorgon as a monster, produced by Gaia to aid her
children, the Titans, against the new Olympian deities and she was slain by Athena, who wore her skin thereafter. Of
the three Gorgons, only Medusa is mortal.
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Winged goddess with a Gorgon's head. Orientalizing plate,
ca. 600 BC, from Kameiros, Rhodes

The Bibliotheca (2.2.6, 2.4.1, 2.4.2) provides a good summary
of the Gorgon myth. Much later stories claim that each of
three Gorgon sisters, Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa, had
snakes for hair, and that they had the power to turn anyone
who looked at them to stone.

According to Ovid (Metamorphoses), a Roman poet writing in
8 AD who was noted for accuracy regarding the Greek myths,
Medusa alone had serpents in her hair, and that this was due to
Athena (Roman Minerva) cursing her. Medusa had copulated
with Poseidon (Roman Neptune) in a temple of Athena after
he was aroused by the golden color of Medusa's hair. Athena
therefore changed the enticing golden locks into serpents.
Diodorus and Palaephatus mention that the Gorgons lived in
the Gorgades, islands in the Aethiopian Sea. The main island
was called Cerna and, according to Henry T. Riley, these
islands may correspond to Cape Verde.[7]

It is mentioned that the Gorgons lived in the entrance of the Underworld in the Aenid.
Pausanias (5.10.4, 8.47.5, many other places), a geographer of the second century A.D., supplies the details of where
and how the Gorgons were represented in Greek art and architecture.

Perseus and Medusa

Perseus killing Medusa, from the temple C
at Selinus. Archaeological Museum of

Palermo

In later myths, Medusa was the only one of the three Gorgons who was not
immortal. King Polydectes sent Perseus to kill Medusa in hopes of getting
him out of the way, while he pursued Perseus's mother, Danae.

Some authors say that Perseus was armed with a scythe from Hermes
(Roman equivalent Mercury) and a mirror (or a shield) from Athena.
Perseus could safely cut off Medusa's head without turning to stone by
looking only at her reflection in the shield. From the blood that spurted
from her neck and jumping into the sea sprang Pegasus and Chrysaor, her
sons by Poseidon. Other sources say that each drop of blood became a
snake. He gave the head, which retained the power of turning into stone all
who looked upon it, to Athena. She then placed it on the mirrored shield
called Aegis and gave it to Zeus. Another source says that Perseus buried
the head in the marketplace of Argos.

According to other accounts, either he or Athena used the head to turn Atlas
into stone, transforming him into the Atlas Mountains that held up both

heaven and earth.[8] He also used it against a competing suitor.

Ultimately, he used it against King Polydectes. When Perseus returned to the court of the king, Polydectes asked if
he had the head of Medusa. Perseus replied "here it is" and held it aloft, turning the whole court to stone.
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Protective and healing powers

Archaic (Etruscan) fanged goggle-eyed
Gorgon flanked by standing winged

lionesses or sphinxes on a hydria from
Vulci, 540–530 BC

In Ancient Greece a Gorgoneion (or stone head, engraving, or drawing of a
Gorgon face, often with snakes protruding wildly and the tongue sticking
out between her fangs) frequently was used as an apotropaic symbol [9] and
placed on doors, walls, floors, coins, shields, breastplates, and tombstones
in the hopes of warding off evil. In this regard Gorgoneia are similar to the
sometimes grotesque faces on Chinese soldiers’ shields, also used generally
as an amulet, a protection against the evil eye. Likewise, in Hindu
mythology, Kali is often shown with a protruding tongue and snakes around
her head.

Disk-fibula with a gorgoneion. Bronze with
repoussé decoration, second half of the 6th

century BC. Louvre

In Greek mythology, blood taken from the right side of a Gorgon could
bring the dead back to life, yet blood taken from the left side was an
instantly fatal poison. Athena gave a vial of the healing blood to Asclepius,
which ultimately brought about his demise. Heracles is said to have
obtained a lock of Medusa’s hair (which possessed the same powers as the
head) from Athena and to have given it to Sterope, the daughter of
Cepheus, as a protection for the town of Tegea against attack. According to
the later idea of Medusa as a beautiful maiden, whose hair had been
changed into snakes by Athena, the head was represented in works of art
with a wonderfully handsome face, wrapped in the calm repose of death.

Cultural depictions of Gorgons

Gorgons, especially Medusa, have been a common image and symbol in
Western culture since their origins in Greek mythology, appearing in art,
literature and elsewhere throughout history.
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Anemoi
In ancient Greek religion and myth, the Anemoi (in Greek, Ἄνεμοι — "winds") were Greek wind gods who were
each ascribed a cardinal direction from which their respective winds came (see Classical compass winds), and were
each associated with various seasons and weather conditions. They were sometimes represented as mere gusts of
wind, at other times were personified as winged men, and at still other times were depicted as horses kept in the
stables of the storm god Aeolus, who provided Odysseus with the Anemoi in the Odyssey. The Spartans were
reported to sacrifice a horse to the winds on Mount Taygetus.[1] Astraeus, the astrological deity sometimes associated
with Aeolus, and Eos, the goddess of the dawn, were the parents of the Anemoi, according to the Greek poet Hesiod.
Of the four chief Anemoi, Boreas (Aquilon in Latin) was the north wind and bringer of cold winter air, Notus was
the south wind and bringer of the storms of late summer and autumn, and Zephyrus was the west wind and bringer
of light spring and early summer breezes; Eurus, the east wind, was not associated with any of the three Greek
seasons, and is the only one of these four Anemoi not mentioned in Hesiod's Theogony or in the Orphic Hymns.
Additionally, four lesser Anemoi were sometimes referenced, representing the northeast, southeast, northwest, and
southwest winds.
The deities equivalent to the Anemoi in Roman mythology were the Venti (Latin, "winds"). These gods had different
names, but were otherwise very similar to their Greek counterparts, borrowing their attributes and being frequently
conflated with them.
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Boreas

Rape of Oreithyia by Boreas. Detail from an Apulian red-figure
oinochoe, 360 BC

Boreas (Greek: Βορέας, Boréas) was the Greek god of
the cold north wind and the bringer of winter. His name
meant "North Wind" or "Devouring One". Boreas is
depicted as being very strong, with a violent temper to
match. He was frequently shown as a winged old man
with shaggy hair and beard, holding a conch shell and
wearing a billowing cloak.boreas Pausanias wrote that
Boreas had snakes instead of feet, though in art he was
usually depicted with winged human feet.

Boreas was closely associated with horses. He was said
to have fathered twelve colts after taking the form of a
stallion, to the mares of Erichthonius, king of Troy.
These were said to be able to run across a field of grain
without trampling the plants. Pliny (Natural History
iv.35 and viii.67) thought that mares might stand with
their hindquarters to the North Wind, and bear foals
without a stallion. The Greeks believed that his home
was in Thrace, and Herodotus and Pliny both describe a

northern land known as Hyperborea ("Beyond the North Wind"), where people lived in complete happiness and had
extraordinarily long lifespans.

Boreas was also said to have kidnapped Oreithyia, an Athenian princess, from the river Ilissus. Boreas had taken a
fancy to Oreithyia, and had initially pleaded for her favours, hoping to persuade her. When this failed, he reverted to
his usual temper and abducted her as she danced on the banks of the Ilissus. Boreas wrapped Oreithyia up in a cloud,
raped her, and with her, Boreas fathered two sons—the Boreads, Zethes and Calais—and two daughters— Khione,
goddess of snow, and Cleopatra.

Greco-Buddhist fragment of the wind god
Boreas, Hadda, Afghanistan

From then on, the Athenians saw Boreas as a relative by marriage.
When Athens was threatened by Xerxes, the people prayed to Boreas,
who was said to have then caused winds to sink 400 Persian ships. A
similar event had occurred twelve years earlier, and Herodotus writes:

Now I cannot say if this was really why the Persians were caught
at anchor by the stormwind, but the Athenians are quite positive
that, just as Boreas helped them before, so Boreas was
responsible for what happened on this occasion also. And when
they went home they built the god a shrine by the River Illisus.

The abduction of Oreithyia was popular in Athens before and after the
Persian War, and was frequently depicted on vase paintings. In these
paintings, Boreas was portrayed as a bearded man in a tunic, with
shaggy hair that is sometimes frosted and spiked. The abduction was
also dramatized in Aeschylus's lost play Oreithyia.

In late accounts, Boreas was the father of Lycurgus (by another
woman) and the lover of the nymph Pitys.
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Tower of the Winds in ancient Athens, part of the
frieze depicting the Greek wind gods Boreas

(north wind, on the left) and Skiron
(northwesterly wind, on the right)

Aquilo

The Roman equivalent of Boreas was Aquilo, or Aquilon. An
alternate, rarer name used for the northern wind was Septentrio, a
word derived from septem triones ("seven oxen") referring to the seven
prominent stars in the northern constellation Ursa Major. Septentrio is
also the source of the obscure word septentrional, a synonym for
boreal meaning "northern".

Notus

Notus, a Rococo sculpture, Palace of
the Four Winds in Warsaw.

Notus (Greek Νότος, Nótos) was the Greek god of the south wind. He was
associated with the desiccating hot wind of the rise of Sirius after midsummer,
was thought to bring the storms of late summer and autumn, and was feared as a
destroyer of crops.

Auster

Notus' equivalent in Roman mythology was Auster, the embodiment of the
sirocco wind, who brought heavy cloud cover and fog or humidity. The Auster
winds are mentioned in Vergil's Aeneid Book II, lines 304-307: "in segetem
veluti cum flamma furentibus Austris incidit, aut rapidus montano flumine
torrens sternit agros, sternit sata laeta boumque labores, praecipitesque trahit
silvas"

Eurus

Eurus (Greek: Εύρος, Eúros) was the Greek deity representing the unlucky east
wind. He was thought to bring warmth and rain, and his symbol was an inverted vase, spilling water. His Roman
counterpart was Vulturnus (not to be confused with Volturnus, a tribal river-god who later became a Roman deity of
the River Tiber).
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Zephyrus

Zephyrus, the Greek god of the west wind and the
goddess Chloris, from an 1875 engraving by

William-Adolphe Bouguereau

Zephyrus and Hyacinth; Attic red-figure cup from
Tarquinia, ca 480 BC, Boston Museum of Fine

Arts

Zephyrus, or just Zephyr (Greek: Ζέφυρος, Zéphuros, "the west
wind"), in Latin Favonius, is the Greek god of the west wind. The
gentlest of the winds, Zephyrus is known as the fructifying wind, the
messenger of spring. It was thought that Zephyrus lived in a cave in
Thrace.

Zephyrus was reported as having several wives in different stories. He
was said to be the husband of his sister Iris, the goddess of the
rainbow. He abducted another of his sisters, the goddess Chloris, and
gave her the domain of flowers. With Chloris, he fathered Carpus
("fruit"). He is said to have vied for Chloris's love with his brother
Boreas, eventually winning her devotion. Additionally, with yet
another sister and lover, the harpy Podarge (also known as Celaeno),
Zephyrus was said to be the father of Balius and Xanthus, Achilles'
horses.

One of the surviving myths in which Zephyrus features most
prominently is that of Hyacinth. Hyacinth was a very handsome and
athletic Spartan prince. Zephyrus fell in love with him and courted
him, and so did Apollo. The two competed for the boy's love, but he
chose Apollo, driving Zephyrus mad with jealousy. Later, catching
Apollo and Hyacinth throwing a discus, Zephyrus blew a gust of wind
at them, striking the boy in the head with the falling discus. When
Hyacinth died, Apollo created the hyacinth flower from his
blood.hyacinth

In the story of Cupid and Psyche, Zephyrus served Eros (or Cupid) by
transporting Psyche to his cave.

Favonius

Zephyrus' Roman equivalent was Favonius, who held dominion over
plants and flowers. The name Favonius, which meant "favorable", was
also a common Roman name.

Minor winds

Four lesser wind deities appear in a few ancient sources, such as at the Tower of the Winds in Athens. Originally, as
attested in Hesiod and Homer, these four minor Anemoi were the Anemoi Thuellai (Άνεμοι θύελλαι; Greek:
"Tempest-Winds"), wicked and violent daemons (spirits) created by the monster Typhon, and male counterparts to
the harpies, who were also called thuellai. These were the winds held in Aeolus's stables; the other four, "heavenly"
Anemoi were not kept locked up. However, later writers confused and conflated the two groups of Anemoi, and the
distinction was largely forgotten.

Kaikias was the Greek deity of the northeast wind. He is shown as a bearded man with a shield full of hail-stones,
and his name is cognate to the Latin word caecus "blind", that is, he was seen as a "dark" wind. The Roman spelling
of Kaikias was Caecius.
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Apeliotes, sometimes known to the Romans as Apeliotus, was the Greek deity of the southeast wind. As this wind
was thought to cause a refreshing rain particularly beneficial to farmers, he is often depicted wearing gumboots and
carrying fruit, draped in a light cloth concealing some flowers or grain. He is cleanshaven, with curly hair and a
friendly expression. Because Apeliotes was a minor god, he was often synthesized with Eurus, the east wind.
Subsolanus, Apeliotes' Roman counterpart, was also sometimes considered the east wind, in Vulturnus' place.
Skiron, or Skeiron, was the Greek god of the northwest wind. His name is related to Skirophorion, the last of the
three months of spring in the Attic festival calendar. He is depicted as a bearded man tilting a cauldron, representing
the onset of winter. His Roman counterpart is Caurus, or Corus. Corus was also one of the oldest Roman
wind-deities, and numbered among the di indigetes ("indigenous gods"), a group of abstract and largely minor
numinous entities.
Lips was the Greek deity of the southwest wind, often depicted holding the stern of a ship. His Roman equivalent
was Afer ventus ("African wind"), or Africus, due to Africa being to the southwest of Italy. This name is thought to
be derived from the name of a North African tribe, the Afri.
Other minor wind deities included:
• Argestes "clearing", a wind blowing from about the same direction as Skiron (Caurus), and probably another

name for it
• Aparctias, sometimes called the north wind instead of Boreas (Septentrionarius)
• Circius or Thrascius, the north-north-west wind
• Euronotus, the wind blowing from the direction, as its very name suggests, between Euros and Notos, that is, a

south-south-east wind (Euroauster to the Romans)
• Iapyx, the north-west wind about the same as Caurus
• Libonotus, the south-south-west wind, known as Austro-Africus to the Romans
• Meses, another name for the north-west wind
• Olympias, apparently identified with Skiron/Argestes
• Phoenicias, another name for the south-east wind ("the one blowing from Phoenicia", due to this land lying to the

south-east of Greece)
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Centaur

Centaur

AKA: Kentaur, Κένταυρος, Centaurus

A bronze statue of a centaur,
after the Furietti Centaurs.

Mythology Greek

Grouping Legendary creature

Sub-grouping Hybrid

Region Greece

Habitat Land

Similar creatures Minotaur, satyr, harpy

In Greek mythology, a centaur (from Ancient Greek: Κένταυρος, Kéntauros) or hippocentaur[1][2][3] is a member
of a composite race of creatures, part human and part horse. In early Attic and Boeotian vase-paintings (see below),
they are depicted with the hindquarters of a horse attached to them; in later renderings centaurs are given the torso of
a human joined at the waist to the horse's withers, where the horse's neck would be.
This half-human and half-animal composition has led many writers to treat them as liminal beings, caught between
the two natures, embodied in contrasted myths, both as the embodiment of untamed nature, as in their battle with the
Lapiths, or conversely as teachers, like Chiron.
The centaurs were usually said to have been born of Ixion and Nephele (the cloud made in the image of Hera).
Another version, however, makes them children of a certain Centaurus, who mated with the Magnesian mares. This
Centaurus was either himself the son of Ixion and Nephele (inserting an additional generation) or of Apollo and
Stilbe, daughter of the river god Peneus. In the later version of the story his twin brother was Lapithes, ancestor of
the Lapiths, thus making the two warring peoples cousins.
Centaurs were said to have inhabited the region of Magnesia and Mount Pelion in Thessaly, the Foloi oak forest in
Elis, and the Malean peninsula in southern Laconia.
Centaurs continued to figure in literary forms of Roman mythology. A pair of them draw the chariot of Constantine
the Great and his family in the Great Cameo of Constantine (c314-16), which embodies wholly pagan imagery.[4]
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Centauromachy

Centauromachy, tondo of an Attic red-figure
kylix, ca. 480 BC

The Centaurs are best known for their fight with the Lapiths, caused by
their attempt to carry off Hippodamia and the rest of the Lapith
women, on the day of her marriage to Pirithous, king of the Lapithae,
himself the son of Ixion. The strife among these cousins is a metaphor
for the conflict between the lower appetites and civilized behavior in
humankind. Theseus, a hero and founder of cities, who happened to be
present, threw the balance in favour of the right order of things, and
assisted Pirithous. The Centaurs were driven off or destroyed.[5][6][7]

Another Lapith hero, Caeneus, who was invulnerable to weapons, was
beaten into the earth by Centaurs wielding rocks and the branches of
trees. Centaurs are thought of in many Greek myths as wild as untamed
horses. Like the Titanomachy, the defeat of the Titans by the Olympian
gods, the contests with the Centaurs typify the struggle between
civilization and barbarism.

The Centauromachy is most famously portrayed in the Parthenon metopes by Phidias and in a Renaissance-era
sculpture by Michelangelo.

Earliest representations

Boeotian kantharos, Late Geometric period

The tentative identification of two fragmentary Mycenaean terracotta
figures as centaurs, among the extensive Mycenaean pottery found at
Ugarit, suggests a Bronze Age origin for these creatures of myth.[8] A
painted terracotta centaur was found in the "Hero's tomb" at Lefkandi,
and by the Geometric period, centaurs figure among the first
representational figures painted on Greek pottery. An often-published
Geometric period bronze of a warrior face-to-face with a centaur is at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art.[9]

Theories of origin

The most common theory holds that the idea of centaurs came from the first reaction of a non-riding culture, as in
the Minoan Aegean world, to nomads who were mounted on horses. The theory suggests that such riders would
appear as half-man, half-animal (Bernal Díaz del Castillo reported that the Aztecs had this misapprehension about
Spanish cavalrymen).[10] Horse taming and horseback culture arose first in the southern steppe grasslands of Central
Asia, perhaps approximately in modern Kazakhstan.

The Lapith tribe of Thessaly, who were the kinsmen of the Centaurs in myth, were described as the inventors of
horse-back riding by Greek writers. The Thessalian tribes also claimed their horse breeds were descended from the
centaurs.
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Centaur carrying off a nymph (1892) by Laurent
Marqueste (Tuileries Garden, Paris)

Of the various Classical Greek authors who mentioned centaurs, Pindar
was the first who describes undoubtedly a combined monster.[11]

Previous authors (Homer) only use words such as pheres (cf. theres,
"beasts")[12] that could also mean ordinary savage men riding ordinary
horses. However, contemporaneous representations of hybrid centaurs
can be found in archaic Greek art.

Lucretius in his first century BC philosophical poem On the Nature of
Things denied the existence of centaurs based on their differing rate of
growth. He states that at three years old horses are in the prime of their
life while at three humans are still little more than babies, making
hybrid animals impossible.[13]

Robert Graves (relying on the work of Georges Dumezil[14] argued for
tracing the centaurs back to the Indian gandharva), speculated that the
centaurs were a dimly remembered, pre-Hellenic fraternal earth cult
who had the horse as a totem.[15] A similar theory was incorporated
into Mary Renault's The Bull from the Sea. Kinnaras, another half-man
half-horse mythical creature from the Indian mythology, appeared in
various ancient texts, arts as well as sculptures from all around India. It
is shown as a horse with the torso of a man in place of where the
horse's head has to be, that is similar to a Greek centaur.[16][17]

The Greek word kentauros is generally regarded as of obscure origin.[18] The etymology from ken – tauros,
"piercing bull-stickers" was a Euhemerist suggestion in Palaephatus' rationalizing text on Greek mythology, On
Incredible Tales (Περὶ ἀπίστων): mounted archers from a village called Nephele eliminating a herd of bulls that
were the scourge of Ixion's kingdom.[19] Another possible related etymology can be "bull-slayer".[20] Some say that
the Greeks took the constellation of Centaurus, and also its name "piercing bull", from Mesopotamia, where it
symbolized the god Baal who represents rain and fertility, fighting with and piercing with his horns the demon Mot
who represents the summer drought. In Greece, the constellation of Centaurus was noted by Eudoxus of Cnidus in
the fourth century BC and by Aratus in the third century.

Female centaurs

Female centaurs flanking Venus (Mosaic from
Roman Tunisia, 2nd century AD)

Though female centaurs, called Kentaurides, are not mentioned in early
Greek literature and art, they do appear occasionally in later antiquity.
A Macedonian mosaic of the 4th century BC[21] is one of the earliest
examples of the Centauress in art. Ovid[22] also mentions a centauress
named Hylonome who committed suicide when her husband Cyllarus
was killed in the war with the Lapiths.

In a description of a painting in Neapolis, the Greek rhetorician
Philostratus the Elder describes them as sisters and wives of the male
centaurs who live on Mount Pelion with their children.

"How beautiful the Centaurides are, even where they are
horses; for some grow out of white mares, others are
attached to chestnut mares, and the coats of others are dappled, but they glisten like those of horses that
are well cared for. There is also a white female Centaur that grows out of a black mare, and the very
opposition of the colours helps to produce the united beauty of the whole."[23]
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The idea, or possibility, of female centaurs was certainly known in early modern times, as evidenced by
Shakespeare's King Lear, Act IV, Scene vi, ln.124–125: "Down from the waist they're centaurs, / Though women all
above"
In the Disney animated film Fantasia, during the Pastoral Symphony, some of the main characters are female
centaurs. However, the Disney studio called them "Centaurettes" instead of Kentaurides.

Persistence in the medieval world

Centaurs harvest grapes on a 12th-century capital
from the Mozac Abbey in the Auvergne

Centaurs preserved a Dionysian connection in the 12th century
Romanesque carved capitals of Mozac Abbey in the Auvergne, where
other capitals depict harvesters, boys riding goats (a further Dionysiac
theme) and griffins guarding the chalice that held the wine.

Centaurs are shown on a number of Pictish carved stones from
north-east Scotland, erected in the 8th–9th centuries AD (e.g., at
Meigle, Perthshire). Though outside the limits of the Roman Empire,
these depictions appear to be derived from Classical prototypes.

Jerome's version of the Life of St Anthony the Great, the hermit monk
of Egypt, written by Athanasius of Alexandria, was widely
disseminated in the Middle Ages; it relates Anthony's encounter with a
centaur, who challenged the saint but was forced to admit that the old gods had been overthrown. The episode was
often depicted; notably, in the The Meeting of St Anthony Abbot and St Paul the Hermit by Stefano di Giovanni
called "Sassetta",[24] of two episodic depictions in a single panel of the hermit Anthony's travel to greet the hermit
Paul, one is his encounter along the pathway with the demonic figure of a centaur in a wood.

A centaur-like half-human half-equine creature called Polkan appeared in Russian folk art, and lubok prints of the
17th–19th centuries. Polkan is originally based on Pulicane, a half-dog from Andrea da Barberino's poem I Reali di
Francia, which was once popular in the Slavonic world in prosaic translations.

Modern day

Centaur skeleton of human and equine bone, on
display at the International Wildlife Museum in

Tucson, part of an art installation by sculptor Bill
Willers. Built by Skulls Unlimited International,

Inc.

The John C. Hodges library at The University of Tennessee hosts a
permanent exhibit of a "Centaur from Volos", in its library. The
exhibit, made by sculptor Bill Willers, by combining a study human
skeleton with the skeleton of a Shetland pony is entitled "Do you
believe in Centaurs?" and was meant to mislead students in order to
make them more critically aware, according to the exhibitors.[25]

Another exhibit by Willers is now on long term display at the
International Wildlife Museum in Tucson, Arizona. The full-mount
skeleton of a Centaur, built by Skulls Unlimited International, is on
display, along with several other fabled creatures, including the
Cyclops, Unicorn and Griffin.
A centaur is one of the symbols associated with both the Iota Phi Theta
and the Delta Lambda Phi fraternities. Whereas centaurs in Greek
mythology were generally symbolic of chaos and unbridled passions,
Delta Lambda Phi's centaur is modeled after Chiron and represents
honor, moderation and tempered masculinity.
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Similarly, C.S. Lewis' centaurs from his popular The Chronicles of Narnia series are depicted as wisest and noblest
of creatures. They are gifted at stargazing, prophecy, healing, and warfare, a fierce and valiant race always faithful to
the High King Aslan the Lion. Lewis generally used the species to inspire awe in his readers (see Narnian Centaurs).
In J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series, centaurs live in the Forbidden Forest close to Hogwarts. Although different
from those seen in Narnia, they live in societies called herds and are skilled at archery, healing and astrology.
Although film depictions include very animalistic facial features, the reaction of the Hogwarts girls to Firenze
suggests a more classical appearance. With the exception of Chiron, the centaurs in Rick Riordan's Percy Jackson &
the Olympians series are different from both the Narnian and Potter centaurs. They are seen as party-goers who use a
lot of American slang. Chiron is more like the classical centaurs, being trainer of the heroes and skilled in archery. In
Riordan's subsequent series, Heroes of Olympus, cenaturs are depicted with more animalistic features (horns) and
appear as villains, serving the Gigantes.
Philip Jose Farmer's World of Tiers series (1965) includes centaurs, called Half-Horses or Hoi Kentauroi. His
creations address several of the metabolic problems of such creatures—how could the human mouth and nose intake
sufficient air to sustain both itself and the horse body and, similarly, how could the human ingest sufficient food to
sustain both parts.
Brandon Mull's Fablehaven series features Centaurs that live in an area called Grunhold. The Centaurs are portrayed
as a proud, elitist group of beings that consider themselves superior to all other creatures. The fourth book also has a
variation on the species called an Alcetaur, which is part man, part moose.
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Cyclops

Polyphemus, by Johann Heinrich Wilhelm
Tischbein, 1802 (Landesmuseum Oldenburg)

A cyclops (   /ˈsaɪklɒps/; Greek: Κύκλωψ, Kuklōps; plural cyclopes
/saɪˈkloʊpiːz/; Greek: Κύκλωπες, Kuklōpes), in Greek mythology and
later Roman mythology, was a member of a primordial race of giants,
each with a single eye in the middle of his forehead.[1] The name is
widely thought to mean "circle-eyed".[2]

Hesiod described one group of cyclopes and the epic poet Homer
described another, though other accounts have also been written by the
playwright Euripides, poet Theocritus and Roman epic poet Virgil. In
Hesiod's Theogony, Zeus releases three Cyclopes, the sons of Uranus
and Gaia, from the dark pit of Tartarus. They provide Zeus'
thunderbolt, Hades' helmet of invisibility, and Poseidon's trident, and
the gods use these weapons to defeat the Titans. In a famous episode of
Homer's Odyssey, the hero Odysseus encounters the Cyclops
Polyphemus, the son of Poseidon and Thoosa (a nereid), who lives
with his fellow Cyclopes in a distant country. The connection between
the two groups has been debated in antiquity and by modern
scholars.[3] It is upon Homer's account that Euripides and Virgil based their accounts of the mythical creatures.

Mythology and literature

The Cyclops, gouache and oil by Odilon Redon,
undated (Kröller-Müller Museum)[4]

Various ancient Greek and Roman authors wrote about the cyclopes.
Hesiod described them as three brothers who were primordial giants.
All the other sources of literature about the cyclopes describe the
cyclops Polyphemus, who lived upon an island populated by the
creatures.

Hesiod

In the Theogony by Hesiod, the Cyclopes – Brontes ("thunderer"),
Steropes ("lightning") and the "bright" Arges (Greek: Ἄργης,
Βρόντης, and Στερόπης) – were the primordial sons of Uranus (Sky)
and Gaia (Earth) and brothers of the Hecatonchires. As such, they were
blood-related to the Titan and Olympian gods and goddesses.[5] They
were giants with a single eye in the middle of their forehead and a foul
disposition. According to Hesiod, they were strong, stubborn, and
"abrupt of emotion". Collectively they eventually became synonyms
for brute strength and power, and their name was invoked in
connection with massive masonry. They were often pictured at their

forge.

Uranus, fearing their strength, locked them in Tartarus. Cronus, another son of Uranus and Gaia, later freed the
Cyclopes, along with the Hecatonchires, after he had overthrown Uranus. Cronus then placed them back in Tartarus,
where they remained, guarded by the female dragon Campe, until freed by Zeus. They fashioned thunderbolts for

Zeus to use as weapons, and helped him overthrow Cronus and the other Titans. The lightning bolts, which became 
Zeus's main weapons, were forged by all three Cyclopes, in that Arges added brightness, Brontes added thunder, and
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Steropes added lightning.
These Cyclopes also created Poseidon's trident, Artemis's bow and arrows of moonlight, Apollo's bow and arrows of
sun rays, and Hades's helmet of darkness that was given to Perseus on his quest to kill Medusa.

Callimachus

Statue of a Cyclops at the Natural History
Museum in London

According to a hymn of Callimachus,[6] they were Hephaestus' helpers
at the forge. The Cyclopes were said to have built the "cyclopean"
fortifications at Tiryns and Mycenae in the Peloponnese. The noises
proceeding from the heart of volcanoes were attributed to their
operations.

Euripides

According to Alcestis by Euripides, Apollo killed the Cyclopes, in
retaliation for Asclepius's murder at the hands of Zeus. Apollo was
then forced into the servitude of Admetus for one year. Zeus later
returned Asclepius and the Cyclopes from Hades.

Theocritus

The Sicilian Greek poet Theocritus wrote two poems circa 275 BC
concerning Polyphemus' desire for Galatea, a sea nymph. When
Galatea instead married Acis, a Sicilian mortal, a jealous Polyphemus
killed him with a boulder. Galatea turned Acis' blood into a river of the
same name in Sicily.

Virgil
Virgil, the Roman epic poet, wrote, in book three of The Aeneid, of how Aeneas and his crew landed on the island of
the cyclops after escaping from Troy at the end of the Trojan War. Aeneas and his crew land on the island, when
they are approached by a desperate Greek man from Ithaca, Achaemenides, who was stranded on the island a few
years previously with Odysseus' expedition (as depicted in The Odyssey).
Virgil's account acts as a sequel to Homer's, with the fate of Polyphemus as a blind cyclops after the escape of
Odysseus and his crew.
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Origins

Skull of a dwarf elephant displayed in the zoo of
Munich, Germany.

Walter Burkert among others suggests that the archaic groups or
societies of lesser gods mirror real cult associations:"It may be
surmised that smith guilds lie behind Cabeiri, Idaian Dactyloi,
Telchines, and Cyclopes."[7] Given their penchant for blacksmithing,
many scholars believe the legend of the Cyclopes' single eye arose
from an actual practice of blacksmiths wearing an eyepatch over one
eye to prevent flying sparks from blinding them in both eyes. The
Cyclopes seen in Homer's Odyssey are of a different type from those in
the Theogony and they have no connection to blacksmithing. It is
possible that independent legends associated with Polyphemus did not
make him a Cyclops before Homer's Odyssey; Polyphemus may have
been some sort of local daemon or monster in original stories.

Another possible origin for the Cyclops legend, advanced by the
paleontologist Othenio Abel in 1914,[8] is the prehistoric dwarf
elephant skulls – about twice the size of a human skull – that may have
been found by the Greeks on Cyprus, Crete, Malta and Sicily. Abel
suggested that the large, central nasal cavity (for the trunk) in the skull

might have been interpreted as a large single eye-socket.[9] Given the inexperience of the locals with living
elephants, they were unlikely to recognize the skull for what it actually was.[10]

Veratrum album, or white hellebore, an herbal medicine described by Hippocrates before 400 BC,[11] contains the
alkaloids cyclopamine and jervine, which are teratogens capable of causing cyclopia and holoprosencephaly.
Students of teratology have raised the possibility of a link between this developmental deformity in infants and the
myth for which it was named.[12] Regardless of the connection between the herb and the birth abnormalities, it is
possible these rare birth defects may have contributed to the myth.

Cyclopean walls

Cyclopean walls at Mycenae.

After the "Dark Age", when Hellenes looked with awe at the vast
dressed blocks, known as Cyclopean structures, which had been used
in Mycenaean masonry (at sites such as Mycenae and Tiryns or on
Cyprus), they concluded that only the Cyclopes had the combination of
skill and strength to build in such a monumental manner.

Notes
[1][1] Female cyclopes are not stated in any classical sources.
[2] As with many Greek mythic names, however, this might be a folk etymology.

Another proposal holds that the word is derived from PIE pḱu-klōps "sheep thief".
See: Paul Thieme, "Etymologische Vexierbilder", Zeitschrift für vergleichende
Sprachforschung 69 (1951): 177-78; Burkert (1982), p. 157; J.P.S. Beekes, Indo-European Etymological Project, s.v. Cyclops. (http:/ / www.
indo-european. nl/ cgi-bin/ response. cgi?root=leiden& morpho=0& basename=\data\ie\greek& first=111) Note that this would mean that the
Cyclopes were regular giants, and the depictions with a singular eye, secondarily motivated by the folk etymology.

[3] Mondi, pp. 17-18: "Why is there such a discrepancy between the nature of the Homeric Cyclopes and the nature of those found in Hesiod's
Theogony? Ancient commentators were so exercised by this problem that they supposed there to be more than one type of Cyclops, and we
must agree that, on the surface at least, these two groups could hardly have less in common."

[4] Dated before 1905, possibly a replica of a pastel, according to Klaus Berger, "The Pastels of Odilon Redon", College Art Journal 16.1 
(Autumn 1956:23-33) p. 30f; dated 1898-1900 by David H. Porter, "Metamorphoses and Metamorphosis: A Brief Response", American
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Journal of Philology 124.3 (Fall 2003:473-76); illus. in Sven Sandström, Le Monde imaginaire d'Odilon Redon: étude iconologique,1955:69.
[5] Hesiod, Theogony 139 ff. (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 01. 0130:card=139). Arges was elsewhere

called Acmonides (Ovid, Fasti iv. 288), or Pyraemon (Virgil, Aeneid viii. 425).
[6] To Artemis, 46f. See also Virgil's Georgics 4.173 and Aeneid 8.416ff.
[7][7] Burkert (1991), p. 173.
[8] Abel's surmise is noted by Adrienne Mayor, The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times (Princeton University Press)

2000.
[9][9] The smaller, actual eye-sockets are on the sides and, being very shallow, were hardly noticeable as such
[10] "Meet the original Cyclops" (http:/ / www. users. globalnet. co. uk/ ~loxias/ cyclops02. htm). Retrieved 18 May 2007.
[11] "1911 Encyclopædia Britannica, citing Codronchius (Comm.... de elleb., 1610), Castellus (De helleb. epistola, 1622), Horace (Sat. ii.

3.80-83, Ep. ad Pis. 300)." (http:/ / www. 1911encyclopedia. org/ Hellebore). .
[12] Armand Marie Leroi, Mutants; On the Form, Varieties and Errors of the Human Body, 2005:68.
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Gigantes

Gigantomachia: Dionysos attacking a Giant, Attic
red-figure pelike, c. 460 BC, Louvre.

In Greek mythology, the Giants were the children of Gaia, who was
fertilized by the blood of Uranus, after Uranus was castrated by his son
Cronus.[1] Some depictions stated that these Giants had snake-like
tails.

Gigantomachy

Poseidon and Giant.

Gaia, incensed by the imprisonment of the Titans in Tartarus by the
Olympians, incited the Giants to rise up in arms against them, end their
reign, and restore the Titans' rule. Led on by Alcyoneus, and
Porphyrion, they tested the strength of the Olympians in what is known
as the Gigantomachia or Gigantomachy. The Giants Otus and
Ephialtes hoped to reach the top of Mount Olympus by stacking the
mountain ranges of Thessaly, Pelion, and Ossa on top of each other.

The Olympians called upon the aid of Heracles after a prophecy
warned them that he was required to defeat the Giants, for the aid of a
mortal was needed.[2] Athena, instructed by Zeus, sought out Heracles
and requested his participation in the battle. Heracles responded to
Athena's request by shooting an arrow dipped in the poisonous blood
of the dreaded Hydra at Alcyoneus, which made the Giant fall to the

earth. However, the Giant was immortal so long as he remained in Pallene. Athena advised Heracles to drag
Alcyoneus outside Pallene to make the Giant susceptible to death. Once outside Pallene, he was beaten to death by
Heracles. Heracles slew not only Alcyoneus, but dealt the death blow to the Giants who had been wounded by the
Olympians. The Giants who died by the hero's hands were Alcyoneus, Ephialtes, Leon, Peloreus, Porphyrion and
Theodamas, giving Heracles the most kills of the Gigantomachy.[3]
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A Giant

The Olympians fought the Giants with the Moirai aiding them before
the aforementioned prophecy was made, meaning the Giants would
have overcome the combined efforts of both Olympus and the Sisters
of Fate had Heracles not fought.

This battle occurred in the time when Heracles lived, so many events
had already happened: the establishment of the Olympian gods, their
progeny, the adventures of Perseus (forefather of Heracles) and so on.
Thus in the Gigantomachy, the Moirai and Heracles, having joined the
Olympians, defeated the Giants and quelled the rebellion, confirming
their reign over the earth, sea, and heaven, and confining the Giants
into Tartarus. The only Giant not slain in the conflict was Aristaios,
who was turned into a dung beetle by Gaia so the Giant might be safe
from the wrath of the Olympians.[4]

In the Gigantomachy from a 1st century AD
frieze in the agora of Aphrodisias, the Giants are

depicted with scaly coils, like Typhon

Whether the Gigantomachy was interpreted in ancient times as a kind
of indirect "revenge of the Titans" upon the Olympians—as the Giants'
reign would have been in some fashion a restoration of the age of the
Titans—is not attested in any of the few literary references. Later
Hellenistic poets and Latin ones tended to blur Titans and Giants.[5]

According to the Greeks, the Giants were buried by the gods beneath
the earth, where their writhing caused volcanic activity and
earthquakes.
In iconic representations the Gigantomachy was a favorite theme of the
Greek vase-painters of the 5th century BC.
More impressive depictions of the Gigantomachy can be found in
classical sculptural relief, such as the great altar of Pergamon, where

the serpent-legged giants are locked in battle with a host of gods, or in Antiquity at the Temple of Olympian Zeus at
Acragas.[6]
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The names of the Giants

Fountain of the Giants in the gardens of
Versailles.

Some of the Giants identified by individual names were:
• Eurymedon: Mentioned by Homer[7] as a king of the Giants.
• Alcyoneus: One of the strongest of the Giants, along with

Porphyrion. Slain by his own grandnephew, Heracles.
• Porphyrion: One of the strongest of the Giants, along with

Alcyoneus. Referred to by Pindar as king of the Giants.[8] Wounded
by his nephew Zeus with lightning bolts and finished off with an
arrow by his grandnephew Heracles.

• Agrios: Clubbed to death by his three nieces/grandnieces, the
Moirai, with clubs of bronze.

• Clytius: Immolated by his niece Hecate with flaming torches.[9]

•• Damysos
• Enceladus: Killed by his grandniece, Athena, and buried underneath

Mount Etna, like Typhon, on Sicily.
• Ephialtes of the Aloadae: Shot by grandnephews Apollo and

Heracles with arrows, or inadvertently killed by Otus.
• Eurytus: Slain by grandnephew Dionysus with his pine-cone tipped

thyrsos.
• Gration: Slain by his grandniece, the goddess Artemis with her arrows.
• Hippolytus: Slain by his grandnephew Hermes with his sword and wearing the cap of invisibility.
• Leon: the lion headed giant slain by Herakles in the giants war
• Mimas: Slain by grandnephew Hephaestus with a volley of molten iron, or slain by Ares and robbed of his

armor.[10]

• Otus of the Aloadae: Shot by grandnephews Apollo and Heracles with arrows, or inadvertently killed by
Ephialtes.

• Pallas: Killed by grandniece Athena.
• Pelorus: Slain by the Olympian Ares.[11]

• Polybotes: Crushed by nephew Poseidon beneath the island of Nisyros.
•• Theodamas
• Thoon: Clubbed to death, like Agrios, by his three nieces/grandnieces, the Moirai, with clubs of bronze.
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Hecatonchires

The Hecatonchire Briareos used as an allegory of
the multiple threat of labour unrest to Capital in a

political cartoon, 1890

The Hecatonchires, or Hekatonkheires (   /ˌhɛkəˈtɒŋkəriːz/;
Ancient Greek: Ἑκατόγχειρες (listen) "Hundred-Handed Ones",
Latinised Centimani), were figures in an archaic stage of Greek
mythology, three giants of incredible strength and ferocity that
surpassed that of all Titans whom they helped overthrow. Their name
derives from the Greek ἑκατόν (hekaton; "hundred") and χείρ (kheir;
"hand"), "each of them having a hundred hands and fifty heads"
(Bibliotheca). Hesiod's Theogony (624, 639, 714, 734–35) reports that
the three Hekatonkheires became the guards of the gates of Tartarus.

In Virgil's Aeneid (10.566–67), in which Aeneas is likened to one of
them, Briareus (known here as Aegaeon), they fought on the side of the
Titans rather than the Olympians; in this Virgil was following the lost
Corinthian epic Titanomachy rather than the more familiar account in
Hesiod.

Other accounts make Briareus or Aegaeon one of the assailants of Olympus, who, after his defeat, was buried under
Mount Aetna (Callimachus, Hymn to Delos, 141).

Mythology

Hesiod
According to Hesiod, the Hekatonkheires were children of Gaia (Earth) and Uranus (sky).[1][2] They were thus part
of the very beginning of things (Kerenyi 1951:19) in the submerged prehistory of Greek myth, though they played no
known part in cult. Their names were Briareus (Βριάρεως) the Vigorous, also called Aigaion (Αἰγαίων), Latinised
as Aegaeon, the "sea goat", Cottus (Κόττος) the Striker or the Furious, and Gyges (Γύγης) or Gyes (Γύης) the
Big-Limbed. If some natural phenomena are symbolised by the Hekatoncheires then they may represent the gigantic
forces of nature that appear in earthquakes and other convulsions or in the motion of sea waves (Mayer, Die
Giganten und Titanen, 1887).
Soon after they were born their father Uranus threw them into the depths of Tartarus because he saw them as hideous 
monsters. In some versions Uranus saw how ugly the Hekatonkheires were at their birth and pushed them back into
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Gaia's womb, upsetting Gaia greatly, causing her great pain and setting into motion the overthrow of Uranus by
Cronus, who later imprisoned them in Tartarus.
The Hekatonkheires remained there, guarded by the dragon Campe, until Zeus rescued them, advised by Gaia that
they would serve as good allies against Cronus and the Titans. During the War of the Titans the Hekatonkheires
threw rocks as big as mountains, one hundred at a time, at the Titans, overwhelming them.

Pausanias
In a Corinthian myth related in the second century CE to Pausanias (Description of Greece ii. 1.6 and 4.7), Briareus
was the arbitrator in a dispute between Poseidon and Helios, between sea and sun: he adjudged the Isthmus of
Corinth to belong to Poseidon and the acropolis of Corinth (Acrocorinth) sacred to Helios.

Others
Scholia on Apollonius of Rhodes (i. 1165) represent Aegaeon as a son of Gaea and Pontus, the Sea, ruling the
fabulous Aegaea in Euboea, an enemy of Poseidon and the inventor of warships. In Ovid's Metamorphoses (ii. 10)
and in Philostratus' Life of Apollonius of Tyana (iv. 6) he is a marine deity. Hesiod reconciles the archaic
Hekatonkheires with the Olympian pantheon by making Briareos the son-in-law of Poseidon who gave him
"Kymopoliea his daughter to wed." (Theogony 817).

Adaptations
Briareus is mentioned in the Divine Comedy poem Inferno as one of the Giants in the Ninth Circle of Hell (Inferno
XXXI.99).
The giant is also mentioned in Cervantes' Don Quixote, in the famous episode of the windmills.
Briareos is mentioned in Book I of John Milton's Paradise Lost alongside Typhon as an analogue to the fallen Satan.
Briareus is mentioned in The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling, by Henry Fielding, in a conversation between Tom
Jones and Mr. Partridge (Book 8, Chapter IX).
In Don Juan (Canto VI), Byron makes a slightly crude joke, musing whether "enviable Briareus ... with thy hands
and heads ... hads't all things multiplied in proportion" (this thought arising from Byron's assertion of his love of all
womankind in the previous canto).
Briareos Hecatonchires is also a character in the Anime and Manga Appleseed, where he plays a human who has
been transformed into a Hecatonchire cyborg body, which also allows him to remotely control 100 systems. This is
one of the many references to Greek mythology in the series, including Cottus (another cyborg) and Gyges (the
brand name of a robot-shaped vehicle).
Briares appears in the Percy Jackson & the Olympians novel The Battle of the Labyrinth. He was imprisoned in a
part of the Labyrinth that corresponds to Alcatraz and again guarded by Kampe. His brothers have died when no one
remembered them causing him to give up hope and refuse the chance to escape his prison. He eventually overcomes
his despair and fights against the Titans again. Briares fought in the First Titan War, and recalls it in The Battle of the
Labyrinth.
A summonable entity (or eidolon) in Final Fantasy XIII is called "Hecatoncheir" and is summonable by Oerba Dia
Vanille. It is the earth element summon, and the last to be obtained.
It is also a monster in Dungeons & Dragons that is commonly used by deities to kill other gods, keeping in line with
the power of the Hekatonkheires and their strength.
In Ace Combat 6, there are three massive airborne weapons systems types named after and based upon the
Hekatonkheires. The Aigaion-class airborne aircraft carrier, the Gyges-class electronic combat craft, and the
Kottos-class anti-air weapon combat craft.
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In Bayonetta, she can summon a demon called "Hecatoncheir" (though only six of the hands ever appear), usually to
play volleyball using enemies as the ball, before crushing them between their fists.
In the Ghost in the Shell episode "Decoy", many-handed robots were referenced by Ishikawa using the name
"Hecatoncheires". However in the original Japanese it is heputonkeiru, meaning "seven hands".
In Dan Simmons' Olympos, the god Hephaestos tells Achilles that the monster Setebos was called "Briareos" by the
Olympian gods and "Aegaeon" by the early humans.
In the video game Lord of Arcana, there is a creature called "Hecatonheir", who looks like a Large and Fat Centaur
with Two gigantic arms wielding a Great sword in its right arm and a Shield in its left arm.
In the video game series Megami Tensei, he is a summonable, fusable demon for the player to use in his or her party.
The Japanese spelling often confuses others since it is Hekatoncheir, but the demon only has twelve arms and one
large "face" with three mouths and six eyes. Prominently listed in the Evil Demon genus (Dark/Law).
Composer Iannis Xenakis has a cello solo-piece entitled Kottos (1977).
In the God of War comic series, Gyges appears as the final enemy who was trying to revive his brothers Briareus and
Cottus using the Ambrosia of Asclepius. He is killed by the protagonist Kratos.

Notes
[1] Hesiod calls them the "Ouranids" (Theogony 502).
[2] A scholia on Apollonius Rhodius 1.1165c notes "Eumelos in the Titanomachy says that Aigaion was the son of Earth and Sea, lived in the

sea, and fought on the side of the Titans"; noted in M.L. West "'Eumelos': A Corinthian Epic Cycle?" The Journal of Hellenic Studies 122
(2002, pp. 109–133) p 111.

References
• Hesiod's Theogony, 147ff.
• Bibliotheca I.1.1 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ cgi-bin/ ptext?lookup=Apollod. + 1. 1. 1)
• Ovid, Fasti iv.593
• Horace Carminae II.17.14, III.4.69
• Karl Kerenyi, Gods of the Greeks, London, Thames and Hudson, 1951.
• Theoi Project - Briareos (http:/ / www. theoi. com/ Titan/ HekatonkheirBriareos. html)

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bayonetta
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ghost_in_the_Shell:_Stand_Alone_Complex
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ilium/Olympos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lord_of_Arcana
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shield
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Megami_Tensei
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iannis_Xenakis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_compositions_by_Iannis_Xenakis%23For_string_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=God_of_War_%28comics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kratos_%28God_of_War%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scholia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Apollonius_Rhodius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eumelus_of_Corinth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Titanomachy_%28epic_poem%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martin_Litchfield_West
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theogony
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Apollod.+1.1.1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ovid
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Horace
http://www.theoi.com/Titan/HekatonkheirBriareos.html


Harpy 363

Harpy

Harpy

Mythology Greek

Grouping Legendary creature

Sub-grouping Hybrid

Similar creatures Siren, sphinx, centaur

In Greek mythology, a harpy (Greek: ἅρπυια, harpyia; Latin: harpeia) was one of the winged spirits best known for
constantly stealing all food from Phineus. The literal meaning of the word seems to be "that which snatches" as it
comes from the ancient Greek word harpazein (ἁρπάζειν), which means "to snatch".
A harpy was the mother of the horses of Achilles sired by the West Wind Zephyros .[1]

Hesiod[2] calls them two "lovely-haired" creatures, and pottery art depicting the harpies featured beautiful women
with wings. Harpies as ugly winged bird-women, e.g. in Aeschylus' The Eumenides (line 50) are a late development,
due to a confusion with the Sirens. Roman and Byzantine writers detailed their ugliness.[3]
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Mythology

A harpy in Ulisse Aldrovandi's Monstrorum
Historia, Bologna, 1642

A medieval depiction of a harpy as a
bird-woman.

The harpies were sisters of Iris, daughters of Thaumas and Electra.[4]

Phineus, a king of Thrace, had the gift of prophecy. Zeus, angry that
Phineas revealed too much, punished him by blinding him and putting
him on an island with a buffet of food which he could never eat. The
harpies always arrived and stole the food out of his hands before he
could satisfy his hunger, and befouled the remains of his food. This
continued until the arrival of Jason and the Argonauts. The Boreads,
sons of Boreas, the North Wind, who also could fly, succeeded in
driving off the harpies, but without killing any of them, following a
request from Iris, who promised that Phineas would not be bothered by
the harpies again, and "the dogs of great Zeus" returned to their "cave
in Minoan Crete". Thankful for their help, Phineas told the Argonauts
how to pass the Symplegades.[5]

In this form they were agents of punishment who abducted people and
tortured them on their way to Tartarus. They were vicious, cruel and
violent. They lived on the islands of the Strophades. They were usually
seen as the personifications of the destructive nature of wind. The
harpies in this tradition, now thought of as three sisters instead of the
original two, were: Aello ("storm swift"), Celaeno ("the dark") — also
known as Podarge ("fleet-foot") — and Ocypete ("the swift wing").

Aeneas encountered harpies on the Strophades as they repeatedly made
off with the feast the Trojans were setting. Celaeno cursed them,
saying the Trojans will be so hungry they will eat their tables before
they reach the end of their journey. The Trojans fled in fear.

Harpies in the infernal wood, from Inferno XIII,
by Gustave Doré, 1861

Harpies remained vivid in the Middle Ages. In his Inferno, XIII, Dante
envisages the tortured wood infested with harpies, where the suicides
have their punishment in the seventh ring of Hell:

Here the repellent harpies make their nests,
Who drove the Trojans from the Strophades
With dire announcements of the coming woe.
They have broad wings, a human neck and face,
Clawed feet and swollen, feathered bellies; they caw
Their lamentations in the eerie trees.[6]

William Blake was inspired by Dante's description in his pencil, ink
and watercolour "The Wood of the Self-Murderers: The Harpies and
the Suicides" (Tate Gallery, London).

Heraldry

In the Middle Ages, the harpy, often called the "virgin eagle", became a popular charge in heraldry, particularly in
East Frisia, seen on, among others, the coats-of-arms of Rietburg, Liechtenstein, and the Cirksena

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ulisse_Aldrovandi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AHarpij.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Medieval
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AHarpyie.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iris_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thaumas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_Oceanids
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phineus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Monarch
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thrace
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Prophecy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Buffet
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Food
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Anemoi%23Boreas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iris_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Symplegades
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tartarus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Strophades
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aello
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Celaeno
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Podarge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ocypete
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aeneas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Troy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Celaeno
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gustave_Dor%C3%A9
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ADVinfernoForestOfSuicides_m.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dante
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Suicide
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Blake
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Wood_of_the_Self-Murderers:_The_Harpies_and_the_Suicides
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Wood_of_the_Self-Murderers:_The_Harpies_and_the_Suicides
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Middle_Ages
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charge_%28heraldry%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Heraldry
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=East_Frisia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coat-of-arms
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rietburg_Castle
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coat_of_arms_of_Liechtenstein
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cirksena


Harpy 365

Harpies in reality
The American Harpy Eagle is a real bird named after the mythological animal.
The term is often used metaphorically to refer to a nasty or annoying woman. In Shakespeare's Much Ado About
Nothing, Benedick spots the sharp-tongued Beatrice approaching and exclaims to the Prince, Don Pedro, that he
would do an assortment of arduous tasks for him "rather than hold three words conference with this harpy!"

Harpies in popular culture
With their composite form and violent nature, harpies are depicted in films, television and other aspects of popular
culture. Harpies are commonly depicted as a race of bird-women, such as in Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials
book series. Occasionally the classic harpies are referenced by name, such as the appearance of Celaeno in Peter S.
Beagle's novel The Last Unicorn. Harpies are also mentioned in the Percy Jackson series.
The character Mai Valentine in the Yu-gi-oh series uses a card deck based around Harpies.
Harpies appear in a number of different video games.
Harpies appear as a minor enemy throughout the God of War video game series which is loosely based on Greek
mythology.
Harpies also appear in Dragon's Dogma. They are pictured white, with glowing red eyes.
Harpies also play a role in The Witcher 2. They are known to steal the dreams of all living beings and can be hunted
by the main character. They appear in numerous but similar forms.
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Satyr

Satyr

Satyr with pipe and a pipe case (Attic red-figure plate, 520–500 BC, from Vulci, Etruria

Mythology Greek mythology

Grouping Legendary creature

Sub-grouping Hybrid

Country Greece

Habitat Woodland and mountains

Similar creatures Minotaur, Centaur, Harpy

In Greek mythology, satyrs (UK /ˈsætər/, US /ˈseɪtər/)[1] are a troop of half-man, half-goat male companions of Pan
and Dionysus — "satyresses" were a late invention of poets — that roamed the woods and mountains.[2] In myths
they are often associated with pipe-playing.
The satyrs' chief was Silenus, a minor deity associated (like Hermes and Priapus) with fertility. These characters can
be found in the only complete remaining satyr play, Cyclops, by Euripides, and the fragments of Sophocles'
Ichneutae (Tracking Satyrs). The satyr play was a short, lighthearted tailpiece performed after each trilogy of
tragedies in Athenian festivals honoring Dionysus. There is not enough evidence to determine whether the satyr play
regularly drew on the same myths as those dramatized in the tragedies that preceded. The groundbreaking tragic
playwright Aeschylus is said to have been especially loved for his satyr plays, but none of them have survived.
Attic painted vases depict mature satyrs as being strongly built with flat noses, large pointed ears, long curly hair,
and full beards, with wreaths of vine or ivy circling their balding heads. Satyrs often carry the thyrsus: the rod of
Dionysus tipped with a pine cone.
Satyrs acquired their goat-like aspect through later Roman conflation with Faunus, a carefree Italic nature spirit of
similar characteristics and identified with the Greek god Pan. Hence satyrs are most commonly described in Latin
literature as having the upper half of a man and the lower half of a goat, with a goat's tail in place of the Greek
tradition of horse-tailed satyrs; therefore, satyrs became nearly identical with fauns. Mature satyrs are often depicted
in Roman art with goat's horns, while juveniles are often shown with bony nubs on their foreheads.
About Satyrs, Praxiteles gives a new interpretation on the subject of free and carefree life. Instead of an elf with 
pointed ears and repulsive goat hooves, we face a child of nature, pure, but tame and fearless and brutal instincts 
necessary to enable it to defend itself against threats, and survives even without the help of modern civilization .
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Above all though, the Satyr with flute has a small companion for him, shows the deep connection with nature, the
soft whistle of the wind, the sound of gurgling water of the crystal spring, the birds singing, or perhaps the singing a
melody of a human soul that feeds higher feelings. As Dionysiac creatures they are lovers of wine and women, and
they are ready for every physical pleasure. They roam to the music of pipes (auloi), cymbals, castanets, and
bagpipes, and they love to dance with the nymphs (with whom they are obsessed, and whom they often pursue), and
have a special form of dance called sikinnis. Because of their love of wine, they are often represented holding wine
cups, and they appear often in the decorations on wine cups.

In Greek mythology and art

Satyr on a mountain goat, drinking with women,
in a Gandhara relief of 2nd-4th century CE

Dancing satyr on a sardonyx intaglio, 1st century
BC or beginning of 1st century

In earlier Greek art, satyrs appear as old and ugly, but in later art,
especially in works of the Attic school, this savage characteristic is
softened into a more youthful and graceful aspect.

This transformation or humanization of the Satyr appears throughout
late Greek art. Another example of this shift occurs in the portrayal of
Medusa and in that of the Amazon, characters who are traditionally
depicted as barbaric and uncivilized. A very humanized Satyr is
depicted in a work of Praxiteles known as the "Resting Satyr".

Older satyrs were known as sileni, the younger as satyrisci. The hare
was the symbol of the shy and timid satyr. Greek spirits known as
Calicantsars have a noticeable resemblance to the ancient satyrs; they
have goats' ears and the feet of donkeys or goats or horses, are covered
with hair, and love women and the dance.

Although they are not mentioned by Homer, in a fragment of Hesiod's
works they are called brothers of the mountain nymphs and Kuretes,
strongly connected with the cult of Dionysus. In the Dionysus cult,
male followers are known as satyrs and female followers as maenads
or bacchants.

In Attica there was a species of drama known as the legends of gods
and heroes, and the chorus was composed of satyrs and sileni. In the
Athenian satyr plays of the 5th century BC, the chorus commented on
the action. This "satyric drama" burlesqued the serious events of the
mythic past with lewd pantomime and subversive mockery. One
complete satyr play from the 5th century survives, the Cyclops of
Euripides.

A papyrus bearing a long fragment of a satyr play by Sophocles, given
the title 'Tracking Satyrs' (Ichneutae), was found at Oxyrhynchus in
Egypt, 1907.
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In Roman mythology and art

Satyr pursuing a nymph, on a Roman mosaic

Roman satyrs were conflated in the popular and poetic imagination
with Latin spirits of woodland and with the rustic Greek god Pan.
Roman satyrs were described as goat-like from the haunches to the
hooves, and were often pictured with larger horns, even ram's horns.
Roman poets often conflated them with the fauns.

Roman satire is a literary form, a poetic essay that was a vehicle for
biting, subversive social and personal criticism. Though Roman satire
is sometimes linked to the Greek satyr plays, satire's only connection to
the satyric drama is through the subversive nature of the satyrs
themselves, as forces in opposition to urbanity, decorum, and
civilization itself.

Other references

Nymphs and Satyr(William-Adolphe
Bouguereau, 1873)

In many versions of the Bible, Isaiah 13:21 and 34:14, the English
word "satyr" is used to represent the Hebrew se'irim, "hairy ones,"
from "sa'ir" or "goat". There is an allusion to the practice of sacrificing
to the se'irim (KJV "devils"; ASV "he-goats") in Leviticus 17:7. They
may correspond to the "shaggy demon of the mountain-pass" (azabb
al-‘akaba) of old Arab legend.[3] It may otherwise refer to literal goats,
and the worship of such. [4]

The savant Sir William Jones often refers to the Indian mythological
Vānaras as satyrs/mountaineers in his translations of Sanskrit works.
This view is generally held to be a mistake by present day researchers.

Satyrs appear in the video game franchise God of War as the nastiest
and most annoying enemies. These characteristics are not true to the
origins of the fabled creature.
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Baby satyr

Female Satyr Carrying Two Putti by Claude
Michel (1738–1814)

Baby satyrs, or child satyrs, are mythological creatures related to the
satyr. They appear in popular folklore, classical artworks, film, and in
various forms of local art.

Some classical works depict young satyrs being tended to by older,
sober satyrs, while there are also some representations of child satyrs
taking part in Bacchanalian / Dionysian rituals (including drinking
alcohol, playing musical instruments, and dancing).

The presence of a baby or child satyr in a classical work, such as on a
Greek vase, was mainly an aesthetic choice on the part of the artist.
However, the role of a child in Greek art might imply a further
meaning for baby satyrs: Eros, the son of Aphrodite, is consistently
represented as a child or baby, and Bacchus, the divine sponsor of
satyrs, is seen in numerous works as a baby, often in the company of
the satyrs. A prominent instance of a baby satyr outside ancient Greece
is Albrecht Dürer's 1505 engraving, "Musical Satyr and Nymph with
Baby (Satyr's Family)". There is also a Victorian period napkin ring
depicting a baby satyr next to a barrel, which further represents the
perception of baby satyrs as partaking in the Bacchanalian festivities.[5]

There are also many works of art of the rococo period depicting child
or baby satyrs in Bacchanalian celebrations. Some works depict female
satyrs with their children; others describe the child satyrs as playing an active role in the events, including one
instance of a painting by Jean Raoux (1677–1735). "Mlle Prévost as a Bacchante" depicts a child satyr playing a
tambourine while Mlle Prévost, a dancer at the Opéra, is dancing as part of the Bacchanal festivities.[6]

Satyrs and orangutan
In the 17th century, the satyr legend came to be associated with stories of the orangutan, a great ape now found only
in Sumatra and Borneo. Many early accounts which apparently refer to this animal describe the males as being
sexually aggressive towards human women and towards females of its own species. The first scientific name given
to this ape was Simia satyrus.[7]

Varieties
• Island Satyrs, which according to Pausanias[8] were a savage race of red-haired, satyr-like creatures from an

isolated island chain.
• Libyan Aegipanes (goat-pans), which according to Pliny the Elder[9] lived in Libya, had human heads and torsos,

and the legs and horns of goats, and were similar to the Greek god Pan.
• Libyan Satyr, which according to Pliny the Elder[9] lived in Libya and resembled humans with long, pointed ears

and horse tails, similar to the Greek nature-spirit satyrs.
Medieval bestiaries also mention several varieties of satyrs, sometimes comparing them to apes or monkeys.[10]
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Notes
[1] Wells, John C. (2009). "satyr". Longman Pronunciation Dictionary. London: Pearson Longman. ISBN 978-1-4058-8118-0.
[2] Branham (1997) p.23 (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=XrNEns3_yd0C& pg=PR23)
[3] "Satyrs," Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed. (1911), vol. 24, p. 234.
[4][4] Palestine Exploration Quarterly, London, 1959, p. 57
[5] Revivals, Reveries, and Reconstructions: Images of Antiquity in Prints from 1500 to 1800, Philamuseum.org (http:/ / www. philamuseum.

org/ exhibitions/ 2000/ 30. html), exhibition at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
[6] UNH.edu (http:/ / www. unh. edu/ music/ Icon/ igtamms. htm)
[7] C. W. Stiles. 1926. The zoological names Simia, S. satyrus, and Pithecus, and their possible suppression. Nature 118, 49-49. (http:/ / www.
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"Le Satyre", Jules Fontanez
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Siren

Siren

Mythology Greek

Grouping Mythological

Sub-grouping Avian hybrid

Habitat Seagirt meadow

Similar creatures Mermaid
Merman
Undine

In Greek mythology, the Sirens (Greek singular: Σειρήν Seirēn; Greek plural: Σειρῆνες Seirēnes) were dangerous
and devious creatures, portrayed as femmes fatales who lured nearby sailors with their enchanting music and voices
to shipwreck on the rocky coast of their island. Roman poets placed them on some small islands called Sirenum
scopuli. In some later, rationalized traditions, the literal geography of the "flowery" island of Anthemoessa, or
Anthemusa,[1] is fixed: sometimes on Cape Pelorum and at others in the islands known as the Sirenuse, near
Paestum, or in Capreae.[2] All such locations were surrounded by cliffs and rocks.
When the Sirens were given a name of their own they were considered the daughters of the river god Achelous,
fathered upon Terpsichore, Melpomene, Sterope, or Chthon (the Earth; in Euripides' Helen 167, Helen in her anguish
calls upon "Winged maidens, daughters of the Earth"). Although they lured mariners, for the Greeks the Sirens in
their "meadow starred with flowers" were not sea deities. Roman writers linked the Sirens more closely to the sea, as
daughters of Phorcys.[3] Sirens are found in many Greek stories, particularly in Homer's The Odyssey.
Their number is variously reported as between two and five. In the Odyssey, Homer says nothing of their origin or
names, but gives the number of the Sirens as two.[4] Later writers mention both their names and number: some state
that there were three, Peisinoe, Aglaope, and Thelxiepeia (Tzetzes, ad Lycophron 7l2) or Parthenope, Ligeia, and
Leucosia (Eustathius, loc. cit.; Strabo v. §246, 252 ; Servius' commentary on Virgil's Georgics iv. 562); Eustathius
(Commentaries §1709) states that they were two, Aglaopheme and Thelxiepeia. Their individual names are variously
rendered in the later sources as Thelxiepeia/Thelxiope/Thelxinoe, Molpe, Aglaophonos/Aglaope/Aglaopheme,
Pisinoe/Peisinoë/Peisithoe, Parthenope, Ligeia, Leucosia, Raidne, and Teles.[5][6][7][8][9]

The Sirens of Greek mythology are sometimes portrayed in later folklore as fully aquatic and mermaid-like; the fact
that in Spanish, French, Italian, Polish, Romanian and Portuguese the word for mermaid is respectively Sirena,
Sirène, Sirena, Syrena, Sirenă and Sereia, and that in biology the Sirenia comprise an order of fully aquatic
mammals that includes the dugong and manatee, add to the visual confusion, so that Sirens are even represented as
mermaids. However, "the sirens, though they sing to mariners, are not sea-maidens," Jane Ellen Harrison has
cautioned; "they dwell on an island in a flowery meadow."[10]
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Sirens and death

The Siren, by John William
Waterhouse (circa 1900), depicted as

a fish-chimera.

According to Ovid (Metamorphoses V, 551), the Sirens were the companions of
young Persephone and were given wings by Demeter[11] to search for
Persephone when she was abducted. However, the Fabulae of Hyginus has
Demeter cursing the Sirens for failing to intervene in the abduction of
Persephone.

The Sirens might be called the Muses of the lower world, Walter Copland Perry
observed: "Their song, though irresistibly sweet, was no less sad than sweet, and
lapped both body and soul in a fatal lethargy, the forerunner of death and
corruption."[12] Their song is continually calling on Persephone. The term "siren
song" refers to an appeal that is hard to resist but that, if heeded, will lead to a
bad conclusion. Later writers have inferred that the Sirens were
anthropophagous, based on Circe's description of them "lolling there in their
meadow, round them heaps of corpses rotting away, rags of skin shriveling on
their bones."[13] As Jane Ellen Harrison notes of "The Ker as siren:" "It is strange
and beautiful that Homer should make the Sirens appeal to the spirit, not to the
flesh."[14] For the matter of the siren song is a promise to Odysseus of mantic
truths; with a false promise that he will live to tell them, they sing,

Once he hears to his heart's content, sails on, a wiser man.
We know all the pains that the Greeks and Trojans once endured
on the spreading plain of Troy when the gods willed it so—
all that comes to pass on the fertile earth, we know it all![15]

"They are mantic creatures like the Sphinx with whom they have much in common, knowing both the past and the
future," Harrison observed. "Their song takes effect at midday, in a windless calm. The end of that song is death."[16]

That the sailors' flesh is rotting away, though, would suggest it has not been eaten. It has been suggested that, with
their feathers stolen, their divine nature kept them alive, but unable to feed for their visitors, who starved to death by
refusing to leave.[17]

According to Hyginus, sirens were fated to live only until the mortals who heard their songs were able to pass by
them.[18]

Appearance

Roman mosaic: Odysseus and the Sirens (Bardo
National Museum)

Sirens combine women and birds in various ways. In early Greek art
Sirens were represented as birds with large women's heads, bird
feathers and scaly feet. Later, they were represented as female figures
with the legs of birds, with or without wings, playing a variety of
musical instruments, especially harps. The tenth century Byzantine
encyclopedia Suda[19] says that from their chests up Sirens had the
form of sparrows, below they were women, or, alternatively, that they
were little birds with women's faces. Birds were chosen because of
their beautiful voices. Later Sirens were sometimes depicted as
beautiful women, whose bodies, not only their voices, are seductive.

The first century Roman historian Pliny the Elder discounted Sirens as pure fable, "although Dinon, the father of 
Clearchus, a celebrated writer, asserts that they exist in India, and that they charm men by their song, and, having 
first lulled them to sleep, tear them to pieces."[20] In his notebooks Leonardo da Vinci wrote of the Siren, "The siren
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sings so sweetly that she lulls the mariners to sleep; then she climbs upon the ships and kills the sleeping mariners."
In 1917, Franz Kafka wrote in The Silence of the Sirens, "Now the Sirens have a still more fatal weapon than their
song, namely their silence. And though admittedly such a thing never happened, it is still conceivable that someone
might possibly have escaped from their singing; but from their silence certainly never."
The so-called "Siren of Canosa"[21] accompanied the deceased among grave goods in a burial and seems to have
some psychopomp characteristics, guiding the dead on the after-life journey. The cast terracotta figure bears traces of
its original white pigment. The woman bears the feet and the wings and tail of a bird. It is conserved in the National
Archaeological Museum of Spain, in Madrid.[22]

Encounters with the Sirens

Odysseus and the Sirens, eponymous vase of the
Siren Painter, ca. 480-470 BC, (British Museum)

In Argonautica (4.891–919), Jason had been warned by Chiron that
Orpheus would be necessary in his journey. When Orpheus heard their
voices, he drew out his lyre and played his music more beautifully than
they, drowning out their voices. One of the crew, however, the
sharp-eared hero Butes, heard the song and leapt into the sea, but he
was caught up and carried safely away by the goddess Aphrodite.

Odysseus was curious as to what the Sirens sung in their song to him,
so, on Circe's advice, he had all his sailors plug their ears with beeswax
and tie him to the mast. He ordered his men to leave him tied tightly to
the mast, no matter how much he would beg. When he heard their
beautiful song, he ordered the sailors to untie him but they bound him

tighter. When they had passed out of earshot, Odysseus demonstrated with his frowns to be released.[23]

Some post-Homeric authors state that the Sirens were fated to die if someone heard their singing and escaped them,
and that after Odysseus passed by they therefore flung themselves into the water and perished.[24] It is also said that
Hera, queen of the gods, persuaded the Sirens to enter a singing contest with the Muses. The Muses won the
competition and then plucked out all of the Sirens' feathers and made crowns out of them.[25] Out of their anguish
from losing the competition, writes Stephanus of Byzantium, the Sirens turned white and fell into the sea at Aptera
("featherless") where they formed the islands in the bay that were called Souda (modern Lefkai).[26]
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Christian belief

The "Siren" of Canosa

By the fourth century, when pagan beliefs gave way to Christianity, belief in
literal sirens was discouraged. Although Jerome, who produced the Latin Vulgate
version of the Scriptures, used the word "sirens" to translate Hebrew tenim
(jackals) in Isaiah 13:22, and also to translate a word for "owls" in Jeremiah
50:39, this was explained by Ambrose to be a mere symbol or allegory for
worldly temptations, and not an endorsement of the Greek myth.[27]

Sirens continued to be used as a symbol for the dangerous temptation embodied
by women regularly throughout Christian art of the medieval era; however, in the
17th century, some Jesuit writers began to assert their actual existence, including
Cornelius a Lapide, who said of Woman, "her glance is that of the fabled
basilisk, her voice a siren's voice—with her voice she enchants, with her beauty
she deprives of reason—voice and sight alike deal destruction and death."[28]

Antonio de Lorea also argued for their existence, and Athanasius Kircher argued
that compartments must have been built for them aboard Noah's Ark.[29]

The Early Christian euhemerist interpretation of mythologized human beings
received a long-lasting boost from Isidore's Etymologiae.[30] "They [the Greeks]
imagine that 'there were three Sirens, part virgins, part birds,' with wings and
claws. 'One of them sang, another played the flute, the third the lyre. They drew sailors, decoyed by song, to
shipwreck. According to the truth, however, they were prostitutes who led travelers down to poverty and were said to
impose shipwreck on them.' They had wings and claws because Love flies and wounds. They are said to have stayed
in the waves because a wave created Venus."

Odysseus and the Sirens. An 1891 painting by
John William Waterhouse.

Charles Burney expounded c. 1789, in A General History of Music:
"The name, according to Bochart, who derives it from the Phoenician,
implies a songstress. Hence it is probable, that in ancient times there
may have been excellent singers, but of corrupt morals, on the coast of
Sicily, who by seducing voyagers, gave rise to this fable."[31] John
Lemprière in his Classical Dictionary (1827) wrote, "Some suppose
that the Sirens were a number of lascivious women in Sicily, who
prostituted themselves to strangers, and made them forget their pursuits
while drowned in unlawful pleasures. The etymology of Bochart, who

deduces the name from a Phoenician term denoting a songstress, favours the explanation given of the fable by
Damm.[32] This distinguished critic makes the Sirens to have been excellent singers, and divesting the fables
respecting them of all their terrific features, he supposes that by the charms of music and song they detained
travellers, and made them altogether forgetful of their native land."[33]

Such euhemerist interpretations have been abandoned since the later 19th century, in favour of analyses of Greek
mythology in terms of historical Greek social structure and their cultural system, and the Greek taxonomy of the
spiritual world.
In the Book of Watchers 19:2-3, supposedly authored by Enoch, great-grandfather of Noah, the women taken as
wives by the Grigori of angels became sirens.[34]
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Unique Creatures

Python

Apollo killing Python. A 1581 engraving by Virgil Solis for Ovid's Metamorphoses, Book
I

In Greek mythology, Python (Greek:
Πύθων, gen.: Πύθωνος) was the
earth-dragon of Delphi, always
represented in Greek sculpture and
vase-paintings as a serpent. He
presided at the Delphic oracle, which
existed in the cult center for his
mother, Gaia, "Earth," Pytho being the
place name that was substituted for the
earlier Krisa.[1] Hellenes considered
the site to be the center of the earth,
represented by a stone, the omphalos
or navel, which Python guarded.

Python became the chthonic enemy of
the later Olympian deity Apollo, who
slew him and remade his former home
and the oracle, the most famous[2] in
Classical Greece, as his own. Changes
such as these in ancient myths may reflect a profound change in the religious concepts of Hellenic culture. Some
were gradual over time and others occurred abruptly following invasion.

Versions and interpretations
There are various versions of Python's birth and death at the hands of Apollo. In the Homeric Hymn to Apollo, now
thought to have been composed in 522 BCE during Classical times,[3] a small detail is provided regarding Apollo's
combat with the serpent, in some sections identified as the deadly Drakaina, or her parent.
The version related by Hyginus[4] holds that when Zeus lay with the goddess Leto, and she was to deliver Artemis
and Apollo, Hera sent Python to pursue her throughout the lands, so that she could not deliver wherever the sun
shone. Thus when Apollo the infant was grown he pursued Python, making his way straight for Mount Parnassus
where the serpent dwelled, and chased it to the oracle of Gaia at Delphi; there he dared to penetrate the sacred
precinct and kill it with his arrows beside the rock cleft where the priestess sat on her tripod. Robert Graves, who
habitually read into primitive myths a retelling of archaic political and social turmoil, saw in this the capturing by
Hellenes of a pre-Hellenic shrine. "To placate local opinion at Delphi," he wrote in The Greek Myths, "regular
funeral games were instituted in honour of the dead hero Python, and her priestess was retained in office."
The politics are conjectural, but the myth reports that Zeus ordered Apollo to purify himself for the sacrilege and
instituted the Pythian Games, over which Apollo was to preside, as penance for his act.
Erwin Rohde wrote that the Python was an earth spirit, who was conquered by Apollo, and buried under the
Omphalos, and that it is a case of one god setting up his temple on the grave of another.[5]
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The priestess of the oracle at Delphi became known as the Pythia, after the place-name Pytho, which Greeks
explained as named after the rotting (πύθειν) of the slain serpent's corpse in the strength of Hyperion (day) or Helios
(the sun).[6]

Karl Kerenyi points out[7] that the older tales mentioned two dragons, who were perhaps intentionally conflated; the
other was a female dragon (drakaina) named Delphyne in the Homeric Hymn to Apollo, with whom dwelt a male
serpent named Typhon: "The narrators seem to have confused the dragon of Delphi, Python, with Typhon or
Typhoeus, the adversary of Zeus". The enemy dragoness "... actually became an Apollonian serpent, and Pythia, the
priestess who gave oracles at Delphi, was named after him. Many pictures show the serpent Python living in amity
with Apollo and guarding the Omphalos, the sacred navel-stone and mid-point of the earth, which stood in Apollo's
temple" (Kerenyi 1951:136).

Notes
[1] Hymn to Pythian Apollo, l. 254-74: Telphousa recommends to Apollo to build his oracle temple at the site of "Krisa below the glades of

Parnassus".
[2] But also see Dodona, famous in the earliest traditions.
[3] Walter Burkert, "Kynaithos, Polycrates and the Homeric Hymn to Apollo" in Arktouros: Hellenic studies presented to B. M. W. Knox ed. G.

W. Bowersock, W. Burkert, M. C. J. Putnam (Berlin: De Gruyter, 1979) pp. 53-62.
[4] Fabulae 140.
[5] cf. Rohde, Psyche, p.97.
[6] Homeric Hymn to Pythian Apollo, 363-369.
[7] Kerenyi The Gods of the Greeks 1951:136.

References
• Burkert, Walter, Greek Religion 1985.
• Deane, John Bathurst, The Worship of the Serpent, 1833. Cf. Chapter V., p.329. (http:/ / www. sacred-texts. com/

etc/ wos/ wos08. htm#page_329) (http:/ / www. sacred-texts. com/ etc/ wos/ )
• Farnell, Lewis Richard, The Cults of the Greek States, 1896.
• Fontenrose, Joseph Eddy, Python; a study of Delphic myth and its origins, 1959.
• Goodrich, Norma Lorre, Priestesses, 1990.
• Guthrie, William Keith Chambers, The Greeks and their Gods, 1955.
• Hall, Manly Palmer, The Secret Teachings of All Ages, 1928. Ch. 14 cf. Greek Oracles (http:/ / www. sacred-texts.

com/ eso/ sta/ sta14. htm), www (http:/ / www. sacred-texts. com/ eso/ sta/ index. htm), PRS (http:/ / www. prs.
org/ secret. htm)

• Harrison, Jane Ellen, Themis: A Study of the Social Origins of Greek Religion, 1912. cf. Chapter IX, p.329
especially, on the slaying of the Python.

• Kerenyi, Karl, (1951) 1980. The Gods of the Greeks especially pp 135-6. (http:/ / www. lib. uchicago. edu/
cgi-bin/ eos/ eos_page. pl?DPI=100& callnum=BL781. H32& object=454) (http:/ / www. lib. uchicago. edu/
cgi-bin/ eos/ eos_title. pl?callnum=BL781. H32)

• Homeric Hymn to Pythian Apollo (http:/ / omacl. org/ Hesiod/ hymns. html)
• Rohde, Erwin, Psyche, 1925.
• Smith, William; Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology, London (1873). "Python" (http:/ /

www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 04. 0104:alphabetic+ letter=P:entry+
group=52:entry=python-bio-1)

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oracle
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Delphi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hyperion_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Helios
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Karl_Kerenyi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Delphyne
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Typhoeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pythia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Omphalos
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Telphousa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Parnassus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dodona
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Walter_Burkert
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Walter_Burkert
http://www.sacred-texts.com/etc/wos/wos08.htm#page_329
http://www.sacred-texts.com/etc/wos/wos08.htm#page_329
http://www.sacred-texts.com/etc/wos/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Joseph_Fontenrose
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Manly_Palmer_Hall
http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/sta/sta14.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/sta/sta14.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/sta/index.htm
http://www.prs.org/secret.htm
http://www.prs.org/secret.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jane_Ellen_Harrison
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Karl_Kerenyi
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/eos/eos_page.pl?DPI=100&callnum=BL781.H32&object=454
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/eos/eos_page.pl?DPI=100&callnum=BL781.H32&object=454
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/eos/eos_title.pl?callnum=BL781.H32
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/eos/eos_title.pl?callnum=BL781.H32
http://omacl.org/Hesiod/hymns.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Erwin_Rohde
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Smith_%28lexicographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0104%3Aalphabetic+letter%3DP%3Aentry+group%3D52%3Aentry%3Dpython-bio-1
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0104%3Aalphabetic+letter%3DP%3Aentry+group%3D52%3Aentry%3Dpython-bio-1
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0104%3Aalphabetic+letter%3DP%3Aentry+group%3D52%3Aentry%3Dpython-bio-1


Ladon 379

Ladon

Heracles and Ladon, Roman relief plate, late era.

Ladon (Greek: Λάδων; gen.: Λάδωνος) was the serpent-like
dragon that twined and twisted around the tree in the Garden of the
Hesperides and guarded the golden apples. He was overcome by
Heracles. The following day, Jason and the Argonauts passed by
on their chthonic return journey from Colchis and heard the lament
of "shining" Aegle, one of the four Hesperides, and viewed the
still-twitching Ladon.[1]

Ladon was given several parentages, each of which placed him at
an archaic level in Greek myth: the offspring of "Ceto, joined in
heated passion with Phorcys"[2] or of Typhon, who was himself
serpent-like from the waist down, and Echidna[3] or of Gaia
herself, or in her Olympian manifestation, Hera: "The Dragon
which guarded the golden apples was the brother of the Nemean
lion" asserted Ptolemy Hephaestion.[4] In one version, Heracles
did not kill Ladon.

The image of the dragon(Ladon) coiled round the tree, originally adopted by the Hellenes from Near Eastern and
Minoan sources, is familiar from surviving Greek vase-painting. In the 2nd century CE, Pausanias saw among the
treasuries at Olympia an archaic cult image in cedar-wood of Heracles and the apple-tree of the Hesperides with the
dragon coiled around it.[5]

Ladon might be given multiple heads, a hundred in Aristophanes' The Frogs (a passing remark in line 475), which
might speak with different voices.
Diodorus Siculus gives an euhemerist interpretation of Ladon, as a human shepherd guarding a flock of
golden-fleeced sheep, adding "But with regards to such matters it will be every man’s privilege to form such opinions
as accord with his own belief".[6]

Ladon is the constellation Draco,[7] according to Hyginus' Astronomy.[8] Ladon is the Greek version of the West
Semitic serpent Lotan, or the Hurrian serpent Illuyanka.
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Typhon

Zeus hurling his lightning at Typhon, Chalcidian black-figured hydria, ca.
550 BC, Staatliche Antikensammlungen (Inv. 596)

Typhon (   /ˈtaɪfən/; Ancient Greek: Τυφῶν,
Tuphōn, Greek pronunciation: [typʰɔ̂ːn]), also
Typhoeus (Τυφωεύς, Tuphōeus), Typhaon
(Τυφάων, Tuphaōn) or Typhos (Τυφώς,
Tuphōs) was the last son of Gaia, fathered by
Tartarus, and the most deadly monster of Greek
mythology. He was known as the "Father of all
monsters"; his wife Echidna was likewise the
"Mother of All Monsters."

Typhon was described in pseudo-Apollodorus,
Bibliotheke, as the largest and most fearsome of
all creatures. His human upper half reached as
high as the stars. His hands reached east and
west and, instead of a human head, he had a
hundred dragon heads; some however depict him as having a human head and the dragon heads being attached to his
hands instead of fingers. He was feared even by the mighty gods. His bottom half was gigantic viper coils that could
reach the top of his head when stretched out and made a hissing noise. His whole body was covered in wings, and
fire flashed from his eyes.

Typhon attempts to destroy Zeus at the will of Gaia, because Zeus had imprisoned the Titans. Typhon overcomes
Zeus in their first battle, and tears out Zeus' sinews. However, Hermes recovers the sinews and restores them to Zeus.
Typhon is finally defeated by Zeus, who traps him underneath Mount Etna.

Accounts
Hesiod narrates Typhon's birth in this poem:

But when Zeus had driven the Titans from Olympus,
mother Earth bare her youngest child Typhoeus of the love of
Tartarus, by the aid of golden Aphrodite.

—Hesiod, Theogony 820–822.
In the alternative account of the origin of Typhon (Typhoeus), the Homeric Hymn to Apollo makes the monster
Typhaon at Delphi a son of archaic Hera in her Minoan form, produced out of herself, like a monstrous version of
Hephaestus or Mars, and whelped in a cave in Cilicia and confined there in the enigmatic Arima, or land of the
Arimoi, en Arimois (Iliad, ii. 781–783). It was in Cilicia that Zeus battled with the ancient monster and overcame
him, in a more complicated story: It was not an easy battle, and Typhon temporarily overcame Zeus, cut the "sinews"
from him and left him in the "leather sack", the korukos that is the etymological origin of the korukion andron, the
Korykian or Corycian Cave in which Zeus suffers temporary eclipse as if in the Land of the Dead. The region of
Cilicia in southeastern Anatolia had many opportunities for coastal Hellenes' connection with the Hittites to the
north. From its first reappearance, the Hittite myth of Illuyankas has been seen as a prototype of the battle of Zeus
and Typhon.[1] Walter Burkert and Calvert Watkins each note the close agreements. Watkins' How to Kill a Dragon:
Aspects of Indo-European Poetics (Oxford University Press) 1995, reconstructs in disciplined detail the flexible
Indo-European poetic formula that underlies myth, epic and magical charm texts of the lashing and binding of
Typhon.
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Typhon was known to be a large humanoid beast. Typhon was the last child of Gaia. After the defeat of his brothers,
the Gigantes, Gaia urged him to avenge them, as well as his other brothers, the Titans.

Offspring
Typhon fathered several children by his niece, Echidna, daughter of Phorcys and Ceto:
• Orthrus, a fearsome two-headed hound. Theogony, 306ff.[2] Orthrus, and his master, Eurytion, son of Ares and the

Hesperid Erytheia, guarded the fabulous red cattle of Geryon. Both were slain, along with Geryon, when Heracles
stole the red cattle.

• The Sphinx was sent by Hera to plague the city of Thebes. She was the most brilliant of Typhon's children, and
would slay anyone who could not answer her riddles (possibly by strangling them). When Oedipus finally
answered her riddle, she threw herself into the ocean in a fit of fury and drowned.

• The Nemean Lion was a gigantic lion with impenetrable skin. Selene, the moon goddess, adored the beast.
Heracles was commanded to slay the Lion as the first of his Twelve Labors. First, he attempted to shoot arrows at
it, then he used his great club, and was eventually forced to strangle the beast. He would then use the Lion's own
claws to skin it, whereupon he wore its invulnerable hide as armor.

• Cerberus, another one of Typhon's sons was a three-headed dog that was employed by Hades as the guardian of
the passage way to and from the Underworld. According to Hesiod, he was the son of Orthrus and Echidna.

• Ladon was a serpentine dragon, known as a drakon. According to Hesiod, Ladon was the son of Phorcys and
Ceto, instead of Typhon and Echidna. Regardless of his parentage, Ladon entwined himself around the tree in the
Garden of the Hesperides at the behest of Hera, who appointed him the garden's guardian. He was eventually
killed by Heracles.

• The Lernaean Hydra, another one of Typhon's daughters, terrorized a spring at the lake of Lerna, near Argos,
slaying anyone and anything that approached her lair with her noxious venom, save for a monstrous crab that was
her companion. She was originally thought to have nine heads, and any neck, if severed,would give rise to two
more heads, her ninth head was immortal. She and her crab were slain by Heracles as the second of his Twelve
Labors - he cut off her heads and burnt the neck so that she could not regenerate,and crushed her ninth head under
a rock, (the crab being accidentally crushed underneath Heracles' heel).

• Typhon's last child was his daughter, Chimera. Chimera resembled a tremendous, fire-breathing lioness with a
goat's head emerging from the middle of her back, and had a snake for a tail. She roamed the ancient kingdom of
Lycia, particularly around Mount Chimaera (possibly near Yanartaş), bringing bad omens and destruction in her
wake, until she was slain by Bellerophon and Pegasus at the behest of Iobates.

Battle with Zeus
Typhon started destroying cities and hurling mountains in a fit of rage. All of the gods of Olympus fled to their
home. Only Zeus stood firm, and the battle raged, ending when Zeus threw Mount Etna on top of Typhon, trapping
him.
The inveterate enemy of the Olympian gods is described in detail by Hesiod[3] as a vast grisly monster with a
hundred serpent heads "with dark flickering tongues" flashing fire from their eyes and a din of voices and a hundred
serpents legs, a feature shared by many primal monsters of Greek myth that extend in serpentine or scaly coils from
the waist down. The titanic struggle created earthquakes and tsunami.[4] Once conquered by Zeus' thunderbolts,
Typhon was cast into Tartarus, the common destiny of many such archaic adversaries, or he was confined beneath
Mount Aetna (Pindar, Pythian Ode 1.19–20; Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound 370), where "his bed scratches and
goads the whole length of his back stretched out against it", or in other volcanic regions, where he is the cause of
eruptions. Typhon is thus the chthonic figuration of volcanic forces, as Hephaestus (Roman Vulcan) is their
"civilized" Olympian manifestation.
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Typhon is also the father of hot dangerous storm winds which issue forth from the stormy pit of Tartarus, according
to Hesiod. Likewise, the rumblings of Typhon emitted from deepest Tartarus could be clearly heard within the
underground torrent near Seleuceia, now in Turkey, until his presence was neutralized by the building of a Byzantine
church nearby.[5]

Origin of name
Typhon may be derived from the Greek τύφειν (typhein), to smoke, hence it is considered to be a possible etymology
for the word typhoon, supposedly borrowed by the Persians (as طوفان Tufân) and Arabs to describe the cyclonic
storms of the Indian Ocean. The Greeks also frequently represented him as a storm-demon, especially in the version
where he stole Zeus's thunderbolts and wrecked the earth with storms (cf. Hesiod, Theogony; Nonnus, Dionysiaca).

Related concepts and myths
Since Herodotus, Typhon has been identified by some scholars with the Egyptian Set. In the Orphic tradition,
Typhon leads the Titans when they attack and kill Dionysus, just as Set is responsible for the murder of Osiris.
Furthermore, the slaying of Typhon by Zeus bears similarities to the killing of Vritra by Indra[6] (a deity also
associated with lightning and storms), and possibly the two stories are ultimately derived from a common
Indo-European source. Similarities can be found in the battle between Thor and Jormungand from Norse myths, as
well as (perhaps) an incident in the Irish Metrical Dindsenchas in which the Dagda fights a giant octopus.[7]

Mythologist Joseph Campbell also makes parallels to the slaying of Leviathan by YHWH, about which YHWH
boasts to Job.[8]

Comparisons can also be drawn with the Mesopotamian monster Tiamat and its slaying by Babylonian chief god
Marduk. The similarities between the Greek myth and its earlier Mesopotamian counterpart do not seem to be
merely accidental. A number of west Semitic (Ras Shamra) and Hittite sources appear to corroborate the theory of a
genetic relationship between the two myths.[9]

Popular culture
• Typhon was referenced in Dante Alighieri's Inferno. He is mentioned to be among the biblical and mythological

giants that are frozen onto the rings outside of Hell's Circle of Treachery. Dante and Virgil threatened to go to
Tityos and Typhon if Antaeus doesn't lower them into the Circle of Treachery.

• Typhon was featured in Hercules: The Legendary Journeys portrayed by Glenn Shadix. He is portrayed as a giant
who was trapped in a rock by Hera so that she can use Echidna's children in her plots. Hercules managed to free
Typhon and reunite him with Echidna.

• Typhon appeared in "The Last Olympian" by Rick Riordan. He exploded out of the mountain and mortals thought
he was a freak storm. Eventually he was subdued, with the help of Poseidon and an army of Cyclopes. He was
captured before he had the chance to make it to Olympus, saving the gods from destruction.

• Typhon is a summon monster in the Final Fantasy series of video games, first appearing in Final Fantasy VI
(originally mistranslated as "Chupon" by Ted Woosley in the North American Final Fantasy III for SNES).

• Typhon is the final boss in the hack-and-slash game Titan Quest.
• Typhon is one of the gods or superhumans in Roger Zelazny's Creatures of Light and Darkness, where he appears

with and is related to various Egyptian deities.
•• Typhon is the final boss in the greek levels in the game Age of Empires: Mythologies for the Nintendo DS
• Typhon appeared in Hercules: The Animated Series, where he was voiced by Regis Philbin. He is freed of his

imprisonment in the midst of a battle between Hercules and Echidna during Titan Smashing Day, a holiday
commemorating his defeat by Zeus. It is revealed Zeus had Hera's help in the battle and it is Hera's intervention
once again that leads the two monsters to retreat.
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Notes
[1] W. Porzig, "Illuyankas und Typhon", Kleinasiatische Forschung I.3 (1930) pp 379–86
[2] Iliad ix.664
[3] Theogony 820–868
[4] "The whole earth seethed, and sky and sea: and the long waves raged along the beaches round and about, at the rush of the deathless gods:

and there arose an endless shaking." (Hesiod, Theogony.)
[5] Robin Lane Fox, Pagans and Christians, p.41
[6] Let me now sing the heroic deeds of Indra, the first that the thunderbolt-wielder performed. He killed the dragon and pierced an opening for

the waters; he split open the bellies of mountains. (Rig Veda 1.32.1)
[7] http:/ / www. ucc. ie/ celt/ published/ T106500D/ text099. html
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Medusa

Medusa

Medusa, by Caravaggio (1595)
Consort Poseidon

Parents Phorcys and Ceto

Siblings The Hesperides, Stheno, Euryale, The Graea, Thoosa, Scylla, and Ladon

Children Pegasus and Chrysaor

In Greek mythology Medusa (Greek: Μέδουσα (Médousa), "guardian, protectress")[1] was a monster, a Gorgon,
generally described as having the face of a hideous human female with living venomous snakes in place of hair.
Gazing directly upon her would turn onlookers to stone. Most sources describe her as the daughter of Phorcys and
Ceto,[2] though the author Hyginus (Fabulae, 151) interposes a generation and gives Medusa another chthonic pair
as parents.[3]

Medusa was beheaded by the hero Perseus, who thereafter used her head as a weapon[4] until he gave it to the
goddess Athena to place on her shield. In classical antiquity the image of the head of Medusa appeared in the
evil-averting device known as the Gorgoneion.
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Medusa in classical mythology

Perseus with the Head of Medusa, by Benvenuto
Cellini, installed 1554

The three Gorgon sisters—Medusa, Stheno, and Euryale—were all
children of the ancient marine deities Phorcys (or Phorkys) and his
sister Ceto (or Keto), chthonic monsters from an archaic world. Their
genealogy is shared with other sisters, the Graeae, as in Aeschylus's
Prometheus Bound, which places both trinities of sisters far off "on
Kisthene's dreadful plain":

Near them their sisters three, the Gorgons, winged
With snakes for hair— hated of mortal man—

While ancient Greek vase-painters and relief carvers imagined Medusa
and her sisters as beings born of monstrous form, sculptors and
vase-painters of the fifth century began to envisage her as being
beautiful as well as terrifying. In an ode written in 490 BC Pindar
already speaks of "fair-cheeked Medusa".[5]

In a late version of the Medusa myth, related by the Roman poet Ovid
(Metamorphoses 4.770), Medusa was originally a ravishingly beautiful
maiden, "the jealous aspiration of many suitors," priestess in Athena's
temple, but when she was caught being raped by the "Lord of the Sea"

Poseidon in Athena's temple, the enraged Athena transformed Medusa's beautiful hair to serpents and made her face
so terrible to behold that the mere sight of it would turn onlookers to stone. In Ovid's telling, Perseus describes
Medusa's punishment by Minerva (Athena) as just and well earned.

Death
In most versions of the story, she was beheaded by the hero Perseus, who was sent to fetch her head by King
Polydectes of Seriphus. In his conquest, he received a mirrored shield from Athena, gold, winged sandals from
Hermes, a sword from Hephaestus and Hades' helm of invisibility. Medusa was the only one of the three Gorgons
who was mortal, so Perseus was able to slay her while looking at the reflection from the mirrored shield he received
from Athena. During that time, Medusa was pregnant by Poseidon. When Perseus beheaded her, Pegasus, a winged
horse, and Chrysaor, a golden sword-wielding giant, sprang from her body.
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Head of Medusa, gate of the Royal Palace of
Turin

Jane Ellen Harrison argues that "her potency only begins when her
head is severed, and that potency resides in the head; she is in a word a
mask with a body later appended... the basis of the Gorgoneion is a
cultus object, a ritual mask misunderstood."[6]

In the Odyssey xi, Homer does not specifically mention the Gorgon
Medusa:

Lest for my daring Persephone the dread,
From Hades should send up an awful monster's grisly head.

Harrison's translation states "the Gorgon was made out of the terror,
not the terror out of the Gorgon."[6]

According to Ovid, in northwest Africa, Perseus flew past the Titan
Atlas, who stood holding the sky aloft, and transformed him into stone
when he tried to attack him.[7] In a similar manner, the corals of the
Red Sea were said to have been formed of Medusa's blood spilled onto
seaweed when Perseus laid down the petrifying head beside the shore
during his short stay in Ethiopia where he saved and wed his future
wife, the lovely princess Andromeda. Furthermore the poisonous
vipers of the Sahara, in the Argonautica 4.1515, Ovid's Metamorphoses 4.770 and Lucan's Pharsalia 9.820, were
said to have grown from spilt drops of her blood. The blood of Medusa also spawned the Amphisbaena (a horned
dragon-like creature with a snake-headed tail).

Perseus then flew to Seriphos, where his mother was about to be forced into marriage with the king. King Polydectes
was turned into stone by the gaze of Medusa's head. Then Perseus gave the Gorgon's head to Athena, who placed it
on her shield, the Aegis.[8]

Some classical references refer to three Gorgons; Harrison considered that the tripling of Medusa into a trio of sisters
was a secondary feature in the myth:

The triple form is not primitive, it is merely an instance of a general tendency... which makes of each woman
goddess a trinity, which has given us the Horae, the Charites, the Semnai, and a host of other triple groups. It
is immediately obvious that the Gorgons are not really three but one + two. The two unslain sisters are mere
appendages due to custom; the real Gorgon is Medusa.[6]
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Modern interpretations

Psychoanalysis

An archaic Medusa wearing the belt of the
intertwined snakes, a fertility symbol, as depicted
on the west pediment of the Artemis Temple in
Corfu, exhibited at the Archaeological Museum

of Corfu

In 1940, Sigmund Freud's Das Medusenhaupt (Medusa's Head) was
published posthumously. This article laid the framework for his
significant contribution to a body of criticism surrounding the monster.
Medusa is presented as "the supreme talisman who provides the image
of castration — associated in the child's mind with the discovery of
maternal sexuality — and its denial."[9] Psychoanalysis continue
archetypal literary criticism to the present day: Beth Seelig analyzes
Medusa's punishment from the aspect of the crime of having been
raped rather than having willingly consented in Athena's temple as an
outcome of the goddess' unresolved conflicts with her own father,
Zeus.[10]

Feminism

In the 20th century, feminists reassessed Medusa's appearances in literature and in modern culture, including the use
of Medusa as a logo by fashion company Versace.[11][12][13] The name "Medusa" itself is often used in ways not
directly connected to the mythological figure but to suggest the gorgon's abilities or to connote malevolence; despite
her origins as a beauty, the name in common usage "came to mean monster."[14] The book Female Rage: Unlocking
Its Secrets, Claiming Its Power by Mary Valentis and Anne Devane notes that "When we asked women what female
rage looks like to them, it was always Medusa, the snaky-haired monster of myth, who came to mind ... In one
interview after another we were told that Medusa is 'the most horrific woman in the world' ... [though] none of the
women we interviewed could remember the details of the myth."[15]

Medusa mosaic (Roman period), National
Archaeological Museum, Athens

Medusa's visage has since been adopted by many women as a symbol
of female rage; one of the first publications to express this idea was a
1978 issue of Women: A Journal of Liberation. The cover featured the
image of a Gorgon, which the editors explained "can be a map to guide
us through our terrors, through the depths of our anger into the sources
of our power as women."[15] In a 1986 article for Women of Power
magazine called "Ancient Gorgons: A Face for Contemporary
Women's Rage," Emily Erwin Culpepper wrote that "The Amazon
Gorgon face is female fury personified. The Gorgon/Medusa image has
been rapidly adopted by large numbers of feminists who recognize her
as one face of our own rage."[15]

Nihilism

Medusa has sometimes appeared as representing notions of scientific
determinism and nihilism, especially in contrast with romantic
idealism.[16][17] In this interpretation of Medusa, attempts to avoid
looking into her eyes represent avoiding the ostensibly depressing
reality that the universe is meaningless. Jack London uses Medusa in
this way in his novel The Mutiny of the Elsinore:[18]
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I cannot help remembering a remark of De Casseres. It was over the wine in Mouquin's. Said he: "The
profoundest instinct in man is to war against the truth; that is, against the Real. He shuns facts from his
infancy. His life is a perpetual evasion. Miracle, chimera and to-morrow keep him alive. He lives on fiction
and myth. It is the Lie that makes him free. Animals alone are given the privilege of lifting the veil of Isis;
men dare not. The animal, awake, has no fictional escape from the Real because he has no imagination. Man,
awake, is compelled to seek a perpetual escape into Hope, Belief, Fable, Art, God, Socialism, Immortality,
Alcohol, Love. From Medusa-Truth he makes an appeal to Maya-Lie."
—Jack London, The Mutiny of the Elsinore

Medusa in art

Tête de Méduse, by Peter Paul Rubens (1618)

Medusa by Arnold Böcklin, circa 1878

From ancient times, the Medusa was immortalized in numerous works
of art, including:
• Medusa on the breastplate of Alexander the Great, as depicted in the

Alexander Mosaic from Pompeii's House of the Faun (c. 200 BC)
• Medusa column bases of Basilica Cistern in Constantionople.
• The "Rondanini Medusa", a Roman copy of the Gorgoneion on the

aegis of Athena; later used as a model for the Gorgon's head in
Antonio Canova's marble Perseus with the Head of Medusa
(1798–1801)

• Medusa (oil on canvas) by Leonardo da Vinci
• Perseus with the Head of Medusa (bronze sculpture) by Benvenuto

Cellini (1554)
• Medusa (oil on canvas) by Caravaggio (1597)
• Head of Medusa, by Peter Paul Rubens (1618)
• Medusa (marble bust) by Gianlorenzo Bernini (1630s)
• Medusa is played by a countertenor in Jean-Baptiste Lully and

Philippe Quinault's opera, Persée (1682). She sings the aria "J'ay
perdu la beauté qui me rendit si vaine."

• Perseus Turning Phineus and his Followers to Stone (oil on canvas)
by Luca Giordano (early 1680s).

• Perseus with the Head of Medusa (marble sculpture) by Antonio
Canova (1801)

• Medusa (oil on canvas) by Arnold Böcklin (c. 1878)
• Perseus (bronze sculpture) by Salvador Dalí
Medusa remained a common theme in art in the nineteenth century, when her myth was retold in Thomas Bulfinch's
Mythology. Edward Burne-Jones' Perseus Cycle of paintings and a drawing by Aubrey Beardsley gave way to the
twentieth century works of Paul Klee, John Singer Sargent, Pablo Picasso, Pierre et Gilles, and Auguste Rodin's
bronze sculpture The Gates of Hell.[19]
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In flags and emblems
The head of Medusa is featured on some regional symbols. One example is that of the flag and emblem of Sicily,
together with the three legged trinacria. The inclusion of Medusa in the center implies the protection of the goddess
Athena, who wore the Gorgon's likeness on her aegis, as said above. Another example is the coat of arms of
Dohalice village in the Czech Republic.

Municipal coat of arms of Dohalice
village, Hradec Králové District,

Czech Republic

Flag of Sicily

In popular culture
The petrifying image of Medusa makes an instantly recognizable feature in popular culture. Medusa has been
featured in several works of fiction, including video games, movies and books. In particular, the designer Gianni
Versace's symbol is reflected through the Medusa-head symbol. It was chosen because she represents beauty, art, and
philosophy.[20]
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Minotaur

Minotaur

Minotaur bust, (National Archaeological Museum of Athens)

Mythology Greek

Grouping mythological creature

Parents Cretan Bull and Pasiphaë

Region Crete

In Greek mythology, the Minotaur (Ancient Greek: Μῑνώταυρος Greek pronunciation: [miːnɔ̌ːtau̯ros], Latin:
Minotaurus, Etruscan Θevrumineś), was a creature with the head of a bull on the body of a man[1] or, as described by
Roman poet Ovid, "part man and part bull".[2] He dwelt at the center of the Cretan Labyrinth, which was an elaborate
maze-like construction[3] designed by the architect Daedalus and his son Icarus, on the command of King Minos of
Crete. The Minotaur was eventually killed by the Athenian hero Theseus.
The term Minotaur derives from the Ancient Greek Μῑνώταυρος, a compound of the name Μίνως (Minos) and the
noun ταύρος "bull", translated as "(the) Bull of Minos". In Crete, the Minotaur was known by its proper name,
Asterion,[4] a name shared with Minos' foster-father.[5]

"Minotaur" was originally a proper noun in reference to this mythical figure. The use of "minotaur" as a common
noun to refer to members of a generic race of bull-headed creatures developed much later, in 20th-century fantasy
genre fiction.
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Birth and appearance

The bronze "Horned God" from
Enkomi, Cyprus

After he ascended the throne of Crete, Minos competed with his brothers to rule.
Minos prayed to Poseidon to send him a snow-white bull, as a sign of support.
He was to kill the bull to show honor to Poseidon but decided to keep it instead
because of its beauty. He thought Poseidon would not care if he kept the white
bull and sacrificed one of his own. To punish Minos, Aphrodite made Pasiphaë,
Minos' wife, fall deeply in love with the bull from the sea, the Cretan Bull.[6]

Pasiphaë had the archetypal craftsman Daedalus make a hollow wooden cow,
and climbed inside it in order to "mate" with the white bull. The offspring was
the monstrous Minotaur. Pasiphaë nursed him in his infancy, but he grew and
became ferocious, being the unnatural offspring of man and beast, he had no
natural source of nourishment and thus devoured man for sustenance. Minos,
after getting advice from the oracle at Delphi, had Daedalus construct a gigantic
labyrinth to hold the Minotaur. Its location was near Minos' palace in Knossos.

Nowhere has the essence of the myth been expressed more succinctly than in the
Heroides attributed to Ovid, where Pasiphaë's daughter complains of the curse of

her unrequited love: "the bull's form disguised the god, Pasiphaë, my mother, a victim of the deluded bull, brought
forth in travail her reproach and burden."[7] Literalist and prurient readings that emphasize the machinery of actual
copulation may, perhaps intentionally, obscure the mystic marriage of the god in bull form, a Minoan mythos alien to
the Greeks.[8]

The Minotaur is commonly represented in Classical art with the body of a man and the head and tail of a bull. One of
the figurations assumed by the river god Achelous in wooing Deianira is as a man with the head of a bull, according
to Sophocles' Trachiniai.
From Classical times through the Renaissance, the Minotaur appears at the center of many depictions of the
Labyrinth.[9] Ovid's Latin account of the Minotaur, which did not elaborate on which half was bull and which half
man, was the most widely available during the Middle Ages, and several later versions show the reverse of the
Classical configuration, a man's head and torso on a bull's body, reminiscent of a centaur.[10] This alternative
tradition survived into the Renaissance, and still figures in some modern depictions, such as Steele Savage's
illustrations for Edith Hamilton's Mythology (1942).
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Theseus and the Minotaur

Rhyton in the shape of a bull's head, Heraklion
Archaeological Museum; shown here at the

Greek pavilion at Expo '88

Androgeus, son of Minos, had been killed by the Athenians, who were
jealous of the victories he had won at the Panathenaic festival. Others
say he was killed at Marathon by the Cretan bull, his mother's former
taurine lover, which Aegeus, king of Athens, had commanded him to
slay. The common tradition is that Minos waged war to avenge the
death of his son and won. Catullus, in his account of the Minotaur's
birth,[11] refers to another version in which Athens was "compelled by
the cruel plague to pay penalties for the killing of Androgeos." Aegeus
must avert the plague caused by his crime by sending "young men at
the same time as the best of unwed girls as a feast" to the Minotaur.
Minos required that seven Athenian youths and seven maidens, drawn
by lots, be sent every seventh or ninth year (some accounts say every
year[12]) to be devoured by the Minotaur.

When the third sacrifice approached, Theseus volunteered to slay the
monster. He promised to his father, Aegeus, that he would put up a
white sail on his journey back home if he was successful and would
have the crew put up black sails if he was killed. In Crete, both Minos'
daughters, Ariadne and Phaedra fell madly in love with Theseus.

Ariadne, the elder, helped him navigate the labyrinth. In most accounts she gave him a ball of thread, allowing him
to retrace his path. Theseus killed the Minotaur with the sword of Aegeus and led the other Athenians back out of the
labyrinth. On the way home, Theseus abandoned Ariadne on the island of Naxos, and continued with Phaedra, his
future wife. He neglected, however, to put up the white sail. King Aegeus, from his lookout on Cape Sounion, saw
the black-sailed ship approach and, presuming his son dead, committed suicide by throwing himself into the sea that
is since named after him.[13] This act secured the throne for Theseus.

Etruscan view

Pasiphaë and the Minotaur, Attic red-figure kylix
found at Etruscan Vulci (Cabinet des Médailles,

Paris)

This essentially Athenian view of the Minotaur as the antagonist of
Theseus reflects the literary sources, which are biased in favour of
Athenian perspectives. The Etruscans, who paired Ariadne with
Dionysus, never with Theseus, offered an alternative Etruscan view of
the Minotaur, never seen in Greek arts: on an Etruscan red-figure
wine-cup of the early-to-mid fourth century Pasiphaë tenderly cradles
an infant Minotaur on her knee.[14]
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Interpretations

Theseus fighting the Minotaur by Jean-Etienne
Ramey, marble, 1826, Tuileries Gardens, Paris

The contest between Theseus and the Minotaur was frequently
represented in Greek art. A Knossian didrachm exhibits on one side the
labyrinth, on the other the Minotaur surrounded by a semicircle of
small balls, probably intended for stars; one of the monster's names
was Asterion ("star").

The ruins of Minos' palace at Knossos have been found, but the
labyrinth has not. The enormous number of rooms, staircases and
corridors in the palace has led some archaeologists to suggest that the
palace itself was the source of the labyrinth myth, an idea generally
discredited today.[15] Homer, describing the shield of Achilles,
remarked that the labyrinth was Ariadne's ceremonial dancing ground.

Some modern mythologists regard the Minotaur as a solar
personification and a Minoan adaptation of the Baal-Moloch of the
Phoenicians. The slaying of the Minotaur by Theseus in that case
indicates the breaking of Athenian tributary relations with Minoan

Crete.

The Minotaur in the Labyrinth, engraving of a
16th-century CE gem in the Medici Collection in

the Palazzo Strozzi, Florence[16]

According to A. B. Cook, Minos and Minotaur are only different forms
of the same personage, representing the sun-god of the Cretans, who
depicted the sun as a bull. He and J. G. Frazer both explain Pasiphaë's
union with the bull as a sacred ceremony, at which the queen of
Knossos was wedded to a bull-formed god, just as the wife of the
Tyrant in Athens was wedded to Dionysus. E. Pottier, who does not
dispute the historical personality of Minos, in view of the story of
Phalaris, considers it probable that in Crete (where a bull-cult may
have existed by the side of that of the labrys) victims were tortured by
being shut up in the belly of a red-hot brazen bull. The story of Talos,
the Cretan man of brass, who heated himself red-hot and clasped
strangers in his embrace as soon as they landed on the island, is
probably of similar origin.

A historical explanation of the myth refers to the time when Crete was the main political and cultural potency in the
Aegean Sea. As the fledgling Athens (and probably other continental Greek cities) was under tribute to Crete, it can
be assumed that such tribute included young men and women for sacrifice. This ceremony was performed by a priest
disguised with a bull head or mask, thus explaining the imagery of the Minotaur. It may also be that this priest was
son to Minos.
Once continental Greece was free from Crete's dominance, the myth of the Minotaur worked to distance the forming
religious consciousness of the Hellene poleis from Minoan beliefs.
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The Minotaur in Dante's Inferno

William Blake's image of the Minotaur to
illustrate Inferno XII

The Minotaur (infamia di Creti, "infamy of Crete"), appears briefly in
Dante's Inferno, in Canto 12 (l. 12-13, 16-21), where Dante and Virgil
find themselves picking their way among boulders dislodged on the
slope, and preparing to enter into the Seventh Circle.[17]

Dante and Virgil, his guide, encounter the beast first among those
damned for their violent natures, the "men of blood". In reversal to the
Greek myth and classical tradition, many commentators believe that
Dante bestowed the beast with a man's head upon a bull's body.[18]

Inferno XII, Lines 16-21.

From the Inferno

Lo savio mio inver' lui grido: "Forse

tu credi che qui sia 'l duca d'Atene,

che sú nel mondo la morte ti porse?

Pártiti, bestia, ché questi non vene

ammaestrato da la tua sorella,

ma vassi per veder la vostre pene."

English translation:

"My sage cried out to him: "You think,

perhaps, this is the Duke of Athens,

who in the world put you to death.

"Get away, you beast, for this man

does not come tutored by your sister

he comes to view your punishments."

The above lines are of Virgil taunting the Minotaur in order to distract him, and reminding the Minotaur that he was
killed by Theseus the Duke of Athens, and instructed by the monster's "sister" Ariadne. The Minotaur is also the first
infernal guardian whom Virgil and Dante come across within the walls of Dis (the fallen angels, Erinyes [Furies],
and the unseen Medusa were located on the city's defensive ramparts in Canto IX). The Minotaur seems to represent
the entire zone of Violence similar to how Geryon represents Fraud in Canto XVI, and holds a similar role in that he
is the gatekeeper for the entire seventh Circle.[19]

Giovanni Boccaccio's makes this comparison in his literary commentary of the Commedia, he states, "When he had
grown up and become a most ferocious animal, and of incredible strength, they tell that Minos had him shut up in a
prison called the labyrinth, and that he had sent to him there all those whom he wanted to die a cruel death".[20]

Whereas Dante Gabriel Rossetti, in his own commentary[21][22] compares the Minotaur with all three sins of violence
within the seventh circle: "The Minotaur, who is situated at the rim of the tripartite circle, fed, according to the poem
was biting himself (violence against oneself) and was conceived in the 'false cow' (violence against nature, daughter
of God)."
After the taunting, Virgil and Dante pass quickly by to the centaurs, (Nessus, Chiron, Pholus, and Nessus) who guard
the Flegetonte, "river of blood", to continue through the seventh Circle.[23]

This unusual association of the Minotaur with Centaurs, not made in any Classical source, is shown visually in
William Blake's rendering of the Minotaur (illustration) as a kind of taurine centaur himself.
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Calydonian Boar

The Calydonian Hunt shown on a Roman frieze (Ashmolean Museum, Oxford)[1]

The Calydonian Boar is one of the
monsters of Greek mythology that had to be
overcome by heroes of the Olympian age.
Sent by Artemis to ravage the region of
Calydon in Aetolia because its king failed to
honor her in his rites to the gods, it was
killed in the Calydonian Hunt, in which
many male heroes took part, but also a
powerful woman, Atalanta, who won its
hide by first wounding it with an arrow.
This outraged some of the men, with tragic
results. Strabo was under the impression that
the Calydonian Boar was an offspring of the
Crommyonian Sow vanquished by
Theseus.[2]

Importance in Greek mythology and art

The Calydonian Boar is one of the chthonic monsters in Greek mythology, each set in a specific locale. Sent by
Artemis to ravage the region of Calydon in Aetolia, it met its end in the Calydonian Hunt, in which all the heroes of
the new age pressed to take part, with the exception of Heracles, who vanquished his own Goddess-sent Erymanthian
Boar separately. Since the mythic event drew together numerous heroes[3]—among whom were many who were
venerated as progenitors of their local ruling houses among tribal groups of Hellenes into Classical times—the
Calydonian Boar hunt offered a natural subject in classical art, for it was redolent with the web of myth that gathered
around its protagonists on other occasions, around their half-divine descent and their offspring. Like the quest for the
Golden Fleece (Argonautica) or the Trojan War that took place the following generation, the Calydonian Hunt is one
of the nodes in which much Greek myth comes together.
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Tondo of a Laconian black-figure cup by the Naucratis Painter, ca. 555 BCE
(Louvre)

Both Homer[4] and Hesiod and their
listeners were aware of the details of this
myth, but no surviving complete account
exists: some papyrus fragments found at
Oxyrhynchus are all that survive of
Stesichorus' telling;[5] the myth repertory
called Bibliotheke ("The Library") contains
the gist of the tale, and before that was
compiled the Roman poet Ovid told the
story in some colorful detail in his
Metamorphoses.[6]

Hunt

King Oeneus ("wine man") of Calydon, an
ancient city of west-central Greece north of
the Gulf of Patras, held annual harvest
sacrifices to the gods on the sacred hill. One
year the king forgot to include Great

"Artemis of the Golden Throne" in his offerings[7] Insulted, Artemis, the "Lady of the Bow", loosed the biggest,
most ferocious boar imaginable on the countryside of Calydon. It rampaged throughout the countryside, destroying
vineyards and crops, forcing people to take refuge inside the city walls (Ovid), where they began to starve.

Oeneus sent messengers out to look for the best hunters in Greece, offering them the boar's pelt and tusks as a
prize.[8]

Roman marble sarcophagus from Vicovaro, carved with the Calydonian Hunt (Palazzo
dei Conservatori, Rome)

Among those who responded were
some of the Argonauts, Oeneus' own
son Meleager, and, remarkably for the
Hunt's eventual success, one woman—
the huntress Atalanta, the
"indomitable", who had been suckled
by Artemis as a she-bear and raised as
a huntress, a proxy for Artemis herself
(Kerenyi; Ruck and Staples). Artemis
appears to have been divided in her
motives, for it was also said that she
had sent the young huntress because she knew her presence would be a source of division, and so it was: many of the
men, led by Kepheus and Ankaios, refused to hunt alongside a woman. It was the smitten Meleager who convinced
them.[9] Nonetheless it was Atalanta who first succeeded in wounding the boar with an arrow,
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Meleager et Atalanta, after Giulio Romano.

although Meleager finished it off, and
offered the prize to Atalanta, who had
drawn first blood. But the sons of
Thestios, who considered it disgraceful
that a woman should get the trophy
where men were involved, took the
skin from her, saying that it was
properly theirs by right of birth, if
Meleagros chose not to accept it.
Outraged by this,[10] Meleagros slew
the sons of Thestios and again gave the
skin to Atalanta (Bibliotheke).
Meleager's mother, sister of Meleager's
slain uncles, took the fatal brand from
the chest where she had kept it (see Meleager) and threw it once more on the fire; as it was consumed, Meleager died
on the spot, as the Fates had foretold. Thus Artemis achieved her revenge against King Oeneus.

Woodcut illustration for Raphael Regius's edition of Metamorphoses, Venice, ca.
1518

During the hunt, Peleus accidentally killed
his host Eurytion. In the course of the hunt
and its aftermath, many of the hunters
turned upon one another, contesting the
spoils, and so the Goddess continued to be
revenged (Kerenyi, 114): "But the goddess
again made a great stir of anger and crying
battle, over the head of the boar and the
bristling boar's hide, between Kouretes and
the high-hearted Aitolians" (Homer, Iliad,
ix.543).

The boar's hide that was preserved in the
Temple of Athena Alae at Tegea in Laconia
was reputedly that of the Calydonian Boar,

"rotted by age and by now altogether without bristles" by the time Pausanias saw it in the second century CE. He
noted that the tusks had been taken to Rome as booty from the defeated allies of Mark Anthony by Augustus; "one of
the tusks of the Calydonian boar has been broken", Pausanias reports, "but the remaining one, having a
circumference of about half a fathom,[11] was dedicated in the Emperor's gardens, in a shrine of Dionysos".[12] The
Calydonian Hunt was the theme of the temple's main pediment.
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Hunters
The heroes who participated assembled from all over Hellas, according to Homer;[13] Bacchylides called them "the
best of the Hellenes".[14]

The table lists:
• Those seen by Pausanias on the Temple of Athena Alea at Tegea.
• Those listed by Latin mythographer Hyginus (Fabulae 30); they include Deucalion, whose connection is unlikely.
• Those noted in Ovid's list from the 8th Book of his Metamorphoses.

Hero Pausanias Hyginus Ovid Notes

Acastus √ "a splendid javelin- thrower" (Ovid, VIII, 306).

Admetus √ √ the son of Pheres, from Pherae

Alcon √ √ one of three sons of Hippocoon or Ares from Amykles in Thrace

Amphiaraus √ √ the son of Oicles, from Argos; "As yet unruined by his wicked wife", i. e. Eriphyle (Ovid).

Ancaeus √ √ √ "from Parrhasia" (Ovid), son of Lycurgus, killed by the boar. In Ovid's account Ancaeus wielded a
two-headed axe but he was undone by his boastfulness which gave the boar time enough to charge
him: Ancaeus was speared on the boar's tusks at the upper part of the groin and guts burst forth
from the gashes it had made.

Asclepius √ son of Apollo

Atalanta √ √ √ called Tegeaea ("of Tegea") by Ovid, the daughter of Skoineus, from Arcadia

Caeneus √ √ son of Elatus; Ovid notes that Caeneus was "now no longer a woman" (VIII, 305).

Castor and
Pollux

√ √ √ the Dioscuri, sons of Zeus and Leda, from Lacedaemon

Cepheus, from
Arcadia

Cteatus √ brother of Eurytus, son of Actor.

Deucalion, son
of Minos

√

Dryas of
Calydon

√ √ son of Ares (Hyginus notes him as "son of Iapetus")

Echion √ √ son of Mercurius (Hermes); Ovid says "the first spear ... was launched from Echion's shoulder."
(VIII, 345).

Enaesimus √ √ one of three sons of Hippocoon or Ares from Amykles in Thrace

Epochus √

Euphemus √ son of Poseidon

Eurypylus

Eurytion √ accidentally run through with the javelin of Peleus

Eurytus √ son of Mercurius (Hermes)

Hippasus, son
of Eurytus

√ √

Hippothous √ √ √ the son of Kerkyon, son of Agamedes, son of Stymphalos

Hyleus √ killed by the boar

Iason √ √ Aeson’s son, from Iolkos

Idas √ √ and Lynceus, sons of Aphareus, from Messene
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Iolaus √ √ √ son of Iphicles, nephew of Heracles

Iphicles the twin of Heracles, who took no part, Amphitryon’s mortal son, from Thebes

Kometes and
Prothous

√ √ the sons of Thestios, Meleager's uncles

Laertes √ son of Arcesius, Odysseus' father

Lelex √ of Naryx in Locria

Leucippus √ √ one of three sons of Hippocoon or Ares from Amykles in Thrace

Lynceus and
Idas

√ √

Meleager √ √ √ son of Oineus

the Moliones or
Actorides

√

Mopsus √ √ son of Ampycus

Nestor √ "Still in his prime" Ovid says.

Panopeus √

Peleus √ √ √ son of Aiakos, father of Achilles from Phthia

Phoenix √ √ son of Amyntor

Phyleus √ from Elis

Pirithous √ √ son of Ixion, from Larissa, the friend of Theseus

Plexippus √ √ brother of Toxeus, slain by Meleager

Polydeuces √ √ √

Prothous and
Kometes

√ √ the sons of Thestios, Meleager's uncles

Telamon √ √ √ son of Aeacus

Theseus of
Athens

√ √ √ faced another dangerous chthonic creature, the dusky wild Crommyonian Sow, on a separate
occasion. Strabo (Geography 8.6.22) reckoned she was the mother of the Calydonian Boar, but
there are no hints within the myths to link the two and suggest Strabo might have been right.

Toxeus √ brother of Plexippus, slain by Meleager

The states which sent help to Oeneus
• Ternerdos, Iolcos, Sparta, Pleurone, Messene, Perrhaebia, Phthia, Magnesia, Salamin, Calydon, Thessalia,

Oechialia, Ithaca, Tegea, Crete, Dolopia, Athens, [Magnesia], and Arcadia.(Hyginus, Fabulae 173A)

Notes
[1] Ex-collection the textiles merchant Sir Francis Cook, assembled in Victorian times at Doughty House, in Richmond, south-west London.
[2] Strabo, Geography viii.6.22
[3] Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheke1.8.2
[4] Phoinix's long digression on Meleager and the war before Calydon embodies many parallels with the War of Troy: they are identified and

analyzed by S. C. R. Swain, "A Note on Iliad 9.524-99: The Story of Meleager", The Classical Quarterly New Series, 38.2 (1988), pp.
271-276.

[5] Strabo, referring to events of the Hunt, does remark "as the poet says" (Geography 10.3.6).
[6] Xenophon, Cynegetica x provides some details of boar-hunting in reality; other classical sources related to boar hunting are assembled in J.

Aymard, Essai sur les chasses romaines (Paris 1951) pp 297-329.
[7] Iliad ix.933; the poet's concern is with Meleager's role in the battle begun over the boar's carcass, which embroiled Meleager and the Curetes,

who were attacking his city of Calydon, rather than with the hunt itself, which he swiftly summarizes in a handful of lines.
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[8] The pelt remained a trophy at the temple of Tegea, which was enriched with prominent reliefs of the Calydonian Hunt, in which the Boar took
the central place in the composition. The temple, however, was dedicated not to Artemis, but to that other Virgin Goddess, Athena Alea

[9] Euripides, fragment 520, noted by Kerenyi p. 119 and note 673.
[10] "He had honoured a stranger woman above them and set kinship aside", Diodorus Siculus noted.
[11] A Greek fathom—orgyia—was the equivalent of six podes each of 29.6 centimeters; the circumference of the relic at its base was about 89

centimeters; a tusk that was over 29 centimeters through could only have been a mammoth tusk or that of one of the recently-extinct European
Straight-tusked Elephants. Adrienne Mayor, in The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology In Greek and Roman Times, has suggested that fossils
like tusks of Deinotherium found in Greece helped generate myths of archaic giant beings.

[12] Pausanias, Description of Greece viii.47.2.
[13] Homer, Iliad ix.544.
[14] Bacchylides, Epinikia 5.111.
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Chimera

The Chimera on a red-figure Apulian plate, ca
350–340 BC (Musée du Louvre)

(not to be confused with Hemera, the Greek goddess of daytime)

The Chimera (also Chimaera or Chimæra) (   /kɪˈmɪərə/ or
/kaɪˈmɪərə/; Greek: Χίμαιρα, Khimaira, from χίμαρος, khimaros,
"she-goat") was, according to Greek mythology, a monstrous
fire-breathing female creature of Lycia in Asia Minor, composed of the
parts of three animals: a lion, a serpent and a goat. Usually depicted as
a lion, with the head of a goat arising from its back, and a tail that
ended in a snakes's head,[1] the Chimera was one of the offspring of
Typhon and Echidna and a sibling of such monsters as Cerberus and
the Lernaean Hydra. The term chimera has also come to describe any
mythical or fictional animal with parts taken from various animals.

Description

Homer's brief description in the Iliad[2] is the earliest surviving literary reference: "a thing of immortal make, not
human, lion-fronted and snake behind, a goat in the middle,[3] and snorting out the breath of the terrible flame of
bright fire".[4] Elsewhere in the Iliad, Homer attributes the rearing of Chimera to Amisodorus.[5] Hesiod's Theogony
follows the Homeric description: he makes the Chimera the issue of Echidna: "She was the mother of Chimaera who
breathed raging fire, a creature fearful, great, swift-footed and strong, who had three heads, one of a grim-eyed
lion; in her hinderpart, a dragon; and in her middle, a goat, breathing forth a fearful blast of blazing fire. Her did

Pegasus and noble Bellerophon slay"[6] The author of the Bibliotheca concurs:[7] descriptions agree that she breathed 
fire. The Chimera is generally considered to have been female (see the quotation from Hesiod above) despite the
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mane adorning its lion's head, the inclusion of a close mane often was depicted on lionesses, but the ears always
were visible (that does not occur with depictions of male lions). Sighting the Chimera was an omen of storms,
shipwrecks, and natural disasters (particularly volcanoes).[8]

"Chimera of Arezzo": an Etruscan bronze

While there are different genealogies, in one version the Chimera
mated with her brother Orthrus and mothered the Sphinx and the
Nemean lion (others have Orthrus and their mother, Echidna, mating;
most attribute all to Typhon and Echidna).

The Chimera finally was defeated by Bellerophon, with the help of
Pegasus, at the command of King Iobates of Lycia. Since Pegasus
could fly, Bellerophon shot the Chimera from the air, safe from her
heads and breath.[9] A scholiast to Homer adds that he finished her off
by equipping his spear with a lump of lead that melted when exposed
to the Chimera's fiery breath and consequently killed her, an image
drawn from metalworking.[10]

Gold reel, possibly an ear-stud, with winged
Pegasus (outer band) and the Chimera (inner

band), Magna Graecia or Etruria, fourth century
BC (Louvre)

The Chimera was situated in foreign Lycia,[11] but her representation in
the arts was wholly Greek.[12] An autonomous tradition, one that did
not rely on the written word, was represented in the visual repertory of
the Greek vase-painters. The Chimera first appears at an early stage in
the proto-Corinthian pottery-painters' repertory, providing some of the
earliest identifiable mythological scenes that can be recognized in
Greek art. The Corinthian type is fixed, after some early hesitation, in
the 670s BC; the variations in the pictorial representations suggest to
Marilyn Low Schmitt[13] a multiple origin. The fascination with the
monstrous devolved by the end of the seventh century into a decorative
Chimera-motif in Corinth,[14] while the motif of Bellerophon on
Pegasus took on a separate existence alone. A separate Attic tradition,
where the goats breathe fire and the animal's rear is serpent-like, begins
with such confidence that Marilyn Low Schmitt[15] is convinced there
must be unrecognized earlier local prototypes. Two vase-painters
employed the motif so consistently they are given the pseudonyms the

Bellerophon Painter and the Chimaera Painter. A fire-breathing lioness was one of the earliest of solar and war
deities in Ancient Egypt (representations from 3000 years prior to the Greek) and influences are feasible.

In Etruscan civilization, the Chimera appears in the "Orientalizing" period that precedes Etruscan Archaic art; that is
to say, very early indeed. The Chimera appears in Etruscan wall-paintings of the fourth century BC.
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Pebble mosaic depicting Bellerophon killing the
Chimera, from Rhodes archaeological museum

Robert Graves suggests,[16] "The Chimera was, apparently, a
calendar-symbol of the tripartite year, of which the seasonal emblems
were lion, goat, and serpent."

In Medieval art, though the Chimera of Antiquity was forgotten,
chimerical figures appear as embodiments of the deceptive, even
Satanic forces of raw nature. Provided with a human face and a scaly
tail, as in Dante's vision of Geryon in Inferno xvii.7–17, 25–27, hybrid
monsters, more akin to the Manticore of Pliny's Natural History
(viii.90), provided iconic representations of hypocrisy and fraud well
into the seventeenth century, through an emblemmatic representation
in Cesare Ripa's Iconologia.[17]

Classical sources
The myths of the Chimera can be found in Pseudo-Apollodorus' Bibliotheca (book 1), Homer's Iliad (book 6);
Hyginus' Fabulae 57 and 151; Ovid's Metamorphoses (book VI 339; IX 648); and Hesiod's Theogony 319ff.
Virgil, in the Aeneid (book 5) employs Chimaera for the name of Gyas' gigantic ship in the ship-race, with possible
allegorical significance in contemporary Roman politics.[18]

Hypothesis about origin

The eternal fires of Chimera in Lycia where the myth takes place

Pliny the Elder cited Ctesias and quoted Photius
identifying the Chimera with an area of permanent gas
vents which still can be found today by hikers on the
Lycian Way in southwest Turkey. Called in Turkish
Yanartaş (flaming rock), it consists of some two dozen
vents in the ground, grouped in two patches on the
hillside above the Temple of Hephaestus about 3 km
north of Çıralı, near ancient Olympos, in Lycia. The vents
emit burning methane thought to be of metamorphic
origin, which in ancient times were landmarks by which
sailors could navigate.

The Neo-Hittite Chimera from Carchemish, dated to
850–750 BC, which is now housed in the Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations[19] no doubt served as a basis for the Greek legend. It differs from the Greek version in that
while there are three heads, none of them is that of a goat, only a main human head, a lion's head facing forward and
placed on the chest of the lion's body, and a snake's head placed at the end of the tail.
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Use for Chinese mythological creatures
Some western scholars of Chinese art, starting with Victor Segalen, use the word "chimera" generically to refer to
winged quadrupeds, such as bixie, tianlu, and even qilin.[20]

Notes
[1] Peck, "Chimaera" (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 04. 0062:entry=chimaera-harpers).
[2] Homer, Iliad 6.179–182 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 01. 0134:book=6:card=156)
[3] "The creature was a goat; a young goat that had seen but one winter was called chimaira in Greek". (Kerenyi 1959:82).
[4] In Richmond Lattimore's translation.
[5] Homer, Iliad, 16.328–329 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Hom. + Il. + 16. 327)
[6] Hesiod Theogony 319–325 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Hes. + Th. + 319) in Hugh Evelyn-White's translation.
[7] Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 2.3.1 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 01.

0022:text=Library:book=2:chapter=3:section=1): "it had the fore part of a lion, the tail of a dragon, and its third head, the middle one, was
rough which it belched fire. And it devastated the country and harried the cattle; for it was a single creature with the power of three beasts. It is
said, too, that this Chimera was bred by Amisodarus, as Homer also affirms,3 and that it was begotten by Typhon on Echidna, as Hesiod
relates".

[8] Chimera Mythology (http:/ / www. thegreekgods. org/ Chimera_Mythology. htm)
[9] Pindar: Olympian Odes, 13.84–90 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 01. 0162:book=O. :poem=13);

Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 2.3.2 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:text:1999. 01.
0022:text=Library:book=2:chapter=3:section=2); Hesiod, Theogony 319 ff (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Hes. + Th. +
319).

[10][10] Graves, section 75, note
[11] Homer, Iliad 16.328–329 (http:/ / www. perseus. tufts. edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Hom. + Il. + 16. 327), links her breeding to the Trojan ally

Amisodarus of Lycia, as a plague for men.
[12] Anne Roes "The Representation of the Chimaera" The Journal of Hellenic Studies 54.1 (1934), pp. 21–25, adduces Ancient Near Eastern

conventions of winged animals who wings end in animal heads.
[13] This outline of Chimera motifs follows Marilyn Low Schmitt, "Bellerophon and the Chimaera in Archaic Greek Art" American Journal of

Archaeology 70.4 (October 1966), pp. 341–347.
[14] Later coins struck at Sicyon, near Corinth, bear the chimera-motif. (Schmitt 1966:344 note.
[15][15] Schmitt 1966.
[16][16] Graves 1960:sect.34.2.
[17] John F. Moffitt, "An Exemplary Humanist Hybrid: Vasari's 'Fraude' with Reference to Bronzino's 'Sphinx'" Renaissance Quarterly 49.2

(Summer 1996), pp. 303–333, traces the chimeric image of Fraud backwards from Bronzino.
[18] W.S.M. Nicoll, "Chasing Chimaeras" The Classical Quarterly New Series, 35.1 (1985), pp. 134–139.
[19][19] fr:Fichier:Museum of Anatolian Civilizations080.jpg
[20] Barry Till (1980), "Some Observations on Stone Winged Chimeras at Ancient Chinese Tomb Sites", Artibus Asiae 42 (4): 261–281,

JSTOR 3250032
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Pegasus

Pegasus

Bellerophon riding Pegasus (1914)
Parents Poseidon and Medusa

Siblings Chrysaor

Mount Mt. Olympus

Pegasus (Ancient Greek: Πήγασος, Pégasos, Latin Pegasus) is one of the best known mythological creatures in
Greek mythology. He is a winged divine horse, usually depicted as white in colour. He was sired by Poseidon, in his
role as horse-god, and foaled by the Gorgon Medusa.[1] He was the brother of Chrysaor, born at a single birthing
when his mother was decapitated by Perseus. Greco-Roman poets write about his ascent to heaven after his birth and
his obeisance to Zeus, king of the gods, who instructed him to bring lightning and thunder from Olympus. Friend of
the Muses, Pegasus is the creator of Hippocrene, the fountain on Mt. Helicon. He was captured by the Greek hero
Bellerophon near the fountain Peirene with the help of Athena and Poseidon. Pegasus allows the hero to ride him to
defeat a monster, the Chimera, before realizing many other exploits. His rider, however, falls off his back trying to
reach Mount Olympus. Zeus transformed him into the constellation Pegasus and placed him up in the sky.
Hypotheses have been proposed regarding its relationship with the Muses, the gods Athena, Poseidon, Zeus, Apollo,
and the hero Perseus.
The symbolism of Pegasus varies with time. Symbol of wisdom and especially of fame from the Middle Ages until
the Renaissance, he became one symbol of the poetry and the creator of sources in which the poets come to draw
inspiration, particularly in the 19th century. Pegasus is the subject of a very rich iconography, especially through the
ancient Greek pottery and paintings and sculptures of the Renaissance. Personification of the water, solar myth, or
shaman mount, Carl Jung and his followers have seen in Pegasus a profound symbolic esoteric in relation to the
spiritual energy that allows to access to the realm of the gods on Mount Olympus.
In the 20th and 21st century, he appeared in movies, in fantasy, in video games and in role play, where by extension,
the term "pegasus" (plural: "pegasi") is often used to refer to any winged horse.

Etymology
The poet Hesiod connects the name Pegasus with the word for "spring, well", pēgē: "the pegai of Okeanos, where he
was born."[2]

A proposed etymology of the name is Luwian pihassas, meaning "lightning", and Pihassassi, a local Luwian-Hittite
name in southern Cilicia of a weather god represented with thunder and lightning. The proponents of this etymology
adduce Pegasus' role, reported as early as Hesiod, as bringer of thunderbolts to Zeus.[3] Fox (2009) criticizes this
suggestion, saying that the connection of Pegasus with lightning bolts may be secondary, based on the
"like-sounding name" of the Luwian god.[4]
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Pegasus and springs

Pegasus, as the horse of Muses, was put on the
roof of Poznań Opera House (Max Littmann,

1910)

According to legend, everywhere the winged horse struck his hoof to
the earth, an inspiring spring burst forth. One of these springs was
upon the Muses' Mount Helicon, the Hippocrene ("horse spring"),[5]

opened, Antoninus Liberalis suggested,[6] at the behest of Poseidon to
prevent the mountain swelling with rapture at the song of the Muses;
another was at Troezen.[7] Hesiod relates how Pegasus was peacefully
drinking from a spring when the hero Bellerophon captured him.
Hesiod also says Pegasus carried thunderbolts for Zeus.

Birth

There are several versions of the birth of the winged stallion and his
brother Chrysaor in the far distant place at the edge of Earth, Hesiod's
"springs of Oceanus, which encircles the inhabited earth, where
Perseus found Medusa:

One is that they sprang from the blood issuing from Medusa's neck as
Perseus was beheading her,[8] similar to the manner in which Athena
was born from the head of Zeus. In another version, when Perseus beheaded Medusa, they were born of the Earth,
fed by the Gorgon's blood. A variation of this story holds that they were formed from the mingling of Medusa's
blood, Pain and sea foam, implying that Poseidon had involvement in their making. The last version bears
resemblance to the birth of Aphrodite.

Pedigree of Pegasus

Sire
Poseidon

Cronus Uranus Gaïa or Nyx

Gaïa or Nyx

Gaïa Chaos

Chaos

Rhea Uranus Gaïa or Nyx

Gaïa or Nyx

Gaïa Chaos

Chaos

Dam
Medusa

Phorcys Pontus Ether or Uranus

Gaïa

Gaïa Chaos

Chaos

Ceto Pontus Ether or Uranus

Gaïa

Gaïa Chaos

Chaos
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Bellerophon
Pegasus aided the hero Bellerophon in his fight against both the Chimera and the Amazons. There are varying tales
as to how Bellerophon found Pegasus; the most common[9] says that the hero was told by Polyeidos to sleep in the
temple of Athena, where the goddess visited him in the night and presented him with a golden bridle. The next
morning, still clutching the bridle, he found Pegasus drinking at the Pierian spring

Perseus

Parthian era bronze plate depicting Pegasus
("Pegaz" in Persian), excavated in Masjed

Soleyman, Khūzestān, Iran.

Michaud's Biographie universelle relates that when Pegasus was born,
he flew to where thunder and lightning is released. Then, according to
certain versions of the myth, Athena tamed him and gave him to
Perseus, who flew to Ethiopia to help Andromeda.[10]

In fact Pegasus is a late addition to the story of Perseus, who flew on
his own with the sandals loaned him by Hermes.

Olympus

Pegasus and Athena left Bellerophon and continued to Olympus where
he was stabled with Zeus' other steeds, and was given the task of

carrying Zeus' thunderbolts. Because of his faithful service to Zeus, he was honored with transformation into a
constellation.[11] On the day of his catasterism, when Zeus transformed him into a constellation, a single feather fell
to the earth near the city of Tarsus.[12]

Legacy

World War II

The emblem of the World War II, British
Airborne Forces, Bellerophon riding the flying

horse Pegasus.

During World War II, the silhouetted image of Bellerophon the
warrior, mounted on the winged Pegasus, was adopted by the United
Kingdom's newly-raised parachute troops in 1941 as their upper sleeve
insignia. The image clearly symbolized a warrior arriving at a battle by
air, the same tactics used by paratroopers. The square upper-sleeve
insignia comprised Bellerophon/Pegasus in light blue on a maroon
background. The insignia was designed by famous English novelist
Daphne du Maurier, who was married to the commander of the 1st
Airborne Division (and later the expanded British Airborne Forces),
General Frederick "Boy" Browning. According to The British Army
Website, the insignia was designed by Major Edward Seago in May,
1942. The maroon background on the insignia was later used again by
the Airborne Forces when they adopted the famous maroon beret in
Summer 1942. The beret was the origin of the German nickname for
British airborne troops, The Red Devils. Today's Parachute Regiment
carries on the maroon beret tradition.

During the airborne phase of the Normandy invasion on the night of 5–6 June 1944, British 6th Airborne Division
captured all its key objectives in advance of the seaborne assault, including the capture and holding at all costs of a
vital bridge over the Caen Canal, near Ouistreham. In memory of their tenacity, the bridge has been known ever
since as Pegasus Bridge.
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Popular culture
The winged horse that has provided an instantly recognizable corporate logo or emblem of inspiration.

References
[1] Medusa, in her archaic centaur-like form. He appears in the incised relief on a mid-7th century BCE vase from Boeotia at the Louvre

(CA795), illustrated in John Boardman, Jasper Griffin and Oswyn Murray, Greece and the Hellenistic World (Oxford University Press) 1988,
fig p 87.

[2] Noted by Karl Kerenyi, The Heroes of the Greeks, 1959:80: "In the name Pegasos itself the connection with a spring, pege, is expressed."
[3] The connection of Pegasus with Pihassas was suggested by H.T. Bossert, "Die phönikisch-hethitischen Bilinguen vom Karatepe", Jahrbuch

für kleinasiatische Forschung, 2 1952/53:333, P. Frei, "Die Bellerophontessaga und das Alte Testament", in B. Janowski, K. Koch and G.
Wilhelm, eds., Religionsgeschichtliche Beziehungen zwischen Kleinasien, Nordsyrien und der Alte Testament, 1993:48f, and Hutter, "Der
luwische Wettergott pihašsašsi under der griechischen Pegasos", in Chr. Zinko, ed. Studia Onomastica et Indogermanica... 1995:79-98, all
noted in Robin Lane Fox, Travelling Heroes in the Epic Age of Homer, 2009:207f.

[4] "a storm god is not the origin of a horse. However, he had a like-sounding name, and Greek visitors to Cilicia may have connected their
existing Pegasus with Zeus's lightning after hearing about this 'Pihassassi' and his functions and assuming, wrongly, he was their own Pegasus
in a foreign land." Fox 2009:208.

[5] Pausanias, 9. 31. 3.
[6] Antoninus Liberalis, Metamorphoses 9
[7][7] Pausanias, 2. 31. 9.
[8] Hesiod, Theogony 281; Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheke 2. 42, et al. Harris, Stephen L. and Gloria Platzner. Classical Mythology: Images

and Insights. 2nd ed. (New York: Mayfield Publishing), 1998. 234.
[9] For example in Pindar, Olympian Ode 13.
[10] Michaud, Joseph F. & Michaud, Louis G. (1833). Michaud Frères. ed (in French). Biographie universelle, ancienne et moderne, ou Histoire,

par ordre alphabétique, de la vie publique et privée de tous les hommes qui se sont fait remarquer par leurs écrits, leurs actions, leurs talents,
leurs vertus ou leurs crimes (http:/ / books. google. com/ ?id=HGRIAAAAMAAJ& pg=PA284& dq=PÃ©gase). 5. . Retrieved 23 June 2009

[11] Aratus, Phaenomena 206; Scott Littleton, Mythology. The Illustrated Anthology of World Myth & Storytelling London: Duncan Baird,
2002:147. ISBN 1-903296-37-4

[12] Grimal, Pierre (4 September 1996). Trans. by A. R. Maxwell-Hyslop. ed. The Dictionary of Classical Mythology. Oxford: Blackwell
Publishing. p. 349. ISBN 978-0-631-20102-1.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Centaur
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boeotia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Louvre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Karl_Kerenyi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cilicia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zeus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pausanias_%28geographer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hesiod
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Theogony
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bibliotheke
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pindar
http://books.google.com/?id=HGRIAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA284&dq=P%C3%A9gase
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aratus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:BookSources/1903296374


Article Sources and Contributors 410

Article Sources and Contributors
Greek hero cult  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=496465789  Contributors: Adam Bishop, Alexikoua, Anville, BD2412, Bacchiad, Batman2010, CanadianLinuxUser,
Catalographer, CaveatLector, ChrisO, Colonies Chris, Cynwolfe, Dbachmann, Deucalionite, Doc Strange, Elliehugs x, Flowerpotman, Foo1942, FreplySpang, Furrykef, GreatWhiteNortherner,
Hairy Dude, Hannah standeven, Himanshudalmia, Katieh5584, Knyght27, Korath, LittleWink, Loremaster, Materialscientist, MaxSem on AWB wheels, Meelar, Michael Hardy, MishaPan,
MrMichaelX, Neutrality, Peter Delmonte, Philip Trueman, Pigman, Pollinosisss, Sabin4232, SamSandy, Shantavira, Sj, Skysmith, Thecheesykid, Tide rolls, Tot12, TreasuryTag, TutterMouse,
Wetman, WikiPuppies, Wikiklrsc, William Avery, Woodshed, 63 anonymous edits

Heracles  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=503498972  Contributors: (, + + Mythman or Mothman? + +, -Ril-, 192.146.136.xxx, 63.192.137.xxx, ABF, AXRL, Aaronbrick,
Abhorsen327, Abyca, Academic Challenger, Acalamari, Addshore, Adrian.benko, Akhilleus, Al3xil, Albmont, Ale jrb, Alex43223, Alexanderha2, Alexey Feldgendler, AlexiusHoratius,
Alistairbb, Alsandair, Amiane, Amit6, Ams80, Anastasios, Ande B., Andonic, Andre Engels, Andres, Andrew Dalby, Andux, Anilocra, Annonnimus, Anomo, Anonymous editor, Antandrus,
Anthony Appleyard, Aogail, Apoyon, Appraiser, Aquafish, Ardonik, Aremith, Argyrosargyrou, Aris Katsaris, ArnoLagrange, Art LaPella, Arthus, Astavrou, Aton ra, Austriacus, AxelBoldt,
BD2412, BVBede, Baa, Babbage, Bacchiad, Bahramm 2, Banazir, Baranxtu, Bark, Barticus88, BaseballDetective, Benc, Bender235, BishopBerkeley, Blankfaze, Bmcdaniel, Bnutt, BoMEpsilon,
Bobvila2, Bogey97, Bomac, Bonesiii, Bookworm857158367, Borgx, BrettAllen, Brick91, Brons, Bryan Derksen, Bua333, ByteofKnowledge, CDThieme, Caltas, CambridgeBayWeather, Can't
sleep, clown will eat me, CanadianLinuxUser, CardinalDan, Catalographer, Ccson, Cessator, Charles Matthews, Chovin, ChrisO, ChristianAnger, Cinemajay, Cinik, CoeurDeLion, Colonies
Chris, Cometstyles, CommonsDelinker, Conversion script, CovenantD, CrazySexyCool, Creases, Cremepuff222, Cuchullain, Cureden, Curps, CyberCerberus, Cynwolfe, Cyucheng, DBWikis,
DC612, DHowell, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, DNewhall, DO'Neil, DVD R W, Dale Arnett, Dante Alighieri, Darsie, David.Monniaux, Davidiad, Dawn Bard, Dblk, DeadEyeArrow,
Deflective, Demicx, DennyColt, Deor, Derek Ross, Didactohedron, Dina, Dissolve, Diverman, Dominik92, Doradus, Doug Coldwell, Dreadpiratetif, Dreadstar, DreamGuy, Dwslassls, Dycedarg,
EALacey, ERcheck, ESkog, Eceresa, Ed Poor, Edgeweyes, Ekwos, El C, Eluard, Elvenscout742, Enter_the_Dragon, Ephyon, Ercolev, Eric-Wester, Eric119, Erolos, Etaoin, Everyking, Falcorian,
Farosdaughter, FerralMoonrender, Fetofs, Flewis, Flowersofnight, Flygongengar, Flyingcheese, Fordmadoxfraud, Francis Ocoma, Frehley, Fruckert, FruitMonkey, Fusionmix, Future Perfect at
Sunrise, GHe, Gadget17, Gaff, Gary King, Gatta, Gauss, Gentgeen, GeoGreg, Gilliam, Gjd001, Glenn, GlosterBoy, Gogo Dodo, Graham87, Grantsky, GreatWhiteNortherner, Grendelkhan,
Gryffindor, Gtrmp, GuitarDudeness, Guliolopez, Gurch, Gyozilla, Hadal, Haiduc, Hajor, HalloranElder, Hamamelis, Hazhk, Healthinspector, Hectonichus, Hectorian, Heptadecagram, Hihihi,
Hmains, Hspstudent, Husond, HustonJMarble, Hutchk26, ICE77, Ianking, Iapetus, Icairns, Ifnkovhg, Ignirtoq, Ihcoyc, Ilovetimdickel, Ilovewinegums, Ilyushka88, In twilight, Infrogmation,
Ioannes Tzimiskes, Irish Pearl, Isopropyl, J-Zeth, J.Seares, J.delanoy, JPX7, JYOuyang, Jallan, Jarble, Jasper, Java13690, Jayc78, Jdsteakley, Jean-Pol GRANDMONT, Jeendan, Jeronimo, Jess
Cully, JesterCountess, Jguk, Jhon montes24, Jimbluedog, Jmrowland, John D. Croft, John Price, John Vandenberg, JohnOwens, JohnnyRush10, Jomunro, Josh Grosse, Josiah Rowe, Julian
Grybowski, Juliancolton, Karl Dickman, Katalaveno, KathrynLybarger, Kchishol1970, Keilana, Ketiltrout, Kimon, King Isaac 3, Kingturtle, Korbannc, Kozushi, Kr4d0n, Krellis, Kwamikagami,
KyraVixen, LOL, LeaveSleaves, Lesouris, Lfh, Ligulem, Lil Miss Angelic, Llajwa, Llywrch, Logan 2006, Longbow4u, Looxix, Lord ciron 2.0, Luatha, Luk, Lupin, MONGO, MWiik,
MZMcBride, Macedonian, Maksym Ye., Malcolm Farmer, Man vyi, Marcd30319, Markusbradley, MattieTK, Mav, Maxim, MeekSaffron, MeltBanana, Mephistoles, Mgiganteus1, Mike R, Mike
Rosoft, Miskin, Mitsukai, Modemac, Monica tomas, Montrealais, Moonraker, Moreschi, Mountain, Mouse is back, Moverton, Mozman453, Msolis, Mstare88, Mswer, Myanw, NAHID, Narsil,
Ncrfgs, Neelix, Neostinker, Nerrolken, Netito777, Nihiltres, NikoSilver, Nirvesh, Nlu, No Account, No Guru, Noah Salzman, Ntsimp, Oda Mari, Odysses, Ojigiri, Omnipaedista, Oobopshark,
OwenX, Oxymoron83, Pablo X, Panoramix, PapaATe mah muFFin^7e, Paraxitic, Parnas, Party, Patito, Paul August, Per Honor et Gloria, PericlesofAthens, Peterdx, Philip Trueman, Phlyaristis,
Phuzion, Pictureuploader, Pigman, Pikawil, Piolinfax, Plrk, Poindexter Propellerhead, Polylerus, Possum, Prodego, Prolog, QuantumSquirrel, QuartierLatin1968, Quebec99, RMFan1,
RPlunk2853, Ragestorm, Rainer P., RandomCritic, RandomP, Rastrelli f, Raul654, Raven in Orbit, Reaper7, Redbird 41, Redheady1, Redmosquito720, Regrub the Viking, Renato Caniatti,
RepliCarter, RexNL, Rfaria, Ricardo Frantz, RickK, Rigadoun, Rjwilmsi, Robert K S, Robth, Romanm, Ronbarak, Rose Marie Aragon, Rrostrom, Rsm99833, Rtkat3, SSSN, Saberu2, Sam
Hocevar, Sanada Yuki-kun, SarahStierch, Sassf, Satanael, Sbfw, Scarecroe, SchfiftyThree, Schi, Schlagwerk, Sdumont, Shanel, Shanes, Sharkface217, Shauni, Shoemortgage, Sillyfolkboy,
Simon Peter Hughes, Singinglemon, Sit Happens, Skizzik, Slowking Man, Smettems, Smithjd, Snarkibartfast, Soetermans, Somno, Space Cadet, Stan Shebs, Stefan Kruithof, Stephenb, Steveking
89, Steven J. Anderson, Stevertigo, Sylent, Synchronism, T@nn, TOO, TUF-KAT, TXiKi, Tanvir Ahmmed, Tarana, Taurus2000, Ted87, Tellyaddict, Thayora, The Anome, The Epopt, The Man
in Question, The Rambling Man, The Thing That Should Not Be, The very last username, TheEgyptian, TheNWOInquisition, Thehappysmith, Theranos, Thexmanlight, Thue, Tiptoety, Titan
uranus, Titoxd, Tonalone, Tot12, Tpbradbury, Traaymakers, Tracy jacks, Trainik, Travissarandos, Trevor MacInnis, Tristanb, Tucci528, Twin Bird, Ugen64, Ulric1313, Ungo, Unionhawk,
UtherSRG, Uygefoqyw4, Vald, Vasauron, VenomousConcept, VioLetJade, WVhybrid, Wanderer57, Wareh, Watchdogb, Wclark, Werdan7, Wetman, Where, WhisperToMe, Wik, Wiki alf,
Wiki-uk, WikiDao, Wikibob, Wikiklrsc, Wimt, Winterpersia, Wolverine626, Woohookitty, Xanzzibar, Xargque, Xcentaur, Xer, Xevious, Xrossfire435, Xtron11, Zeusperson, Zoicon5, Zundark,
Zythe, Саша Стефановић, خالقیان, と あ る 白 い 猫, 889 anonymous edits

Theseus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=507506714  Contributors: -Ril-, 28421u2232nfenfcenc, ABF, Aaron Schulz, Abyca, Adam Bishop, Aeusoes1, Ahoerstemeier, Aitias,
Akendall, Akradecki, Alansohn, Alarbus, Alcazar84, Aldux, Ale jrb, Alfonze, Alidha125, Amit6, Amog, AnakngAraw, Anclation, Andre Engels, Andrei Iosifovich, Andres, AndriusG,
Anonymous editor, Antandrus, Apha, Apokryltaros, Arabani, ArglebargleIV, Ariaaria, Arthal, Astynax, Auss00, Azbarcea, BD2412, Bacchiad, Bart133, Bbatsell, Bejnar, Belovedfreak, Benbest,
Bigmantonyd, BillDeanCarter, Bobo192, Bongodadongo, Bongwarrior, Borisblue, Bowlhover, Brierkid, Brighterorange, Briséis, BrokenSphere, Bryan Derksen, BryanG, Bully rook, Caltas,
Canthusus, CapitalR, Capricorn42, Catalographer, Ccson, Chaleur, Cheapy, Child three, Ching chang go, Chris the speller, ChrisGualtieri, Cjenki11, Clewis4u91, Contaldo80, Conversion script,
Cosmicjay, Courcelles, Crazycomputers, CyberCerberus, D. Webb, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DD2K, DJ Clayworth, DReifGalaxyM31, DVD R W, Damac, Daniel32698, DasjvuodsV, David Edgar,
Davidiad, Davoid13, Dblk, Deconstructhis, Delirium, Deor, DerHexer, Deucalionite, Diagonalfish, Dlohcierekim, Doug Coldwell, Dougweller, Download, Dr.frog, Dreadstar, DreamGuy,
Dspradau, Duckgalrox, DéRahier, Ed Poor, Edderso, Ekuo, Ekwos, El C, El Greco, ElationAviation, Elijah98, Emilyelmo, Epbr123, Ericoides, Erik the Red 2, Euchiasmus, Evan Gonzales turns,
Excirial, Fabartus, Fabulous Creature, Falcon8765, Fama Clamosa, Favonian, Feezo, Filanca, FlamingSilmaril, Flowanda, Flowerparty, Fmercury1980, FocalPoint, Fordmadoxfraud, Gaius
Cornelius, Gareth Griffith-Jones, GeeJo, George Mel, Geosop, Gilliam, Gladrius, Glengordon01, GoldenXuniversity, Goplat, Goustien, Grafen, GreatWhiteNortherner, Gscshoyru, Haham
hanuka, HamburgerRadio, HarryHenryGebel, Heah, Healthinspector, Hockeydude25, HorsePunchKid, Hut 8.5, Hveziris, Hyperdemon, ICE77, Ileanadu, Ilovethewords, Iridescent, Island, It Is
Me Here, J-Zeth, J.B., J.delanoy, Jake, Jan1nad, JasonReeher, Jastrow, Javert, Jaydec, Jc37, Jdogno5, JerryFriedman, JesterCountess, Jic, Jim10701, Jim1138, Jodpurr, John K, John Price, JohnI,
Jojhutton, Jonnybgoode44, Jsderwin, Jshellworth, Jtheo, Jusdafax, Ka Faraq Gatri, Kanonkas, Karl Dickman, Kchishol1970, Kevinmon, Kimon, Knucmo2, Krea, Kwamikagami, Lacrimosus,
Lacrosseizmygame, Larry V, Levalley, LiDaobing, Lightdarkness, Lights, Linnell, Littleman1297, Llywrch, LoganTheGeshrat, Longsnout, Lord Emsworth, Luna Santin, Luxdormiens, MPF,
Ma'ame Michu, Mablanco, Macedonian, Macspaunday, Madhero88, Majora4, Maksym Ye., Mann jess, Mark91, Matt Deres, Matthew Dillenburg, Matveiko, Mav, Mayank Abhishek,
McGeddon, Mdebets, Methana, Michael93555, Mifter, Mintrick, Mkalo20, Mksmith, Modeha, Mottenen, MuffledThud, My76Strat, MystrangeaccountforEMslashS, Naerhu, Nascar1996,
Natesouthards, NathanielMondragon, Neddyseagoon, NeilN, NeoNerd, Nicke Lilltroll, Nihiltres, Nishkid64, Notpietru, Nrswanson, O0drogue0o, Omeganian, Omicronpersei8, OneWeirdDude,
OwenX, P Ingerson, PM800, Parodyslappers, Paul August, Pedro, Person447, Phantomsteve, Pharaoh of the Wizards, Phil5329, Philip Trueman, Phlyaristis, Pictureuploader, Pigman, Pinethicket,
Plutho, Postcello, Quantumobserver, Qxz, RadioKirk, RainbowOfLight, RandomP, Raven in Orbit, Rdsmith4, Reconsider the static, Redmosquito720, Reject 666 6, Renato Caniatti, Renie Anjeh,
Res2216firestar, Rettetast, RexNL, Reyriddler, Rich Farmbrough, Rje, RobertM525, Rocket71048576, Rogersansom, Roland Longbow, Roleprice42, Romanm, Rtkat3, Rufous-crowned Sparrow,
Russki516, Sandstein, Scafloc, SchfiftyThree, Schi, Schlagwerk, Seanskios, Senator Palpatine, Sergspergs, Shanes, Shrekkie45, Simonf, Siyang925, Slash, Slon02, Sparrowgoose, Spencer,
Spstockdale, Stan Shebs, Story anger me, Stratford490, Superk1a, Surrin5656, SusanLesch, Syrthiss, Syvanen, T@nn, Tad Lincoln, Tarquin, TexasAndroid, The Man in Question, The Nut, The
Thing That Should Not Be, TheDarkLordSeth, Theasus, Thehelpfulone, Theone00, Theranos, Thisisnotbrett, Tide rolls, Tod ed iz ard, Tohd8BohaithuGh1, Tomwashere, Tot12, TransUtopian,
Tucci528, Tutmosis, Twitters002, Urhixidur, Vega2, Versus22, WBardwin, Wahabijaz, Wapcaplet, Wetman, WhisperToMe, Whitti, Wiki-uk, WikipedianMarlith, Wikipelli, William Avery,
Wimt, Wknight94, Wrad, Wsiegmund, Xannyxanny, Yaris678, Yartow, Yllosubmarine, Yonatan, Youssefsan, Z3650, Zaqarbal, ZeWrestler, Zhaladshar, 963 ,יחסיות האמת anonymous edits

Odysseus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509983093  Contributors: (, (aeropagitica), -Ozone-, 00666, 21655, 2D, A Softer Answer, A. Parrot, ABF, Abyca, Acalamari, 
Accurizer, Ace ETP, Acegikmo1, Adam Bishop, Addshore, Admelyssis, Aeolien, Aeonx, Aeusoes1, Afasmit, Aff123a, AgainErick, Agoldenroad, Ahkond, Ahoerstemeier, Aidanmorse, 
Airconswitch, Akhilleus, Al bateman, Alanyst, Alarichall, Albanau, Ale jrb, Alex Ruddick, Alex43223, Alexikoua, Aljasm, AllanBz, Almufasa, Alnow, Altairisfar, Amar Khaira, Amrik, Ande B., 
Andre Engels, AndreNatas, Andrea1952, Andrew c, Andy4226uk, Angie Y., Angr, Anived99, Anon166, Antandrus, Antiphus, Antonio Lopez, Appledave95, Appraiser, Arabani, Aranel, Arc-, 
Arda Xi, Arjun01, AtheWeatherman, AuburnPilot, Av99, Axl, Ayesel, Banazir, Beemer69, Beezhive, Ben-Zin, Bender235, Bgnkid, Bhumiya, Bigdottawa, Bigmacd24, Bkonrad, Blondeleo, 
Bobmarleyblowsblls, Bobo192, Bookworm857158367, Bporopat, Brmpbrmp, Bro3884, Broletto, Bryan Derksen, Buchanan-Hermit, C-money24, CALR, CL, CSWarren, CUSENZA Mario, 
Caltas, Calvin 1998, CambridgeBayWeather, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CanadianLinuxUser, Cantiorix, Capricorn42, Catalographer, Catgut, Ccacsmss, Cenarium, Chameleon, 
CharlotteWebb, Chimchar monferno, Chowbok, Chris the speller, Chrislk02, Christian List, ChristopherEdwards, Chèvredansante, Cielomobile, Clarityfiend, Clark89, Clementi, Cliff smith, 
CliffC, CmdrClow, Cobalt137cc, Cometstyles, Conversion script, CoolKid1993, Cranialsodomy, Crazy Boris with a red beard, CrazyChemGuy, Crism, Croat Canuck, Crowsnest, Cuchullain, D, 
DBigXray, DLoom, DMP47, DVD R W, Dabbler, Dalziel 86, Dancingwombatsrule, DanielCD, Dante Alighieri, Davehi1, Davidiad, Dawn Bard, Dbachmann, Dblk, Dbtfz, DePiep, Deathwing23, 
Deflective, Dejvid, Delawarecanoe45, Dell 14, Deor, DerHexer, Derek Ross, Derumi, DireWolf750, Don4of4, Dondoolee, Donreed, Dougweller, Dr.K., Drunkasian, Dungodung, Durovsik, 
Dvmlny, Dvptl, Dvulture, ERobson, Eceresa, Eclecticology, Ed Poor, Edgar181, Edinborgarstefan, Edward321, Ekwos, El C, ElTyrant, Eldar, Elipongo, Ellsworth, Enchanter, EndlessMike, 
Enviroboy, Epbr123, Epsilondelta, Eric-Wester, Error, Euchiasmus, Euku, Euterpe the Muse, Everyking, Ewulp, FMAFan1990, Falcorian, Fambo2893, Fang 23, Faradayplank, Fbarton, 
FeanorStar7, Filiocht, Flamarande, FloNight, Flowerparty, FlyingToaster, FocalPoint, Fordmadoxfraud, Fortdj33, Foxj, Francisco Valverde, Frankmapel, Furrykef, Fuzzibloke, Gadget850, Gaius 
Cornelius, Gamaliel, Gary King, Gekedo, Giantsh8r, Gilgamesh, Gilliam, Gladrius, Glengordon01, GlosterBoy, Gogo Dodo, Gonzalo Diethelm, Goozgooz, Grahamdubya, Grant Gussie, 
GreatWhiteNortherner, Greswik, Grinder0-0, Grunty Thraveswain, Gurch, Gurchzilla, H-ghani, Hablo2144wDAN, Hadal, Hagedis, Hekamede, Heliogabulus, Helios1240, Hello32020, Herman 
Downs, Herzog, Hiberniantears, Hihihi, Hires an editor, Hmrox, Hobartimus, Holypeanut, Homerbard12, Hu12, Hut 8.5, Hyperion395, I.nunchuk, ICE77, Ian Pitchford, Iblardi, Icairns, 
Iceberg65, Ida Shaw, Ifnkovhg, Iicatsii, Ingiald729, InvisibleK, Ionescuac, Iridescent, Island, Ispy1981, Italian boy, Ivancurtisivancurtis, Ivandenisovitch, J.delanoy, JBK405, JForget, JMBell, 
JW1805, Jacarv, Jack Expo, Jallan, Jauhienij, Jedi Striker, Jeff G., Jeffsterz, Jeltz, Jeschiffres129, JesterCountess, Jfurr1981, Jheald, Jimfbleak, Jj137, Jmccready8, Joeshmoefrog, John K,



Article Sources and Contributors 411

John254, Johnkarp, Jomunro, JoshuaZ, Josiah Rowe, Jossi, Jtle515, Jtneill, KHM03, Kanonkas, Katalaveno, KathrynLybarger, Kddodge, Keegan, KentonTech, Kessler, Ketiltrout, Khazikane,
Kiko4564, Klassykittychick, Kmg90, Kneale, KnowledgeOfSelf, Kohran, Ktdreyer, Kubra, Kukini, Kwamikagami, Kwekubo, Kyleisawsesome, Kyoko, LAX, LFaraone, La Pianista, Lacrimosus,
Lahmy, Lbecque, Leafyplant, Leandrod, LeaveSleaves, LeeNapier, Lendorien, Leonard G., Leujohn, Leuko, Li-sung, Lightmouse, LilHelpa, Liz Bergstrom, Lo2u, Lokal Profil, Lokicarbis,
Longbow4u, Lowellian, Luk, Luna Santin, M1ss1ontomars2k4, MBisanz, Macrakis, Madman, Maeglin Lómion, Mafmafmaf, Magic Lemur, Magioladitis, MajikalX, Mallaccaos, Mandel, Mani1,
Mannafredo, Mariobrosfan321, MarkSutton, Marquisjamesphelan, Martarius, Matthew Dillenburg, Matveiko, Mav, Mayur, Mbc362, MegX, Mensch, Metagloria, MetsFan76, Michael Drüing,
Midgrid, Mike Doughney, Miles gloriosus, Misteren, Mksalva, Mmxx, MnemosyneAthena, MoiraCutter, Molinero, Mon Vier, Monkberg, Moreschi, MosheA, Mottenen, Mr.crabby, Mrh30, Mvc,
NIcaGurl12, Nagy, Nautilator, NawlinWiki, NeilN, Nema Fakei, Nepenthes, Nerrolken, Netopalis, NewEnglandYankee, Nfbourne, Nick123, Night Gyr, No Guru, Noctibus, Noneofyourbusiness,
Normalphil, Novium, Noym, Nsaa, Nuttycoconut, Oculist, OdinFK, Odysses, Odysseus 177, Odysseus1479, Oklonia, Oliverkroll, Omnipaedista, Onorem, OrangeDog, Orion11M87, Ospalh,
Ourai, Oxymoron83, PSUMark2006, Pak21, Pallasathena, ParanoidAndroid97, Parsecboy, PatGallacher, Paul A, Paul August, PaxEquilibrium, Pekinensis, PendragonUte, Perey, Persian Poet
Gal, Peruvianllama, Peter Isotalo, Phantasmigorical, Philg88, Philopedia, Phlyaristis, Phthoggos, Piano non troppo, Pigman, Pinball22, Pmanderson, Pomte, Prodego, ProtestTheHero8,
PseudoSudo, Pseudomonas, Puchiko, Qwerty Binary, RJaguar3, RSido, Racooon, Radon210, Raidako, RainbowOfLight, Rakeau, Ran, Raul654, Raven in Orbit, Ravenous, Razor X, Rbm142,
Reaper7, RedWolf, Redgolpe, Regnator, Regress, Renato Caniatti, ReverendG, RexNL, Rfc1394, Rgoodermote, Riana, Rich Farmbrough, Richi, Risingstar12, Rjwilmsi, Robertson-Glasgow,
Rocketslayer, Roger Davies, Ross Burgess, Rpab, Rparle, Rtkat3, Rtyq2, Ruakh, Rubthebuddha, Rune.welsh, Ruszewski, SWAdair, SajmonDK, Sam Korn, Samuell, Sander123, Sango123,
Satori, Sattlersjaw, Savanter, Scammi, Sceptre, SchfiftyThree, Schmloof, Schzmo, Sciurinæ, Scotttb, Selina 184, Senori, Seresin, Sgt Pinback, Shafei, Shandy man, Shanes, Shoaler, SidP,
Sidewinder, Simon Peter Hughes, SimonP, Sirmylesnagopaleentheda, Skyeevantide, Skytreader, SmartGuy Old, Soetermans, SpK, Special Penguin, SpeedyGonsales, Spellmaster, Spongalicious,
Spoon!, Sprintakid, Sprousefan92, Srpnor, Srv0, Sshadow, Starrlightdreams, StealthFX9, Stefanomione, SteinbDJ, Stephen Gilbert, Stephenb, Stratpod, Subversive.sound, Sunderland06,
Superk1a, Supermorff, Sylvan7791, Syp, Szlam, T@nn, THEN WHO WAS PHONE?, TKD, Tabletop, Tagishsimon, Taishaku, Talkshown, Tanaats, Tarquin, Te24409nsp, Tetigit, The Man in
Question, The Obfuscator, The Singing Badger, TheKillerAngel, TheProf07, Theyoyoyo, This user has left wikipedia, Tiddly Tom, Timrollpickering, Tiptoety, Tiria, Tlim7882, Tobias
Hoevekamp, Torc2, Tracielafferty, Tregeagle, Tspanyol, Tucci528, Tutmosis, Twthmoses, Tzetzes, Ukexpat, Ulric1313, Utcursch, Vfawkes, Vicki Rosenzweig, Vranak, W.A. Ribeiro Jr.,
WBardwin, WRK, Wai Hong, Webberpuma, Werdan7, WesOmega, Wetman, WhisperToMe, WhiteShark, Wiki Raja, Wiki-uk, Wikieditor06, Wikifried, Wilybadger, Wran, Wrexsoul, Ww,
Xaari, Xezbeth, Xploita, Yachtsman1, Yamamoto Ichiro, YankeeDoodle14, Ye Olde Luke, Yonatan, ZjarriRrethues, Тиверополник, 1731 anonymous edits

Perseus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508499696  Contributors: 1000Faces, 16keske, 205.188.192.xxx, 28bytes, 2fort5r, Abb615, Aeonite, AgadaUrbanit, Agammemnon,
Agent Rayan, Ahoerstemeier, Airplaneman, Aitias, Alansohn, Aldux, Algebra, All Hallow's Wraith, Alsandro, Amcaja, Amcbride, Amccuthcen22, Amit6, AndersDK, Andonic, Andre Engels,
Andrew Dalby, Andyjsmith, Anonymi, Antandrus, Anthony Appleyard, Arabani, Aremulus, ArielGold, Ariobarza, Arm elf, Artemisboy, Arthena, Asmendel, Bacchiad, Badgernet, Bakanov,
Barleeku, BarretB, Basawala, Bassbonerocks, Beaumont, Beeblebrox, Beemer69, Bender235, Benventions, Bharger3856, Bigchew14, Biglovinb, Bikehikeclimb, BillySharps, Binarypower,
BlackAndy, Blanchardb, Blu28, Bobo192, Boccobrock, Bonerbutt22, Bongwarrior, Bookworm857158367, Brandmeister, Bryan Derksen, Bstbll, CalRis25, CaliforniaAliBaba, Caltas,
CambridgeBayWeather, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Candent shlimazel, Canderson7, CaptSmee, Cartush11, Catalographer, Ceoil, Cg2p0B0u8m, Chal7ds, Charles Matthews, Chasingsol,
Chris Coats, Chrislk02, Cjandjeff, Cl84, Clarince63, Closedmouth, Conversion script, Coralia(lia), Cyberpower678, Cynwolfe, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DBigXray, DD2K, DGG, DanielCD, Darth
Panda, David Kernow, Davidiad, Daydreamer218, DerHexer, Derek Ross, Dionyseus, Discboy, Disco Medusa, Discospinster, Dmuth, Don4of4, Doug Coldwell, Dpapic, Dpv, Dr.K., DreamGuy,
Dstorres, Dubbyweedyumyumyum, Durova, DynamoDT, Dzordzm, ESkog, Edward130603, El C, Elassint, ElationAviation, Endpoint, Enigmaman, Epbr123, Epolk, Erik9, Esprit15d, Evan
Gonzales turns, FKmailliW, Falcon8765, Fama Clamosa, Fastilysock, Feoli the best, Flauto Dolce, Flewis, Floul1, Flowerparty, Flyguy649, FocalPoint, Fordmadoxfraud, Fractalecho, Francis
Schonken, Freddyd945, Frosted14, Fumitol, FusionLord, Fuxx, Fæ, GD 6041, Gail, Gareth544, Geoffrey.landis, Getupkid245, Giantdevilfish, Gilliam, Glacialfox, Gladrius, GlobeGores, Gogo
Dodo, GogoDodoIsADouche, Gol, Goldfritha, Grafen, Grant5678, Greenguy1090, Greger619, Guardian, Gurch, Gwen-chan, Hadal, HamburgerRadio, Harthacnut, Hatmatbbat10, Head,
Hectorian, Heunir, Humn54, Hut 8.5, I.M.S., ICE77, IRP, IW.HG, Iamdrfre, Imaninjapirate, It Is Me Here, Izalithium, J M Rice, J-WS6, J.delanoy, JFrawley032759, JNW, JP26991, JPfreak, JV
Smithy, Jacob5539, Jayhawker89a, Jaystar11, Jeltz, Jim1138, JimVC3, JimboV1, Jkelly, Jketola, Jlittlet, John K, Josh Grosse, Jossi, Jpbrenna, Jpgordon, Jrtayloriv, Julia-The-Little-Lady,
Juliancolton, Junglecat, Jusdafax, Jwisser, K98066004, Kanonkas, Karl Dickman, KatZeNKraE, Katalaveno, Kazuba, Kid Bugs, Kimon, KingDor, Kingpin13, KnowledgeOfSelf, Kubigula,
Kukini, LFaraone, Lacrosseizmygame, Lars Alex, LeDiableBrun, LeaveSleaves, Lee M, Levisjani, Lobby 26, Looxix, Loren.wilton, Luigi30, Luna Santin, Luxdormiens, Lysianna, M-hwang,
MER-C, Ma8thew, Macedonian, Madhero88, Makus95, Malaysupriti, Malcolm Farmer, Manuel González Olaechea, Marek69, Mark5677, Mark91, Markco1, Marktreut, Martin451, Master
Deusoma, Materialscientist, Matt.smart, Maury Markowitz, Maveriklacrosse, Maximillion Pegasus, Meaghan, Mentifisto, Mercury McKinnon, Michael93555, Mike.lifeguard, Mike6271,
MikeyMouse10, MilkSoda, Minimac, Moralis, Mottenen, Mr Adequate, MrArifnajafov, Msolis, Murray F. White, Musical Linguist, My76Strat, Mykhal, Natt the Hatt, NawlinWiki, Neurolysis,
NewEnglandYankee, Nick Number, Nightscream, Ninington, Noha307, Noommos, Notheruser, Nsk92, NuclearWarfare, NukesAGeek, Nuttycoconut, Obradovic Goran, Oceanblueeyes, Odysses,
Ojw, Old Moonraker, OllieFury, Omar35880, Omicronpersei8, Onikiri, Optigan13, OpusAtrum, Orphan Wiki, Padme22, Palica, Paliwikiuser, Pandaman2010, Paste, Patrick, Paul August, Paul-L,
Persian Poet Gal, PeterCanthropus, Petiatil, Pharaoh of the Wizards, Philip Trueman, Phlyaristis, Piano non troppo, Pigman, Pmanderson, Poisifois, Prisonergr, Prof .Woodruff, Pstanton,
QuartierLatin1968, Quintote, QuiteUnusual, Qwo, Qxz, Rahuloof, Rapid freash, Raul654, ReX0r, Readysetgurl123, Reahad, Reaper Eternal, Reconsider the static, Redmosquito720, Renato
Caniatti, RexNL, Risingstar12, Rjwilmsi, Rmalmeida, Robin Hood, Rockvee, Ruhrfisch, Rursus, Russki516, Ryan.cyleung, SAMAS, SaintJimmyNDR, Salasa, Sceptre, SchfiftyThree,
Schmendrick, SchreiberBike, Seaphoto, Seraphim, Shadow Drive, Shirulashem, Shovonma17, Simplesara012, Simsong, SlothropShuffle, Snowolf, Soandos, Spokblocker, StAnselm, Stephenb,
Str1977, Stubblyhead, Stwalkerster, T@nn, TAnthony, THF, Tablespeed, Tabletop, Tempodivalse, The Man in Question, The Thing That Should Not Be, The wub, TheWingedone, Thebirdlover,
Theglockner, Thor123321, Tide rolls, TimShell, Tom Morris, Tommy2010, Tot12, Tromatic, Trusilver, Tucci528, TwistOfCain, Twtje, Tyler, Tyler M. Chapin, UtherSRG, Vanished User 1004,
Veledan, Versus22, Vmrgrsergr, Voxpuppet, WTF23434, WadeSimMiser, Wagino 20100516, Wapcaplet, Wardog, Wes!, Wetman, Whaiaun, Whispering, WikiLaurent, WikiPuppies, Wikipelli,
Willking1979, Wsiegmund, Xikil, Xlstadal, Yoavd, Zachlipton, ZeWrestler, Zeusperson, Zlcsb, ZxxZxxZ, Zzuuzz, Δρακόλακκος, ТимофейЛееСуда, 1213 anonymous edits

Jason  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=507887585  Contributors: ***Ria777, -Ril-, 17456030utjeuj, 2D, 45g, 83d40m, ABF, Aacehm, Abyca, Acdcacdc, Action1234, Adam
Bishop, Adamsric, Addshore, Ahoerstemeier, Aitias, Aksi great, Alaz, Alderbourne, Alias Flood, Allstarecho, Altairisfar, Altenmann, Amcfreely, Amyga, Andareed, Andespiah, Andre Engels,
Andreas Kaganov, Animum, AnnaKucsma, AnonEMouse, Anonymous Dissident, Anonymous editor, Antandrus, AntonioMartin, Aocom teh spritar, Arabian devil, Archer7, Aresiticat1,
Aristocles, Arsvita734, Art LaPella, Artyom, Asarelah, Asasa64, Ashchaulk, Athang1504, Avnjay, Aznxdreadful, Bacchiad, Bastique, Batman Fan, Beemer69, Before My Ken, Bfigura's puppy,
Bibi Saint-Pol, Billinghurst, Bloodofox, Bobazoo, Bobo192, Bongwarrior, Borislutskovsky, Bporopat, Bradeos Graphon, Brainyiscool, Buchanan-Hermit, Bukhrin, CKarnstein, Caltas,
Cameron140, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CanadianLinuxUser, Canthusus, Carinemily, Carter, Catalographer, Cbrown1023, Cenarium, Ceyockey, Chaldor, Charles Matthews, CharlesM,
Che!, Chenxlee, Chikinpotato11, Chill doubt, Chris Weimer, Ciaran Sinclair, Clarityfiend, Codetiger, Coffeepusher, Colaco, Cometstyles, Conversion script, Coolbrook76, Corfulisbonbarbados,
Cplakidas, Craigy144, Cremepuff222, Czolgolz, D6, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, DMacks, DNicholls, DVD R W, Daniel Case, Danski14, DarkStarDragon, Darkspots, Darksyde, Darth
Panda, David.Mestel, David1600, Davidiad, Daviesks, Dawese, Dawn Bard, Delirium, Delldot, Dendodge, Deor, DerHexer, Derek Ross, DesertAngel, DesertFly3, Devboy, Dina, Discospinster,
Djs 007, Dlae, Dlohcierekim's sock, Doc glasgow, Docboat, Doczilla, Dogboy902003, DrBob, DreamGuy, Drhoenikker, Drm310, Droid b33, Drunkenmonkey, Dspradau, Dthdc4, Durin,
EALacey, EamonnPKeane, Eclecticology, Editor at Large, Ekwos, Ellsworth, Enviroboy, Enwikiporg, Epbr123, Epiphanic, Epsilon60198, Esanchez7587, Exert, Extransit, Fairz, Fastfission,
Feitclub, Fieldday-sunday, FireCrack, FisherQueen, Flapdragon, Fordmadoxfraud, Fork me, Freddyd945, FreeKresge, Fritzpoll, FruitMonkey, Future Perfect at Sunrise, Gabbe, Geniac,
Geohound94, Ghibili99, Gilliam, Gimmetrow, Giraffedata, Gjd001, GlassCobra, Gogo Dodo, Goldfritha, GraemeL, Grandegrandegrande, Grim Mirrored Rose, Grubber, Gurch, Gwernol,
H-ghani, Hadal, HaeB, Hairy Dude, Hanomaru, Hectorian, Hede2000, Hemlock Martinis, Hendrixfan432, Hiddekel, Hounder, Houttemj, Howfarwecome, Husond, ICE77, Infoman2323, Insanity
Incarnate, Inter16, Irishguy, It Is Me Here, Iwfi, J S Ayer, J.delanoy, J04n, JHunterJ, JLeigh6, JPX7, JRona, JTN, JaGa, Jallan, Jamesmusik, Jamoche, Jaranda, Jasgrider, Jason947, JasonAB,
Jasongutteridge, Jasonmargrafhax, Jastrow, JavierMC, Jaxl, Jbgrace505, Jblee24, Jeff G., JesterCountess, Jhg1232002, Jjaysunn, Jlind90, Jlittlet, Jmaddux23, Jmela21, JoeSmack, John K,
Jorcoga, JorgeGG, Josh Grosse, Jsc83, Kanonkas, Karrigo, KathrynLybarger, Kghusker, Khaosworks, Khoikhoi, Kikkoman1231, Kiko murakami, Kimiko, Kimon, KnowledgeOfSelf, Kolakid0,
Konstable, KoolGRap13, KrakatoaKatie, Kubigula, Kudzu1, Kukini, Kuru, La Pianista, Larry_Sanger, Leandros, LeaveSleaves, LiDaobing, Lights, Lilbeniehat, Linuxpod, Lmblackjack21,
Longhair, Longsnout, Loser56, Luna Santin, Lynch-giddings, M00zorz, MCTales, MER-C, MONGO, Macrakis, Macukali, Mad Hatter, Madison, Magister Mathematicae, Majorly, Maksym Ye.,
Malafaya, Mallaccaos, Malo, MarcoTolo, MarkSutton, MarnetteD, Martial75, Master of Puppets, Mathfan, Matt Borak, Matthew Yeager, Matthewpaulster, MaxSem, Maxamegalon2000,
Mbc362, Michael Devore, Michael Hardy, Michaelbusch, Midnightblueowl, Mike Rosoft, Mike5193, Mikemill, Mintrick, Mnemeson, Modster, Moe Epsilon, Momirt, Mopza, Mortuarium,
Mottenen, Mr.Hamer, Mr.More, Mr.Z-man, MrArifnajafov, MrFish, MrSomeone, Mrcautious, Mufka, Myanw, Myleslong, Nakon, Nareek, Narsil, NawlinWiki, Ndenison, Ndteegarden,
NeilEvans, Nick123, NickBush24, Nishkid64, Noctibus, NodnarbLlad, Noodlos, Nufy8, Numbo3, Nunh-huh, Ocolon, Ohnoitsjamie, Olvdeuh1234567890, Omicronpersei8, Omnipaedista,
Omnipedian, Onorem, Orangehatbrune, Oreo Priest, Orlasa, Out4thecount, Overcaffeinated, Oxymoron83, PDAgoalie, Papatyaestella, Pascal.Tesson, Paul A, Paul August, Paul Erik, Peacef5rog,
Perl, Peterlewis, Phaedriel, Phenz, Philip Trueman, Philiphk, Phlyaristis, Piano non troppo, Picaroon, Pigi chops, Pigman, Pinkunicorn, Pip2andahalf, Pompeymagnus, Poorleno, Poppy103,
Postdlf, Ppntori, Pukejm, Pupster194, Pymander, Quadrius, Quendus, Quuxplusone, Qxz, RJASE1, Rachel92, Random user 38749912, Raul654, Raven in Orbit, Rbellin, Rdsmith4, Reaverdrop,
Redbird 41, Reedy, Renato Caniatti, Renegade Replicant, RexNL, Rgoodermote, Riana, Rizhall, Rmagill, Robauz, RobertFritzius, Rocketboy50, Ross Burgess, Rrudi3, Rtkat3, Rursus,
Russki516, RxS, SG, SJP, ST47, Sajman12, Sam Korn, Sandstein, Sasquach1962, Scallywag man, Scarian, Scelerat, Schefferd, Sciurinæ, Seansinc, Selina 184, Semperf, Senator Palpatine, Shii,
Signalhead, Simon Peter Hughes, Sithguy, Skizzik, Slakr, Smelialichu, Snowolf, Snydale, Soundout, Spoonkymonkey, Standfire, Stephenb, SteveRamone, Steven Deshnk, Stew13ny, Subdolous,
Sword Laker, Sylent, Syrthiss, T@nn, TOO, Tagishsimon, Tariqabjotu, Tarquin, Tawker, TeaDrinker, TehSpud, Telex, Tetracube, That1COOLkid, The Epopt, The Fiddly Leprechaun, The Man
in Question, The Thing That Should Not Be, TheKMan, Thehelpfulone, Theroadislong, Thingg, Thor2000, TigerShark, Tim Q. Wells, Tjarrett, Toddst1, Tom Lougheed, Tommy235689,
Tpbradbury, Tresiden, Trusso11, Tucci528, Turlo Lomon, Tyler M. Chapin, Tymime, Umm i dunno, Undead Herle King, Univalonso, Useight, User27091, UtherSRG, Vary, Viocom, Viriditas,
Vishnava, Vivian Wang, Vriullop, WSU CLA 2000 Jason Group, Wareh, Warfreak, Wclark, Wehher, WereSpielChequers, Wetman, Who, Wik, Wiki-uk, Wikidenizen, Wikiklrsc, Wimt,
Wknight94, Woohookitty, Wootwootlmaoftw, Ww, Xdamr, Xtollboothwillie, Yanksox, Yelyos, Yossarian, Zadcat, Zenlax, Zoe, Zsinj, Zsullivan02, Žiga, 1100 anonymous edits

Oedipus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509854673  Contributors: 15lsoucy, 5 albert square, 94112js, ABF, AXRL, Ace of Spades, Action Jackson IV, Adam Bishop, Adam 
keller, Adi4094, Afa86, After Midnight, AimeeRose, Akhilleus, Alansohn, Albmont, Alex43223, Alexlange, Allens, Alsandro, Amorelli, Andres, AndyKali, Anonymous editor, Antandrus, 
Anthonypants, Antiuser, Arabani, Argentium, ArnoLagrange, Arthena, Arthur Holland, Asenine, Astavats, AstroWiki, Astwot, Atomsmasher86, Austin512, Avoided, Babydandeliongirl,



Article Sources and Contributors 412

Bacchiad, Barneca, Basawala, BeastOfGevaudan, Benniboiben, Bepp, Berdidaine, BillFlis, Blue Danube, Bob the ducq, Bobo192, Bogdan Preunca, Bogey97, Bokunenjin, Bonadea, Borisblue,
BrainyBabe, BrokenSphere, Bucketsofg, Bukalemun3, Burner0718, CALR, Calcyman, Calmer Waters, Caltas, Camembert, Cameron Nedland, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CanadianCaesar,
Canderson7, Capricaspark, Capricorn42, Casey J. Morris, Catalographer, Causa sui, Ceoil, Chaosdruid, CharlesMartel, Chickenvittle, Chl, Chocolate4921, Chris 73, Chrisrayner, Christian List,
Chuckiesdad, Ciphergoth, Clv309, Coemgenus, Coffee, Comicist, CommonsDelinker, Cool3, Couillaud, Craig Omus, Crash Underride, Criticus, CuteHappyBrute, D, DARTH SIDIOUS 2,
DRBERNABO, DReifGalaxyM31, Damicatz, Damiens.rf, Danny, Dannyparton, Darklilac, Darth Panda, Darubaru, Davidiad, Deflective, Derekhislop, Derktar, Dgw, Diegowarrior,
DionysosProteus, Discospinster, Dpv, DragonFury, Drmies, Dukat74, Dukefan11111, Dukeofomnium, Dyersgoodness, E. Fokker, EMW220, Ebenfc, Eclecticology, EdgarACabrera, Editor626,
Edobson, Egon Bauwelinck, El C, El Cubano, Englishwarriors, Enkyklios, Enliphies, Epbr123, EpicSauce, Escape Orbit, Esperant, Euterpe the Muse, Exitstageleft99, FEVB, Faenix, Falphin,
Farvin111, Favonian, Fconaway, Fedayee, Fergieuw, Feudonym, Fluffernutter, Fordmadoxfraud, Francis Schonken, Frankieparley, Freakofnurture, Frecklefoot, Freddyd945, Fremsley, Fubar
Obfusco, Funetikahl, Furrykef, Fæ, Galactor213, Garvint, Gaurav, Gblehwiki, Gdlavery, Ged UK, GeorgeTSLC, Gjd001, Goodnightmush, Goustien, Graham87, Grcaldwell, Gregornewell,
Grim23, Grimwand1, Gro-Tsen, Grudolph, Guillaume G., Gurch, Guy Harris, Gzkn, Habj, Haiduc, HalfShadow, Hazhk, Hda3ku, Hdt83, Headbomb, Helpedit, Herds, Hiberniantears, HiramvdG,
HirschiDude, Hoshidoshi, Hu, Humblemozi, Hydrogen Iodide, IRP, ISD, Iamstupido, Icairns, Idiotoff, Ifnkovhg, Igoldste, Ijon, Im.a.lumberjack, In Defense of the Artist, Infrogmation, Iottiak,
Iridescent, It Is Me Here, Ivan Bajlo, IvanLanin, J.delanoy, JAF1970, JBsupreme, JCScaliger, JLaTondre, JamesAM, Jauerback, Jaxl, Jayunderscorezero, Jennrulez757, Jhbayless, Jiddisch,
Jnestorius, JoanneB, John, John254, JohnC, JohnProctor, Johnbod, Jonnysays, Josteinn, Joyous!, Jpatokal, Jungliquid83, Jusdafax, JustinHall, KFP, Kacser, Kaiser matias, Kakashi-sensei,
Kanonkas, Karl Dickman, Kerowyn, Kikitsi, Killer WaLrUs, Kingpin13, KissL, Kjoonlee, KnowledgeOfSelf, Koyaanis Qatsi, Kpjas, Krich, Kripkenstein, Krishvanth, KrislexiaAnorsexia,
Krithin, Kshieh, Kubigula, Kukini, Kvaks, Kwamikagami, La Pianista, Ladyjcena, Languagehat, LeGrandeMuzzy, Leafyplant, Lee M, Lemuel Gulliver, Leszek Jańczuk, Lexi M-V, Lightmouse,
Lilly granger, Lincolnite, Linnix, Little Mountain 5, Lli 09, Llywrch, Lockesdonkey, Logical2u, Longbow4u, Luke1123, Lukep1123, Luksuh, Lunchscale, Lynda Finn, M-le-mot-dit, M.nelson,
MER-C, Mahewa, Mahjongg, Makemi, Mani1, Mann jess, Mannafredo, Marcika, Marek69, Marktreut, Matt.smart, Matthew Yeager, Maxis ftw, McOoee, Mdager, Meekywiki, Mentifisto,
Merovingian, Michalis Famelis, Mike Peel, Miles, Minimac, Mlouns, Mo0, Moomoomoo, Mormegil, Morning277, Mottenen, Msd123456, Muchness, Murakumo-Elite, Mwltruffaut,
Mygerardromance, Mzmadmike, Nagcopaleen, NawlinWiki, Nbarth, Neddyseagoon, Neutrality, Nev1, NewEnglandYankee, Nicke Lilltroll, Noah Salzman, Noctibus, Nolelover, NorymH, Nsaa,
Nuujinn, Oceanblueeyes, Ocee, Odysseuscalypso, Oldsunnygirl, Onewingedangel9, Ophion, Oxguy3, P.alberts, Paddu, Pagie, Palica, Paul A, Paul August, Paul Barlow, Pennywisdom2099,
Persian Poet Gal, Peter Gainsford, Phdonnelly, Philip Trueman, PiMaster3, Pluma, Pmanderson, Poeloq, Polish Matthew, PotentialDanger, PseudoOne, Puchiko, Puckly, PvsKllKsVp, Pyrospirit,
QVanillaQ, QmunkE, Qtoktok, QuartierLatin1968, QueenCake, Qwyrxian, R'n'B, RainbowOfLight, Rassilon, Ravenous, Raymondwinn, Reallybored999, RecurringTheme, Reedy, Reenem,
Renato Caniatti, Renodox, RexNL, Richiekim, Richiethejerk, Riley Huntley, Riphal, Rjd0060, Rjwilmsi, Rlendog, Robert K S, RobertG, Robertgreer, RodC, Rsrikanth05, Rstinejr, Ryryrules100,
S ried, SMC, Saberwyn, Sam Barsoom, Samnotwil, Savoroth, Saxifrage, Sbharris, Sbowers3, Scientizzle, Seanconnolly89, Sebesta, SemoreTesties, Shadwick, ShelfSkewed, Shoeofdeath,
Shoshonna, Silvinator, Simon Peter Hughes, Skald the Rhymer, Skarebo, Skarl the Drummer, Skoojal, Skoosh, Skyfinity, Slayer16, Smartse, Smilesfozwood, Solri, Someguy1221,
Spazmonkey144, Square87, StAnselm, Stephen, Stephenb, Stevarooni, SteveStrummer, Suelowe, T@nn, THEN WHO WAS PHONE?, TKD, Tagishsimon, Talkshown, Tbeckster, Tcmclin,
Team4Technologies, Tempodivalse, Teoryn, Texture, The Diamond Apex, The Flying Spaghetti Monster, The Man in Question, The captain rommel of the desert, Theptpi, Thesnabber, Thingg,
Thu, Tide rolls, Tim1357, Tirerim, Tomisti, Tony Sidaway, Trammell, Triona, Trusilver, TruthIsStrangerThanFiction, Tryandhitmypitch, Tryptamine dreamer, Tucci528, Tzetzes, Useight, VQts,
Vague Rant, VenomousConcept, Violncello, Vojtas, W4chris, WATYF, WDavis1911, Waffleboy1109, Waggers, Wareh, Welshwatch, Welshyyyyy, Wereon, Wetman, WhisperToMe,
WikiUserPedia, Wikibout, Wikid77, Wikieditor06, Wikijens, Wikipedian7248, Wikipedical, Wikipelli, Wills, Wimt, Woohookitty, Wtmitchell, Wwxz, Xkillthemachines, Yartow, YegerMeister,
Yeniuk, Yggdriedi, Yuanchosaan, Yuval madar, Zidane tribal, Zidonuke, Zipzipzip, ZooFari, 1320 anonymous edits

Orpheus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509339899  Contributors: 3rdAlcove, 47SweetBirdofYouth85, 7aviD, ABF, AEH, AHumanus, AKeckarov, Abigail-II, Able Clerk,
Abrech, Adambro, Ahoerstemeier, Akcarver, Akhilleus, Alensha, Alex '05, AlexR, Amadeusking, Andonee, Anila73, Antandrus, Anticipation of a New Lover's Arrival, The, Apcbg, Appraiser,
Arabani, Archieve, ArgentLA, Ariellez, Arion 3x3, Art LaPella, Artemis1102, Athenean, Aua, Avjoska, Avoided, BD2412, Bacchiad, Backslash Forwardslash, Badalia, Barkerbob6,
Bballsether19, Beefd277, Beepone, Bentogoa, BlazerKnight, Bmluca01, Bobcatintheyard, Bobo192, Bokan, Bongwarrior, Bookworm857158367, Bowiel, Brenont, Brianhe, Brianyoumans,
Brokenyin, BrownHairedGirl, Btball, Bueller 007, CRobClark, Calcio33, Callumkiedis, Camembert, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CanadianLinuxUser, Cantaire87, CapitalR, Car Henkel,
Catalographer, Ccson, Charles Matthews, Charles17, Chaser, Chinasaur, Chris k, Chris the speller, Cirt, Clarityfiend, Cmano13, Colin Rowat, Colonies Chris, Connection, Cory8itall, Croft
Storm, Ctbolt, Cuchullain, Cygnis77, Cynwolfe, D6, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, Dan East, DanielCD, Dark priest, Dast, Dauster, DavidRF, Davidiad, DavisGL, Dbachmann, Deflective,
Dekisugi, Deor, Deskana, Deville, Discospinster, Doctor2007, DocumentN, Drbreznjev, DreamGuy, EALacey, Eideteker, Eimarmeni, Elisabethserafimovski, Elizabeyth, Ellsworth, Elnurgling,
Enviroboy, Eroica, Everyking, Feeeshboy, Fgreenhalgh, Firefly07, Fireplace, Flauto Dolce, Flowerparty, Folantin, Fp01, Froid, GFHandel, Gadfium, Gaius Cornelius, Gallows god, Gary
M.Tuckett, Garyrobk, Gau1990, Gbamanuber, Gehm8706, Gligan, Globeism, Gnpaaron, Goldfritha, Grantsky, Gurch, Habj, Hadal, Haiduc, Haploidavey, Harissis.h, HeartofaDog, Hectorian,
Hmains, Holdewoman, Horvendile, Hqb, IW.HG, Ian.thomson, Igiffin, Igordebraga, Ihcoyc, ImperatorExercitus, Indiansummermh, Indyfitz, Infrogmation, Inquisitus, Iohannes Animosus,
Iridescent, Irish Pearl, Ishi, Isokrates, Ivan Bradley, Ivanip, J Milburn, J.Seares, JKeck, JaGa, Jackelder, Jacob1207, Jagged 85, James086, Jbuck8999, Jeepday, Jeff G., Jerzy, Jguk, Jguk 2,
Jhaagsma, Jingiby, Jmdeleon, Joe Kress, John Price, Jonathan Hall, Jondel, Juanpdp, Judd, Juicycouture123, Julius.kusuma, Justin.eiler, Jweed, KJS77, Kaijan, Kalisto98, KawasakiNinja,
Kbdank71, Keenan Pepper, Kevinsam, Kghusker, Kingbiscuit, Kingpin13, Kiore, Koavf, Kongming819, Korg, Kpjas, Kripkenstein, Krsont, Kukini, Kungfuadam, Kuralyov, Kwamikagami,
Lacycox, Laurapr, Ldnew, Lerad, Leyo, Liftarn, Linuxlad, Lo2u, Logologist, Longbow4u, Lordgeiser, Loren.wilton, Lotje, Lyreswells, M-le-mot-dit, M.luke.myers, MJBoa, MZMcBride,
MZaplotnik, Macedonian, MadameSarah, Mafal, Mako098765, Mallaccaos, Mapetite526, Markussep, Martian.knight, Mashford, Matthew Brandon Yeager, Matthewfallshaw, Mav, MaxW444,
Mboverload, McGeddon, Megistias, Mercury McKinnon, Mermaid from the Baltic Sea, Michael Hardy, Michael07lu, MicheleAnjalis, Milkbartoilet, Moondoll, Moreschi, Morning277, Moshe
Constantine Hassan Al-Silverburg, Mottenen, Mr. Neutron, Mygerardromance, N46, NE2, Nagy, NathanHess, Nazroon, Neddyseagoon, Neilc, NewEnglandYankee, Niceguyedc, Nick Urban,
Nickj, Nickmomomo11, NoIdeaNick, Ntennis, Ntsimp, Nuberger13, Nutiketaiel, Odysses, Oldsunnygirl, Oman96, Omnipedian, Operadoc, Orphic Lycidas, PBP, Pablo X, Paul A, Paul August,
Paul Barlow, Pauli133, Philip Trueman, Pigman, Pjoef, Pmanderson, Pollinosisss, PtBg, Ptolion, R'n'B, RandyS0725, RedHillian, Reedy, Reliableforever, Renato Caniatti, RexNL, Riana, Rich
Farmbrough, Richard E. Davies, Richi, Rihk, Risker, Rjwilmsi, Romanm, Roschnowski, Rosspz, Roux, Rtkat3, SDC, Sahfrei, Sam Spade, Sandman29331, SchreiberBike, Seahorseruler,
Search4Lancer, ShelfSkewed, Simon Peter Hughes, Sirmylesnagopaleentheda, Sjakkalle, Skarebo, Sladuog, Smartguy1337, SnowConeYellow, Softlavender, Souljoel, Sowlos, Sparafucil, Squids
and Chips, Srinivas, Stephen C. Carlson, Stephenb, Sterry2607, Stsebs, Surlybouncer, Sycic, TOO, TUF-KAT, Tangent747, Tekhnolyze2, Teptime, Tetraktys-English, Thattherepaul, The
Invisible Man, The Man in Question, The Sage of Stamford, TheAllSeeingEye, Theatrefox, Theelf29, Thefightdirector, Themfromspace, Theranos, Thingg, Thmazing, ThomasPusch,
TodorBozhinov, Tom harrison, TonySever, Tristan Schmelcher, Tssor, Tucci528, Turlo Lomon, Twsx, Tycho, Ukexpat, Unschool, Vermeer4907, Veryblueboy, Violncello, WODUP, Wareh,
Wegesrand, Wetman, Wikid77, Wikieditor06, Wikiklrsc, WoodElf, Woohookitty, WrrnGssn, Xxaris, Yashaz, Your Argument is Invalid, Yowzaboodle, Yugyug, Zadcat, Zahr Dalsk, Zello,
Zenlax, Zenohockey, Zundark, Úlfhéðinn, Александър, Крепкий чай, 833 anonymous edits

Asclepius  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510310675  Contributors: ARUNKUMAR P.R, Abutorsam007, Abyca, Adam Bishop, AdelaMae, Aitias, Al Silonov, Alansohn,
Aldux, Amit6, Arabani, Argos'Dad, Artemisboy, Aspirin99, AssistantX, Aubadaurada, Belovedfreak, Bender235, Betacommand, BlackTerror, Bloodofox, Blue Mirage, Borgx, Borngreta,
Branmill99, Bryan Derksen, Captaiin Blue, Catalographer, Chill doubt, Christian List, Cimon Avaro, Ciotog, Closedmouth, Crazyhors, Curps, Cynwolfe, DBaba, DVD R W, Dan D. Ric,
Davidiad, Dbachmann, Deflective, Delirium, Deucalionite, Didactohedron, Discospinster, Djumbrosia, Dreadpiratetif, Eagleswings, Ed Poor, Eequor, Ekem, Enkyklios, Erianna, Ev, Fabiform,
Fleela, Folksy, Fordmadoxfraud, Gaius Cornelius, Gilgamesh, Glogger, GreatWhiteNortherner, Gurch, Gutsul, Guybrush, Hairy Dude, Harshtimes, Hbdragon88, Hectorian, Hpc, Inwind,
Isokrates, JSpung, Jastrow, Jezhotwells, JoJan, John K, JohnCD, Joseph Solis in Australia, Josh Parris, Jpbrenna, Jtpickering, Keilana, Keith D, Kim-Zhang-Hong, Kingpin13, Kwamikagami,
Leemelk, Luca Borghi, Lukas.S, Lusanaherandraton, Magnus Manske, Mallerd, Mani1, Matthewrbowker, Menchi, Menelaos, Michael Devore, Mjk2357, Mlouns, Mottenen, Mzsilly,
NHRHS2010, Nhprman, Nik42, Noclador, Nuthatch, OcciMoron, Oden, PJonDevelopment, Panairjdde, Paul August, Peace and Passion, Peak, Pegatina, Perhelion, Peter Delmonte, Philip
Trueman, Phlyaristis, Plastikspork, Pmanderson, Politicaljunkie23, Postdlf, Prioryman, Procrastinator supreme, Prosfilaes, R. S. Shaw, RODERICKMOLASAR, RaCha'ar, RapidReferenceWriter,
Rebel, Reedms, Remember the dot, Renato Caniatti, Rich Farmbrough, Rjwilmsi, Robin Hood, Rtkat3, Rtyq2, Rursus, Rwflammang, Sam Weller, Sandstein, SchreiberBike, Seaphoto,
Shadygrove2007, Sherool, Shimmin, SignalMan, SiobhanHansa, Solace098, Solipsist, Stevertigo, T@nn, Tagishsimon, Tchoutoye, Tejoman, The Nut, The Thing That Should Not Be,
Theognis01, Tiptoety, Tot12, Tsumetai, Tucci528, Tuckerekcut, USchick, Ulib, Underwaterbuffalo, Valerius Tygart, Varlaam, Vediovis365, Versus22, Vincent Moon, Viriditas, Wetman,
Wfaulk, WikHead, Wikid77, Wikiklrsc, Yashgaroth, Youandme, Zarel, Zazzer, Zomno, 262 anonymous edits

Erechtheus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=504231482  Contributors: A. Parrot, Aremulus, Bryan Derksen, Catalographer, Deflective, Dimadick, Dodshe, Dougweller, Dpv,
Everyking, Gongshow, Hannah standeven, Heron, Inwind, Iwfi, J04n, Jallan, KerathFreeman, Kwamikagami, Lir, Llywrch, Lord Emsworth, Macedonius, Neutrality, Omnipedian, Phlyaristis,
Pmanderson, Purodha, Renato Caniatti, Reyk, Rmagill, Simon Peter Hughes, SimonP, Stephenb, T@nn, The Man in Question, The Singing Badger, Tucci528, VPliousnine, Welsh, Wetman,
Woohookitty, Zirk, 21 anonymous edits

Pelops  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=505015311  Contributors: Acalamari, Adam Bishop, Aesopos, Andres, Andres rojas22, Angr, Bassington, Borgx, Bryan Derksen,
C1793Sc006y, Camenae, Catalographer, CommonsDelinker, Cplakidas, Cretanforever, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Disdero, Ellsworth, Epbr123, Fidelia, Flowerparty, Fraise, Future Perfect at
Sunrise, GeorgeTSLC, Giorgio Baroni, Globeism, Goldom, Guyd, Haiduc, Haruth, Huey45, ICE77, Jacobe13, Japanese Searobin, Jeffrey Smith, JohnAlbertRigali, Jpbrenna, Karl Dickman,
Kbdank71, Lophostrix, Lzur, M-le-mot-dit, Makalp, Markwiki, Methecooldude, Metodicar, Migel Sances Huares, Panellet, Paul August, Paulobrian, Phlyaristis, PlasmaTime, Polylerus, Rablari
Dash, RandomP, Ravenous, Renato Caniatti, Robert K S, Robin Hood, Rtkat3, Shauni, Shuhao, Singinglemon, SkiDragon, Sonarklipse, Squids and Chips, T@nn, Tonalone, Tucci528, Velella,
Webclient101, Welsh, Wetman, WhisperToMe, Woohookitty, Zoicon5, Zundark, 79 anonymous edits

Amphiaraus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=500461295  Contributors: AS, Adam Bishop, Andrew Dalby, Atlantas, Bacchiad, Catalographer, Chris the speller,
CommonsDelinker, DabMachine, Deucalionite, Dr. Blofeld, Drbreznjev, Everyking, Felizdenovo, Fordmadoxfraud, Goldenrowley, Grudolph, Hkoala HU, Jallan, Jan Hidders, Japanese Searobin,
Josh Grosse, Kelson, Ketiltrout, Loggie, Nefasdicere, Pax:Vobiscum, Pigman, RR, RafaAzevedo, Redf0x, Renato Caniatti, Rocastelo, T@nn, Tucci528, Tzetzes, Wetman, WhisperToMe, 11
anonymous edits



Article Sources and Contributors 413

Akademos  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=489116356  Contributors: 83d40m, Angela, Catalographer, Chris the speller, Cimon Avaro, Davidiad, Dbachmann,
Dharmabum420, Eckhart Wörner, Felizdenovo, Finn Bjørklid, Fordmadoxfraud, Hare60, Jbening, Jefebu, Life of Riley, MARKELLOS, Maqs, Masrudin, Metodicar, Michael Hardy, Nuno
Tavares, Omnipedian, Physicistjedi, Pigman, Rjwilmsi, Rocastelo, SabbeRubbish, SimonP, Singinglemon, Superk1a, T@nn, The Anome, Tomisti, Tucci528, Wclark, Wetman, 6 anonymous edits

Alexander the Great  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510419520  Contributors: *1*shapes*1*, .marc., 10mcraig, 1297, 140.160.236.xxx, 152.163.205.xxx, 157.228.x.x, 
18alex12, 1ChineseKid, 23x2, 2z, 3210, 3rdAlcove, 41ph483t412, 4twenty42o, 5 albert square, 83d40m, 84user, 99DBSIMLR, A Monster, A-coptic-egyptian-994, A-giau, A. Parrot, A.Cython, 
A1r, ANE.Scholar, Aaron Schulz, Abc-mn-xyz, Abductive, Abhijitsathe, Academic Challenger, AccidentalTourist, Acetic Acid, Achillobator, Acsenray, Ad Meskens, Adam Bishop, Adam Carr, 
AdamRaizen, Adambro, Adashiel, Addddddbbsdjks, AdjustShift, Adko110, Adraeus, Adyione, Aelfan1, Aeonx, Aescheylus, Aestuum, Afinebalance, AgadaUrbanit, Agricultor, Ahadley, 
Aherunar, Ahoerstemeier, Aiken drum, AimLook, Akendall, Akhilleus, Al p72, AlanBarnet, AlanD, Alansohn, AlbanianPride, Alborz Fallah, Aldux, Ale jrb, Alekishere, Alex '05, Alex earlier 
account, Alex.tan, Alex35, AlexLevyOne, AlexMan, AlexWelens, Alexander the great1, AlexanderKaras, Alexanderaph, Alexandria dawn, Alexignatiou, Alexikoua, Alexlange, Algri, 
AliaGemma, Alianman, Alijsh, Alimostofi, Alkid10, Allansteel, Allissonn, Allstarecho, Almafeta, Alpha Quadrant, Alphachimp, Alsandro, Altenmann, Alwaysbored91, Alxthgr8, Amadscientist, 
Amandajm, Amerana, Amillar, Amir85, Amire80, Ande B., Andergriff, Andonic, Andre Engels, Andres, Andrewpmk, Andvd, Angelic Wraith, Anil sinha anand, Ankitsingh83, Anna Lincoln, 
AnnekeBart, Anonymous Dissident, Anothroskon, Anselan, Antandrus, Antipastor, Antonioilijevski, Antunesderrick, Anubhavklal, Anubislayer, Anurup, AnyGuy, Aodagram, Ap1190, 
Apparition11, Apro, Aquillion, Arad, Aratuk, Ardonik, ArglebargleIV, Argos'Dad, Ariobarza, Aristotelis, Arjun01, ArnoldPettybone, Art LaPella, Artaxus, Arthur Smart, ArthurWeasley, 
Asarelah, Ascidian, Ash, Ashenai, Ask27, Asnatu wiki, Asteraki, Athenean, Atilme, Atlant, Atorpen, Atraveler, Attilios, Atulsnischal, Aua, Aude, Autosol, Avaya1, Average Earthman, Avg, 
Avicennasis, Avillia, Avram Fawcett, Axamir, AxelBoldt, Az1568, Az81964444, AzaToth, BRUCY1995, Babajobu, Babedacus, Backtable, Backtobasic, Bacteria, Bakasuprman, Bamber 
Gascoigne, Barbatus, Baseballbaker23, Bast ailuros, Batman2010, Bchaosf, Bellahdoll, Ben Ben, Ben davison, Ben-Zin, Benson2801, Bento00, Bernd Heinrich, Bertilvidet, Betacommand, 
Bgmack, Bhadani, Bharatveer, Bhishkain, Biff loman9, Big Johnno, Bijanoviedo, Bilbobee, Bility, Bill Thayer, BillDeanCarter, BillFlis, Billinghurst, Binabik80, Biruitorul, Bkwillwm, Black 
Butterfly, Black Falcon, Black inferno, Blanchette, BlueAzure, BlueCaper, Bmatthewshea, Bmrbarre, Bob bobato, BobTheTomato, Bobblewik, Bobbobbob12345, Bobbyjoe1234321, Bobo192, 
Bogey97, Bolchazy101, BomBom, Bomac, BonRouge, Bongwarrior, Bookofjude, Booopper, Boredzo, BorgHunter, Boris Živ, Borisblue, Bornintheguz, Boselecta, Bowlhover, Brandmeister, 
Brandmeister (old), Brando130, BrettAllen, Brian Crawford, Brian0918, Brianga, Briangotts, BrightStarSky, Broker of darkness, Bryan Derksen, BryanG, Bssc, Bucephala, Bucksburg, Bucktail, 
Bufflo, Businessmouse, Buster7, Butrint, Buttercup sophi, Bytwerk, CBM, CCS81, CIS, Cadaeib, Cadwaladr, Caeruleancentaur, Caknuck, CalJW, Calaschysm, Callelinea, Caltas, 
CambridgeBayWeather, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CanSpice, Canadian-Bacon, CanadianCaesar, Candalua, Canderson7, Caniago, Cannaya, Canon, Canterbury Tail, Capt. James T. Kirk, 
Captain Blood, Captain Screebo, Carcharoth, Cardinal Wurzel, CardinalDan, Carillonatreides, Carlaude, Carlstak, CarolGray, Carterpcc, Carthik pkn, Caseyallen0, Casper2k3, CastAStone, 
Catalographer, Caterina12, CatherineMunro, CaveatLector, Cb6, Cdc, CenturionZ 1, Ceranthor, Ceyockey, Chaeronia, Chaldean, Chaleyer61, Chamal N, Chambi10, Chanting Fox, Charles 
Ulysses Farley, Charlesdrakew, Charleslsdennis, CharlotteWebb, Charlycrash, Chaz171, Che829, Cheezy420, Cherry icee, Chiaman280, Chill doubt, Chillowack, Chlgrg, Chochopk, Cholmes75, 
Chr.K., Chris Brennan, Chris Kokotsis, Chris the speller, ChrisO, Chrislk02, Christopher Mahan, Christopher Parham, Chumleyuk, Chuuumus, Cjbroof, Ckruschke, Clerks, Clicketyclack, 
ClockworkLunch, Clumbaclumbs, Codehydro, CoeurDeLion, CommonsDelinker, Computergeny, Computerjoe, Conscious, Coolzrock, Corpx, CountingPine, Cplakidas, Cptalex25, Craig 
Pemberton, Crazytales, Crispus, Crust, Cryptic, Cs007, Ctjj.stevenson, Cuchullain, Cukiger, CupcakeTiana, Curps, CuteHappyBrute, Cvaneg, Cyberxperts, CyclopsScott, D, D.Kurdistani, 
D3r2000, DAJF, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DBaba, DDima, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, DIGIwarez, DIREKTOR, DJ Clayworth, DO'Neil, DSRH, DVD R W, DaGizza, DaLeBu, Dabomb87, 
Dagg, Dalek, Dalgspleh, Damac, Dampinograaf, Danbarnesdavies, Danc, DanielCD, Daniscool15, Danno uk, DannyK, Dark ferret, Darrell Greenwood, Darrendeng, Darthanakin, Das Baz, 
DasallmächtigeJ, Dasuperkiller, Davehi1, Davepape, David schouten12345, Davidiad, Dawn Bard, Dbachmann, Dcandeto, Deacon of Pndapetzim, Deanhellene, Deb, Debashish, Debresser, 
Decora, Deeptrivia, Dehoqu, Dejvid, Delirium, Delldot, Delphii, Delta Tango, Denny, Denpap, DerHexer, Derekbd, Descendall, Despotaleks, Deucalionite, Devanampriya, Dewan357, Dfoxvog, 
Dfrg.msc, Dgies, Dhartung, Diannaa, Diggs19, DimaDorfman, Dimadick, Dina, Dingleman8, Dinuka626, Dionyziz, Dioseus86xm, Discospinster, Diverman, Divyrajr, Diyako, Dj Meow Mix, 
Dljazz, Dlohcierekim, Dlohcierekim's sock, Doc glasgow, DocWatson42, Dococe, Dodiad, Doldrums, Dominic Hardstaff, Domitius, Domthedude001, Don Sowell, DonTmnt, Doncalamari, 
Donreed, DontCallThisHandBad, Doradus, Dori, Dorseoa, DoubleAW, Doug Coldwell, Dougweller, Doyley, Dpodoll68, Dr galant, Dr who1975, Dr. Persi, Dr.K., DrBEngineer, DrTomCrick, 
Draganparis, Drbreznjev, Dreamafter, Drilnoth, Drpickem, Drumguy8800, DrunkenSmurf, Dryazan, Dstork, Dukeofomnium, Dumoren, DuncanBCS, Dwheeler, Dysepsion, DzinX, E-mail 
adress, EALacey, ESkog, East718, Eastern Emperor, EauLibrarian, Eb.hoop, Echuck215, Eclipse KOG, EdBever, Edivorce, Edrigu, Edton, Edward Z. Yang, Edwy, Eesall, Ehud Lesar, Eidetic 
Man, Eisnel, Ejrs, Ekem, El C, El Greco, Elaragirl, Eliyahu S, Ella Plantagenet, Ellasrules, Eloquence, Ember of Light, Emperor1993, Endofskull, EnjoysButter, Enric Naval, Enter-night, 
Ephestion, Erik9, ErikHaugen, Erock195, Erutuon, Esbboston, Estmann, Eudie13, Ev, Evanston, Everard Proudfoot, Everyking, Evil Monkey, Exploding Boy, Extraordinary, Ezeu, FCYTravis, 
FF2010, Fabullus, Faithlessthewonderboy, Falcon007, Falconleaf, Farma1, Fatbuu, Fatmanonthehorse, Favonian, Fawcett5, Fcgier, Fconaway, Fdewaele, FeanorStar7, Fearboy3, Fedayee, 
Fephisto, Figma, Firegirl223, Fireswordfight, Firstgear, Fjbfour, Flatline, Flauto Dolce, FlavrSavr, Fluffernutter, Flyingcheese, Foobar, Fordmadoxfraud, ForeignerFromTheEast, 
Foreverprovence, Fornadan, Fram, Francis Lima, Francis Schonken, FrancisTyers, FrancoGG, Franzi1981, Fratrep, Fred Bauder, Fredstar, Freecyprus, Freedom to share, FrenchIsAwesome, 
FreplySpang, Friarslantern, Frietjes, Froggydarb, Frymaster, Fuhghettaboutit, FunkyFly, Furrykef, Future Perfect at Sunrise, Fuzheado, Fvw, G. Campbell, G.W., G3, GK1973, GLGermann, 
Gabbe, Gadfium, Gadget850, Gaijin Ninja, Gaius Cornelius, Galootius, Gamefame, Gamer112, Gamersedge, Ganeshk, Garion96, Garrisonroo, Gary King, Gdr, Geni, GeoGreg, George100, 
Gerald Hogan, Gfoley4, Ghepeu, Giani g, Gidonshaviv, Gil-Galad, Gilesgoat, Gilgamesh, Gilgamesh he, Gimelthedog, Gingermint, Goatasaur, Gobley, Goce1212, Gocei, Gogo Dodo, Golbez, 
Goldom, Gomm, GoonerDP, Gorgistankovski, Goustien, Grafen, Graft, Graham87, Grandiose, Grandpallama, Gravy69, Grayfell, Grcaldwell, Greatlife15, Greedyhalibut, GreenRunner0, 
GregAsche, Grenavitar, Griffinofwales, Grim23, Grover cleveland, Grubber, Guanaco, Guitardemon666, Guitarfreak7575, Gurch, Gurubrahma, Gwernol, H27kim, HGB, HJ Mitchell, HaarFager, 
Hadal, Haemo, Hagarthehorrible, Hagedis, Haiduc, Hairy Dude, HalfShadow, Halloweencat, Hanalim, Hanchi, Happysailor, HarHar, Hard700, Harej, HarryP2511, Harryboyles, Harvest day fool, 
Hassion, Hayley Nairn, Haymouse, Hazratemahmood, Headbomb, Hectorian, Heimstern, Hengsheng120, Henry Cassini, Herodotus1A, Heybdude, Heywane1337, Hisham 5ZX, 
Hitheremynameisjoe, Hmains, HolyT, Honbicot, Hongooi, Hoplon, Hottentot, Htonl, Hu12, Hubriscantilever, Hulamoth, Huon, Hurricane111, Husum, Hydrargyrum, Hégésippe Cormier, I lost 
my marbles again, ICE77, IJB, ILMelone, IZAK, Ialsoagree, Iamwisesun, Ian Pitchford, Ianm1121, Icairns, Icseaturtles, Idleguy, IdreamofJeanie, Ig, Igiffin, Ikh, Ilidio.martins, Imaginary Jesus, 
Imc, InGenX, Indon, Inductiveload, Infinitejpower, Infosocialist, Infrogmation, Innab, InsaneZeroG, Insanephantom, Insomniac By Choice, Inspector 2211, Inter, Intersect06, Iohannes Animosus, 
IonNerd, Iosef, Ireland101, Irishcream, Irishguy, Irishpunktom, Iritakamas, Ishmaelblues, IstvanWolf, Itai, Italiotis, Ithakiboy, Itisonlyone, Ixfd64, J Readings, J. Spencer, J.V. Martin, J.delanoy, 
J04n, JCScaliger, JCarriker, JDG, JEN9841, JForget, JHK, JHMM13, JLaTondre, JNW, JRM, JRawle, JSN2849, JVader, JW1805, JYOuyang, JYolkowski, Jacek Kendysz, Jack Phoenix, 
JackofOz, Jagged 85, Jake Nelson, JamesMLane, Jamesmcrawford, Jamesontai, Jan.Kamenicek, Jana02, Jaranda, Jarkeld, Jas131, Jason Potter, Java7837, Jaxl, Jaysscholar, Jaysweet, Jblatt, 
Jdcooper, Jdforrester, Jeff Dahl, Jeff G., Jeff3000, Jengod, JesseW, Jessyuan, Jfdwolff, Jgmccue, Jguk, Jheiv, Jim62sch, JimVC3, JinJian, Jkelly, Jmlk17, Jnestorius, Jniemenmaa, JoanneB, Joao 
Xavier, Jobanmarwah, JoeBlogsDord, JoeO123, Joeleoj, Joey4114, JohannesJoki, John K, John254, JohnInDC, JohnMac777, JohnOwens, JohnWheater, Johnbrownsbody, Johnleemk, 
Johnpdeever, Jon Harald Søby, Jon f, Jona Lendering, Jonathunder, Jongtu, Joolz, Jose77, Josh Grosse, Joshafina, Josiah Rowe, Josquius, Jossi, Joy, Joyous!, Jpgordon, Jpo, Jpogi, Jreed, 
JulieIndi, Jusdafax, Justin Bacon, Justins123, Jwy, Jéské Couriano, K.Nevelsteen, KASchmidt, KAVEBEAR, KRBN, KagamiNoMiko, Kaiser matias, Kaisershatner, Kamikazi2, KamuiShirou, 
Kanags, Kanejad, Kansas Bear, Kanġi Oĥanko, Kapnisma, KaptKos, Kaptincapo, Karabinier, Kashk, Kasuo, Katalaveno, Kavke, KazekageTR, Kbahey, Kben, Kbh3rd, Keffykefka, Keldoud, 
Kellogg257, Kelly Martin, Keraunos, Kerotan, Keyesc, Khalid hassani, Khazar, Khcf6971, Khip laiing, Khoikhoi, Kimchi.sg, Kimon, King Cobb, King aardvark, King of Hearts, KingCarrot, 
Kingpin13, Kinickers, Kirachinmoku, KirbyWallace, Kirill Lokshin, Kirkieboy, Kitch, Kittybrewster, Kittykat2010, Kjetil r, Klemen Kocjancic, Kmtyjyt, KnowledgeOfSelf, Koavf, Kobayashis, 
Kosmotheoria, Kotjze, KrakatoaKatie, Kross, Ksnow, KuatofKDY, Kubigula, Kudret abi, Kulindar, Kumioko (renamed), Kungfuadam, Kuralyov, Kurt Leyman, Kuru, Kvaks, Kvn8907, 
Kyorosuke, Kyriakos, L Kensington, Lacrimosus, Lakers, Lanternix, LapisExCoelis, Larry Rosenfeld, Lars Washington, Latin meister, Laura Anglin, Laurinavicius, Laveol, Lavishluau, 
Lawrencearabia, Layzellfamily, Leanne, Lectiodifficilior, Lectonar, Ledenierhomme, Leftysarepeople, Leif, Lektu, Leoest, Leonard^Bloom, Leonariso, Leondumontfollower, Leuko, Lfstevens, 
Lifubernie, Lightdarkness, Lightlowemon, Lightmouse, Lights, Ligulem, Lilasian9, Limballanwe, Linaduliban, Linnell, Lionhead99, Litobro, Little Mountain 5, Liveris, Llywrch, Lmbhull, 
Lobsterthermidor, Loccus, Lokpest, Lonesome Crow, LongLiveAlbania, Lookingforgroup, Looxix, Lord Cancer, Lord Emsworth, Lord Horatio Nelson, Lordsnowman, Lotje, Louis-H. 
Campagna, Lovas, Lovleygirl94, Lowellian, Lt.Specht, Lubossekk, Lucinos, Lucio Di Madaura, Lucy1981, Lupin, Lupo, Luuva, LuxNevada, Lyncus, MBK004, MBibovski, MC10, MKoltnow, 
MSGJ, MZMcBride, Maastrictian, Macdonald-ross, Macedonia, Macedonian, MacedonianBoy, Macedoniarulez, Maco angel, Macorules94, Madddmattt444, Madman2001, Madmonk11, Maeglin 
Lómion, Magioladitis, Magister Mathematicae, Magog the Ogre, Maha ts, Mahanga, Mahsmith3, MajorActor, Majorly, Makalp, Makedonia, Makeemlighter, Makerowner, Malastare, Mallaccaos, 
Malleus Fatuorum, Malo, Mandolinface, Mani1, Mapaik, Maralia, Marco Guzman, Jr, Marco polo, Marek69, Marj Tiefert, Mark J, Mark t young, MarkGallagher, Markh, Markkawika, Marko sk, 
Markwiki, Marlowe, Martin kubelka, MartinRe, MartinRinehart, Martinman11, Marwan123, Marysunshine, MastCell, Master of Puppets, MasterHerbert, Matia.gr, Matt Deres, MattTM, Mattbr, 
Matthewfallshaw, Mattisse, Maury Markowitz, Max Schwarz, Maxamegalon2000, Maxim, Maximaximax, Maxkeball, Mboverload, McWomble, Mcorazao, Mechanical Gecko, Medo9, Meeples, 
Megan1967, MegasAllexandros, Megatankman, Megistias, Mehgan Craig, Mehrshad123, Mejda, Melaen, Melathron, Mensch, Mentifisto, Merchbow, Mermaid from the Baltic Sea, Merovingian, 
Meu04167, Mewtow, Mgiganteus1, Mhacdebhandia, Michael Hardy, Michael IX the White, MichaelTinkler, Michaeldsuarez, Michele Konrad, Michendo, MichiganCharms, Mikaey, Mike 
Young, Milad01, Mild Bill Hiccup, MileMarker651, MilesVorkosigan, Mileski, Milo99, Milosevski, Minaker, MindSpirit, MinisterForBadTimes, Minna Sora no Shita, Mirv, Miskin, Miss 
Madeline, Mister Macbeth, MisterSheik, Mithras6, Mitya1, Mizpah14, Mkdon, Mlouns, Modest Genius, Moeed1991ahmad, Mohmad Ali, Momirt, Monegasque, Monkelese, Monkeymagic, 
Monosig, Moonbeast, Moonriddengirl, Moreschi, Motorracer, Mr rootbeer, Mr. Billion, Mr. Neutron, MrDavid, MrFish, Mrg3105, Mrholybrain, Ms. 45, Msgarrett, Mshogan, Mttcmbs, Mu5ti, 
Mugginsx, Mundart, Muriel Gottrop, Mygerardromance, N2271, N5iln, N9indentity, NTK, Nach0king, Naddy, Nadirali, Naegele, Nakhoda84, Nakon, Nakos2208, Nareek, Nasz, Natl1, 
NawlinWiki, Nayvik, Neddyseagoon, Neelix, Nehrams2020, Nehwyn, Neighbourhater, NellieBly, Nephron, Neutrality, Nev1, Nevfennas, NewEnglandYankee, Newton2, Nezzadar, Nguyen 
Thanh Quang, Nhayes, Nicholson1989, Nick, Nick24, NickDupree, NickW557, Nickfraser, Nicolas1981, Niemijao, Nietzsche 2, Nihiltres, Nihonjoe, NikoSilver, Nikospan91, Ninio, Nitpyck, 
Njirlu, Një mik i Alduxit, Nk, No Guru, Noname real, Nono64, Noorkhanuk85, Norm mit, Not G. Ivingname, Notheruser, Notjake13, Noxiousnews, Nrafter530, Oatley2112, Ocaasi, Od Mishehu, 
Oda Mari, Odysseas, Odyzzeuz, Offa of Angel, Officiallyover, Ogress, Ohconfucius, Oktals, Olivier, Olorin28, Omerlives, Omicronpersei8, One-dimensional Tangent, Onorem, Oo7565, 
Orijentolog, Ornilnas, Otterathome, Otyler27, Ouizardus, Ovatsug345, OwenX, Owllovergirl123, Oxymoron83, PBS, PNW Raven, PZJTF, Pablothegreat85, PaddyLeahy, Pahari Sahib, 
Paintballr506, Palmiro, Panaceus, Panatha1908 gate13, PandarenLord, Pani0202, Papa smurf 69, Pariah Lupus, ParthianShot, Patar knight, Patrick Bernier, Patrickneil, Patstuart, Paul A, Paul 
August, Pauli133, Pavlidis, Pawyilee, Pbehnam, Pd, Peaceman, Peeperman, Pel thal, Pella01, Penbat, PenguiN42, Peppe83, Per Honor et Gloria, Perl, Persian Magi, Persian Poet Gal, Perspectoff, 
Peruvianllama, Peter, Peter Delmonte, Petervang, Pgk, Pgtf, Phaedriel, Phantomsteve, Pharos, Phatcat68, Phil2588, PhilKnight, Philg88, Philip Trueman, PhilipMW, PhilipO, Philippe, 
Philipstrum, Phoebus Americanos, Piano non troppo, Pictureuploader, Pigby, Pilotguy, Pinethicket, Pitt 32, Pjjp, Pjmc, Pleasantville, Plourdm, Plrk, Plxstic Orgasms, Pmanderson, Polibiush,



Article Sources and Contributors 414

Politis, Popefauvexxiii, Porcher, Portillo, Poster778, Postmortemjapan, Poulsen, Premkudva, PrimeHunter, Professorkemp, Pschelden, PseudoSudo, Pseudomonas, Psmith, Pstanton, Psycostas,
Punjabi gladiator, Purplepuppiesrule, Pwqn, Quadell, Quantpole, QubitOtaku, Quickontheballpaul, Quinsareth, QuiteUnusual, REX, RG2, RHOG, RafaAzevedo, Raghavradhakrishnan, Raguks,
Raj2004, Rajah, Ralphwalters, Ramakae, Randee15, Rapkac, RaviC, Rdsmith4, Reach Out to the Truth, Realberserker, Realtycoon, Rebroad, Red Devil Captain, Red Director, Red Slash,
RedMC, RedWolf, Reddi, Rednblu, Redtigerxyz, Redux, RegentsPark, Reginmund, Renrenren, Renyseneb, Republic-of-Malakia, Retired username, RetiredUser2, Reuvenk, Revjmyoung, Rex14,
RexNL, Reywas92, Rez31, Riana, Ribju, Rich Farmbrough, Richard Arthur Norton (1958- ), Richard David Ramsey, Richard Keatinge, Richard Myers, Richardcavell, Rick Norwood, RickK,
Ricky81682, Risingstar12, Rjwilmsi, RkumarSJCI, Rmt2m, Rob Hooft, RobertG, Robertodm, Robertpgreer, Robertson-Glasgow, Robertvan1, Robguru, Robheart, Robma, Robth, Rocastelo,
Rocktupac, Roger Davies, RomanHistorian, Romanski1996, Romeu, Ron2, Ronald W Wise, Ross Burgess, Rougher07, RoyBoy, Royalguard11, Rrburke, Ruby2010, Rui Gabriel Correia,
Rumpelstiltskin223, Runehalfdan, Runnerupnj, RussellSpence, Rwv37, RxS, Ryulong, SG, SOLEMN, SPQR5, ST47, Saberwyn, Sabretooth, Saddhiyama, Saint91, Saiswa, Sam nead, Samaleks,
Samimas, Samir, Samsonite07, Sango123, Sannse, Santiparam, Sarah, Sarahtonin, Sardanaphalus, Sarranduin, SassanidCataphract, Satbir Singh, SatyrTN, Saurabh.goel7, Sceptre, Schutz,
Scientizzle, Scimitar, Sciurinæ, Scm83x, Scoo, ScottDavis, Scoutersig, Sdgjake, Sdornan, Seair21, Sean WI, Seann, SecretAgentMan00, Seegoon, Seer, Seleucus, Seleukosa, Serialized, Seric2,
Sevenofnine7o9, Sfmammamia, Shadowindsx, Shadowman724, Shahirshamsir, Shaidar cuebiyar, ShakataGaNai, Shamrox, Shanalk, Shanes, Shaunnol, Shaunwhim, Shawnhath, ShelfSkewed,
Shiptar80, Shiroryu, Shoaler, Shoessss, Shreevatsa, Siafu, Sikle, SilkTork, Sillyfolkboy, Silverhorse, Silversink, Simetrical, Simon Peter Hughes, SimonFr, SimonP, SineWave, Singinglemon,
Siobhanx2x, Sir Arthur Wellesley, Siyavash, Sjö, Skapur, SkerHawx, Skywalker309, Sloboda999, Slowking Man, Smbball21, SmilesALot, Smitdl00, Smith Jones, Snoyes, Soccershoes1,
Sohailstyle, Soldierboy06, Solipsist, Solitude, Solo1234, Someone167, Someone65, Songtag, Sopranosmob781, SoroSuub1, Souldead, Souljaboyisgay, SpaceFlight89, Spangineer, Spartian,
Spearhead, Spencsoc23, Spettro9, Spinfrog, Spiritfly, Spiritofyuva, Sportchic623, Squids and Chips, Srnec, Ssschhh, StalwartRomanticism, Stan Shebs, Stanleyshilov, Stardome, Stebulus, Steel,
Stefan2901, StefanGjuroski, Stephen G. Brown, Stepshep, Steve Dufour, SteveMooreSmith3, Stevertigo, Sthenel, Stoa, StormBreakLoose, Str1977, Stringence, StuRat, Student7, Sumsum2010,
Sunray, Sunyah, Supercoop, SupernaturalWarfare, Susan118, Svartalf, Sw2046, SweetNightmares, Sweetlittlebrat98, SwiftSwallow, Swigenius, Symane, Sze cavalry01, THEunique, TOO,
TShilo12, Tabletop, Taebi, Tagishsimon, Tahirsabit, Takabeg, Takeaway, Takidis, Talessman, Tanaats, Tanbircdq, Tapir2001, Tariqabjotu, Tasala, Tataryn77, Tbhotch, Tebucky, Tekleni,
TeleComNasSprVen, Telex, Tennis scores 2, Terence, Texas08, That Guy, From That Show!, The 888th Avatar, The Ancyent Marinere, The Emperor's New Spy, The Giant Puffin, The Mad
Echidna, The Mysterious El Willstro, The Ogre, The Professor, The Singing Badger, The Thing That Should Not Be, The Wordsmith, The sock that should not be, The sunder king, TheDaftman,
TheKMan, TheLateDentarthurdent, TheLeopard, TheMadBaron, TheMidnighters, ThePedanticPrick, TheSeer, TheSeez, Thebike, Thepoof, Thewayandthetruth, ThinkBlue, Thiseye,
Thismightbezach, Thisthat2011, Threedots dead, Thulium, Tide rolls, TigerShark, Tight1, Tigris the Majestic, Tikiwont, TimBentley, TimComm, Timberframe, Timotab, Tiptoety, Tirreno,
Tkbwik, Tm1000, Tobby72, Tobit2, Toddhopkinson, Toddst1, Togamoos, Toilet, Toira, TokyoJunkie, Tom Lougheed, Tom harrison, Tommibg, Tommy2010, Tonsofpcs, Tony Fox, Tony
Sidaway, Torchwoodwho, Tothebarricades.tk, Tourguide, TournamentKing14, Tpbradbury, Tpoole7, Trd89, Trelvis, Trevor MacInnis, Triona, Truthanado, Truthmaniac, Tryphiodorus,
Tsunaminoai, Tsurettejr, Tucci528, Twas Now, TylerMcBride, Tyomitch, UAAC, UberCryxic, UberScienceNerd, Uch, Ukexpat, Ulric1313, Ultimasurf, Ultrakev7, UnDeadGoat, Uni 01,
UnicornTapestry, Unimaginative Username, Unionhawk, Unschool, UriBudnik, Urselius, UrukHaiLoR, Ustadny, Utcursch, Uuttyyrreess, VQuakr, Van helsing, Vardarce, Vardion, Varlaam,
VartanM, Vasil1234, Vazheh, Vekoler, Venu62, Veratien, Verdadseadicha, Vergina, Versus22, VeryVerily, Vibgy, Vicki Rosenzweig, Victor D, Vincent-D, Vineetmenon, Vjockin, Vladsinger,
Vlatkoto, Vonaurum, Vonones, Vrenator, Waerth, Wahuskies96, Wallie, Wandalstouring, Wapcaplet, Wareh, Wavelength, Wayward, Weaponbb7, Wedineinheck, Welsh, West Brom 4ever,
Wetman, Where, Whycantwegiveloveachance, Widefox, Wik, WikHead, Wiki Raja, Wiki alf, WikiDao, Wikidudeman, Wikieditor06, Wikignome0530, Wikiklrsc, Wikiman123321, Wikipelli,
Wikiuser91, Wile E. Heresiarch, Wilhjelm, WillemH, William Allen Simpson, Wimt, Windrixx, Winhunter, Winston786, Wizardman, Wmahan, WolfmanSF, Woohookitty, Worm That Turned,
WpZurp, Wrad, Wran, Wrathbone100, Wright123, Wysprgr2005, X!, Xaari, Xaosflux, Xashaiar, Xchrisblackx, Xeno, Xenovatis, Xeraxes, Xeronxeron, Xerxes DM, Xerxes DM., Xezbeth,
Xineoph, Xiong Chiamiov, Xxpor, YAHB, Yacht, Yahoo, Yamamoto Ichiro, Yangula, Yanni576, Yannis234, Yannismarou, Yath, Ybbor, Ybtcphk, Ye Olde Luke, Yesopenilno, Ylem, Yobo,
Yohomes11, Yonatan, Yousou, Yrgul66, Ytcracker, Yusufkhan, Yv5erp, Zafel, Zap Rowsdower, Zapvet, Zauberflote, Zeke1066, ZenMomentum, Zeno of Elea, Zeta1127,89thLegion, Zfr,
Zigger, Zmmz, Zoe, Zoicon5, Zsinj, Zuracech lordum, ZxxZxxZ, Zzedar, Zzuuzz, Δ, Δρακόλακκος, ΘΕΟΔΩΡΟΣ, ΚΕΚΡΩΨ, Υπνερωτομαχία, Амартүвшин, باسم, ♥HollisterHottie!♥, 3530
anonymous edits

Amazons  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509331759  Contributors: 041744, 1pezguy, 216.99.203.xxx, 28421u2232nfenfcenc, A Nobody, Abbthecrab, AdSR, Adam Bishop,
Adam Keller, Adwonder, Aecis, Ahoerstemeier, Aksi great, Alansohn, Alexf, Alteredlife, AltiusBimm, Amalas, Amire80, Amity150, Anastrophe, Andre Engels, Andreas Kaganov, Andrew
Dalby, Andrew K. Zimmerman, Andrew c, Angr, AnnaFrance, AnnaKucsma, AnonMoos, Anthony Appleyard, ArglebargleIV, Argos'Dad, ArtHound, Artemisboy, Asarelah, Ashenai, Ashton
Coochter, Attilios, Aziri, BD2412, Badseed, Balthazarduju, Baristarim, Beland, Berdiau, Biruitorul, Bksatyanarayana, Bmicomp, Boing! said Zebedee, BrainyBabe, BrianGV, Briangotts, Briony
Coote, Britkuckel, BrokenSegue, Brown Shoes22, BrvHeart, Butseriouslyfolks, Bwsmith84, CALR, Cactusbin, Caerwine, Camembert, Canada fox, Canisestmortis, Catalographer, Ccacsmss,
Charles Matthews, Choalbaton, Chocolateboy, Chris 73, Chris the speller, Chrislk02, Chriswiki, Ciaccona, Clarifer, Classicfilms, Cleath, Colonies Chris, ConjurusRex, Conversion script,
Crowsmen, Cryptic, Cuchullain, Curps, Cynwolfe, Cyrius, DBigXray, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, Daf, Damian Yerrick, Davidiad, Davinashetty, Dawynn, Dbachmann, Dcattell, DerHexer,
Dimboukas, Discospinster, Dodo, Dominus, Donreed, Dooky, Dougweller, Drax10, Drieakko, Dudecakes, Dustin Pearson, Dvyost, Dyamantese, Dysepsion, Earl chip, Earth, Eastlaw,
Ecopetition, Edward, Ehheh, Eisnel, El Cubano, El-Ahrairah, Elvenscout742, Ergative rlt, Erlkazar, Espresso beans, Eyrian, Fang 23, Faustus001, Fidelia, Fightingforwhatsright, Fireswordfight,
Firetank2, FisherQueen, Flauto Dolce, Flibjib8, Flopy, Florian Blaschke, Flowerpotman, Fluteflute, Folantin, Fordmadoxfraud, Francis Schonken, Fred t hamster, Fsvallare, Funandtrvl, Furrykef,
Future Perfect at Sunrise, Fuzheado, Gadahaga, Galoubet, Gary King, Gbleem, Genie, Gherald, Ghewgill, Gogo Dodo, Gohell, Goldfritha, GoonerDP, Gradiva, Graham87, Greatgavini, GregorB,
Grenavitar, Grizzozo, Guilins, GuillaumeTell, Haabet, Haham hanuka, Hahnchen, Hairy Dude, HairyDruid, HalfOfElement29, Hansen Sebastian, HarryHenryGebel, Hazhk, Hdt83, Hectorian,
Herodotus85, Hersfold, Hidden Author, HisSpaceResearch, Hongooi, Hospitallier, Hveziris, Ignacio Bibcraft, Ihcoyc, Iloveyoulots, In8sworld, Internedko, Iohannes Animosus, Ipstenu,
Isopropyl, Iwfi, Ixfd64, J.delanoy, JaadesA, Jackiestud, Jakz34, Jalwikip, Jbattersby, Jensenatwood, Jerry, JesterCountess, Jim10701, Joanna.Licata, Joelholdsworth, John.St, Jon Harald Søby,
JorisvS, Jprg1966, Jrockley, Jrphayes, JuJube, Julian Mendez, Jéské Couriano, Kairos, Kakoui, Kanags, Karl Dickman, Katieh5584, Kchishol1970, Ken Gallager, Kevs, Kidicarus222, King Bee,
Kintetsubuffalo, Koavf, Kowloonese, KuroiShiroi, Lagringa, Lambiam, Lawless fan, Leandrod, Leoni2, Leonidaa, Liastnir, Lightriders, Ling.Nut, LittleOldMe, Lomn, Lorynote, Lotje, Lugnad,
Lumos3, MPerel, Macedonian, Magiclite, Magnoliasouth, Mallaccaos, Manu bcn, Mario777Zelda, Martial Law, MattGiuca, Matthew Auger, MatthewJ, Megistias, Melelaswe, Mentifisto, Mercy,
Merman, Michael Hardy, Mike Rosoft, Mike Selinker, Milkyface, Mirv, Mistress Selina Kyle, Mjk2357, Modulatum, Monkeymox, Moshwithme6, Mtloweman, Muhandes, Mustafaa, Myofilus,
N419BH, NYArtsnWords, Nakon, Nandesuka, Nasz, NawlinWiki, Neddyseagoon, Neil Clancy, Neilc, NeoJustin, Nerdoy, Niceguyedc, Nihiltres, Ninjaclown123456, Noclevername, Noctibus,
Noe, Nono64, Norcom80, NuclearWarfare, Odysses, Ogress, Olaf Simons, Omicronpersei8, Omnipedian, Orangefreak, Osho-Jabbe, Oskar Sigvardsson, PANONIAN, Palbrattberg, Palthainon,
PandaKnight, Parsecboy, ParthianShot, Paul August, Pax:Vobiscum, Pettifogger, Pharos, Philip Trueman, Phlyaristis, PhnomPencil, Phthoggos, Piandcompany, Pigman, Pill, Pilot Pirx, PinchasC,
Piotrus, Pladask, Plamoa, PoccilScript, Polylerus, Porcina, Portillo, Powerzilla, PravoSlav, Psycostas, Quintote, R'n'B, RafaAzevedo, Rak3sh, Raven in Orbit, Rebrane, Red Slash, Rich
Farmbrough, Rjwilmsi, Rossami, Rtkat3, Ruhrfisch, Ryulong, S. Neuman, SCD, Samurai Cerberus, Sandstein, SarahStierch, Sexibeast09, Shadowjams, Shikai shaw, SigmaEpsilon, Sikon, Simon
Peter Hughes, Sintonak.X, Slash, Sonabona, Soumyasch, Spaceghostguy, Spartan198, SpectrumDT, Squids and Chips, SrAtoz, Steinsky, Sterio, Stoa, StradivariusTV, Susvolans, Svetovid,
T@nn, TAnthony, TUF-KAT, Taco325i, Tajik, That Guy, From That Show!, The Behnam, The Man in Question, The Ungovernable Force, Thnksfrthmmrs007, Thu, Tickle me, Tierjj, Til
Eulenspiegel, TimBentley, Timo Honkasalo, Titoxd, Tjdh, Tobias Conradi, Toira, Tom12519, Tomtheman5, Tonyrex, Trebor, Tucci528, Tummyhurt2, Turquoiseeyes, TyeKor, UberScienceNerd,
Ulric1313, Uncle Dick, UniversalHero, UtherSRG, Valerije, Van helsing, Vince In Milan, Viriditas, Voyager Bogg, Vultur, WAS 4.250, Wahabijaz, WaightZer, WarthogDemon, Welsh, Wereon,
Werewolfking, Wetman, Wiglaf, Wiki1609, Wikiwhiz, Will Beback, Wsiegmund, XPTO, Xed, Yamara, Yonwe, ZZz, Zhie, Zippedinabag, Zummis, Zzuuzz, 632 anonymous edits

Antiope  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=506326477  Contributors: 777sms, Albmont, Andrew Dalby, Asarelah, Ben Liblit, CesarB, Cuchullain, Davidiad, Deflective, Doug
Coldwell, Goldenrowley, Habibul, Icairns, Jeffsterz, John of Reading, Kent Wang, Kerowyn, Kwamikagami, Loupiotte, Metodicar, Nono64, Ntennis, Paul August, Phlyaristis, Pigman, Prari,
Pwqn, Pyrop, RexNL, SarahStierch, SpeedyGonsales, T@nn, The Epopt, The Singing Badger, Trimp, VPliousnine, Waacstats, Wareh, 15 anonymous edits

Otrera  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=507008790  Contributors: Aophite, Artemisboy, Asarelah, Care, Catalographer, Chronicler, Colonies Chris, Daimore, Davidiad,
GeeJo, Gtrmp, JoanneB, Mrwojo, Paul August, Phlyaristis, RafaAzevedo, RexNL, Rrostrom, SimonMayer, T@nn, Tim1357, Tucci528, Viriditas, Waacstats, 16 anonymous edits

Penthesilea  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509015324  Contributors: Albmont, Andres, Andrewcaleb, Asarelah, Bryan Derksen, Catalographer, Cfailde, Chrisle,
CommonsDelinker, Crowsnest, Cynwolfe, David Latapie, Davidhorman, Dbachmann, Denismattos, DionysosProteus, Doug Coldwell, El-Ahrairah, EldoraLuthiena, Finduilas 09, Freakofnurture,
Geronimochic, HarryHenryGebel, JLD, JakeVortex, Janggeom, JohnOwens, Jwy, K. Takeda, La Fuente, Mark83, Neddyseagoon, Neelix, Odeveli, Paul August, Phlyaristis, Pigman, Pimlottc,
Renato Caniatti, Rrostrom, Sailko, Sasha Kopf, Spiros71, SteveStrummer, T@nn, Taranet, Tashkop, Trigaranus, Truthkeeper88, Tucci528, Valmoer, Wetman, 49 anonymous edits

Thalestris  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510191740  Contributors: Acaliboso, Andrew Dalby, Asarelah, Bramfab, Catalographer, Cuchullain, Dijkschneier, Dodshe,
Girolamo Savonarola, Gtrmp, Matsuzaki-Koudou, Omnipaedista, Orlando098, Oskar71, R'n'B, Ricardo Carneiro Pires, Rparle, Sdr, Spartan198, T@nn, Tucci528, Vic Fontaine, 16 anonymous
edits

Labours of Hercules  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508704956  Contributors: -Ril-, 78.146.132.102 Classics, A3RO, Achowat, Ahoerstemeier, Akhilleus, Alagos, Alai, 
Alansohn, Aldux, Amit6, Andy M. Wang, Arcturus, Ashley.pickin, Avs5221, Bazonka, BigrTex, Bkell, Bovineone, Bowlhover, Brandonm0720, Brentonco, CKarnstein, CZmarlin, Calvin 1998, 
Calvinit21, Cgingold, ChrisGualtieri, Chrisduncanaudio, Christian Kreibich, Ckruschke, CommonsDelinker, Cuchullain, Cyan22, Cynwolfe, D, D. Webb, DHN, Dac04, Davidiad, Deanmayeux, 
Death mageck for adepts, DerHexer, Dgw, Discospinster, DreamGuy, Dynayellow, E2eamon, EALacey, East718, Edward321, Eric-Wester, Espoo, Fang Aili, Firetank2, FlyingToaster, Foobaz, 
Foogod, Francis Tyers, GTBacchus, Gary cumberland, Gasheadsteve, Glatisant, Golgofrinchian, GreyCat, Haiduc, Hajor, Hede2000, Hfxhjd12, Hickman1997, Icairns, Igordebraga, Iwfi, 
JLROSENB, Jake Wartenberg, Jamesgclam, Jhpace1, Jj137, Karlthegreat, Kateshortforbob, Kbluebig, Kccarney, KillerChihuahua, King of Hearts, Koavf, Kostisl, L Kensington, L'ecrivant, 
Lamuk69, Legion fi, Leschr01, Ling.Nut, LukeJayTed, Lynndunn, Macg4cubeboy, Mandarax, Marcus Brute, Marktreut, Matilda, Matthania, Matthew Proctor, Megan.rw1, Meisterkoch, Melesse, 
Merenta, Michael Fleischhacker, Mike Rosoft, Minchenko Michael, Molerat, Mschel, Mufka, Mumiemonstret, Nenuial, Nikai, Omnipaedista, Owen214, PGSONIC, PKT, Paul August, Pelago, 
Peter Harding-Roberts, Pewwer42, Phgao, Philip Trueman, Piledhigheranddeeper, Pinkadelica, Platonicduck, Politas, Prashan Edirisinghe, Pseudomoi, Queen Rhana, Qwertyus, RafaAzevedo, 
RazielZero, Richard Arthur Norton (1958- ), Ricky81682, Risingstar12, Ronhjones, Rotok, Rtkat3, Rumping, SAB201030, SJP, Sam Hocevar, Sandersti, Sannse, Schlagwerk, Sciurinæ,



Article Sources and Contributors 415

Seanblythe, Sheitan, Shifter95, Sintaku, Skizzik, Slawojarek, Slightsmile, Soetermans, Spartan-James, SpitfireMk, Subzerosmokerain, Tabletop, Taggart Transcontinental, Tagishsimon, Tgeairn,
The Nut, TheTrojanHought, Theelf29, Tide rolls, Tikiwont, Timwi, Tommy2010, Triskaideka, Tweenk, Twospoonfuls, TyCamden, Ulrichstill, Utcursch, Varlaam, Walruschild, Warrenfarrugia,
Wereon, Wetman, Wikibob, Wikipelli, Will-B, WingZero, Wknight94, WookieInHeat, Writtenright, Yodmemhe, Zachlipton, 449 anonymous edits

Nemean lion  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=500396757  Contributors: -Ril-, AS, Airplaneman, Alansohn, Allens, Anaxial, Andre Engels, Andrewrp, Boing! said Zebedee,
BoomerAB, BrianGV, Bryan Derksen, Butsuri, CambridgeBayWeather, CanadianLinuxUser, Chrylis, Conniption, Cxz111, Cyan, Cygnus78, Cynwolfe, D. Webb, D3t3ctiv3, DIEGO RICARDO
PEREIRA, DaArbitur, Damirgraffiti, DarknessOfTheNight, David Shay, Deanlaw, Deucalionite, Diannaa, Discospinster, Douglasfrankfort, Doulos Christos, Ehjort, Ehrenkater, El barto8,
ErikTheRed13, FinalRapture, Frozenevolution, GLaDOS, Goaliegrl186, Goustien, Gscshoyru, Gtrmp, Hailey C. Shannon, Icairns, J.delanoy, Ja 62, Jbonilla 61, Jeff G., Josh3580, Kanodin,
Kbckool, Kentaru z, Lerdthenerd, Lotje, Mark Arsten, Materialscientist, Mboverload, Megan1967, Midnightblueowl, Mikofla, Mirv, NeilEvans, No ah, Npeters22, Nsaa, Omnipaedista,
Oxymoron83, Panellet, Parsecboy, Paul August, Pburka, Per Honor et Gloria, Personman, Pibwl, Pilgrim 013, Postoak, Prashan Edirisinghe, Puckly, RandomCritic, Redmosquito720,
Ricky81682, Rjwilmsi, Robby, Robert K S, Rtkat3, S3000, SQGibbon, SaliereTheFish, Scottandrewhutchins, Selina 184, Silverfish, SmokeyDrag669, Sole Soul, Sophus Bie, SortedButter,
Sotaru, St.stubes, Subzerosmokerain, T@nn, Tabletop, Tcncv, The Epopt, Thestaff, Tholme, Tide rolls, Triskaideka, Tucci528, TutterMouse, User5910, Varlaam, Wafulz, William Avery,
Wmsily, Wolfdog, WolfmanSF, WoodElf, Woohookitty, Yaris678, Zaqarbal, Zeimusu, 262 anonymous edits

Lernaean Hydra  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=503624314  Contributors: -Ril-, 1950salvador, 5telios, 95BJCCJC, A Nobody, AJR, AS, Aastrup, Accurizer,
Adamsaunder4, Addshore, Aecis, Ahoerstemeier, Akhilleus, Alansohn, Alfie66, AndreasPraefcke, Apostrophe, Arakunem, Arthena, Avienus, BOZ, Baa, Backtable, Bayito, Beezhive, BelleBell,
Ben Tibbetts, Bento00, Bibliomaniac15, BlazerKnight, Bluerasberry, Bmk, Bobo192, Boing! said Zebedee, Borgx, Brambleclawx, Brewmaster52, Broncohunt, Bryan Derksen, Burgercat,
CWY2190, Calm, Canuckle, CardinalDan, CarinaT, Caulde, CaveatLector, Chaheel Riens, Christian List, Chuunen Baka, Ckatz, Closedmouth, Coasterlover1994, Combination,
CommonsDelinker, Crazyharp81602, Crimsongrave, Crvst, CuteHappyBrute, CyberCerberus, Cynwolfe, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DBishop1984, Dajagr, DanD, Darth Panda, Davemcarlson,
Davidiad, DeadEyeArrow, Dehbach, Deinonychus, Demod, DerHexer, Discospinster, Divilla, Donaldcx, Dr.K., Draconix, Dragonsinn, DreamGuy, Ebichu63, Elonka, Epbr123, Eric-Wester,
ErikTheRed13, Extransit, Eyrian, Falcon8765, Fightindaman, FocalPoint, Free Bear, GeeJo, Gilliam, Gilligan Skipper, Gjjpjr, Gladrius, Gracefool, Gtrmp, Guermantes, Gurko, Hazel77,
HeartofaDog, Hierophantasmagoria, Hump6543, Icairns, IceDrake523, Ihcoyc, Imasqrrl, Indon, InternalPain, Ioscius, Irishguy, Iwfi, J.delanoy, JLaTondre, Jakblax, JamesHenstridge, Jaw959,
JesseGarrett, JorgeGG, Joshuapaquin, Jusdafax, KHM03, Kaldar, Kbh3rd, Kelapstick, Kikos, Killy mcgee, Knarlus, Kraftlos, Krissy88, Kuenzlen, Kwamikagami, Lanthanum-138, Lawrencema,
LeeNapier, Leovizza, Leuko, Lights, Longbow4u, Macrakis, Mallanox, Mallerd, Manop, Martarius, Materialscientist, Mathonius, Mav, Mbc362, Merc25, MetaManFromTomorrow, Mike Rosoft,
Mike s, Mirv, N5iln, Neddyseagoon, NeilEvans, Nihonjoe, NordhornerII, Ochiba, Ogami Itto, Oliver202, Omnipaedista, OrangeDog, Orangemike, Otto4711, PPF, Papak22, Paul Erik, Pauli133,
Per Honor et Gloria, Phantomsteve, Pharaoh of the Wizards, Phil Boswell, Physicistjedi, Pibwl, Pierocks987, Pigman, Pikawil, Piper luke, Pmanderson, Poeloq, Preator1, Pujolsrox11, Quarl,
RadiantRay, RainbowOfLight, Ravikiran r, Redbird 41, Reddi, Renato Caniatti, Reuvenk, Richard75, Risenor, Rsabbatini, Rtkat3, RyanCross, Salvio giuliano, Sam Korn, Seaphoto, Shanes,
Shanmugamp7, ShelfSkewed, Shikai shaw, Shingen, Shinjiman, Shizhao, Shotwell, Slayerteez, Smalljim, SoWhy, Some jerk on the Internet, Soup man, SpikeMolec, SquallBL, Steven Weston,
Stoive, Stwalkerster, T@nn, THEN WHO WAS PHONE?, Templatehater, That Guy, From That Show!, The Illusive Man, The Thing That Should Not Be, Thejavadrinker, Thunderbrand, Tigga
en, Tim Long, Timbreeze, Tomixdf, Tosh.o.hsot, Tot12, Tucci528, Varlaam, Veledan, Versus22, Vina, Violetriga, Vipinhari, Wara, Welshwatch, Wetman, Whispering, Wolfmon3y, WoodElf,
XJamRastafire, Xeno, Yansa, Youssefsan, ZacBowling, Zyxwvutsrqp, 660 anonymous edits

Ceryneian Hind  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=501273904  Contributors: -Ril-, Anomo, Bonesiii, Calm, Caribbean H.Q., Ckruschke, Clarityfiend, Cynwolfe, Deucalionite,
Didactohedron, Donnaidh sidhe, Five-toed-sloth, FocalPoint, G.dallorto, Glimz, Icairns, Iwfi, Kenodai, Khajidha, Monkeycheetah, NeilEvans, Oashi, OneWeirdDude, Panellet, Pjetter,
Ricky81682, Rrburke, Ruakh, Rursus, Shimeru, Sillyfolkboy, Subzerosmokerain, Tucci528, Tufflaw, Wetman, Wikielwikingo, WoodElf, Xtifr, Лёкса, 63 anonymous edits

Erymanthian Boar  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508237135  Contributors: -Ril-, Airplaneman, Allissonn, Amit6, Annielogue, BigJustice, Blue Danube, Bryan Derksen,
CiaPan, Coemgenus, Dark hyena, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Everyking, Giorgos P., Goustien, Gravitan, Gurch, Hbeil, Hornlitz, Icairns, Iwfi, JW1805, Kostisl, Macedonian, Manwithbrisk,
MarnetteD, Naddy, NeilEvans, Nerrolken, Omnipaedista, Phlyaristis, Rtkat3, T@nn, TheTrojanHought, Tide rolls, Tucci528, User5910, Wetman, Wikiklrsc, WoodElf, 68 anonymous edits

Augeas  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=507742387  Contributors: -Ril-, Akhilleus, Albmont, Anaraug, Andre Engels, Andres, Andycjp, Apers0n, Ardonik, Belovedfreak,
Betacommand, Boldlybravely, Bryan Derksen, Catalographer, Chrylis, Cronium, CyberCerberus, David Biddulph, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Dohn joe, Felizdenovo, Fuuchild, GFHandel, Gilliam,
Gladrius, Gorank4, Grue, Ibbn, Icairns, Immanuel Giel, Immblueversion, Iwfi, J36miles, Jack Merridew, Jeepday, Jerzy, Jlundell, John K, Jordi Roqué, Jstjames, KSmrq, Kalaong, Keraunos,
Kostisl, Kpjas, Lradrama, Manormadman, Marktreut, Montchav, Moondoll, Omar77, PEARroots, Pgan002, Phlyaristis, Pibwl, Pmanderson, Quarl, Rabbit!, Raphink, Raul654, Ravenous, Renato
Caniatti, Rexpilger, Ricky81682, Robhogg, Sandstein, SidP, Simon Peter Hughes, Stepheng3, T@nn, Taroaldo, Tfine80, Thingg, Thumperward, Tigga en, Tony1, Tricky Wiki44, Tucci528,
WoodElf, Writtenright, Yurik, Zaqarbal, 88 anonymous edits

Stymphalian birds  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510390770  Contributors: -Ril-, Avg, Aviados, Bluerasberry, Bobrayner, BrettAllen, Brian0918, Capricorn42,
Cmdrjameson, Cuchullain, CyberCerberus, D. Webb, Deucalionite, DreamGuy, Epiphanic, ErikTheRed13, Excirial, Finlay McWalter, G.dallorto, Gadfium, Grapegrape, Hyperboreios, Icairns,
Irawrdinosaur, Jclemens, Kappa, Kimiko, Kostisl, Ktr101, Martínhache, Mikaey, Mintrick, Mirv, Murtasa, NeilEvans, Odysses, Oroso, Pearle, Pinethicket, Rtkat3, Scottandrewhutchins,
Slawojarek, SpuriousQ, T@nn, Tucci528, Varlaam, WoodElf, Xtifr, Zaqarbal, ΚΕΚΡΩΨ, Александър, 86 anonymous edits

Cretan Bull  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509880706  Contributors: -Ril-, Addihockey10, Alai, Angela, AvicAWB, B0Rn2bL8, Betacommand, BigFatBuddha,
Catalographer, Cheeni, Clarityfiend, DaBears34, DabMachine, Davidiad, Dbachmann, Death Crysis, Delirium, Derek Ross, Douglasfrankfort, G.dallorto, Hiccup42, ICE77, Icairns, Iwfi, Jarble,
Knyght27, Kyameren Shiroi, Lady Mondegreen, Lanthanum-138, MALLUS, Marktreut, Mayukh iitbombay 2008, Michaelas10, Mtiedemann, Murtasa, NeilEvans, Nikai, Philip Trueman,
Risingstar12, Rorshacma, Rursus, Saforrest, SimonP, Sonicsuns, T@nn, Thestaff, Tucci528, Urco, Wikifried, WoodElf, Zaqarbal, 84 anonymous edits

Mares of Diomedes  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=498791361  Contributors: -Ril-, Alex '05, Allissonn, Anthony Appleyard, Belovedfreak, Bigyaks, Bobo192, Bryan
Derksen, Bubba Chilukuri, Catalographer, Clarityfiend, Darksasami, Deagle AP, Didactohedron, Diomidis Spinellis, Dominic Hardstaff, Drutt, Excirial, Eythian, G.dallorto, Gonzalo Diethelm,
Goustien, Gtrmp, Hermógenes Teixeira Pinto Filho, Heunir, Hut 8.5, Icairns, Iwfi, Kdavidturner, MARKELLOS, Mallaccaos, Mira, Montanabw, Murtasa, NeilEvans, Nivekin, Olan7allen,
Omnipaedista, Psychonaut, Quale, Ricky81682, Rtkat3, Rursus, Satanael, SchuminWeb, SimonLyall, Slawojarek, T@nn, Thomas Graves, Tucci528, Unionhawk, WoodElf, Zaqarbal, 63
anonymous edits

Hippolyta  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509662229  Contributors: -Ril-, A2Kafir, A520, Aanzalone, Acegikmo1, Akasassygirl9797, Alarbus, AlbertSM, Am86,
Anarchangel23, Andreas Kaganov, Andres, AndyJones, AnonMoos, Aophite, Artemisboy, Asarelah, Atlantas, Bryan Derksen, Canderson7, Canon, CapitalR, Carmengrrr72, Catalographer,
Ckruschke, Clarityfiend, Cranston lamont, Cueball8384, Cynwolfe, DCNanney, Dave314159, Delirium, Diomedea Exulans, Dobermanxxx, Dodshe, DonMan8848, Ellywa, Emmykay08,
Empty90, Eyrian, Filipvr, Furius, Fyyer, G.dallorto, Goldenrowley, Goustien, GreatWhiteNortherner, HarryHenryGebel, Heelsfan9296, Henrickson, Husond, Icairns, Ihcoyc, Ioscius, Irish Pearl,
Iwfi, Jeffq, Jejorda2, JesterCountess, Jmh649, Justin Eiler, Kafziel, Kaijan, Karl-Henner, Kf4bdy, Ktr101, LedgendGamer, Logan 2006, MCTales, Ma'ame Michu, Madhero88, Marcus Brute,
Marek69, Mark83, Matsuzaki-Koudou, Mclay1, NeilEvans, Noclevername, Omnipedian, Orville Eastland, Panellet, Paul Barlow, Pb30, Phlyaristis, Pilot Pirx, Pinethicket, Pishogue, Qxz,
RainbowOfLight, Raven in Orbit, Renato Caniatti, RexNL, Robert K S, Roo72, Satanael, SchuminWeb, Seb az86556, Sethrichards, Shanes, Srich32977, Stepheng3, Surrin5656, T@nn,
TAnthony, Tadorne, The Epopt, The Singing Badger, The Thing That Should Not Be, Tide rolls, Tinlash, Tot12, Trimp, Tucci528, Twozenhauer, USN1977, VanPelt101, Versus22, Vipinhari,
Warwolf1, Wetman, WoodElf, Wrad, Writtenright, Xangbar, Yill577, Yossarian, Zythe, 211 anonymous edits

Geryon  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=501778806  Contributors: -Ril-, Ahoerstemeier, Akwatik pengwin, Alai, Algebra, Alynelle, Angela, Ap, Apokryltaros, Apparition11,
Avono, B00P, Barefootguru, Bennó, BigJustice, Bobo192, Boredzo, BorgQueen, Butko, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CesarB, Clarityfiend, Cmdrjameson, CyberCerberus, Cynwolfe,
Danharms, DanielCD, Darkest tree, Davidiad, Deflective, Deor, Deucalionite, Dhawal1, Discospinster, Doc Tropics, DocWatson42, Dread Lord Geryon, Ekwos, Epbr123, Erik the Red 2, Eyrian,
Fraggle81, Froggy88, Gennojo Kuchiki, Geogre, George100, Gilliam, Gtrmp, Icairns, Ioscius, Iwfi, J1729, Jastrow, K-UNIT, Kafka Liz, Kjlewis, KrytenKoro, Kwamikagami, Laura Anglin,
Leutha, LilHelpa, Longsnout, Lotje, Mordicai, MssngrDeath, Myasuda, Nasz, OS2Warp, Oberiko, Odysses, Omnipaedista, Oxymoron83, Padme22, Paul August, Pdcook, Petr Kopač, Pfhreak,
Philip Trueman, Renato Caniatti, Rickoon64, Ricky81682, Robbstrd, RoyBoy, Rtkat3, Sam Hocevar, Satanael, Sonjaaa, Squalk25, Starkiller637, Stewed Rabbit, Str1977, Strausszek, T@nn,
Thunderstone99, Tiddly pop, Toira, Tresiden, Tucci528, Varlaam, Welsh, Wetman, Wiki alf, WoodElf, Xangbar, Xtifr, Yak, 178 anonymous edits

Hesperides  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=506752088  Contributors: -Ril-, Abu America, Alai, Alex Klotz, AlexChurchill, Andre Engels, Andrew Dalby, Angel David,
BD2412, Bacchiad, Benc, Bob Burkhardt, Bongjangho123, Boredzo, Bryan Derksen, Cadillac, Clarityfiend, Couldntthinkofanusername, Craig Pemberton, CyberCerberus, Dante Alighieri,
Davidiad, Dbachmann, Dbritnell, Duplode, Elmondo21st, EoGuy, Error, Eyrian, FayssalF, Fiveofakind, G.dallorto, Galaxiaad, Galoubet, Gatta, Gfoley4, GrapeSteinbeck, Gregorof, Gtrmp,
Haham hanuka, Harter50, Hippalus, Hmains, Hveziris, Icairns, Ilya, InsaneZeroG, Itai, IvanLanin, Iwfi, J.D.Parkinson, JNW, Kewp, Kibsib, Ktr101, LachlanA, Luís Felipe Braga, M9m9m9m9,
Magioladitis, Materialscientist, Mdebets, Mixaelus, Montrealais, Mottenen, Mrwojo, Nae'blis, Neddyseagoon, Neelix, Neilc, Nev1, Nor'westerner, Nutiketaiel, Oedalis, OneWeirdDude, Paul
August, Perl, Peterklevy, Pictureuploader, Postdlf, Radagast83, Renato Caniatti, Rholton, Ricky81682, Rob, Rror, Rufflesthechip, Rursus, SMcCandlish, Satanael, SchuminWeb, Simon Peter
Hughes, Slyguy, T@nn, THEN WHO WAS PHONE?, Tariqabjotu, Tchoutoye, Telion, Toira, Troutsneeze, Tucci528, Twospoonfuls, Ulric1313, UtherSRG, Wetman, Wikianon, WoodElf,
Zaqarbal, Zgystardst, 137 anonymous edits

Cerberus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510791538  Contributors: -Ril-, .:Ajvol:., 0XQ, 192.146.136.xxx, 200.191.188.xxx, 2D, 3462352345gsgfasdg, 61.9.133.xxx, 
A930913, Achangeisasgoodasa, Acroterion, Aeusoes1, Ahoerstemeier, Ajplmr, Alai, Alan Au, Alan McBeth, Alansohn, Alastair Haines, Aldaron, Aldy, AllanBz, Allermesuffit, Alphachimp,



Article Sources and Contributors 416

Altecocker, Amazins490, Ameliorate!, Amphytrite, Andrewaltogether, Andy Christ, AndyBQ, AngelovdS, Anne McDermott, AnonMoos, Anthony Appleyard, Anticipation of a New Lover's
Arrival, The, Apostrophe, Archetypo, Atif.t2, Aviper2k7, Azuizo, Bacchiad, Barrygross, Bass fishing physicist, Bellend77, Bento00, Betacommand, Bgtgwazi, BillFlis, Bioform 1234, Blethering
Scot, BluishPixie, Blumpkin, Bob Burkhardt, Bob the Wikipedian, Boredzo, BorgQueen, Bwilkins, CIreland, Cabiria, Calabe1992, CalicoCatLover, Caltas, Calvin 1998, Camster360,
Capricorn42, CardinalDan, Caribbean H.Q., Carlroller, Catalographer, Cereberus, Cereberus1204, Cessator, Chanlord, Charles Matthews, Chetlaiho, Chevinki, Chisel28, ChorleyBoy, Chris
Mason, Clarityfiend, Closedmouth, Cmdrjameson, Conversion script, Coolcatj99, Coopkev2, Corpx, Courcelles, Cremepuff222, CyberCerberus, DabMachine, Damicatz, DanielCristofani, Dark
hyena, DarkAngel007, Davidiad, Davidkazuhiro, DeadEyeArrow, Deflective, Deltabeignet, Denoir, Deor, Depressed Marvin, DerHexer, Deucalionite, Dnkjdjaj8, Doniago, Dr.K., DreamGuy,
Drekmorin, Drewdrummr, Dtaw2001, ENeville, EXcapiZm, Eaefremov, Earthsound, Edderso, Eduardo8a, Eine, Elainalogiurato, Electrovalve, Elegarth, Elf, EliasAlucard, Ellywa, Enter the
Dragon, Enter_the_Dragon, Epbr123, Escape Orbit, Etherjammer, EverybodyLovesSomebody, Everyking, EvilOverlordX, Ewlyahoocom, Eyrian, FakeAvJs-A, Fedor, Feinoha, Fiziker,
FleetCommand, Flewis, Foot Dragoon, Francisco Valverde, FrenchIsAwesome, Fuzheado, Fvw, GEWilker, Gardener101, Gareth Griffith-Jones, Gary2863, Garydave, GcSwRhIc, Geekboy6,
Gianfranco, Gillett Coles Family, Gilliam, Glane23, Gnuslov, Goddess Gift, Gracenotes, Graham87, Gtrmp, Guiltyspark, Guitarechoes, Gutsul, HCA, Haham hanuka, Hannu, Haploidavey,
Harryboyles, Harrybrothers, Hiretsu, Hobartimus, Hu, Hydrogen Iodide, Icairns, Ida Shaw, Igglepoo, Ihcoyc, Immunize, ImperatorExercitus, Inka 888, InspectorTiger, Inter, Ipatrol, IronPalm,
ItisandwillalwaysbeAnik, J.delanoy, JCheng, JQF, JSmith9579, JW1805, JaGa, Jagflame, Jake Wartenberg, James086, Jamiedouglas, Jcw69, Jeepo, JegaPRIME, Jepaan, JimRhodes, Jimfbleak,
JoDonHo, Johnbod, Jojhutton, Jonneyisabamf, Jonny2x4, JpGrB, Juliancolton, Junglecat, Jusdafax, Justiceteam, KAVEBEAR, Kappamakiman, Kenneth M Burke, Kitambi, Kjaer, Ktr101,
Kukini, Kwamikagami, Kwinston, Lafftaffy, Landon1980, Leevclarke, Leonardwee, Lfh, Lipinki, LittleOldMe, Locos epraix, LongLiveHendrix, Longhorned37, Longsnout, Lord Sephiroth,
Lostintherush, Lotje, Luna Santin, Lurlock, MCTales, MJ94, MacedonianBoy, Mailer diablo, Marek69, Marinerdawg, Mariomassone, MarkGallagher, Markschilsky, Master Thief Garrett,
Materialscientist, Mathmo, Mato, Matt Crypto, Maximillion Pegasus, McGeddon, McSly, MegaSloth, Mellery, Michael Hardy, Michael Harrington, Michael Snow, Mike Teavee, Mitsurya,
Miyagawa, Morhighan, Morning277, Mottenen, Moumouza, Mr Really Big Book Fan, Mrc1028, MusicMaker5376, Muzicmad99, Mygerardromance, Nabokov, Nadav1, Nakkene199167,
Nando.sm, Narge, Neddyseagoon, NeilEvans, Nesoo, Neurolysis, Nev1, New Age Epitome, Nihiltres, Njál, Nneonneo, Noctibus, Nonagonal Spider, OGoncho, Ohconfucius, Ojigiri,
Oldsunnygirl, One.tall.chick, Onesius, Optimist on the run, OtakuMan, OverlordQ, OwenX, Oxymoron83, Paddlewaggle, Paris1127, PateraIncus, Paul August, Pauli133, Paxsimius, Pazuzu413,
Pegaiai, Percy Snoodle, Petropoxy (Lithoderm Proxy), Pgk, Pharaoh of the Wizards, Phenylfairy, Philip Trueman, Piano non troppo, Pikawil, Pilotguy, Piroko, Pit, Plattopus, Pne, Pokemonpunk,
PortraitOfRuin, Prolog, Pruneau, Pseudomonas, QuiteUnusual, RadioKirk, Rage3000, Rambopliskin, Rampart, Randee15, Raoul NK, Raphaelaarchon, Raul654, Razorflame, Reiko Sazanami,
Remurmur, Renato Caniatti, Rich Farmbrough, RobertG, Rocastelo, Romanm, Rtkat3, Rursus, Ruzulo, Ryryrules100, Ryulong, Salvio giuliano, Satanael, Saturn-78, Schandi, Schi, Schumi555,
Scottandrewhutchins, Semperf, Sesshomaru, Shadowjams, Shii, Shirik, Sietse Snel, Siradia, Sluzzelin, Smileybone, Sneaky12, Spitfire, Steel, Stephenb, Stuartyeates, Supine, T@nn, TOO,
TUF-KAT, Tagishsimon, Tellyaddict, Templatehater, Tempodivalse, Thatguyflint, The Man in Question, The Placebo Effect, TheIntersect, TheRanger, Theranos, Thestaff, ThiagoRuiz, Thingg,
Tholme, Thund3rSh33p, Thunderbrand, Tianxiaozhang, Tide rolls, Tim Long, Tm8992, Tnarb, Tomlucky, Tony Sidaway, Tophtucker, Torgo, Trmiller, Tucci528, Turkish van, Tverbeek,
U.S.A.U.S.A.U.S.A., UltimatePyro, Unioneagle, Urocyon, User-Name, V3rt1g0, Vacuum, Valhalla, Vaporizer, Versus22, Vicki Rosenzweig, Violetriga, Washburnmav, Wayland-smith,
WereSpielChequers, Wereon, Wetman, Weyes, Whitley.101, Wikipelli, WojPob, WoodElf, Writtenright, Wylve, Y, Yekrats, Yuri Gouveia Ribeiro, Zaqarbal, Zeddicus966, Zerokitsune, Σ, 1217
anonymous edits

Argonauts  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508786836  Contributors: A3RO, ABCD, Achowat, Addshore, Albmont, Alsandro, Altairs, Amchow78, Andre Engels, Andres,
Antandrus, Art LaPella, Athang1504, BRUTE, Beige Tangerine, Ben cohen, Bender235, Bkonrad, Bojack727, Booyabazooka, Born1913, Branman515, Brian the Editor, Brian0918, Bridgecross,
Brightgalrs, CALR, Charles Matthews, Che!, CommonsDelinker, Cygnis insignis, D.Papuashvili, D6, DallasTX9, Davidiad, Debivort, Deor, Dexter2500, Digemedi, Dismas, DocWatson42,
Drawingpad, DreamGuy, DuncanHill, Elizabeyth, Ellywa, Epilepticmonkey, Erz316, Fama Clamosa, Fardarter, Ferkelparade, FocalPoint, Fourthords, FreplySpang, Fundamentisto, Future Perfect
at Sunrise, Fuzzibloke, GREYCOTE, GeorgianJorjadze, Ghirlandajo, Giantdevilfish, Gingerkopite, Glane23, GoingBatty, Goiobre, Grafen, GreatWhiteNortherner, Grim23, Haakon, Haham
hanuka, Haiduc, Hajor, Hectorian, Icaro, Initial-E, Io Katai, Ironholds, JForget, JYOuyang, Jauhienij, Jeepo, Jenks24, Jermantowicz, Jeronimo, Jguk, JohnRDaily, Joker1974, Juncal, JustAGal,
Jvlessa, Kammat, Karl-Henner, Khoikhoi, Kingturtle, L Kensington, LedgendGamer, Light current, LittleWink, Luna Santin, Lynch-giddings, MARKELLOS, MONGO, Mackenziealice,
Macrakis, Maksym Ye., Mickea, Mintrick, Neddyseagoon, Nick Number, Nickniko, Nikolaj Christensen, Nphar, Odysses, Omeganian, PEARroots, PamD, PatGallacher, Paul August, Peter Ellis,
Peterlewis, Phlyaristis, Pigman, Pinethicket, Quentar, Quuxplusone, RexNL, Rjwilmsi, Robertson-Glasgow, Rocketboy50, Rrburke, Rtkat3, Russian knight, SFrank85, SJP, Samc0rral,
Sasquach1962, Satori Son, Scartkontakt, Sfniall, Skyezx, Smitty, Soundout, Steveg99, T@nn, The Man in Question, The Singing Badger, Tr606, Tucci528, Twilightfan000, Uncle Milty, Unfree,
UtherSRG, WSU CLA 2000 Jason Group, Wahkeenah, Wareh, Welshwatch, Wikih101, WilliamD3001, Xanzzibar, Yohannes, Žiga, Олексій Гейленко, 242 ,داود مجتهدی anonymous edits

Acastus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=500377645  Contributors: AS, Andrew Gray, Another Believer, Catalographer, Cathar11, Charles Matthews, Che!, Davidiad,
Deucalionite, Dragases, Exairetos, Felizdenovo, Fordmadoxfraud, HeartofaDog, Iwfi, Joe Gatt, John, Jon Hart, Josh Grosse, Keroessa, Kimon, Knowledge4all, Lzur, Mav, Metodicar, Modster,
Monkeyturtle, Omnipedian, Opoudjis, Phlyaristis, Pigman, Robodoc.at, Rocastelo, Sajman12, Sburke, Srose, T@nn, TOO, The Man in Question, Tucci528, Tzetzes, 22 anonymous edits

Admetus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=489278006  Contributors: AS, Alagos, Albmont, Arabani, Brandmeister (old), Bryan Derksen, CalicoCatLover, Catalographer,
Che!, Cissi, Davidiad, Deflective, Derek Ross, Deucalionite, Felizdenovo, Fordmadoxfraud, Freddyd945, Gcm, Gheuf, Heliogabulus, Iwfi, John K, Jonkerz, Josh Grosse, Kanesue, Klemen
Kocjancic, OlausRex, PFMuffinStrike455 2, Pigman, Ravenous, Renato Caniatti, Rocastelo, Sarefo, SpeedyGonsales, T@nn, Tbhotch, The Man in Question, Tom Lougheed, Trwier, Tucci528,
Wetman, Wlodzimierz, 19 anonymous edits

Aethalides  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=483121902  Contributors: Alagos, Angela, Captain panda, Catalographer, Chronicler, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Erud, Flanny-chan,
Fordmadoxfraud, GeeJo, Gtrmp, Hectorian, Igiffin, Metodicar, NagCopaleen, Omnipedian, Phlyaristis, Pigman, Rjwilmsi, T@nn, TOO, Tucci528, Viking59, YUL89YYZ, 2 anonymous edits

Amphion  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=505813728  Contributors: 777sms, Appraiser, CommonsDelinker, Cplakidas, DDima, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, Davidiad,
Deucalionite, E rulez, Finbarr Saunders, Fordmadoxfraud, Gdr, Gongshow, Hajor, HarryHenryGebel, Hygelac, Ida Shaw, JamesAM, Just a Stand Up Guy, Luumu, McOoee, Michelle L Salgado,
Mkallgren, Ntennis, Omnipaedista, Omnipedian, Oskar71, Peter Isotalo, Rjwilmsi, Stemonitis, T@nn, The Epopt, The Singing Badger, Theelf29, Vargenau, Varlaam, Wapcaplet, Xezbeth, 20 ,ماني
anonymous edits

Ancaeus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=490365273  Contributors: 777sms, Amit6, Ary29, Bibi Saint-Pol, Bob Burkhardt, Bwpach, Chronicler, Davidiad, Deucalionite,
Fordmadoxfraud, GeeJo, Gongshow, Idh0854, Iwfi, Jonathan Groß, MatthewVanitas, Metodicar, Omnipedian, Phlyaristis, Pigman, Pwqn, T@nn, TimBentley, Wetman, 11 anonymous edits

Atalanta  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=506327846  Contributors: (jarbarf), 194.109.232.xxx, 2D, AVand, Abie the Fish Peddler, Abyca, Adam Cuerden, Adavidw,
Ahkond, Airwolf, Aitias, Albmont, Alex.muller, Andre Engels, Animum, Annielogue, Antandrus, Arabani, Archibald Fitzchesterfield, Artemisboy, Askari Mark, Athenemiranda, AvicAWB,
BMC Richard Hamilton, Bantam1983, Beaglebuddy36, Bfigura's puppy, BillC, Binksternet, BjKa, Blanche of King's Lynn, Bogey97, Bryan, Bunchofgrapes, Bythh, BáthoryPéter, CWii,
Casper2k3, Cgarbarino, Cheezarita, Chemyanda, Christina121, Cosmic Latte, Couldntthinkofanusername, Courcelles, Crécerelle, Cst17, Cynwolfe, DJ Clayworth, Davidiad, Deucalionite,
Djnjwd, Dougweller, Download, Downwards, Drdhaval2785, DukeEgr93, EamonnPKeane, Edderso, Edgar181, Eekerz, EmanWilm, Eubulides, EyeSerene, Fabiform, Fdewaele, Firepink,
Fortunaa, Fuzzibloke, Gilgamesh, Gjs238, Glenn, Gobonobo, Goldfritha, Goustien, Grazon, Gump Stump, Happysailor, Harland1, Head, Hectorian, Holothurion, Imlostnthought, Instinct, Isaac of
Vale, Iustinus, Iwfi, J.delanoy, JHW549, Jan Hidders, Japanese Searobin, Jc37, JimVC3, Karisuestokes, Klilidiplomus, Klondike, Kukini, Kumioko (renamed), Lbeuschlein, Little Mountain 5,
LoudNotes, Marktreut, MattW93, Mboverload, Mervyn, Mild Bill Hiccup, Moomoomoo, Mottenen, Mrfeek, Myanw, Mysterydude42, Nandesuka, Naniwako, Narsil, NatusRoma, Neddyseagoon,
Olybrius, P. S. Burton, P0mbal, Panellet, Pantheons, Paparaw, Patar knight, PatrickFisher, Pedant17, Petchboo, Phlyaristis, PigFlu Oink, Pigman, Polylerus, Queen Rhana, Radiojon, Raghith,
Reaper Eternal, Renato Caniatti, RexNL, Rigadoun, Robodoc.at, Rtkat3, Samtempleton, Sextiliana, SilverSoul91911, Sjorford, Smitty, Son of a muse, Songmaster2005, StaticGull, StefaníaB,
Stephenb, Stevey7788, Stizz, Sunlighting, T@nn, TOO, TOR, The Man in Question, Thirdboy5, Thiseye, Timrollpickering, Tizio, Tommy2010, Traxs7, Tucci528, Tvtime, Tyval, USN1977,
Vald, Victoriaedwards, WereSpielChequers, Windchaser, Wknight94, Wlodzimierz, Woohookitty, Wtmitchell, Xenophon777, Zotdragon, 402 anonymous edits

Autolycus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=506621693  Contributors: Alexandru Stanoi, Angus Cameron, Atlantas, Babajobu, Belegdal, BlackAndy, Bob Burkhardt, Brythain,
Burschik, Captain panda, Chamberlian, Charles Matthews, ClaudiaM, Csigabi, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, Daibhid C, Danohuiginn, Davidiad, Dblk, Deor, Deucalionite, Ericoides,
Felizdenovo, Filceolaire, FinalRapture, Finn Bjørklid, Flowerparty, Foxhunt king, Grafen, GroovySandwich, Hamilqart, HeartofaDog, Hectorian, Holothurion, Hveziris, ICE77, Ian Dunster,
Igiffin, Iwfi, John K, Katherine Tredwell, Kelisi, Khazar, Kurtan, Kyorosuke, Lucio Di Madaura, Macedonian, Metodicar, Mottenen, Music Sorter, NeilEvans, Phlyaristis, Picus viridis, Pigman,
Polylerus, Qp10qp, Rewinn, Robertson-Glasgow, Sandstein, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Shoaler, Spongalicious, Steveg99, T@nn, TOO, Tehr, The Singing Badger, Tomdobb, Tucci528,
WhisperToMe, ZayZayEM, 54 anonymous edits

Bellerophon  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509879759  Contributors: -ramz-, APW, AS, Abrech, Aeonx, Ajonlime, Alansohn, Alexander Doria, Alphasierra, ArielGold, 
Astavrou, BALawrence, BHenry1969, Backslash Forwardslash, Baldhur, Barek, Bart133, Bender235, BigDwiki, Bonechamber, Bryan Derksen, Calibanu, Calton, CarolGray, Catalographer, 
Chris Weimer, Chris the speller, Cruiser1, DGtal, DantanaSkywalker, DarkWedge, Davidiad, Dayfee, Dbachmann, Deflective, Delirium, Derek Ross, Dkudler, DocWatson42, Donmac, 
DreamGuy, Eclecticology, Epbr123, Fanatix, Fluffernutter, Fordmadoxfraud, Fourthords, Fæ, Gaius Cornelius, Glenn, Grendelkhan, Gtabigfan2010, GuelphGryphon98, Hemsath, Hibernian, 
Hoary, Howtheocritushadsung, HyDeckar, II MusLiM HyBRiD II, Iain99, Iwfi, Iwhitt, J.delanoy, JLD, JamesAM, Jayjay12354, JhanCRUSH, Jketola, Jparenti, Jtlog, Kafka Liz, Kasuga, 
Kicking222, Koenraad Cl, Kwamikagami, LFaraone, LTG2201, Laura1822, LeCire, Little Mountain 5, LiveLoveLearnLFC, Lots42, Lunar Jesters, Madaski, Magnus Manske, Manuel Anastácio, 
Matchups, Mdhennessey, Meowmeowchan, Merinda, Metebelis, Michael.chlistalla, Minimac, Mitsukai, Monkeyangst, Naddy, Nakos2208, Narsil, NawlinWiki, Neddyseagoon, Neelix, Nev1, 
NickPenguin, Nikkimaria, Nkocharh, Noosphere, Noplasma, Odysses, Olivier, Omaha77, Omnipaedista, Ozone77, Pablo X, Pacerlaser, Palica, Panellet, Paul August, Paul1776, Philip Trueman, 
Postmaster General, Punditah, QuartierLatin1968, Rassilon, Raven in Orbit, Ravenous, RedWolf, Renato Caniatti, Rgirl1998, RiTz21, Rmillard, Romanm, Rotcaeroib, Rtkat3, Rursus, Rygir, 
SamEV, Sanfranman59, Saravask, Savidan, SchfiftyThree, SchreiberBike, SeaJey, Shanes, SidP, SilkTork, Silver seren, Simon Peter Hughes, Sir Vicious, SlothropShuffle, Soczyczi, Sonicsora1,



Article Sources and Contributors 417

Subversive.sound, Swerdnaneb, T@nn, THF, Tbhotch, The Man in Question, The Thing That Should Not Be, Thumperward, Tide rolls, Timwi, Tiresias BC, Todd Vierling, Towaway, TravisAF,
Tucci528, Verbalcontract, Vlastimil Svoboda, West.andrew.g, Wetman, Wikipelli, Wmck, Woohookitty, Wrjames7, Yapool Seijin, Zvar, Zybergoat, 276 anonymous edits

Boreads  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=488407715  Contributors: AS, Andre Engels, Arthemius x, Arthena, Balrog-kun, CalicoCatLover, Captain panda, Davidiad,
DesertFly3, Dysmorodrepanis, Gracefool, Greyengine5, Helios13, Heron, Iwfi, J04n, Jallan, Jastrow, Jeffsterz, Jmlk17, Lotje, Nicholas Weiner, Novinha, Polylerus, Rtkat3, Shikai shaw, Spelios,
T@nn, TOO, Tucci528, Wereon, WikHead, WilliamD3001, WolfgangRieger, 27 anonymous edits

Cadmus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509188204  Contributors: 3rdAlcove, Adam Bishop, AgentCDE, Akhilleus, Alagos, Alansohn, Alexikoua, Allaidh, Andre Engels,
Becca331110, Ben iarwain, Bender235, Bianchi-Bihan, BlingBling10, Brandon, Brazzouk, Briangotts, Bryan Derksen, Carlossuarez46, Catalographer, Ccson, Charles Matthews, ChrysJazz,
Codex Sinaiticus, Cometstyles, Curps, Davidiad, Delehmes, Deucalionite, Doc Comic, Doug Coldwell, Drbreznjev, Dunlavey, Ekimdrachir, Elie plus, Ellsworth, Elzymor, Eubulides, Filos96,
Flowerparty, Folantin, Fordmadoxfraud, Foxhunt king, Gatherton, George M. Sfeir, Glevum, God2000, Goldfritha, Grudolph, Gutsul, Gyozilla, Hajor, HalfShadow, Headbomb, Hoot,
Hydrargyrum, Isfisk, Island, Itai, J.delanoy, JDspeeder1, Jallan, Jetfire85, Karl Dickman, Keith Edkins, Kimon, Klosterdev, Kranix, Laksdofweslfjwe, Leandrod, Linaduliban, Luuva, Makedonia,
Mallerd, Matsuzaki-Koudou, Mbc362, Megistias, Mild Bill Hiccup, Modster, Mottenen, Mtleslie, Netsnipe, Neznanec, Nicke Lilltroll, Nádvorník, Oda Mari, Odysses, Pawyilee, PeeJay2K3,
Philopedia, Polylerus, QuartierLatin1968, Quiddity, Quuxplusone, R'n'B, RYTO3ay5, Raul654, Renato Caniatti, Rjwilmsi, Robert K S, Romanm, Ronhjones, Scrapironjaw, Sdoumit, Selfworm,
Sentience, Sumerophile, T@nn, Template namespace initialisation script, Tesscass, The Singing Badger, Tijawi, Tony Sidaway, Tucci528, Tufflaw, UnoDosTresCatorce, Wetman, Wheelbug,
WhisperToMe, Woohookitty, Youssefaoun, 167 anonymous edits

Castor and Pollux  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510802515  Contributors: Aandroyd, Adam Keller, Aeons, Ajh16, Alanscottwalker, Alcazar84, Analytikone, Andreas
Kaganov, Andres, Anish7, Annericelover, Archibald Fitzchesterfield, Artiste-extraordinaire, Attilios, Banazir, Beck530, Benjiboi, Bobianite, Bryan Derksen, CALR, CJLL Wright, Can't sleep,
clown will eat me, Catalographer, Ccgymnast98, Ccrazymann, CharleBernardo, Chinasaur, Chochopk, ChrisO, Chvelarde, Colonies Chris, Curps, Cynwolfe, DBaba, DIEGO RICARDO
PEREIRA, Danny-w, Davidiad, Dbachmann, Deejaye6, Deflective, DeltaSigma, Demaro, Detson, Deucalionite, Dewey Finn, Dexter2500, Djnjwd, Doktor Waterhouse, Dougweller, Dpv, E.
Ripley, Easyer, Eclipsevo, Ekem, Ekwos, Enirac Sum, Ericoides, Erik the Red 2, Fidelia, Fiona CS, FlamingSilmaril, Fordmadoxfraud, Formerthings, Furrykef, Gail, Gilliam, Girlfawkes, Gjs238,
Goldfritha, Gtrmp, Gwernol, Gzkn, Hongooi, Hundredhanded, ICE77, JamesAM, Joflynn, John K, Joy, KConWiki, Katieh5584, Kazubon, Kenmayer, Kleinzach, KnightRider, Kouklatess,
Kvn8907, Kwamikagami, Känsterle, Lambros33, Leolaursen, LonelyLittleInkBird, Lowellian, Luwilt, Madmedea, Maksym Ye., Mamalujo, Markthemenace, Marktreut, Maury Markowitz,
Michael Devore, Michael Hardy, Midnightblueowl, Mike Young, Mild Bill Hiccup, Montrealais, Mtenglishteacher, Mvm.loureiro, Neddyseagoon, Neelix, Nev1, Niceguyedc, Nick Number,
Nikkimaria, Norm mit, Nuno Tavares, Omnipedian, Ospalh, PL290, Pablo X, Panairjdde, Patar knight, Patrick937, Per Honor et Gloria, Pigman, Polylerus, Poromenos, Preesey13, Pure Eeevil,
Quebec99, Quiddity, RandomCritic, Renato Caniatti, Rich Farmbrough, Robertson-Glasgow, Rursus, Sabbe, Satanael, Scepter0, Schissel, Severa, ShakespeareFan00, Skeptic2, Smitty, Superk1a,
T@nn, THF, TOO, Tabletop, Tchoutoye, Teddycee, The Epopt, The Man in Question, Tide rolls, Tom Peters, Tucci528, Ulric1313, Utcursch, Vicki Rosenzweig, Voyaging, Wereon, Wetman,
WhisperToMe, WonderbreadUSA, Xact, Xtifr, Yadusky, Yrjö Kari-Koskinen, ZPM, Zero0000, 240 anonymous edits

Erginus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=503493637  Contributors: Chronicler, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Flauto Dolce, Fram, GeeJo, Gtrmp, Hajor, JamesAM, Jsmith1000,
Macedonius, Mu, Phlyaristis, Retired username, SimonMayer, Snek01, Susvolans, T@nn, The Singing Badger, Tucci528, Valeren, Wikielwikingo, 7 anonymous edits

Euphemus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=501067779  Contributors: Alex earlier account, Andre Engels, Artemisboy, Betacommand, Captain panda, Cuchullain,
DGottschall, Davidiad, Dblk, Deucalionite, Euphemusion, Fordmadoxfraud, Fram, Gtrmp, Neilbeach, Omnipedian, OnePt618, Oreo Priest, Pere prlpz, Phlyaristis, Smelialichu, Smooth O, T@nn,
TOO, Toira, Tucci528, Unai Fdz. de Betoño, Waacstats, WilliamKF, 17 anonymous edits

Euryalus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=507819860  Contributors: -Ril-, 13alexander, AdelosRM, AgentFade2Black, Atlantas, Beezhive, BerndGehrmann, Care,
Catalographer, Che!, Chronicler, Clarityfiend, Davidiad, Deucalionite, DocWatson42, Dondoolee, Drmies, Gdr, Grudolph, Haiduc, Historian, Jimbelton, John K, Lambiam, Matveiko,
Neddyseagoon, Omnipaedista, Panellet, Paul August, Phlyaristis, Reywas92, Spellcast, Stan Shebs, T@nn, TOO, TreasuryTag, Tucci528, WikHead, 9 anonymous edits

Hylas  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=497990509  Contributors: Andreas Kaganov, Anturiaethwr, CALR, Ceoil, CommonsDelinker, Cynwolfe, Dexter2500, Doughmuffins,
Finchick, Frecklefoot, Future Perfect at Sunrise, Globeism, Gtrmp, Gutsul, Haiduc, Healthinspector, Hectorian, Hertz1888, HonestJonathan, Hylaes, Igiffin, Jacob1207, Kate, Kbdank71, Magnus
Manske, Neddyseagoon, Noahvox2, Obsidian Soul, Omnipedian, Owen, Pastafarian Nights, Paul August, Phlyaristis, PigFlu Oink, R Jordan, Rjwilmsi, Sir Edgar, Soul assassin, Syrius, T@nn,
TOO, Tomwikiaccount, Tucci528, Vald, Varlaam, WODUP, Weetjesman, Wetman, Z10x, Zahd, Zsivhawk, 51 anonymous edits

Idas  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=482033394  Contributors: 252semist, Budelberger, Carloseduardo, CatherineMunro, Che!, Deucalionite, Hectorian, Igiffin, Iwfi,
Mallaccaos, Murtasa, ObiterDicta, Phlyaristis, Renato Caniatti, Rjwilmsi, T@nn, TOO, Tucci528, 7 anonymous edits

Idmon  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=491842093  Contributors: Captain panda, Catalographer, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Dysmorodrepanis, GeeJo, Gtrmp, Gutsul, Iwfi,
J.delanoy, MatthewVanitas, Metodicar, Mottenen, Pan Dan, Paul August, Phlyaristis, T@nn, TOO, Trut-h-urts man, Tucci528, Viriditas, 14 anonymous edits

Iolaus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508406500  Contributors: Abyssus, Access Denied, Alsandair, Arb, Barticus88, Bender235, Bonbovi, Colacanthus, Confederate till
Death, Coolcoe, Cynwolfe, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, Davidiad, Dragon1027, Dysmorodrepanis, Erolos, Fatidiot1234, Finn Bjørklid, Fuhghettaboutit, Gaius Cornelius, Globeism, Haiduc,
Hmains, Iwfi, JamesBWatson, Jess Cully, Kbdank71, Keith Edkins, LP924, Laurent paris, Lesouris, Ligulem, Long Shrift, MaxSem, Miskin, Neptunekh2, Omnipedian, Palopapot, Ragestorm,
Rink, Rjwilmsi, Ronhjones, Rtkat3, SaraSee, Sik0fewl, SpideyTerry, Square87, T@nn, Tucci528, Tufflaw, Zadcat, 53 anonymous edits

Laertes  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=506321526  Contributors: Ahoerstemeier, Airunp, Annaks112, Bibi Saint-Pol, Bibliomaniac15, Chronicler, Cjwright79, D. Webb,
Davidiad, Deucalionite, Ed Poor, Ffffloyd, Flowerparty, FocalPoint, Hectorian, Hekamede, Igiffin, Iosef, Iwfi, Jeremy.Sanders, Katharina Simon, Keith nowicki, Lampica, Maksym Ye., Nev1,
Outriggr, Panellet, Paul August, Physicistjedi, Poor Yorick, Redeagle688, Rhodesian Ridgeback, Rich Farmbrough, Rjwilmsi, Robertson-Glasgow, T@nn, TOO, ThePlaz, Tpb, Tucci528,
Tzetzes, Vald, Vector Potential, WhisperToMe, Zbxgscqf, 71 anonymous edits

Laocoön  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508787273  Contributors: Adam Carr, Alma Pater, Amberrock, Andrew Dalby, Annaks112, Anypodetos, Aorbeth, Arthena, Attilios,
Austriacus, BRUTE, Balcer, Bem bom, Bento00, Beyond silence, BiT, Bob Burkhardt, Breceb, Buck O'Nollege, Cellorando, ChristopherWillis, Conversion script, Cream10152, Cuchullain,
Davidiad, Deflective, Derek Ross, DocWatson42, Dr.K., Drysarcasm, Dsmdgold, El-Ahrairah, Ellsworth, Ellywa, Enivid, Erud, Finduilas 09, Finlay McWalter, Furrykef, Gaius Cornelius,
Goldenrowley, Graham Chapman, Hectorian, Helios13, Hephaestos, Igoldste, JForget, Jauhienij, Jbonilla 61, Jean-Christophe BENOIST, Karl Dickman, Khazar, Kwamikagami, Laocoön11,
Leoghlin, Macrakis, Mattis, Mdwyer, Meiskam, MichaelTinkler, Neddyseagoon, Neelix, Nneonneo, Odysses, PBS-AWB, Paul August, Phlyaristis, Quest for Truth, Qwertyus, Ranveig, Rebrane,
Recury, Rtkat3, Sarahbriarmoss, SchumiChamp, Stefan Kruithof, Stevenj, T@nn, Tucci528, Wereon, Wetman, Xyzzyva, Yekrats, Zenohockey, Zerokitsune, 73 anonymous edits

Lynceus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=496469350  Contributors: Andrew Dalby, Catalographer, Che!, Chronicler, Davidiad, Iwfi, Jb-adder, Koranjem, MTM, Metodicar,
Persiana, RandomCritic, Wikielwikingo, 1 anonymous edits

Medea  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=507498397  Contributors: 0000ff, 5 albert square, 5theye, A3RO, AS, Abyca, Adam the Alien, Akhilleus, Alagos, Aldux, Alpha
Quadrant (alt), Alsandro, Alton, Amaggi, Amatulic, Andjam, Andrew.schacht, AndyJones, AniMate, Anil1956, Anonymous101, Arabani, Arthur Rubin, Atlant, Auréola, Avac, AwamerT,
BRUTE, Bdchappe, Bellenion, Beowulf Lee, Blinkwiki, Bobblewik, Bobo192, Bokan, Bryan Derksen, CARadke, CJGB, Capricorn42, Carel.jonkhout, Catalographer, Cesarpermanente,
Chameleon, Clarityfiend, Closedmouth, Colonies Chris, Cometstyles, CrossoverManiac, Cynwolfe, D'INC2006, DVD R W, Damac, DanMS, Darguz Parsilvan, David0811, Davidiad, Dblk,
Deejaye6, Delirium, DerHexer, Derek Ross, Design, Dobie80, Docu, Donfbreed, Doniago, Doug Coldwell, Douglasfrankfort, Drmies, Dslam, Dthdc4, ESkog, EVula, EamonnPKeane,
Eclecticology, Edgerunner76, Edwinjones1234, Ehjort, Elizabeyth, FangedFaerie, Felizdenovo, Finduilas 09, Fiona CS, FleetCommand, Flowerparty, Folantin, FourthAve, Fraise, Fred J, GB fan,
Gaius Cornelius, Gauss, Gavia immer, Ged UK, GeorgianJorjadze, Ghewgill, Ghirlandajo, Gigla83, Gilliam, Girolamo Savonarola, Goustien, Grafen, Gross1952, Guoguo12, Hamtechperson,
Haphazardian, Harthacnut, Haukurth, Hawkeye555, Hbent, HeartofaDog, Hephaestos, HiMyNameIsFrancesca, IRP, IceSword, Ifnkovhg, Ihearttequila, Imorthodox23, Iphigenia11,
IthinkIwannaLeia, J.delanoy, J04n, Jeodesic, Jim10701, Jitse Niesen, Joelmills, Johannes121, Juanpdp, Junjk, Jusdafax, Kansas Bear, Kingpomba, Kjkolb, Koavf, Kranak, Kvn8907, Kyriosity,
Laughingyet, Ldingley, Lektu, Levzur, Lisaveras, Loadmaster, Logawi, Loneranger4justice, Love vigilante, Lowellian, Ludolf Kolligs, MGoers37, Madmedea, Magister Mathematicae, Magnus
Manske, Manuel Anastácio, Mark Arsten, MarkS, Marktreut, Masonhoo, Matt nightingale, Mattacampa, Mephistophelian, Midnightblueowl, Milestone flyzone, Mintrick, Miquonranger03,
Mitsukai, Mixaelus, Modster, Moonriddengirl, Mottenen, Moz attics, Mrabbits, Mschel, Musdeconi, Mustafaa, N-true, Neddyseagoon, NeoChaosX, Neofelis Nebulosa, Neutrality, Nick Number,
Nickniko, Niemti, Nilfanion, Norcalrobbie2, Norm mit, Nrswanson, Numorelda, ObiWanBillKenobi, Offereins, Old Moonraker, OldakQuill, Oliver202, Ophelia2, Paganinihot, Paste, Paul
August, Perl, Philip Stevens, Philippe, Phlyaristis, PhotoBox, Pigman, Pimlottc, PinkCake, Pjmax, PoizonMyst, PriestessofAssimbya, Proclus27, Quadratic Lemon, Quimbus, Qwertzy2, RP459,
Ravenous, Rbrwr, Redbird 41, Rlevse, Roscelese, Rtkat3, Rushplaya22, SDC, SGreen, Sam Hocevar, Saric, Satanael, Severa, Shinju, Silly rabbit, Silverbay312, Singingdaisies, SlimVirgin,
Smetanahue, Snigbrook, So God created Manchester, Starlight1336, Steven J. Anderson, Stubblyhead, Sunil060902, Svdmolen, Syp, Sysin, T@nn, Taneg, Tassedethe, Te24409nsp, The Singing
Badger, The Thing That Should Not Be, The4thpip, TheDaftman, Thekatsmeow, Thismightbezach, Thuresson, Tide rolls, Tillander, Tiria, Topbanana, Toromaga, Triads4ever, Troutsneeze,
Tucci528, UltraSuperior, Undead Herle King, Vanished User 1004, VegiEater, Versus22, Viajero, Viva-Verdi, Vrenator, WSU CLA 2000 Jason Group, Wareh, Wclark, Wetman, WhisperToMe,
Wik, Wiki-uk, WikiParker, Will Beback Auto, Willcore, WojPob, Woohookitty, Ziggaway, Zydekopete, Žiga, Саша Стефановић, 514 ,ماني anonymous edits



Article Sources and Contributors 418

Meleager  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508841049  Contributors: Acehood12, Adam Cuerden, AllanBz, Androstachys, Bacchiad, Blanche of King's Lynn, Bob Burkhardt,
BookWorm123, Brastite, Bryan Derksen, Budelberger, Catalographer, CatherineMunro, Charles Matthews, Che!, Courcelles, Cynwolfe, Davidiad, El-Ahrairah, Flowerparty, Hectorian, Heunir,
Holothurion, Igiffin, Iwfi, JPX7, Japanese Searobin, John K, Joyous!, KnightRider, Maksym Ye., Metodicar, Monedula, Mottenen, NativeForeigner, Oreo Priest, Panellet, Paul August, Priceyg,
Rdsmith4, Renato Caniatti, Rivertorch, Rjwilmsi, Rl, Rrburke, Sortan, Ss charley, TOO, The Stick Man, Tucci528, Uberjivy, Wei Fang, Wetman, Wiglaf, Wikitoov, Yerpo, 33 anonymous edits

Mopsus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=482826455  Contributors: AS, Antandrus, Belovedfreak, Bryan Derksen, Carlossuarez46, Catalographer, Davidiad, Deucalionite,
Ebrownless, Enkyklios, FoekeNoppert, Grundig, Gtrmp, Hajor, Hulleye, Immanuel Giel, Iwfi, JimCubb, John of Reading, Jwinius, Lectiodifficilior, Metodicar, Metsobon34, Milton Stanley,
MinisterForBadTimes, Neelix, Nick Michael, Nono64, Ntennis, Oldsunnygirl, Renato Caniatti, Sarefo, Siradia, T@nn, The Singing Badger, Til Eulenspiegel, Tucci528, Tzartzam, Ulric1313,
Vigilius, Wetman, Wmahan, 14 anonymous edits

Oileus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=486036877  Contributors: AS, Albmont, Captain panda, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Eumolpo, Fram, GeeJo, Gtrmp, Iwfi, Maqs,
Metodicar, Omnipedian, Pasquale, Phlyaristis, SimonMayer, Soul assassin, Sthenel, Susvolans, T@nn, TOO, Tucci528, WhisperToMe, 9 anonymous edits

Hephaestus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510952369  Contributors: 12hernn, 17ryna, 1exec1, 2010Spike13, 28421u2232nfenfcenc, 2help, A little insignificant, AXRL,
Aaron Schulz, Abhimat.gautam, AbigailAbernathy, Acather96, Acroterion, Adam Carr, Adam-Wan Kenobi, Adashiel, Adenosine, Aeusoes1, Aghaveagh, AgnosticPreachersKid, Aiken drum,
Airplaneman, Aitias, Ajraddatz, Aktron, Alansohn, Aldux, Alex43223, AlexLevyOne, Alexandertkim, Alexf1224, AliaGemma, Alpha 4615, AnakngAraw, Andonic, Andre Engels, AnnaKucsma,
Anonymous Dissident, Antandrus, Apacheneo, Apeman, Arabani, Archanamiya, Armaced, Arthena, Arwel Parry, Atif.t2, Auntof6, Av0id3r, Avicennasis, AxelBoldt, Azhyd, BD2412,
BGOATDoughnut, Bacchiad, BarkeeperLF, Bassbonerocks, Bearingbreaker92, Beezhive, Ben-Zin, Bender235, Bepfan101, Bhadani, Bill37212, Billykohaut73091, Bkwillwm, Blethering Scot,
Blinkelicious, BlueJeansNMe, Blurpeace, Bobo192, Bobthegreat157, BookMasterJMV, Borg2008, Brougham96, Btilm, Bua333, Bunchofgrapes, Burner0718, CactusWriter, Calabraxthis, Calmer
Waters, Caltas, CambridgeBayWeather, Camembert, Catalographer, Celithemis, Ceoil, CesarB, Chal7ds, Chameleon, Chester Markel, Chika11, Chocolatkey, Chris G, ChrisGualtieri, Chrislk02,
Christopher Parham, Chuunen Baka, ClubOranje, Cody337, Colonies Chris, CommonsDelinker, Connormah, Conversion script, Coolmanboy, Courcelles, Coyote-37, Cpiral, Cptbuck,
CrackaJack24, Cracker1337, Cremepuff222, Crouchbk, Cutterfly, D4g0thur, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DBaba, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, DVdm, Dan D. Ric, Dante Alighieri, Dark Shikari,
DarkAdonis255, DarkPaladin126, Darklilac, Davidiad, Dbmag9, DeadEyeArrow, Deathphoenix, Deflective, Dehoqu, Dekaels, Deor, Der Golem, DerHexer, Derek Ross, Deucalionite, Dgies,
Dgw, Didactohedron, Discospinster, Dizzyd56, Djordjes, Dmlaenker, DocWatson42, Doktor Waterhouse, Dom Maelzer, Doremítzwr, Dorvaq, Dougofborg, Dougweller, Dr. Elwin Ransom,
Dwmr, E. Ripley, E2eamon, EJF, ESkog, EWS23, Editor75439, Edward, Eeekster, El C, ElKevbo, ElationAviation, Elipongo, Ellicraw, Ember of Light, Epbr123, EpixPwnzore, Eric119, Erik the
Red 2, Errolhunt, Evercat, Fabartus, Fabrictramp, Falcor84, FallenAngelII, Fan-1967, Fastilysock, Fatnuts100, Fatrick, Favonian, Fayenatic london, Flamingburritos, Fluffernutter,
Fordmadoxfraud, Francs2000, Freedom332, Frozen4322, Funderburg, Galladiation, Geb Mills, GeneralCheese, Gibb25, Gilgamesh, Gilliam, Glacialfox, GlaucusAtlanticus, Glenn,
GoTeamVenture, Gogo Dodo, Gongshow, Grafen, Gtrmp, Hadal, Hajor, Hamster Sandwich, Hapsiainen, Harry, Haymouse, Hbent, Headbomb, Hephaestos sucks, Hestiabegins, Hi878, Hmrox,
Hoary, Hobartimus, Humbabba, Husond, ICE77, Iansdaking, Ifny, Iforgotwatitis, Igni, Ignirtoq, Igoldste, Ihcoyc, Ikkle carmen kins, Immunize, Infrogmation, Ipatrol, Iridescent, Issmortor,
ItsZippy, Ixfd64, J. 'mach' wust, J.delanoy, Jab843, Jackohare, Jagganath, Jake Wartenberg, JakeVortex, JamesAM, Jamesmcq24, Jan11989, Jaredroberts, Jclemens, Jd027, Jedi Striker, Jeff G.,
Jennavecia, Jess Cully, Jnb, Joanjoc, John Hephaestos, John Price, John Willy Robinson, JohnCD, JohnInDC, Johnissmith, Johnny Freeman, Johnny Liles, Johnny the Bandit, Johnny the Gangsta,
Johnny the Plumber, Johnny the Smart Guy, JohnnyB256, Jorgenev, Joshpr1234, JoshuaZ, Jovianeye, Jpbrenna, Jwhale9382, KPH2293, Karl-Henner, Kashami, Kazvorpal, Kimchi.sg, Kimon,
Kimse, King Bullit, Kingpin13, Kittykat134, Kkailas, Klilidiplomus, Kotniski, Krillin423, Kross, Kubigula, Kungfuadam, Kuronue, Kuru, Kwamikagami, Kyle1278, L Kensington, LadyNorbert,
LeeG, LelandCB, Lelouchvibrittania, Leondumontfollower, Leszek Jańczuk, LiDaobing, Linuxbeak, Little Mountain 5, Loggie, Lolwtfidk, Longbow4u, Loocool1, Looxix, Loren.wilton,
LoveMonkey, MARKELLOS, MC10, Macduffman, Macedonian, Machine Elf 1735, Macrakis, Madduck, Madhero88, Magog the Ogre, Malwinder25, Mameoyashi, Mandramas, Marblespire,
Marek69, Mark Arsten, Martin451, Masterjamie, Matusz, Mbc362, Mclay1, Medussaxxvalovia, Meelar, Megharahi, Menchi, Mentifisto, Mercury McKinnon, Mfwitten, Midnightblueowl,
Mikemoral, Mikeo, Mili12345678910, Miquonranger03, Missmoon99, Mister Poncho, Modernist, MontereyMid, Monty845, Morgengave, MrFish, Mrbelvedereposter46, Mrbelvedereposter47,
Mrbelvedereposter48, Mrblob1012, Mschel, Mygerardromance, Mystylplx, N8DAWG, NHRHS2010, NarSakSasLee, Narfil Palùrfalas, Natural Cut, NatusRoma, NawlinWiki, Neko-chan,
Neurolysis, Nev1, NewEnglandYankee, Nlu, Nn123645, Noah Salzman, Noctibus, Nonagonal Spider, Nubiatech, Octahedron80, Omicronpersei8, Oneiros, Ospalh, OverlordQ, Oxymoron83,
PL290, PWilkinson, Pablo X, Padme22, Pagrashtak, Paul August, Paxsimius, PeaceNT, Petrim, Pgan002, Phentos, Philip Trueman, Philvarner, Phlyaristis, Piano non troppo, Pigman, Pinethicket,
Plastikspork, Plattler01, Pluma, Ponyo, Prblr, Pride the Arrogant, Primetime, Prolog, Prvc, Pstanton, Queen Rhana, Queenmomcat, R'n'B, RA0808, Radon210, Rakatu Tsutomu, Raving Loony,
Reach Out to the Truth, Reaper Eternal, Reconsider the static, Renato Caniatti, RexNL, Rholton, Rick Block, Ricky81682, Rjm656s, Robertson-Glasgow, Rocket71048576, Ronk01, RonzieJK,
Rrburke, Sailsbystars, Salamurai, Sam Francis, Sam Korn, Sanguinity, Saturn-78, SchfiftyThree, Seaphoto, Seraphim, Severa, Shell Kinney, Sheogorath, Shikai shaw, Shirik, SickleSword, SidP,
Sidik iz PTU, Simon Peter Hughes, Simply south, Sinn, Skarebo, Sketchmoose, Skizzik, Skoglund, Skyrocket, Slandr13, Slightsmile, Smokizzy, Snigbrook, SoWhy, Soliloquial, Some jerk on the
Internet, Squids and Chips, Status, Stephen Turner, StephenBuxton, Stephenb, Steven Zhang, StevenDH, Strike Chaos, Studerby, SuperHamster, Supercrankycraig, Svchost.exe, Swaq, T@nn,
TYelliot, Tad Lincoln, Tailpig, Takeaway, Tallan, Tangotango, Tanimura, Tbhotch, Techman224, Tempodivalse, Terence, The Anome, The Letter J, The Man in Question, The Thing That
Should Not Be, The wub, TheMrHuX, TheProject, TheWingedone, Theda, Theodolite, Theph0, Theranos, Thesilverbail, Theviperassault, Thingg, Thomas E. Johnson, Tide rolls, TigerShark,
Toasted9, Todd Vierling, Tom2we, Tombomp, Tommy2010, Torterra20, Tot12, Tra, TravisMunson1993, Trulystand700, Trusilver, Tucci528, Tv316, Twilightgirl18, TyA, Uncle Dick, Uncle
uncle uncle, Utcursch, VI, Valentina, gospodarica neba, Valwashere123, VasilievVV, Veledan, VenomousConcept, Versus22, Vincent Damewood, Viriditas, Vrenator, W.A. Ribeiro Jr., WP
Editor 2011, Waggers, Wagino 20100516, Wareh, Wayne Slam, Waywardhorizons, West.andrew.g, Wetman, WhisperToMe, Wikipedian2, WikipedianMarlith, Wikipelli, William Avery, Wimt,
Wireless Keyboard, Wolfeman062, Wwallacee, Xicsies, Yamaguchi先 生, Yerpo, Youre dreaming eh?, Youssefsan, Yt95, ZZZZ, Zack21yj, Zapvet, 1577 ,داود مجتهدی anonymous edits

Peleus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=501761903  Contributors: Abyca, Agne27, Akhilleus, Alagos, Albedo, Alex earlier account, Andrew Dalby, Antandrus, Camenae,
Catalographer, Che!, DCDuring, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, Dblk, Dezidor, DionysosProteus, Downstage right, Erik Kennedy, Flowerparty, Fordmadoxfraud, Funeral, Glenn, Hbent, ICE77,
ICupid, Ida Shaw, Island, J04n, John, John K, John of Reading, Josh Grosse, Lieutenant Waaxe, Luuva, Madhero88, Markussep, Metodicar, MichaelTinkler, Modster, Mottenen, My name is
amaan, NellieBly, Niteshift36, Panellet, Paul Barlow, Phlyaristis, Pictureuploader, Pumpie, Renato Caniatti, Rjwilmsi, Sampo Torgo, Sburke, Scottydrummer93, T@nn, TOO, The Man in
Question, Tucci528, Twospoonfuls, Urhixidur, UtherSRG, WP Editor 2011, Wetman, WhisperToMe, Will Beback Auto, ℍuman, 54 anonymous edits

Philoctetes  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=507985877  Contributors: 19cass20, Abyca, AetosIptamenos, Aggelophoros, Agustinaldo, Alexignatiou, Amplitude101,
Amydmoore, Apostrophe, Appraiser, Arabani, Baojia, Bibliomaniac15, Bigturtle, Bvsdc, Catalographer, Che!, Che1081, Contaldo80, Crvst, Curps, Davidreed, Deucalionite, DionysosProteus,
Dougofborg, Dr. Blofeld, Dustynyfeathers, EALacey, El-Ahrairah, Elbeejay, Elizabeyth, Epbr123, EvilCouch, Gamaliel, Gcm, Geogre, Guthrie, H-b-g, Haiduc, Hajor, ICE77, InMyWorld33, Jan
Hidders, Jdsteakley, Jeepday, Jgoulden, John K, Josh a brewer, Josiah Rowe, Junglecat, Jwy, Kaare, Lord Opeth, Lumimies, Luxdormiens, Mboverload, Mcferran, Mephistophelian,
MinisterForBadTimes, Mr.crabby, Myersdtm, Null625, Ophelia2, Palica, Panyd, Perkim0n, Philip Trueman, Ravenous, Renato Caniatti, Rlendog, SidP, Slazenger, Spshu, Sticktan117, Superk1a,
Supermorff, T@nn, TOO, Tassedethe, The Man in Question, Thomas H Knott, Tomisti, Tucci528, Tufflaw, UltimatePyro, Vald, Varlaam, WarrenTrenton, WhisperToMe, Wimmer, Woodcojb,
XJamRastafire, Ziggaway, 145 anonymous edits

Phrontis  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=494811248  Contributors: Altenmann, DOSGuy, JAn Dudík, Mood Sally, Paul August, Phlyaristis, Richontaban, 1 anonymous edits

Poeas  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=465880055  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Care, Catalographer, Chronicler, Deucalionite, Ed Poor, Fram, Kimchi.sg, Oashi, Pigman,
T@nn, TOO, Tucci528, WhisperToMe, Woodcojb, 3 anonymous edits

Talaus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=499466706  Contributors: AS, Albmont, Alma Pater, Captain panda, Creanaugusta, Davidiad, Deucalionite, GeeJo, Gtrmp, Iwfi,
Jb-adder, Jerzy, Metodicar, Nacht 1999, Omnipaedista, Phlyaristis, Sarefo, SidP, SimonMayer, Suriel1981, T@nn, Tucci528, Xezbeth, 5 ,داود مجتهدی anonymous edits

Telamon  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=511024439  Contributors: .marc., AS, Adam Bishop, Alansohn, Albmont, Andre Engels, BD2412, Beezhive, Bibi Saint-Pol,
Bobrednek, Bongwarrior, Briguy9876, Bryan Derksen, Captain Crawdad, Carptrash, Catalographer, Che!, Chiaroscuros, ChrisGualtieri, Cplakidas, Cst17, Curps, DBigXray, DIEGO RICARDO
PEREIRA, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Discospinster, Doswald99, DzWiki, El C, Falcon8765, Filll, Float954, Flowerparty, Fluffernutter, Fæ, Gaz, George Burgess, Ghirlandajo, Griffinofwales,
Hectorian, I dream of horses, ICE77, Iceking522, Igiffin, Iwfi, Jan Hidders, Japanese Searobin, Jess Cully, Meelar, Mottenen, Nae'blis, Neelix, Npd2983, Obclife, Pablo X, Phlyaristis,
Pinethicket, Renato Caniatti, SiGarb, Storm Rider, T@nn, Tasakea, The Gaon, Tucci528, Tysto, Versus22, Wikiborg4711, 76 anonymous edits

Tiphys  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=487298339  Contributors: Bryan Derksen, Captain panda, Davidiad, GeeJo, Gtrmp, Metodicar, Mushushu, Omnipedian, Ryan shell,
Susvolans, T@nn, Tucci528, Txomin, Александър, 2 anonymous edits

Trojan War  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510980419  Contributors: (jarbarf), -- April, 00firedemon, 12dstring, 205.232.67.xxx, 21655, 2601andrew, 2fletch, 2sc945, 
96.149, A s williams, A.M.962, A8UDI, ALE!, ATM Anderson, Abel29a, Academic Challenger, Acalamari, Ace ETP, Adam Bishop, Adam Carr, Addshore, AdjustShift, Adraeus, 
AgarwalSumeet, Agne27, Aitias, Ajd, Ajraddatz, Akhilleus, Alansohn, Ale jrb, Alex '05, Alex Kov, Alexf, AlexiusHoratius, Alexsau1991, Alfio, Alison, Alma Pater, Alsandro, Altenmann, 
Anatidae, Anclation, Andonic, Andre Engels, Andres, Andres rojas22, Andrew Dalby, Andrewmc123, Andy120, AngelOfSadness, Angela, Angusmclellan, Antandrus, Anthonyhcole, Aoxiang, 
Arabani, Arakunem, ArchaiosEllas, Archer3, ArglebargleIV, Arogon, Arosa, Asdfggh, Ashyen, Ataleh, Atif.t2, Avono, Axeman89, Ayla, AzaToth, B4hand, Bacchiad, Backpackadam, Backslash 
Forwardslash, Badgerpatrol, Ballinboi786, Barbatus, Barneca, BarretB, Bashir3, Bayerischermann, BazookaJoe, Bdalevin, Beaumont, Beeblebrox, Ben-Zin, Bender235, Berek, Beyond My Ken, 
Bhadani, Bhattipreet001, BiH, Billebrooks, Billsy, Bizzarefoods, Bka9, Bletch, Bloodofox, Blue520, Bob the ducq, Bobbo, Bobo192, Bogey97, Bongwarrior, Booclan, Bovlb, Br3vin, Brianga, 
Brianmn, Brougham96, Bryan Derksen, BuickCenturyDriver, Burntsauce, CART fan, CQJ, CSJreviewstalksuck, CalicoCatLover, Caltas, Camisdad, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, 
CanadianLinuxUser, Canonblack, CapitalR, Capricorn42, Captain panda, Captain-tucker, Caster23, CatherineMunro, Cauca50, Caval valor, Cavemanwhocanread11, CelticJobber, Century0,



Article Sources and Contributors 419

Ceoil, Chaldean, Chaldean23q, Chase me ladies, I'm the Cavalry, Chedder1234, CherryX, Ches45, Chodorkovskiy, Chris Lovell, Chrislk02, Christophore, Citizen Premier, Ck lostsword, Ckatz,
Cliff smith, Cocoma, Codingmasters, Cokoli, ColdFusion650, CommonsDelinker, ComputerPie, Connor T, Conversion script, CoolGuy, Coolest man on earth, Corvus coronoides, Cotymon1992,
Courcelles, Cowman109, Cr1spy10, Crazycoolalex, Cryptosporidium 138, Ctachme, Cubenito, Curps, Curufinwe, CuteHappyBrute, Cyberchimp, Cyclades, Cyclonenim, Cynwolfe, Cytocon,
DHeyward, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, DVD R W, Dalziel 86, Damf1, Daniel,levine, DanielCD, DanielDeibler, Dante Alighieri, Dariushaskell, Dark Shikari, DarkLord101, Darth Panda,
DarthlordSidious, Davewild, Davidiad, Dawn Bard, Dbachmann, Dbtfz, Dcabrilo, Dchristle, Deathharpy, Defender of torch, Dei hamo684, Deisenmanwiki, Delirium, Delldot, DennyColt,
DerHexer, Derek Ross, Deskuntil, Deucalionite, Dezignater, Diannaa, Dimadick, Dioseus86xm, Diplomacy Guy, Dirkbb, Discospinster, DocWatson42, Dondoolee, Donreed, Dougofborg,
Dougweller, Doulos Christos, Download, Dqaz101, Dr. Blofeld, Dr.K., DrKuha, DrMajestico, Dreadstar, Dreamyshade, Dudo2, Durova, Dvavasour, Dwayne, Dwolsten, Dylpickleh8, Dysepsion,
E2eamon, EALacey, EarthCom1000, EastTN, Ed Poor, EdBever, EdJohnston, Edward130603, Egedogac, Egmontaz, Ejosse1, El C, El Greco, Ellsworth, Emmanuel900, Enkyklios, Enviroboy,
Enzo Aquarius, Epbr123, Erebus555, Eroica, Everyking, Ex nihil, Excirial, Exult, FF2010, Fatbuu, FeanorStar7, Fieldday-sunday, Fiftwekid, Filmcom, FisherQueen, Flamerule, Flauto Dolce,
Flewis, For Sho, Fourthcourse, Fred2341, Freezingbeast, FreplySpang, Fuentepura, Funtimes101, Future Perfect at Sunrise, Fuzheado, Fuzzibloke, G.W., GDallimore, GHe, GLaDOS, Gabbe,
Gabr-el, Gadfium, Gaius Cornelius, Genardis, Geneb1955, GeoGreg, Geoffr, Georgebeastmode317, Geriech, Gilliam, GlassCobra, Glenn, GoPurpleNGold24, Gogafax, Gogo Dodo, Golbez,
GraemeL, Graham87, Graymornings, GreatWhiteNortherner, Greswik, Grey Maiden, Grsz11, Gs0076, Gscshoyru, Gtstricky, Guoguo12, Gurch, H3G3M0N, Hadal, Hadseys, Hagerman, Haham
hanuka, Hajor, Halobi, HamatoKameko, HansHermans, Haploidavey, Harryboyles, Hasanbay, Hdt83, Headbomb, Healthinspector, Hectorian, Hello Control, Heloo1234, HenryLi, Herbee,
Herzog, Hiberniantears, Hmains, Holdenman 6, Hoooopy, Huey45, HumphreyW, Huntersquid, Hush101, Hut 8.5, Hydrogen Iodide, I roid i kill, I.hav.all.da.answers, IRP, IW.HG,
IdreamofJeanie, Ifnkovhg, Igorwindsor, Ikokki, Ilyushka88, ImperatorExercitus, InShaneee, Infrogmation, Insanity Incarnate, Intelligentsock, Inter, Interfan123, Inthenite42, Ionn-Korr,
Iridescent, Itai, IvanLanin, Ixfd64, J M Rice, J.delanoy, JForget, JFreeman, JHFTC, JW1805, Jacce, Jacebeam, Jacek Kendysz, Jackfork, Jackyd101, Jadtnr1, Jakepoop, Jaknouse, January,
Jasminniucat, Jastrow, Javierfv1212, JayW, Jayjay042298456, Jaystar11, Jdallen, Jeeny, Jeff G., JeffBobFrank, Jeffrey Mall, Jennavecia, Jeronimo, JesseZhang1788, Jiddisch, JimWae,
Jimfbleak, JoanneB, John Doe or Jane Doe, John254, JohnCub, Johnbod, Johnturt, Jojhutton, Jonjames1986, Jonpo, JorgeGG, Josewiki, Joshbuddy, Joshua allred, Josiah Rowe, Jossi, Jovianeye,
Joy, Jpgordon, Jrdioko, Jredmond, Js00902, Jsc83, Juliancolton, Jusdafax, Jwy, Jóna Þórunn, Kablammo, Kakofonous, Kangaroo2, Kariteh, Kartano, Katieh5584, Keegan, Keilana, Keith
nowicki, Kennet.mattfolk, Kessler, Kevin McE, Kevintbloom, Killerman2, Kimon, King Pickle, King of Hearts, Kingpin13, Klsdhklhrjsth, KnowledgeOfSelf, Ko'oy, Korx121, Kostisl, Koyn,
Krellis, Krich, Kroack, Ktr101, Kukini, Kungfuadam, Kuru, Kwakcus, Kwekubo, La Pianista, Lanky, Laurens, Laurinavicius, LeaveSleaves, Leonine50, Leuqarte, Lieutenant Waaxe, Lifesrough,
LightSpectra, Literacola, Little Mountain 5, LittleOldMe, LizardJr8, Lokicarbis, Looxix, Lord.Hartworth, Lotje, Lowellian, Luk, Luna Santin, Lunchscale, MFago, MKM7, MPF, MPerel,
Mac113, Macedonian, Machu505, Macrakis, Madhero88, Magioladitis, Magister Mathematicae, Majoreditor, Majorly, Mallaccaos, Manchester United America, Mandel, Marblespire, Marc2222,
Marek69, Mark Foskey, MarkSutton, Marknau, Markussep, Martin TB, Martin451, Master Jay, Matt Deres, Matt rivas111, Mattbash, Mattl2001, Mav, Maxamegalon2000, Maximus Rex, Maxis
ftw, Mboverload, Megalodon99, Megistias, MeltBanana, Menchi, Mentifisto, Merovingian, MetsFan76, Michael Devore, Michael Hardy, Michael K. Edwards, Michael93555, Micler, Mikaey,
Mikejmu17, Milton Stanley, Minesweeper, MinisterForBadTimes, Miq, Miquonranger03, Misz.kool.brezzy.rulesz, Mjroots, Momirt, Monkey Bounce, Morete, MrBook, MrFish, Mrwojo,
Mschel, MuffledThud, Muriel Gottrop, Mushroom, Muzoben, Mxgamer8, Myanw, Müslimix, NCurse, NHRHS2010, NSR77, Nakon, Nalco, NameIsRon, Narayanese, Nate and Mike,
NativeForeigner, NawlinWiki, Neddyseagoon, Nedward, Neelix, Neknim, Neko-chan, NellieBly, Nemesis of Reason, Nemu, Nereas, Neurolysis, Nev1, Neverquick, NewEnglandYankee, Nick,
Nickfehr, Nickjonas938, Nicknack009, NightDragon, Nihiltres, Nikhil KD, Nintendorulez, NlynchN, No Guru, Noctibus, Nsaa, Nyh, Oatmeal batman, OceaNotion, Ocee, Od Mishehu, Oda Mari,
Odeveli, Old Moonraker, Olivier, Olliminatore, Omeganian, Opelio, Optimist on the run, Orangutan, Ornilnas, Oxymoron83, P0lyglut, Pakaran, Paranoid, Patton 117, Paul August, Paul Drye,
Pax:Vobiscum, Peanut4, Peanuthead2, Peruvianllama, Petecarney, Peter cohen, Peter.C, PeterSymonds, Petrouchka, Pfranson, Phenz, Philip Trueman, Phuongj, PierreAbbat, Pietrow, Pilotguy,
Pinethicket, Pixelface, PoccilScript, Poindexter Propellerhead, Ponyo, Porqin, Postdlf, Powerrad, Protonk, Pstanton, PsyberS, Pumeleon, Quadell, QuadrivialMind, Quarl, Quendus, Qwertyus,
Qxz, R00str, R3d4awk, RJaguar3, Rachtach123, RandMC, RandomCritic, Range125, Raque69, Ravenous, Ravichandar84, Rdsmith4, Red Deadeye, Redfarmer, RexNL, Rexey, Rich
Farmbrough, Ricky81682, RickyBlaikie, Risingstar12, Rjwilmsi, Roadmr, RobertG, Robertvan1, RobyWayne, Romanm, Ronald W Wise, RoyalBlueStuey, Rrburke, Rsrikanth05, Rtcpenguin,
Rtkat3, Ruby.red.roses, Rune.welsh, Rwalker, RxS, Ryan, Ryan032, S3000, SGGH, SMC, SPARTA99, Saintamh, Samwb123, Sandstein, Sandy Snake, Sassf, Satanael, Satori Son, Savidan,
Saxifrage, Scarian, Scepia, SchfiftyThree, Schmloof, Schoen, Schzmo, Science4sail, Scientizzle, Sciurinæ, Sdsds, Sentōkisei, Serein (renamed because of SUL), Sfmammamia, ShelfSkewed,
Shinju, Shirulashem, Shoessss, Simomanic, SimonP, Sir Vicious, Siroxo, Sk8a h8a, Skater, Skrestak, Skullfiend, SkyWalker, Slakr, Smalljim, Snarfity snarf, Snowolf, Snoyes, SoSaysChappy,
SoWhy, Soccom18, Softssa, Sokari, Solaricon, Someguy1221, SonicAD, Sonicbombshell, Soumyasch, SpaceFlight89, Spidey104, Spitfire, SpookyMulder, SpuriousQ, Stephenb, Steven Zhang,
Sthenel, Stickee, Sundar, Sunderland06, Sundried, SupaG114, Superk1a, Superm401, Susvolans, Swarm, Swirlface, Swirlylilypad, Syarir, Synchronism, Sysy, Szopen, T-miester punk, T3hllama,
TOO, TUF-KAT, Tailpig, Tak2me394, Talia679, Tanthalas39, Tauriel, TeaDrinker, Techman224, Template namespace initialisation script, Tentt, Thatguyflint, The Banner, The Epopt, The
Thing That Should Not Be, The clown did it, TheKMan, TheKoG, TheNewPhobia, TheOtherJesse, ThePointblank, Thebookinator, Theoneintraining, Theresa knott, Thewtfchronicles, Thimali,
Thingg, TicketMan, Tiddly Tom, Tide rolls, Timotab, Timrollpickering, Tohd8BohaithuGh1, Tom harrison, Tony Sidaway, Tr606, Tregonsee, Trevor MacInnis, Trianam, Trojan51, Trusilver,
Tucci528, Turian, TutterMouse, Twilli0203, Tyler, Tyw7, UberScienceNerd, Unionhawk, Unschool, Unyoyega, Urion8, Uris, UtherSRG, Valkyrie Red, Van der Hoorn, Vanished User 0001,
Vanished User 1004, Vary, VasilievVV, Vedexent, Vegaswikian, VegitaU, Velvetron, Venu62, Vercalos, Versus22, Viridian, Vivisfugue, Vmrgrsergr, Vrenator, Wahabijaz, Wandalstouring,
Wareware, Warthomp, Watch Rider, Wayward, Wearend4, Well, girl, look at you!, WereSpielChequers, Weregerbil, Where, WhisperToMe, White Shadows, WhiteCat, Wiki alf, WikiDao,
Wikislemur, WillC, William Avery, Wimt, WingedPig, Wingsandsword, Wknight94, Woogee, Woohookitty, Work permit, Writers Block2006, Wsvlqc, Xact, Xanzzibar, Xcentaur, Xdenizen,
Xezbeth, Xiahou, Xkfusionxk, Xlboy, Xn4, XxXTwilight VampireXxX, Ybbor, Yesnoyes1, Youonlylivetwice, ZS, ZX81, Zacc skye, Zadcat, Zaharous, Zero615, Zidonuke, ZimZalaBim, Zionez,
Zocky, Zoicon5, Zy26, Zythe, た い 平, 2338 anonymous edits

Achilles  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510959076  Contributors: 10metreh, 1234567890cheese, 12345rew, 28421u2232nfenfcenc, 2Pac, 2epic4ux2, 4twenty42o, 5 albert 
square, 97198, A p3rson, A520, AAA765, ABF, ABTU, AKGhetto, ALE!, AVand, Aazn, Access Denied, Achilliesftw256, Achin4aiken15, Acroterion, Adambro, Adamdaley, Adashiel, Adraeus, 
Adriaan, Aeneas Middleton, Aericanwizard, After Midnight, Ahoerstemeier, Aicchalmers, Aiken drum, Aitias, Ajcee7, Ajraddatz, Akhilleus, Al3xil, Alansohn, Aldux, Ale jrb, Aleichem, Alekjds, 
Alex '05, Alex earlier account, Alex43223, AlexRochon, AlexiusHoratius, AliaGemma, Allahallah1, Almadjian, Alpha77a, Alynna Kasmira, Amalthea, Amritsareen, AnOddName, AnakngAraw, 
Anax, Andonic, Andre Engels, Andreas Kaganov, Andres, Andrew Dalby, Andrew Kurish, Andrew c, Andy4789, AndyJones, AngelOfSadness, Angr, Animum, Anir1uph, Anna Lincoln, 
AnnaKucsma, Antandrus, Anthonyhcole, Apollomelos, AppleMacReporter, Apro, Arabani, Argos'Dad, Aris Katsaris, Arthena, Ascidian, Ash, Ashish20, AstroNomer, Atlant, Auntof6, Ausir, 
Avenged Eightfold, Avoided, Awesomesause123, BBCatport, BD2412, BJjake2, BJjake4, Bacchiad, Balehipo, Barras, Barry Slemmings, Bassbonerocks, Bazzargh, Bballer453, Bbik, Bdaroff, 
Bearcat, Beckham23 3, Becky Benny, Beezhive, BehemothCat, Bender235, Beobach972, Big Bird, Bigtoe, Bjumper.2011, Bkonrad, Blacksqr, Blanchardb, Blark84, Blood Red Sandman, 
BlueAmethyst, Bobblewik, Bobby D. Bryant, Bobknob25wef, Bobo192, Bobrayner, Bobushkas, Bodnotbod, Bone44888, Bongwarrior, BoosterBronze, Boothy443, Borgx, Bratsche, Brick91, 
BrokenSphere, Brusegadi, Bryan Derksen, Bsilverthorn, Burner0718, Bushcarrot, C1793Sc006y, CBDunkerson, Caiaffa, Caltas, CambridgeBayWeather, Camembert, Can't sleep, clown will eat 
me, CanadianLinuxUser, Cantiorix, Capricorn42, Captain panda, CardinalDan, Carmichael, Casper2k3, Catalographer, CatherineMunro, Cek, Ceoil, Ceranthor, Cflm001, Chamal N, Chatumao, 
Chill doubt, Chowbok, Chris9086, Chrissy2283, Chzz, Ck14555, Clamboni, Clarityfiend, Closedmouth, Coemgenus, Coffee, Cole994, Colonel Marksman, Colonies Chris, CommonsDelinker, 
Contaldo80, Conversion script, ConvictorManV, Cornflake pirate, Corporal, Courcelles, CrazySexyCool, Crohnie, Curps, Cwoyte, Cyclonus0102, Cynwolfe, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DIEGO 
RICARDO PEREIRA, DO'Neil, DVdm, DWC LR, Daddylight, Daman5, Dan m90, Danger, Daniel, Danieltpryor, Danny, Dannycas, Danski14, Dantheman531, Dark Mage, DarkFalls, Darth 
Panda, DaveGorman, Davewho2, Davewild, David Sol, DavidRayner, DavidSTaylor, Davidiad, Dawn Bard, Dbachmann, Dbfirs, Dblk, Dc 27uk1, Dcandeto, Dcooper, Deor, DerHexer, Dgw, 
Diannaa, Diderot, Dioseus86xm, Discospinster, Djinn112, Dlohcierekim, Doctorevil64, Dondoolee, Dougie monty, Dougmerritt, Download, Dquizo, Dr.K., Drbreznjev, Dreadstar, Drmies, 
Dyanega, EALacey, Eatme88, Eatmenow11, Eceresa, Eddie818, Edward321, Efe, Ekwos, Elaragirl, ElinorD, Elkman, Ellsworth, Elysonius, Emc2, Enigmaman, Enjoi22, Enkyklios, Epbr123, 
Epolk, Eric9714, Ericamick, Escape Orbit, Excirial, Exert, Extransit, Eyu100, FF2010, Fandraltastic, Favonian, FayssalF, FeanorStar7, FestivalOfSouls, Fieldday-sunday, FisherQueen, 
Flippedin777, Flockmeal, Flowerparty, Fluri, Flyguy649, FlyingToaster, Fordmadoxfraud, Foxj, Francs2000, FrankCostanza, Frazzydee, Freakofnurture, Frehley, Frigotoni, Froid, Fvw, Fæ, GHe, 
Gabbe, Gail, Gaius Cornelius, Gdr, George Burgess, Gilliam, Gimmetrow, Ginohhh, Glen, Glenn, Globeism, Gmchambless, Golgofrinchian, GorillaWarfare, GrainyMagazine, Grammarmonger, 
Grapplegame, GreatWhiteNortherner, Gregbard, Gregory Castro, Grunny, Grunt, Guitarlordzx, Guoguo12, Gurch, Gwernol, Hadal, Haiduc, HairyWombat, HalfShadow, Halva928, Hanacy, 
Haploidavey, Happysailor, Harp, Hersheba, Hiddenfromview, Hmains, Hoo man, Horselover Frost, Hottentot, Huon, I dream of horses, ICE77, IGeMiNix, II MusLiM HyBRiD II, IRP, Idiotoff, 
Illumini85, Illyrianka, Imperial Monarch, In8sworld, InMyWorld33, Indon, Intelinside2007, Irate, Iridescent, IronGargoyle, It Is Me Here, Ixfd64, J Di, J Milburn, J.B., J.delanoy, JForget, 
JFreeman, JNW, JYolkowski, JaGa, Jaison.baby, James086, Jamesinderbyshire, Jamesmusik, January, JarlaxleArtemis, Jastrow, Javierito92, Jaydragon33, Jaysunjp, Jebba, Jeff G., Jennavecia, 
Jerzy, Jim1138, JimVC3, Jimmi Hugh, Jkelly, Jloco96j, Jmackaerospace, Jmanson, Jmlk17, Jni, John K, John Vandenberg, Johnbrosif, Johnn 7, Jomunro, Jon Rob, Jon helgem, Jons63, Josh 
Grosse, Joshbaumgartner, Joshbayat, Joshmaul, Josiah Rowe, Joy, Jsc83, Jusdafax, Kajdude, Kalathalan, Kalugy, Kanonkas, Kansan, Katalaveno, Katieh5584, Kbdank71, Kbh3rd, Keflavich, 
KelinciHutan, Kimon, Kingnick92, Kingpin13, Kinu, Kitty53, Klilidiplomus, KnowledgeOfSelf, Krashlandon, Krich, Kubigula, Kumioko (renamed), Kwamikagami, Kyle1278, Kynos, L 
Kensington, La Pianista, Lachatdelarue, Ladsgroup, Ladyjulianofnorwich, Lancce29, Lars20070, Latka, LeaveSleaves, Legoktm, LeighvsOptimvsMaximvs, Leonard^Bloom, Lerdthenerd, 
LesleyW, Leuko, Lights, Ligulem, Link03582, Link2past12, Linyre, Littlejaz, Longbow4u, Loopydik, Loudsox, Loveismyfreedom, Lovesthemen, Lowellian, Luckyluke, Luke4545, Luna Santin, 
MER-C, MPerel, MWShort, Macedonian, MackSalmon, Macrakis, Mafiameister, Magioladitis, Mahay, Males, Malleus Fatuorum, Mani260580, Manocheese, Marcusleviticus, Marek69, Mark 
Arsten, Mark91, Marknau, Marktreut, Marlon balce, Martarius, Mattbrundage, Matthew Dillenburg, Matthew Yeager, MaxMad, Maximaximax, MegX, Meggweb, Megistias, Meishern, Melaen, 
MelbourneStar, Mentifisto, Merovingian, Mhartl, Mike Rosoft, Mikeo, Mikesmith528, Milen, Miller17CU94, Mmmax99, Mo0, Montrealais, Morhange, Mottenen, Mr.crabby, Mrdempsey, 
Mrh30, Muchosucko, Mumia-w-18, Music3000finn, My76Strat, MyNameWasTaken, Mycroft7, Mygerardromance, Mythpage88, N-Man, NGPriest, Nakon, Nareek, Natalie Erin, NawlinWiki, 
Neddyseagoon, Nev1, Neverquick, NewEnglandYankee, Newsat11, Nichlemn, NickCT, Ninio, Nmnogueira, NodnarbLlad, Noetica, NorwegianBlue, NuclearWarfare, Nuttycoconut, Nwa123, 
O.Koslowski, ONUnicorn, Odysses, OldakQuill, Olivier, Onemachoman, Onorem, Opanther200711, Oracle125, Orangemike, Orgeat, Orphan Wiki, OverlordQ, Panther006, PartyJoe, 
PatGallacher, Paul August, Paul Drye, Pb30, Peabody80, Pearrari, Pekaje, Penhollow, Perfectblue97, Persian Poet Gal, Peter Karlsen, Peterete11, Phaedriel, Phantomsteve, Pharaoh of the 
Wizards, PhilKnight, Phileasson, Philip Trueman, Phomal, Piano non troppo, Picus viridis, Pigman, Pill, Pince Nez, Pinethicket, Pippu d'Angelo, PitrPatr, Pmantosh, Poipose, Politicaljunkie23, 
Pollinosisss, Polly Toney, Poshzombie, Possum, Proofreader77, Pstanton, Pwnerofnoobies, Pyran, Quadell, Quantillium, Quantumor, Quietust, Quinton12123, QuizzicalBee, Qxz, R'n'B, 
R0dent123, RJaguar3, Racooon, Radon210, RafaAzevedo, Ragesoss, RattusMaximus, Rdsmith4, Reaper Eternal, Reaper7, RebellingPun, Red Deadeye, Redbull47, Redux, Reedy, Renato 
Caniatti, Reo On, Res2216firestar, Retired user 0001, Rettetast, Rewinn, RexNL, Reywas92, Rich Farmbrough, Rich51288, Richmond96, Riley Huntley, Risingstar12, Rjwilmsi, Rkr1991, Rob



Article Sources and Contributors 420

Hooft, Robertarans, Romanm, Ron Ritzman, Ronhjones, Rory096, Rpeh, Ruby.red.roses, Rumpelstiltskin223, Ruth vanita, Ruy Pugliesi, Rwilliams256, Ryan032, Ryulong, S0me l0ser, S711,
SSSN, SURIV, Saebjorn, Safety Cap, Salvio giuliano, Sam Korn, Samtheboy, Sandstein, SarahStierch, Sazbxr1, Sbfw, Scarian, Sceptre, SchfiftyThree, SchmuckyTheCat, SchuminWeb,
Scottrainey, Seanlett, Seaphoto, SemoreTesties, Sephiroth BCR, Sergiomeister, Sfsheath, Shadowjams, Shadowlynk, Shanes, Shauni, SheepNotGoats, Shubhajeet roy, Silver Johnny,
Singinglemon, Sinn, Sionus, Sir Nicholas de Mimsy-Porpington, SirGrant, Skizzik, Slammingr, Smalljim, Smart Fox, SmileTodayPublic, Snailwalker, Snowded, Snoyes, Some jerk on the
Internet, Somepostman, Sopholatre, Soul assassin, SpK, SpaceFlight89, Spartan198, Spartan545, SpeedyGonsales, SpuriousQ, Staffwaterboy, StaticVision, Status, Stephan Schulz, Stephenb,
Steve Quinn, Steven Zhang, Stevo121212, Sthenel, Stickee, Storm Rider, Suffusion of Yellow, Sulfis, SuperHamster, Supercoop, Superluigi12345, Susan118, SwampDonkey6, Swanneckstraight,
Swatjester, Sylvain Mielot, Symphony Girl, T@nn, TOO, Talkshown, Tanthalas39, Tbhotch, Tcncv, Techman224, Tejoman, Teles, TerraHikaru, ThaddeusFrye, The Epopt, The Rambling Man,
The Singing Badger, The Thing That Should Not Be, TheDaftman, TheMidnighters, ThePhantomCopyEditor, TheSuave, Thingg, Threeafterthree, Tide rolls, TimTay, Tkgd2007, Tohyi124, Tom
Lougheed, Tom harrison, Tommy2010, Tot12, Tpbradbury, Tr606, Trikib, Triton19, Trusilver, Ttwaring, Tucci528, Twinsday, Ukexpat, Ulric1313, Uncle Milty, Useight, UtherSRG,
Utnapishtim1, V mace, Vary, Versus22, Vipinhari, WadeSimMiser, Waggers, Wahabijaz, Wareh, Weedwhacker128, WereSpielChequers, West.andrew.g, Wetman, Wheel Bound, WhisperToMe,
Why Not A Duck, Wi-king, Wiki alf, Wikianon, Wikignome0530, Wikinick123, Wikipelli, Wikiwind, William S. Saturn, William percy, Wimt, Wknight94, Wmahan, Woodcojb, Woohookitty,
Wran, Wtmitchell, Wysprgr2005, X!, X1234567901122334455x, XIMaJoRIx, Xlboy, Yamamoto Ichiro, Yecril, Yintan, Yuckfoo, Zadignose, Zelak396, Zhou Yu, Zidonuke, Zoicon5,
ТимофейЛееСуда, रोहित रावत, 2713 anonymous edits

Patroclus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=495686589  Contributors: A Train, AS, Adam Bishop, AdamDeanHall, AetosIptamenos, Aitias, Akhilleus, Alansohn, Amleth,
Annaks112, Antandrus, Apollomelos, Aranae, Belovedfreak, Bigturtle, Bkell, Bobo192, Bowser129, C+C, CUTKD, Calvin 1998, Canisestmortis, CapitalR, Chabegger, Charles Matthews, Che!,
Christos bacchus, Coffee, Cokky1994, Cometstyles, CommonsDelinker, Conti, Crvst, Cynwolfe, Dalida, DanB DanD, Dark Mage, Davidiad, Dbachmann, Decahedonist, Diderot, Dimadick,
Dioseus86xm, Dondoolee, ESkog, Eyrian, FeanorStar7, Flauto Dolce, GeeJo, Glenn, Globeism, Haiduc, Hajatvrc, Hephaestos, Hydrox, ICE77, Ian Pitchford, Ipsamson, Iridescent, IrishLad1916,
Itai, Jastrow, Jic, Johnkarp, Jopelite, JorgeGG, Josiah Rowe, Jrt989, Karl Dickman, Kate, Kbdank71, Ke4roh, LAX, Longbow4u, Lorzu, MattieTK, Maximaximax, Meaghan, Mentifisto,
Mewaqua, Mike Rosoft, Mirv, Morel, Mr.crabby, Mythpage88, Neelix, Nicke Lilltroll, Noetica, OlEnglish, Paddyez, Patroklis, Pb30, Pibwl, Pinnerup, Pmanderson, Pmantosh, Polylerus,
Rangerkozak, Rdsmith4, Rory096, RuM, Ruziklan, SSSN, Sandstein, Sardur, Seamasmac, Shell Kinney, Slowking Man, Somepostman, Stefanomione, SteinbDJ, Sthenel, Supercoop, Superk1a,
T@nn, TOO, Tanuki Z, Tavilis, TheTrojanHought, Tom Lougheed, Tr606, Tresiden, Treybien, Trident13, Tucci528, VodkaJazz, WBardwin, Waggers, Wareware, WhisperToMe, Wiki alf,
Wtmitchell, Yardcock, Zoicon5, 177 anonymous edits

Hector  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=511014702  Contributors: 135charter, 5ko, ABF, AS, Aaaaalias, Abeg92, Abraham Roman, Achin4aiken15, Achowat,
AdamDeanHall, Aeneas Middleton, AetosIptamenos, Aiko, Aka042, Akhilleus, Alagos, Alana Smithy, Alansohn, Alex '05, Andre Engels, Andrewpmk, Andy M. Wang, AnjaManix, Ann Stouter,
Antandrus, Apokryltaros, Ariedartin, Asclepius, Austin, Aziraphael, BBCatport, Backslash Forwardslash, Baseballman448, Bedford, BigHairRef, Black Falcon, Bob Burkhardt, Bongoramsey,
Brgod, Brian Brockmeyer, C+C, Caltas, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CanadianCaesar, CanadianLinuxUser, Cantiorix, Chamal N, Chen19711, ChrisGualtieri, Cimon Avaro, Citicat,
Closedmouth, Cocoy914, CoeurDeLion, Conrad Leviston, Conversion script, Coradon, Crazynas, Creation7689, Cst17, Cynwolfe, CzarB, DT08, Dagon1213, DarthSidious, Darwin's Bulldog,
David Levy, Davidiad, Dblk, Derktar, Derumi, Djmutex, Dmeyler, Docu, Dodiad, Dondoolee, Download, Dr.K., Drmies, EALacey, EWS23, Eam2, Ellsworth, Enigmaman, Enjoyurday17,
Enviroboy, Epbr123, Esanchez7587, Escape Orbit, Estevoaei, Falcon8765, Favonian, FeanorStar7, Feezo, Ferkelparade, Flauto Dolce, FrancoGG, Future Perfect at Sunrise, Fyyer, G2bambino,
Gadfium, Geeman, Glenn, Gmichst, GregAsche, Gurch, Gyrobo, Gökhan, HairyPerry, Harebear5, Hector255, Helios1240, Herzog, Hongooi, Huon, I.nunchuk, ICE77, Icseaturtles, InMyWorld33,
Indianman20, Iridescent, J-stan, J.delanoy, JDP90, JForget, Jared, Jauerback, Jeff G., Jengod, Jeremy Bolwell, Jeshontheking, Jkelly, Jock Boy, John K, John of Reading, JohnnE, Joshua.Li,
Juggernautthunderclap, Karl-Henner, Ken Gallager, Kidlittle, Konczewski, Kuralyov, Kyoko, L Kensington, Lacrimosus, Leandrod, LeaveSleaves, Liffey, LinuxChristian, Lires, Longbow4u,
Lowellian, M4bwav, Malhonen, Manwithbrisk, Maraud, Marc29th, Marek69, MattTM, Matthew Dillenburg, Mayesbtg, Mayur, Megistias, Melaen, MelbourneStar, Melchoir, Menchi, Mercy,
Mike411, Mindmatrix, MinisterForBadTimes, Mlpearc, MosheA, Mp2bill, Mr.crabby, Mwanner, NTox, Naohiro19, Narsil, NawlinWiki, Neelix, Nengscoz416, Neurolysis, NewEnglandYankee,
Niceguyedc, Nick Cooper1, Nikodarussian, Oliver202, Oliviass, Omicronpersei8, Orgeat, Oxymoron83, PBS-AWB, Panairjdde, PatGallacher, Patar knight, Paul Erik, Pinethicket, Porterjoh,
Prashanthns, Princekc95, Pstanton, Pyrgopolynices, Quentonamos, Qxz86, RJHall, Razorflame, Reaper Eternal, Renato Caniatti, RexNL, Rjwilmsi, Robster1999, RogueNinja, Rtkat3, SD5,
Sae1962, Scarian, Schmloof, SchnitzelMannGreek, Schwa, Schzmo, Seaphoto, Searles2sels, Seleukosa, Shadow Drive, Shirulashem, Shutka, Sidebrnz, Slysplace, Snigbrook, Snowded, Sophus
Bie, SpaceFlight89, Stemonitis, Super-Magician, Superk1a, Superman1.5, SwampDonkey6, T@nn, TAEO-043-01A, TOO, Tabbycatariana, Tbhotch, Techman224, Tedius Zanarukando,
ThaWhistle, The Singing Badger, The Thing That Should Not Be, TheDaftman, TheSuave, Thingg, Tide rolls, TimShell, Tommy2010, Tparameter, Trinimanakalifetimeballa, Trusilver,
Trut-h-urts man, Tucci528, Turk oğlan, Ulric1313, Uncle Dick, Useight, VSimonian, Vina, WadeSimMiser, Warhorus, Wereon, Wetman, WhisperToMe, Wiki Raja, Wiki alf, Wiki staff editor,
Will Beback Auto, William Avery, Wimt, Woohookitty, XiaoGuang, Yamamoto Ichiro, Youssefsan, Zalashkolina, Zelak396, Zerokitsune, Zouavman Le Zouave, 678 anonymous edits

Paris  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=504523735  Contributors: (, 1000Faces, 11.246, 14.185, AS, AdamDeanHall, Adrian two, Aeons, Agne27, Ajcounter, Akhilleus,
AlbertSM, Ale jrb, Andre Engels, Art LaPella, Atorpen, BD2412, Bacar55555, Baney60, Bas-Celik, Bazonka, BeSherman, Bendzh, Big Bird, Biglovinb, BraneJ, Bweaverusa, Cantiorix, Charvex,
Confusious, Cremepuff222, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, Darwin's Bulldog, Davidiad, Dbachmann, DeadEyeArrow, Deb, Den fjättrade ankan, Dijan, Dugwiki, ESkog, Ed Poor, Eeekster,
Ellsworth, Elmondo21st, Epbr123, FayssalF, FeanorStar7, Fluffybun, FruitMonkey, Gabbe, Gamaliel, Gau1990, Geoff Plourde, Glenn, Gokulrams, Goldfritha, GremlinKender, Guy M, Hackeru,
He-doublehockeysticks, Helios1240, Hongsy, Hydriotaphia, ICE77, In Defense of the Artist, Inter16, Is is Is, Ivanjek, Jim keller, John K, John Vandenberg, JohnWheater, Kaisershatner,
Knyght27, Kollision, Lagalag, Laszlovszky András, Laurapr, Law, Lemmikkipuu, Lieutenant Waaxe, Llywrch, Longbow4u, Lonpicman, Lostsocks, Macrakis, Majusca, Marblespire, Matthew
Connolly, Matthew Dillenburg, Matveiko, Meishern, Mezigue, Mottenen, Mr.crabby, Muriel Gottrop, NawlinWiki, Neddyseagoon, Nerdiee, Netkinetic, Nick Michael, Nor'westerner,
Nrcprm2026, Nuadh, Nutiketaiel, Oxymoron83, Pablo X, PapalAuthoritah, Paul August, Piano non troppo, Picus viridis, Pigman, Pmanderson, Promethean, Psycho Kirby, Quasirandom,
Quuxplusone, Qxz, RadRafe, Ravenous, Rdsmith4, Renato Caniatti, RexNL, Rexmcgregor, Reywas92, Richard E. Davies, Risingstar12, Rufusgriffin, Scarian, Searchme, Shauni, Shenme, Sk8a
h8a, Spellmaster, Stefan Kruithof, Stevertigo, Storm Rider, Superk1a, T@nn, TOO, Tarquin, Teresa Ngan, Tetraktys-English, Tucci528, Tzetzes, Valentinian, Vary, Visualerror,
WereSpielChequers, Woohookitty, Yamamoto Ichiro, YourEyesOnly, Yywchan, Zentuk, 214 ,לערי ריינהארט anonymous edits

Menelaus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508848555  Contributors: ABF, Adam Bishop, Ahoerstemeier, Akhilleus, Alansohn, Aldux, Allens, Angr, Ariezee, BBCatport,
BarretB, Bennetto, BiiteMyCouturee, Böri, C+C, Cabe6403, CanadianCaesar, Catalographer, CatherineMunro, Chabuk, Cmdrjameson, CoeurDeLion, Cplakidas, Crackerbelly, Daniel Mahu,
Darth Panda, DavidOaks, Davidiad, Dblk, Deanos, DeathGear24, Deucalionite, Dimadick, Dimts, Discospinster, Donarreiskoffer, Dondoolee, Donreed, Dylan Lake, Edward321, Ellsworth,
Enjoyurday17, EoGuy, Epbr123, Estarriol, FF2010, Fabartus, Falcorian, FeanorStar7, Fluzwup, Gaius Octavius Thurinus, Gauss, Glenn, Gonzalo84, GregAsche, Guoguo12, Gurch, Gutsul,
Gökhan, Haiduc, Hajor, Huon, ICE77, Iainspeed, Ifnkovhg, Igfsu10, Iphthime, Itai, J.delanoy, Jeschiffres129, Jiddisch, Jim1138, John K, Jonjames1986, Josiah Rowe, Julia Rossi, Kapooz,
Ketiltrout, Kimon, Kwamikagami, Känsterle, Lacrimosus, Ludde23, Marknau, Mdhennessey, Mentifisto, MichaelHaeckel, ModemManCJ, Monedula, Monsieur Voltaire, Montgomery '39,
Mr.crabby, Muriel Gottrop, Mwilso24, Neptune5000, Neutrality, Nightscream, Nuttycoconut, Oldsunnygirl, Olson hogue, Pablo X, Papa November, Paul August, Pharaoh of the Wizards, Piano
non troppo, Pmanderson, Pnyxor, Promethean, Qwerty keyboards, Ravenous, Reahad, Renato Caniatti, Royalfalcon12, Rschmertz, Rtkat3, SchreiberBike, Shii, Silence, Skeptic2, Spencer,
Superk1a, Suslindisambiguator, T0812, T@nn, TAnthony, TOO, Tad Lincoln, Techman224, The Interior, Tide rolls, Timrollpickering, Tolistefl65, Tomwhite56, Tpbradbury, Tsiaojian lee,
Tucci528, TurtleTurtle, TwistOfCain, Vanished User 8a9b4725f8376, Washburnmav, WhisperToMe, Wikid77, Wjejskenewr, Woohookitty, Yaris678, Zro, Zzuuzz, 233 anonymous edits

Agamemnon  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510623353  Contributors: 0, 24ip, AbyssWyrm, Adam Bishop, AdamBristol, AetosIptamenos, Ahoerstemeier, Ajd, Akhilleus,
Alaiche, Alan Millar, Alansohn, Albmont, AlistairMcMillan, Allstarecho, Amcfadgen, Ameypersonsave, Andy Christ, Angusmclellan, Anthonyhcole, Antiphus, Aphaia, Arabani, Arthena,
Autumnof79, Avoided, BBCatport, Bemoeial, Bilsonius, Bobblewik, Bobby D. Bryant, Bobo192, Boris Allen, Brackenheim, Branman515, Bsimmons666, CalicoCatLover, CanadianCaesar,
Cantiorix, Capricorn42, Carey Evans, Catalographer, Cdaskala, Cdville, Chinasaur, Chris the speller, ChrisHodgesUK, Cielomobile, Clariseinthehouse, Closedmouth, CoeurDeLion, Courcelles,
Crvst, Curb Chain, Dallas1942, Dan m90, DarkFalls, Davidelendunes, Davidiad, Dblk, Ddball, De728631, Delirium, Deor, DerBorg, Discospinster, Don Alessandro, Dondoolee, Donfbreed,
Doug Coldwell, Dpaajones, Dr Gangrene, Dstanfor, Duncancumming, Dycedarg, Eclecticology, Edivorce, Ehz440, Ekwos, Entropy, Epastore, Epbr123, Erianna, Erogul, Espetkov, Evercat,
Excirial, Faradayplank, FeanorStar7, Felix Folio Secundus, Felizdenovo, Ferrierd, FinalRapture, Fordmadoxfraud, FoxDiamond, Furius, Furries, Fuzzibloke, Fæ, GLaDOS, Gabbe, Gail, Gaius
Cornelius, Gauss, Gertlex, Gibfish, Glenn, Gogo Dodo, GoneAwayNowAndRetired, Gonzalo84, Greenleaf, GrindtXX, Grumpyyoungman01, Gsl, Gtrmp, Gurch, Gutsul, Gwil, Haiduc, Halmstad,
Handisnak, Herbertxu, Huon, Husond, ICE77, Icairns, Ilion2, Imnotminkus, Infrogmation, InspectorTiger, Ipodamos, Iridescent, Ixfd64, J Di, J.delanoy, JW1805, JaGa, Jab843, Jcmiller,
Jdcooper, Jeff G., Jesster79, Jhinman, Jienum, Jim1138, JinFX, Jjlasne, Jlmorgan, John K, JorgeGG, Jpod2, Jvhertum, Jwy, KHM03, Kaobear, Karl Dickman, Karl-Henner, Kars777, Kenwarren,
Kingturtle, Kohran, Lacrimosus, Lady Mondegreen, Lallylallylally, Laurenwhitneymueller, LeaveSleaves, Leujohn, Leuko, Light current, LilHelpa, Logan, Lozza dearnley, Luna Santin,
Madhero88, Marc Venot, Marknau, Materialscientist, Matthew Dillenburg, Mcsimpson, Meishern, Midnightblueowl, Mike Rosoft, Mintrick, Mnbitar, Mofoo, Monedula, Monterey Bay,
Montrealais, Morel, Mottenen, Mr.crabby, NPrice, NawlinWiki, Nerrolken, Nev1, Ngebendi, Nick C, Nick Number, Nikai, Njan, Noneofyourbusiness, Nssvan, Nufy8, Numbo3,
O0pyromancer0o, Omphaloscope, Oosh, Oskar71, PFHLai, Paraphelion, Passitivity, Paul August, Pax:Vobiscum, Pennhr321, Pentasyllabic, Pere prlpz, Petermartin1974, Pevernagie, Philip
Trueman, Philipp Wetzlar, Phlyaristis, Pimp3123, Politicaljunkie23, Popebrak, Possum, Pstanton, Purplebackpackonthetrail, Quintote, RFerreira, RL0919, Rambam rashi, Random contributor,
Raoul NK, Ratagonia, Rcsheets, Renato Caniatti, Rexmcgregor, Reywas92, Rich Farmbrough, Robertson-Glasgow, Rocastelo, RodC, Rory096, Rosemania, Rtkat3, Rurp, Russcarl,
Rwilliams256, Ryan032, Ryulong, SSSN, Sampo Torgo, Sarthurjones, Satanael, Sburke, Scapler, Sceptre, Sedgway, Shauni, Shmarg, Sietse, Signalhead, Sinisterwmd, Sjb90, Slowking Man,
Snowolf, Sp3000, Sparklegurl32, Sporti, Srleffler, Sshadow, StaticVision, Stephenb, Stevertigo, Stoa, Storm Rider, SupaG114, Superk1a, Suriel1981, Swimmer68803, T@nn, TAnthony, TOO,
Tagishsimon, Targaryen, Technotaoist, Tedickey, Teles, Tengfred, Tgeairn, TheNarcissist, Thenightskater, Thh91, Thomas Blomberg, Tohd8BohaithuGh1, Toscha711, Tpbradbury, Trevor
MacInnis, Treybien, Tucci528, Tweektica, Unfree, Unitedroad, Vanished user 39948282, Versus22, WBardwin, Wallerg123, Warmwasser, Welshwatch, WhisperToMe, WikiCopter, Wikipedia's,
Wikipelli, Wizardman, Wran, Xenovatis, Xwu, Yahnatan, Yomangani, Zidel333, Zuma212, 684 anonymous edits

Ajax  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510385957  Contributors: .:Ajvol:., 212.187.8.xxx, 216.99.203.xxx, 66.153.24.xxx, Aeonx, AetosIptamenos, Ajcee7, Akhilleus, 
Alansohn, Alexikoua, AlexiusHoratius, Algebra, Amitgg, Andonic, Andrew Dalby, Aramgar, Aranea Mortem, AriGold, Art LaPella, AvicAWB, Axeman89, Banazir, Bdalevin, Benea,



Article Sources and Contributors 421

Bigbluefish, Blethering Scot, Bobby D. Bryant, BradBeattie, Brandon, Bryan Derksen, Btipling, Calvin 1998, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CatBoris, CatherineMunro, Che!, Clarityfiend,
ClockworkLunch, Cocococococococococo, Conversion script, Coreyjdl, Courcelles, Cplakidas, Crl620, Cuchullain, Cyclonus0102, Cynwolfe, DanD, DanGustafsson, Dar-Ape, Darth Panda,
Davidiad, Dawkeye, Dblk, Deadnut, Deor, Deucalionite, DocWatson42, Dougweller, Dream Focus, Drift chambers, Dudo2, Ebash, Ecb29, Edward321, El C, Ellsworth, Ellywa, Energy, Epbr123,
Estevoaei, Eteru, Faradayplank, Fatal!ty, FayssalF, FeanorStar7, Fenrisulfr, Flowerparty, Fordmadoxfraud, Gabbe, Gaius Cornelius, Glacialfox, GomiTaroGeorge42, Graham87, Grim23,
Gwernol, Hede2000, Hkmaly, Hmains, Holagurl157, Hon-3s-T, Hqb, Hue White, Huon, Husond, ICE77, Iamaleopard, Igordebraga, Ihcoyc, Ikonact, Immanuel Giel, Iridescent, Irishguy,
IrrTJMc, Isis, Jared.conner, Jastrow, Jdsteakley, Jennavecia, Jess Cully, Jilidelft, Joao, Johnkarp, Jojocalypso12345678, Joshuapaquin, Josiah Rowe, Jrdodge, Jusdafax, JustAGal, Jwy, Kaal,
Kaobear, KaragouniS, Keegan, KeithB, Kelvinc, Kimiko, Kirk Hilliard, Kwamikagami, Kwazyhulk, Law Lord, Lenoxus, Light current, Lightmouse, Llywrch, Lotje, Lowris, M4bwav, Macrakis,
Mad Hatter, Madmedea, Marcus Brute, Mataleaohadakajime, Materialscientist, Maxsilvam, Maz640, Mentifisto, Metodicar, MinisterForBadTimes, Mintrick, Mottenen, Mr Stephen, Mr.crabby,
Myasuda, Mythpage88, NTox, Neelix, Nev1, NickW557, Nkrosse, Notorious958, OGoncho, Omnipedian, Orias, OrigamiNinja, Ornithikos, Pasquale, Paul August, Paul Barlow, Pawyilee,
Phlyaristis, Phthoggos, Plasticup, Pmanderson, Possum, Prashanthns, Pyromaniac621, R'n'B, Racooon, Randomusername331, RedHeadedDemon, Renato Caniatti, Rettetast, Reywas92,
Richalex2010, Rjwilmsi, Rmhermen, Robert Stephen Spiegel, Rotationx, RustySpear, Sazhu, Shanes, Shoeofdeath, Sleepyhead81, Smooth O, Solarblue, Some jerk on the Internet, Spartan198,
SteveMccourt, Superluser, T@nn, TOO, The Epopt, The Rambling Man, The Thing That Should Not Be, The wub, Thesquier, Thingg, Thue, Tiredgamer, Tony Sidaway, TopherGZ, Trevori,
Trubye, Tucci528, Ultras GE, Van der Hoorn, Vorago, Vrenator, Vriullop, WTF23434, Wadems, Wereon, Wetman, WhisperToMe, Whispering, Wikipelli, Wjbean, Xanthoxyl, Yachtsman1,
Ynhockey, Zoicon5, 405 anonymous edits

Ajax the Lesser  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=497866526  Contributors: .:Ajvol:., 216.99.203.xxx, AetosIptamenos, Akhilleus, AlexanderVanLoon, Alexikoua,
Alphachimp, Andre Engels, Andrew Dalby, Andrewcaleb, Antzervos, Besieged, Bill Conn, Bilsonius, Bongwarrior, Bryan Derksen, Charles Matthews, Che!, CommonsDelinker, Conversion
script, Dar-Ape, Darwin's Bulldog, Davidiad, Derek Ross, Deucalionite, Dondoolee, Dougofborg, ESkog, Erianna, Fordmadoxfraud, FruitMonkey, Guy.debros, Huey45, Hyperboreios, ICE77,
JarlaxleArtemis, JustAGal, Kimon, Kingsix6878, Larry V, Laszlovszky András, Maria Sieglinda von Nudeldorf, Metodicar, Mottenen, Mr.crabby, Neddyseagoon, Neelix, Nkrosse, OldakQuill,
Pasquale, PatGallacher, Paul August, Phlyaristis, PoeticVerse, Pstanton, RafaAzevedo, Renato Caniatti, Reywas92, RichardMills65, Rjwilmsi, Sa.Ja.Lo, Shanes, Singinglemon, Sleepyhead81,
Smitty, Sthenel, T@nn, TOO, Tedclaymore, Teh tennisman, TheoClarke, Therefore, Towers225, Tucci528, WhisperToMe, Worm That Turned, 58 anonymous edits

Nestor  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508982506  Contributors: 2fletch, Adam Bishop, AgentPeppermint, Agne27, Alaiche, Alcmaeonid, Anville, Avoided, Barryob,
Bibliomaniac15, Biruitorul, Captain Crawdad, Carlossuarez46, Catalographer, Che!, Clive the Cup, CommonsDelinker, Darklilac, Davidiad, Dblk, DerHexer, Dethme0w, Deucalionite,
Dondoolee, Earthearth12, Ellsworth, Erud, Estevoaei, Excirial, Faghomo, Falcorian, FeanorStar7, Fordmadoxfraud, Fuzzibloke, Gilliam, Goiobre, Hajatvrc, Healthinspector, Hectorian,
Heliogabalus227, Igiffin, Ioakar, Ioscius, Jacobe13, Jauhienij, Jeschiffres129, Jimmyeatskids, John J. Bulten, John K, KnightRider, Kostisl, Kraftlos, Lacrimosus, Leuqarte, Lily20, M4bwav,
Mahlum, Maksym Ye., MinisterForBadTimes, Mitrius, Mottenen, Mr.crabby, Neddyseagoon, Omnipedian, Orange Suede Sofa, Panellet, Paul August, Pigman, Rajofcanada, Ravenous, Renato
Caniatti, Rjwilmsi, Robertson-Glasgow, Rtkat3, Ryannxx14, Sionus, T@nn, TOO, Teply, The Man in Question, Tide rolls, Tipiac, Tomisti, UtherSRG, Webdinger, Weetoddid, WhisperToMe,
103 anonymous edits

Diomedes  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510689852  Contributors: -Ril-, AXRL, Abyca, Aesopos, AetosIptamenos, Airunp, Akhilleus, Alagos, Aldux, Alex earlier account,
Altenmann, Alvestrand, Andre Engels, AnonUser, Attilios, Axl, Bathrobe, Beatnick, Bibi Saint-Pol, BocoROTH, Bryan Derksen, Bunnyhop11, Caffelice, CenozoicEra, Che!, Chika11, Cote
d'Azur, Courcelles, CultureDrone, CurlyPop88, Cwolfx, D. Webb, DVD R W, Dante Alighieri, Davidiad, De728631, Deucalionite, Didactohedron, Diomedez, Diomidis Spinellis, Dominic
Hardstaff, Dondoolee, Dplatt, Dr. Yasas Bandara, Dr.K., Druid135, Dryranm, Elizabennet, Ellsworth, Ellywa, EoGuy, Erathos, FeanorStar7, Fordmadoxfraud, Fordph0714, FruitMonkey,
Fuzzibloke, Gfoley4, Glane23, Grandma-redactrice, GregorB, Grudolph, Gökhan, Healthinspector, Helperboy54321, Illustir, Jeffsterz, JimWae, John K, Jpogi, Jwy, Kafka Liz, Kenmayer, Kristen
Eriksen, Kwekubo, Laundry Week, Leondumontfollower, Loren.wilton, Mallaccaos, Mazca, Mdhennessey, Metodicar, Michael Hardy, Mild Bill Hiccup, MinisterForBadTimes, Mira, Miskin,
Mlouns, Mottenen, Mr.crabby, Mythpage88, Neddyseagoon, NeonVacuumTube, Nicke Lilltroll, Nightkey, Njál, Nlu, Ntsimp, Oiophron, Owen, Paul August, Paul Barlow, Pax:Vobiscum, Peter
Napkin Dance Party, Phlyaristis, Phthoggos, Polylerus, PuzzletChung, Pyroclastic, Quadell, RR, Ravenous, Reaper Eternal, Renato Caniatti, Rettetast, Reywas92, Ronsin1976, Rtdixon86, Rtkat3,
SJAsk, SciGuy013, Skier Dude, SolLuna, Superk1a, T@nn, TOO, Tehninjaness, The Man in Question, TheWingedone, Tucci528, Tzetzes, Vald, Vanished user 39948282, Wackyvorlon, Wareh,
WhisperToMe, Why Not A Duck, Δ, 242 anonymous edits

Teucer  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508025602  Contributors: AetosIptamenos, Akhilleus, Aldux, Alex '05, BD2412, Bilsonius, Bryan Derksen, Captain panda,
Catalographer, CatherineMunro, Che!, Costesseyboy, Cplakidas, Cyclonus0102, Deucalionite, Dondoolee, EamonnPKeane, Ebakunin, El-Ahrairah, Ellsworth, Estevoaei, Faaaa, Fuhghettaboutit,
Fuzzibloke, GeeJo, Ghirlandajo, Haukurth, Hekamede, Howcheng, Hpc, Iwfi, Jess Cully, KRBN, Kan240, Llywrch, Lukashka, M-le-mot-dit, Mavros, Maximus Rex, MinisterForBadTimes,
Mr.crabby, Mrwojo, Ninjarrr, Paul August, Phlyaristis, Pictureuploader, RISHARTHA, Renato Caniatti, Rjwilmsi, Rtkat3, Shmuelakam, Susvolans, T@nn, Tucci528, Unyoyega, Yak, 20
anonymous edits

Dragons in Greek mythology  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510039379  Contributors: .marc., Ajsh, Akhilleus, Amberrock, Astrocom, Catgut, ChrisGualtieri, Citizen
Premier, DOSGuy, DerHexer, Deucalionite, Elkester, Fredtfish, GeeJo, GeorgianJorjadze, Gracefool, Hadley1217, Hairy Dude, Hazhk, Ismael uddin, Iwfi, Jakegothic, John D. Croft,
LaggedOnUser, Minimac, NielsenGW, Omphaloscope, Pafferguy, Peterklevy, Pyrofysh, Scottandrewhutchins, SkyWalker, SpectrumDT, Tassadar1987, Tchoutoye, Test-tools, Tide rolls,
Tikiwont, TreasuryTag, Veledan, Vultur, WVhybrid, Wetman, 109 anonymous edits

Gorgon  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509306539  Contributors: 83d40m, A little insignificant, Abyca, Acefox, Adam Bishop, Ae.com17, Alansohn, Aleenf1, AlexCage,
Amara, Animum, Ankit Maity, Antonio Lopez, Apokryltaros, Aramgutang, Art LaPella, Arthena, Asarelah, Astral, Bacchiad, Backtable, Basilicofresco, Benc, Bgag, Bibi Saint-Pol, Blade99,
Blaine the Braine, Blehfu, Bobet, Brisky, Bryan Derksen, Burek, CIreland, Calabraxthis, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Carmichael, Charles Matthews, Che!, ChrisGualtieri, Chrissoccer2,
Christoph Wagener, Colonial One, Craig23j, Crvst, Cygnis insignis, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DS1000, Dan Harkless, Darkapex, Davidiad, DerHexer, Detruncate, Deucalionite, Dicke macleod,
Discospinster, Disinclination, DocWatson42, Dodo, Dr. Beaster, Dr.K., DreamGuy, ERcheck, Ebrownless, Ebustad, Edgarde, Eekerz, Elerium, Eliashedberg, Emote, Enki H., Epbr123,
ErikTheRed13, Error, Excirial, FKmailliW, Fabiform, Feezo, Flauto Dolce, Flowerparty, Fordmadoxfraud, FruitMonkey, Gallonigher, Galo1969X, Gary King, Geogre, Ginsengbomb, Glenn,
Graham87, Greymatter51, Grm wnr, Gtrmp, Haoie, Hehehedoughnuts, Hi878, Hugh Manatee, Ihcoyc, Ipstenu, Island, Iwfi, J.delanoy, Jacce, Jake Nelson, Jakegothic, Jelsova, Jkelly, Jokl,
Joyous!, Juliancolton, Katsuhagi, Kazvorpal, Khoikhoi, Kingpin13, Kittybrewster, Klemen Kocjancic, Koyaanis Qatsi, Kristen Eriksen, Kristoffer Kjaer, Laurent paris, LeaveSleaves,
Lessthanideal, Lightblade, Lightmouse, Literacola, Looxix, Lord Pistachio, Lotje, Loyalprecision, Luk, Lumos3, M-le-mot-dit, Macedonian, MaeseLeon, Magnus.de, Mani1, Manop, Maqs,
Marek69, Matty-chan, Mawfive, Merope, Minna Sora no Shita, Mintrick, Mirv, Mondigomo, MongrelGorgon, Mordicai, MrKIA11, NCIS obsessed, Natalie Erin, NeuronExMachina,
NevilleDNZ, Newone, Nurmsook, Odie5533, Ojigiri, OlenWhitaker, Orphan Wiki, OtakuMan, Parukia, Patstuart, Paul August, Pc13, Peter Horn, Phantomsteve, Philip Trueman, Philthecow,
Pigman, Pmqwerty, Polylerus, Portillo, RJASE1, RafaAzevedo, RedHillian, Reevnar, Renato Caniatti, Rjwilmsi, Robin Hood, Rtkat3, SAMAS, SakotGrimshine, ScAvenger, Scentomule,
Sceptre, Scottandrewhutchins, Seancdaug, Sebastian G., Shadzar, Silence, Silthor, Simbrex, Simon Peter Hughes, Skarebo, Skirambler, Skizzik, Slayerteez, Stan Shebs, Stepheng3, Steven Zhang,
Sugar Bear, TAnthony, THF, Tbhotch, Tealwisp, Thalia14, The Man in Question, The Rambling Man, The Thing That Should Not Be, TheRhani, Thue, Tide rolls, Tim1357, Toira, Tommy
Kronkvist, Trevor MacInnis, Trusilver, Tucci528, Ugur Basak, Unyoyega, Uvaphdman, Vrenator, WIKI-GUY-16, Wd47, Wejer, Welsh, Wetman, Whateley23, WhisperToMe, Wiki C98,
Wikipelli, Woohookitty, Xcentaur, Xufanc, Yonatan, Zadcat, ZeWrestler, Zeddicus966, Zminer, Zyxwvutsrqp, Александър, 471 anonymous edits

Anemoi  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510962887  Contributors: AS, Aanaranjo10, AbigailAbernathy, Adrigon, Agingskydiver, Agora, Albmont, Anatoly.bourov, Anthony
Appleyard, Appellative, Argos'Dad, Asarelah, Audaciter, Baka42, Bbik, Beezhive, Ben Applegate, Bob Burkhardt, CWii, CalicoCatLover, Calor, Caltas, CanadianLinuxUser, Ccacsmss,
Cenarium, Chmee2, Chodorkovskiy, Closedmouth, Coldsink, CommonsDelinker, Cynwolfe, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, Daimore, Davidiad, DocWatson42, Dr.K., Dracontes, Drbreznjev,
ErikHATESboreas, Freederick, Fumitol, Gdje je nestala duša svijeta, Gilgamesh, Gilliam, Gioto, Graham87, Haiduc, Haldrik, HarryHenryGebel, Heron, Hmains, Hydrargyrum, Icairns, Irish
Pearl, Iwfi, J. Finkelstein, J.delanoy, JaGa, Jakegothic, Jastrow, Joseph Solis in Australia, Kasuga, Kranix, Ks0stm, Kusunose, MacTire02, Makemi, Marcinjeske, Marek69, Markwiki, Martim33,
Master PauL--, Mercury McKinnon, Miriemirie, MortimerCat, Mottenen, Msrasnw, Naruttebayo, Niceguyedc, Ntennis, O0pyromancer0o, Odwirafo, Omnipedian, Optimus Pryme, Oreo Priest,
PasO, Pasky, Paul August, Per Honor et Gloria, Perey, Petecl, Phlyaristis, Polaco77, Polylerus, R'n'B, Redbird 41, Rjwilmsi, Rolf Schmidt, Roryrory31, Ryann1370, Scott5834, SeoMac, Silence,
Smeggysmeg, Spenpiano, Tadswana, The Bushranger, The Man in Question, Una Smith, Vigilius, Wafry, Walrasiad, Wertuose, WoodElf, Woohookitty, XVreturns, Xact, Yoccodog, Zythe, 155
anonymous edits

Centaur  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=507303800  Contributors: !ComputerAlert!, (, 1.618033989, 192.146.101.xxx, 21655, 5 albert square, 78.146.132.102 Classics, 
A8UDI, Abyca, Ace of Spades, Acsumama, Adam Bishop, Addaone, Ahoerstemeier, Al.locke, Alansohn, Ale jrb, Alfio, Algocu, AlmostReadytoFly, Amaltheus, Amerz, AnakngAraw, Andre 
Engels, Andres, Andycjp, AnnaKucsma, Annne furanku, Antandrus, Anthony Appleyard, Anyomous4548f4bs, Aquatico, ArchangelMichael, Arcron23, ArkinAardvark, Artemisboy, Asarelah, 
Aspects, Atchom, Auntof6, AusJeb, Ayudante, Bachrach44, Badbilltucker, Bainst, Bart133, Bassbonerocks, Beandip123, BehemothCat, Bender235, Biruitorul, Bissinger, Bleagh!, BlueAzure, 
Bmuzyka, Bobo192, Borgx, Borisblue, Breadandroses, Briangotts, BrokenSphere, Bryan Derksen, Buttspawn, CMG, CSWarren, Cacycle, Caeruleancentaur, Calabe1992, Caltas, CalumH93, 
Calvin 1998, CambridgeBayWeather, CanadianLinuxUser, Cantras, Capricorn42, CardinalDan, Carnby, Carolfrog, Cayzle, Cbernst1, Cenarium, CentaurRULES, Chamal N, Chanceloth, Charles 
Matthews, Chimrae, Clicketyclack, Cobaltcigs, Conscious, Conversion script, Cornellier, Corti, Cowman715, Coyoty, Curlyman12345, Cynwolfe, Cyprian56, D. Webb, DBigXray, Damacguy, 
Dana boomer, Dangerdan97, Danny, Dante Alighieri, Dante4848, Davidiad, Deconstructhis, Deucalionite, Dgies, Diannaa, Discospinster, Dlohcierekim, Doczilla, Dogman15, Dogsgomoo, 
Don4of4, Doomer4life, Dpw6, DreamGuy, Dstlascaux, Dylantv, Dysepsion, Dysmorodrepanis, EarthFurst, Edward321, Eeekster, Eilthireach, Ekwos, Elembis, Elockid, Ender Wiiggin, Epbr123, 
Erianna, Erolos, Everyking, Excirial, Ezeu, Fastzander, Favonian, Fbv65edel, Floacist, Flowerparty, Flying Penguin, ForfexSceleris, Fractyl, Fran McCrory, Frankly speaking, Fritzpoll, Frood, 
Fui in terra aliena, Fumitol, FunkMonk, Fxd25, Fylindfotberserk, GameKeeper, Gentaur, Geracudd, Goldfritha, Goooooooooooogle, GorillaWarfare, Gracefool, Gtrmp, Guslarkachic, Haham 
hanuka, Hairy Dude, Haisook, HalfShadow, Havhof, Hazhk, Hdt83, Helix84, Henrydms, Hep2103, Hoovooloo, Hottentot, Huskarl2000, Hydrogen Iodide, ICE77, Ida Shaw, Idrankhemlock,



Article Sources and Contributors 422

Insanity Incarnate, Ioscius, J.delanoy, JForget, JYOuyang, Jake Wartenberg, Jakegothic, Jannex, Jath143, Jeraphine Gryphon, Jesse.niemeir1, Jirka Staffan Aubert, John Hyams, JohnOwens, Josh
Parris, Joshbaumgartner, Jpgordon, Junglecat, Jyril, K-UNIT, Karenjc, Kaspar, Kchishol1970, KireiShojo, Klemen Kocjancic, Kleptonin, KnowledgeOfSelf, Knusperflakes, Kotengu,
Kowloonese, Kukini, Kurtle, Kurykh, Kusunose, La Pianista, Laogeodritt, Laranesight, LedgendGamer, Lights, Llawll, Longbow4u, Lysianna, M-le-mot-dit, Macedonian, Mandarax,
Materialscientist, Matthew Dunford, Matusz, Maxim Razin, Mayumashu, Meaghan, Megan1967, Melchoir, Melodychick, MeltBanana, Michael Hardy, Mike Rosoft, MilborneOne, Mimihitam,
Mintrick, Mjolnir001, Mobius, Mr. Absurd, Mr. Stradivarius, Muke, MusashiExtra, Natasha Tatiyamaneekul, Nativeborncal, NawlinWiki, Neddyseagoon, NeilEvans, Notacentuar, Nsaa,
NuclearWarfare, Nutiketaiel, Nydas, Ojigiri, Omicronpersei8, OneWeirdDude, Palnatoke, Panchoserra, Patrick, PhoenixVTam, Pinethicket, Polylerus, Ponyo, Porfyrios, Prashanthns,
Premeditated Chaos, Prosfilaes, Ptj tsubasa, Quintote, RR, RaCha'ar, Raven4x4x, Reaper Eternal, Red Director, Regancy42, Reko, Remurmur, Rglong, RickK, Ricknightcrawler, Riotgear,
Rkid007, Rob Hooft, Robert K S, Roland Longbow, Roonwit, Roxanboy, Rtkat3, Rupert 59, S. Neuman, SAMAS, SWAdair, Samzmas, Satanael, ScAvenger lv, Scarlet Lioness, Scientizzle,
Scottandrewhutchins, Seanwal111111, Sesquiannual, Sfan00 IMG, ShadowBroker44, Shadowjams, Shadowlynk, Shikai shaw, Shimeru, Simon Peter Hughes, Singinglemon, Sjakkalle, Skald the
Rhymer, Skizzik, Sklmsta, Skribb, Slon02, Smeazel, Sochwa, Sohrab b.m, Soosed, Soveryartsy, SpuriousQ, Stan Shebs, Storkynoob, Sully716, Susfele, Synthfilker, T.J.V., T@nn, TSGwik,
TUF-KAT, Techman224, Tectar, Teh tennisman, Thackeray, The Epopt, The Thing That Should Not Be, Theelf29, Theranos, Thin Smek, Thingg, Tholme, Tide rolls, Tim Auke Kools,
Tohd8BohaithuGh1, Tommy2010, Topbanana, Trachea6, TreasuryTag, Tripodero, Tristanb, Tualha, Tucci528, Ukexpat, Umrcht, Unyoyega, Uofgaysian, Urhixidur, UtherSRG, Val42, Vald,
Vik-Thor, Vina, Vmenkov, Vriullop, Vulpine9, Wafulz, Wavelength, Wayward, Welsh, WereSpielChequers, Wereon, Wetman, Whispering, WikHead, WikiZorro, Wikipelli, Willers1938,
Wraithdart, Wsiegmund, YUL89YYZ, Yamla, Yonwe, Zenlax, Zereshk, 643 anonymous edits

Cyclops  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509975385  Contributors: 4twenty42o, 90 Auto, A little insignificant, AJR, AOB, Achowat, ActivExpression, Adam Bishop,
Addshore, Akhilleus, Aksi great, Alan Isherwood, Alanhwiki, Alansohn, Aldux, Alex.muller, Alphageekpa, Amit6, Anand Karia, Andonic, Andrarias, Andres, Andy4789, Andycjp, Anna
Frodesiak, Antandrus, Anthony Appleyard, Apokryltaros, Appa609, ArglebargleIV, Ark, Arniep, Asarelah, Astral, Attilios, Audiosmurf, Auntof6, Awg1010, Axelwr44, Aziz1005, Backtable,
Baiter, Bakabaka, Barek, Becktim77, Benc, Bencherlite, Bento00, Bibliomaniac15, Bilsonius, Bluesykillerhorn, Bmec5555, Bob f it, Bobo192, Bongwarrior, Borat55, Borgx, Boston, Bryan
Derksen, CainDamien, Calvin 1998, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Capricorn42, Captain panda, Captain-tucker, Catgut, Ccson, Cflm001, Che!, Chris G, Chrisvls, Chuck Carroll,
Codenamecuckoo, Codymiller212-212, Coffee, Colonies Chris, CombatCraig, Comesgolf, Computerjoe, Connection, Corpx, Courcelles, Createjc, Cst17, Cureden, Curps, CyberGhostface,
Cyclopia, Cyclops Fan, Cyclops221, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, Danny252, Dante Alighieri, Dark Tichondrias, DarkSleach, Daven200520, Davewho2, Davidiad, Dawn Bard, Dbiel, De1stbeast,
DeadEyeArrow, Deflective, Demiurge1000, DennyColt, DerHexer, Deror avi, Deucalionite, Devil.of.firewalls, Diablokrom, Diamondqueen010, Dina, Discospinster, Divibisan, Dougie monty,
DougsTech, Dougweller, Download, Doyley, Dr!ppy, Dream of Nyx, DreamGuy, Dsman00, Dust Filter, Dysmorodrepanis, EdBever, Ekwos, Elendil's Heir, Emops, Enviroboy, Epbr123,
EricWesBrown, ErikTheRed13, Error, Etincelles, Everyking, Exarion, Excirial, Falcon8765, Favonian, Fayenatic london, Fieldday-sunday, Filelakeshoe, Filibustered, Florian Blaschke, Flusher5,
Fordmadoxfraud, FreplySpang, Frotz, Fâtimâh bint Fulâni, Fæ, Garzo, Geracudd, Ghiraddje, Gilliam, Glen, Glenn, Gogo Dodo, GoldDragon, GoldenGlory84, Gourami Watcher, Gracefool,
Grassfire, Green Giant, Gscshoyru, Gtrmp, Hadal, Hailey C. Shannon, HamburgerRadio, Haoie, Harryboyles, Hashar, Havee3333333, Hectorian, HiDrNick, Hirpex, HisSpaceResearch, Husky,
Hveziris, ICE77, Ian Pitchford, IceUnshattered, Icydilldos, Ifnkovhg, Ilikepie5644, Inter, IrishFBall32, Irishguy, IronGargoyle, Island, J.J.Sagnella, J.delanoy, JDitto, Jack Merridew,
Jacktheripper22, Jagger88788, Jajc43, Jakegothic, Jalen19669, Jay Firestorm, JayKeaton, Jbrhill, Jdheyerman, Jdpigeon, JengaTower, Jennavecia, Jncraton, Jojhutton, Jonathan Tweet, Jons63,
Josh Parris, Josh3580, Jsayre64, Kablammo, Kane5187, Kariteh, Kate, Katieh5584, Kingpin13, Kirrages, Kjkolb, Klemen Kocjancic, KnowledgeOfSelf, Krich, Kroso21, Kuru, Kwamikagami,
Landon1980, Laurent paris, Lear's Fool, LeaveSleaves, LeoNomis, Looxix, Lorenzarius, Lunar Jesters, MBisanz, MER-C, Macula, Magioladitis, Mahlum, Mandarax, Manop, MartinDK, Mathew
meedis is ***, MattGiuca, Max rspct, Maxl, Mbertsch, McSly, Mclay1, Mentifisto, Michael Anon, Michael Hardy, Midnightblueowl, Mike Serfas, Miranda, Mirv, Mjanja, Mjl0509, Mlouns,
Modster, Moeron, Mojska, Moloch09, Mordicai, Mr Tan, Mrpescud, Mud4t, My76Strat, Mythology Man, NYCRuss, Nakon, Nareek, NawlinWiki, Necror, Nepenthes, Nev1, Neverquick,
Newvietcong, Nihiltres, Ninjahero, Nneonneo, Nolamagick, Non-dropframe, North911, Notheruser, NrDg, O.Koslowski, Odie5533, Odysses, Omega3320, Omnipaedista, Omphaloscope,
Oneiros, Oreo Priest, Oskar71, OtakuMan, Packerslover3260, Painlord2k, Parsnipzilla, Paul A, Paul August, Pauli133, Pax:Vobiscum, Paxsimius, Persian Poet Gal, Pfhreak, Philip Trueman,
Phuzion, Pibwl, Pinethicket, Plange, Popadopolis, Prashanthns, Pruneau, Puritan, Qxz, RA0808, RFerreira, Radon210, Ramanpotential, RandomCritic, Ravenous, Rdsmith4, Reconsider the static,
Renato Caniatti, RexJacobus, Rick Cooper, Rjwilmsi, Rob T Firefly, Robert P. O'Shea, RobertG, RobertMfromLI, Roger M.E. Lightly, Rohanjayawant, Ronhjones, RoyBoy, Rrburke, Rtkat3,
Ryan, SD5, SMC, SYSS Mouse, Salleman, Salvio giuliano, Sander123, Sceptre, Scoffes, Scottandrewhutchins, Seaphoto, ShadowPheonix, Shanes, Siddharth Mehrotra, Sillygostly, Skarebo,
Skate0s, SlackerMom, Snocrates, SparrowsWing, SpuriousQ, St.daniel, Stardust8212, StefanoC, Stephenb, Stepturns, Stoa, Storm Rider, SuperHamster, Superduckinator, Superniol, Svanslyck,
Sven Manguard, Tcncv, Techman224, Technopat, Tedickey, Telvanis, Teptoria, The Man in Question, The Rambling Man, The Thing That Should Not Be, The undertow, Thompson124, Tide
rolls, Timrollpickering, Tnxman307, Toddst1, Tommy2010, Toughpigs, TrackFan, Tresiden, Tripodero, Trotter, Tucci528, TutterMouse, Typing monkey, TøM, Uhai, Unknown Dragon,
Untilarea22, UtherSRG, VegaDark, Virginiabt1023, Vishnu2011, Wayne Slam, Wereon, Wetman, Whispering, WikHead, Wiki alf, Wikipelli, WillMak050389, Willking1979, Winchelsea, Wow
noob, XxEMO ROCKSTARxx, Yaris678, Yossarian, Youngblandford, Yuckfoo, Zelonephyco, Zhou Yu, ZooFari, Zsinj, Александър, Саша Стефановић, 1166 ,ماني anonymous edits

Gigantes  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=497451662  Contributors: AS, Abyca, Alex '05, Alex earlier account, Andre Engels, Artemisboy, Attilios, Brighterorange, Captain
panda, Che!, Chris the speller, CommonsDelinker, Curps, Cybercobra, Darsie, Davidiad, Deucalionite, Diablokrom, DocWatson42, Dream of Nyx, DreamGuy, Druthulhu, Emperor,
ErikTheRed13, Falcor007, Falcorian, Fayenatic london, FocalPoint, GoldDragon, Gracefool, Grafen, Graham87, GuitarDudeness, Hebele, Hevesli, ICE77, Ifnkovhg, Jakegothic, Jayran, JoshuaZ,
Kaldari, Kazvorpal, Kelovy, Keroessa, Kissavos, Klemen Kocjancic, Kpjas, Leandrod, Longbow4u, Mirv, Moonian, Mordicai, NearEMPTiness, OSM0002, Orthografer, Ozhiker, PFHLai, Pablo
X, Paul August, Peanutsfish, Pfhreak, Phlyaristis, Pmanderson, Ravenous, Renato Caniatti, Revth, Richard Arthur Norton (1958- ), Robert K S, Robinandroid, Rsocol, Rtkat3, Salleman, Sassf,
Schmandre, Serpent's Choice, Shoester, SolLuna, SpiderMum, Stimpy, T@nn, The Legendary Ranger, Theranos, TimBentley, Time9, TreasuryTag, Trekphiler, Tucci528, Tzetzes, Wetman,
WhisperToMe, Yamara, YankeeDoodle14, Zandperl, Zoe, Zzedar, 83 anonymous edits

Hecatonchires  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=388380138  Contributors: -- April, AS, Abyca, Acather96, Aj8uppal, Alexander Tendler, Amit6, Andre Engels, Angel David,
AniMate, Anonymous Dissident, Antonio Prates, Atlan, Auric, Bento00, Bintlibya, Boing! said Zebedee, Bryan Derksen, CBM, Catalographer, Che!, Chupon, Cormacolinde, CuteHappyBrute,
CyberSkull, Davidiad, Dbachmann, Deflective, Deucalionite, DocWatson42, Dwiakigle, El-Ahrairah, Eliot Stearns, Epbr123, Es42, Explicit, Falcon8765, Finn Bjørklid, Fleet Pete,
FoekeNoppert, Fractyl, Fuzzform, GTubio, Garcilaso, Gau1990, Glacialfox, Glenn, GoldDragon, Hairy Dude, Hehehehahaha1, Hyperboreios, ICE77, Island, JDC808, JJansen, Jakegothic,
JesterCountess, Josh Grosse, Joshuachandler11, Kabuki dreams, Karl-Henner, Keenan Pepper, Keith Edkins, KiroMahoustukai, Kitsunegami, Kutera Genesis, Kwamikagami, Lord Xavius,
Lorenzarius, Lupinoid, Luxdormiens, MER-C, Machine Elf 1735, Mani1, Masónico, Materialscientist, Mintrick, Misterstark, MrArifnajafov, MrH, Neyo14, Nicke L, Noclevername, Odie5533,
Omnipaedista, Omnipedian, Paul August, Pfhreak, Populus, Queen Rhana, Rayshade, Redheylin, Renato Caniatti, Riffraff, RobinJ, Rockrunnercard, Rsocol, Rtkat3, Sabrewing, Sandman,
Silence, SkyLined, Soap, SquidSK, Stephenb, Sznax, TheCharlesOne, Theranos, Towerman, Tucci528, Unionhawk, UtherSRG, Valentina, gospodarica neba, Varlak, Welshwatch, Wetman,
Wikijens, Wikikris, Wlodzimierz, Wolfdog, Yugoer, 199 anonymous edits

Harpy  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=508770259  Contributors: 21655, 31Gabe, ARegularDecoratedEmergency, AS, AVM, AbigailAbernathy, Adum12, AgentPeppermint,
Ajh16, Alansohn, Alex S, Alexanderbest, Alphachimp, Altenmann, Altzinn, Amaltheus, Andre Engels, Apokryltaros, Are you ready for IPv6?, Artemisboy, Asarelah, BOZ, Bilsonius, Bluezy,
Bob Burkhardt, Bobo192, Bobrayner, Borgx, Bryan Derksen, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CanisRufus, Cantras, CapnZapp, Chris the speller, Cklcit, Clarince63, Colonies Chris, ComputerBox,
Conscious, Crawlin, Cyco 13, DButani, Damifb, Dancon7, Dar-Ape, DarkNexusAngel, Darklord 1984, Darth Smurf, Davidiad, Davidwhite544, Dawnseeker2000, Dblk, Dendrophilia,
DesertFly3, Dick Shane, Discospinster, Djinn112, Doctorj18, Doodleson, Doodlesons, Doug, Douglasfrankfort, Dream of Nyx, DreamGuy, EamonnPKeane, EdH, El C, ElectricRay,
Emu-not-emo, Ender Wiiggin, Enirac Sum, EpochDarkleaf, Erolos, Eru, Falcon8765, Finn Bjørklid, FitzJD, Fiziker, FrancisTyers, Frankeee2, FunkMonk, GLaDOS, Gaius Cornelius, Gffdssf,
Glacialfox, Gracefool, Greyweather, Hans Adler, Heron, Hornbreaker, Hydrogen Iodide, IceKarma, Iisryan, Ishnariel, JDC808, JPEG, Jakegothic, Jallan, Jic, Jmabel, Kappa, KathrynLybarger,
Kuru, Lacrimosaloversrock, LarrisM, Lear's Fool, LeaveSleaves, Leevclarke, Legitimus, Limulus, MKar, Macula, Madphilday, Magicflyinlemur, Marasama, Marianocecowski, Med, Mellery,
Melodychick, Michael Devore, Michael Hardy, Mintrick, Mohansnayaka, Momoko chan, Myspamhere, Naddy, Nalvage, Nanakon, Neelix, NickW557, Ninthkeys, Noym, Nrodovsky, Nsaa,
OGoncho, Oedalis, Omnipaedista, Omnipedian, Orioane, OtakuMan, P.D., P4poetic, PBS-AWB, Paul August, Pearle, Penguin, Persiana, Pfranson, Phearson, Piano non troppo, Pinethicket,
Polylerus, Pueblolanghead, Pyle, R5t6y7, RJC, RKOwnage, Rich Farmbrough, Richard Weil, Robin bobbin, Rocastelo, Rtkat3, Ruhrjung, Ryvian, SGGH, SadisticMasochist, Satanael,
Scottandrewhutchins, Shinjiman, Shizhao, Shlomke, Sigma 7, Silarius, SimonP, Slawojarek, Slayerteez, Smooth O, Smultiplication, Some jerk on the Internet, Speaketh, Spoodlar, Stan sipple,
Stepheng3, Stormin1066, Svick, T@nn, TJRC, Tesscass, The Man in Question, Theopolisme, Thisisborin9, Tholme, Timos m, Tom harrison, Tony Sidaway, Tucci528, Tuka tuka purple, Twang,
UtherSRG, VederJuda, Vrenator, Wafulz, Warreed, Wertuose, Wetman, WikiUser42, Wikipelli, Woohookitty, Wyrdlight, Yurik, ZhenDynastyz, 百 家 姓 之 四, 396 anonymous edits

Satyr  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=506240032  Contributors: 129.128.164.xxx, 192.146.136.xxx, 1one9nine2000, Abyca, Ahoerstemeier, Alexius08, Andres, Andrew 
Dalby, Andrew Levine, Angr, Ap, Archanamiya, Arniep, Aspects, Atlan, Auntof6, AvatarZero, Ayeroxor, BD2412, Bacchiad, Beginning, Bejinhan, Bibi Saint-Pol, Blackoutdaddy, Bobo192, 
Brainmuncher, BrokenSegue, BroyGoy, Bryan Derksen, Buchanan-Hermit, Burntsauce, Caioenzo, Calgary, Calientemami82, Calmer Waters, Cam, Camw, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, 
Canderson7, Catalographer, Ccacsmss, Celticfan383, Ceoil, CharlotteWebb, Clawed, Closedmouth, Colangelo1009, CommonsDelinker, Connormah, Conversion script, Cratylus22, Cuchullain, 
CyberCerberus, Cynwolfe, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, DJ Clayworth, DTOx, DanMS, Darren23, Dave20072007, Davewho2, Davidiad, Dbachmann, Dbenbenn, Dbfirs, Deb, Dkastner, 
Doc9871, Don4of4, Download, Dream of Nyx, DreamGuy, Ecjmartin, Edward321, Efyoo, Eglantine Alba, Ekwos, Ember of Light, Ender Wiiggin, Engineer Bob, Equazcion, Erolos, Etrigan, 
Evanreyes, Everyking, Evmore, Extransit, Fac Id, Fedekuki, Finn-Zoltan, Fiziker, Foufoutos, Freakazoid93, FreplySpang, Fugli, FunkMonk, Gadfium, Gaius Cornelius, Garfunkle20, Garion96, 
Gary2863, Ghavi1, Giant Blue Anteater, Gimmetrow, Glane23, Glederma, Glenn, Goustien, GreatWhiteNortherner, Gremlin Gremlin, Gurch, Hadal, Hairy Dude, Hapsiainen, Hazhk, 
Heliogabulus, Horsie, Hotcrocodile, Icthusgirl, Inferno, Lord of Penguins, Ioeth, Ioscius, Issacthethinker, ItsWolfeh, J.delanoy, JHunterJ, Jacek Kendysz, Jadisofslytherin, Jakecard81, Jakegothic, 
Java7837, Javawizard, Javert, Jebba, Jesster79, Jj137, Jk, JoanneB, John Doors, JohnOwens, Joris, Jtkiefer, Julesd, Kateshortforbob, Katieh5584, Kerotan, Kevyn, Kialari, Kineticman, King Mir, 
Kostisl, Kuru, Kushal one, Kwamikagami, LaSylphide, LeaveSleaves, Longbow4u, Lotje, MADaboutforests, MGSpiller, Mac Davis, Magicflyinlemur, Magnus Manske, Mark Foskey, Martious, 
Mary Read, MaxSem, Maxraydan, Mcferran, Mcmillin24, Mdhennessey, Mel Etitis, Melodychick, Mermaid from the Baltic Sea, Michael brazell, MickMacNee, MightyWarrior, Mintrick, 
Mla2131, Monedula, Mormegil, Mr.Z-man, NRTurner, Neddyseagoon, NeilEvans, Nev1, Nick Number, NickF, Onebravemonkey, Orioane, Oskar71, Otherrandomhero, OttoMäkelä, Ouro, PDH,



Article Sources and Contributors 423

Pakaran, Paologiac, Papal79, Pearle, Pekinensis, Per Honor et Gloria, Petiatil, Pfhreak, Pigman, Pinethicket, Politepunk, Puckly, RA0808, RSM, Raul654, Raven in Orbit, Ravenous, Razzola,
Reese1220, Renato Caniatti, Robert Cribb, Rorndoff, Rtkat3, Sam Korn, Sammy Hagar the Horrible, Schlumpff, Schmendrick, Searchme, Sgeureka, Shadowjams, Simon Peter Hughes, Skapur,
Smalljim, Smartguy777, Sotakeit, Spearhead, Srinivas2, Srleffler, St.daniel, Stevertigo, StewieK, Stiv, Stoopid Monkey, Struthious Bandersnatch, SummerWithMorons, TDPM, The 80s chick,
The Haunted Angel, Thecheesykid, Theda, Thesloth, Tholme, Thrawst, Tikiwont, Tkynerd, Toddelia, Tommy2010, Tomyumgoong, Tonyfuchs1019, Tooza, Trusilver, Tucci528, TurboJUK,
UtherSRG, VasilievVV, Vertium, Vildricianus, W.D., Walkerma, Wclark, Wetman, Whitetiger95, Whosyourjudas, WikiDegausser, Wikieditor06, WikipedianMarlith, Wikipelli, Wnt,
Woohookitty, Writtenright, Wvbailey, Yossarian, Yugure, Zachalope, Zyqqh, Zyxwvutsrqp, Шизомби, 400 anonymous edits

Siren  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=511018231  Contributors: 16keske, 1whoami?, 2601:7:62C0:26:7D54:5884:969D:9683, 2D, 5 albert square, ABF, Addshore, Adewash,
AdjustShift, Ahoerstemeier, Aitias, Ajraddatz, Ajt496, Alansohn, Albymoore, Aldux, Altenmann, Alureiter, Anclation, Andres, Andrewrp, Andy5421, Andycjp, Angie Y., Annielogue,
AntonioMartin, Apokryltaros, Arctic Fox, Artichoke-Boy, Aruton, Asjkfdsl, Assassin Droid, Baka-tensai, Beano, Big Adamsky, Bkonrad, Blanchardb, Bogdan Stancu, Boleyn3, BoomerAB,
Borgx, BrianGV, Brim, Brisvegas, Brrice33, Brutalrepublic, Bryan Derksen, Burgercat, Butko, C777, CTF83!, Callmarcus, Calvin 1998, Caprii22, CaptainJae, Caremine310, Casliber,
Catalographer, Ccacsmss, Cdanek, Celticdragon026, Ceoil, Cherryblack, Chip123456, Chowbok, ChrisGualtieri, CinchBug, CityOfSilver, Classified03, Clemwang, CommonsDelinker,
Contaldo80, Contributor777, Crvst, Cryptic, Cuchullain, CzarNick, DVD R W, Dadsnagem, Dale101usa, DanielCD, Daniele Bianchino Roma Italy, Davidiad, Dawnseeker2000, Deor,
Derek.cashman, Deville, Diablojack, Diddy-sama6, Dlabtot, Dlohcierekim, Dracnor, Drdhaval2785, Dream of Nyx, DreamGuy, Droll, Dustinthejet67, Dybryd, EALacey, EagerToddler39,
Eeekster, Eenu, Emmemere, Ender Wiiggin, Epbr123, Epolk, Erolos, Euterpe the Muse, Excirial, EyeSerene, Eyrian, Facelesscadaver, Fastrunner36, FayssalF, Feezo, Fiziker, Forteanajones,
Freedom to share, Gabbyann77, Gamma, Genelazerman, Gigster425, Gilgamesh, Gitssac, Glenn, Gogo Dodo, Gonzalo84, Goustien, Gurch, GwydionM, Hadley1217, HaeB, Haham hanuka,
HavenSiren, Herbert42, Hmmwhatsthisdo, Hurn229, I Attempt From Loves Sickness, ICE77, Ibbn, InfernoXV, Iohannes Animosus, Iosef, Iridescent, Irish Pearl, Irishguy, Isnow, Ixfd64,
J.delanoy, J36miles, J991, JHunterJ, JSpung, JW1805, Jake5525, JamesBWatson, JamesMLane, Jasper Deng, Jaxhere, Jeronimo, Jerzy, Jic, Jj137, Jmundo, John Carter, JonHarder, Jumpman
Jordan, KJS77, Kahayes14, Khazar, King Isaac 3, Kinkyturnip, Koavf, Korg, KrakenHammer, Kukini, Kungfuadam, Kurtis Levenham, L Kensington, LAX, La Pianista, LaNaranja, Lazylaces,
LeaveSleaves, Lectiodifficilior, Lilly7t, Link 41, Losseh, Lotje, Luminum, Lzietz, MASQUERAID, Macedonian, Mahlum, Malo, Marek69, Mark91, Martinevans123, Master Jay,
Materialscientist, Melodychick, Mendaliv, Merman, Michael Hardy, Mig617, MisfitToys, Miwasatoshi, Monkelese, MrsBigTuna, Mubshaver, N2e, Nagy, Nasz, NawlinWiki, Nbarth,
Neddyseagoon, NeilEvans, Neutrality, Nev1, NickPenguin, Nipsonanomhmata, Noctibus, Nsaa, Nyh, Oceanblueeyes87, Oedalis, Ondenc, Oracleofottawa, Oska, OtakuMan, Outriggr, P. S.
Burton, PaddyLeahy, Parent5446, Patmeek, Patrick, Philip Trueman, PhilipO, Philthecow, Phsource, PierreAbbat, Piet Delport, Pinethicket, Pmanderson, Poindexter Propellerhead,
Polar.Music.Studios, Polluks, Poohlm21, Poshzombie, Proxima Centauri, Pseudonym 101, Puddhe, Pueblolanghead, Puffin, RJC, RandyS0725, Raven4x4x, Reach Out to the Truth, Reaper
Eternal, Renato Caniatti, Res2216firestar, Rev. John, ULC, Ricree101, Rjd0060, Rjgibb, Rjwilmsi, Rnb, Robertson-Glasgow, Robodoc.at, Romanm, RossenV, Rror, Rswarbrick, S h i v a (Visnu),
SQGibbon, SYSS Mouse, Sacada4, Sadads, Salleman, Sannse, Satanael, Scottandrewhutchins, Seireenko, Semperf, Serendipodous, Shimeru, Shmilyshy, Sietse Snel, Simon Peter Hughes,
Slayerteez, Smeazel, Snowolf, Solarix, Someguy1221, Spainish Dan, Spartan Joe, Spencer, StaticGull, Stavenn, Steelviper, Stemonitis, StitchPedia, Suffusion of Yellow, Superclemente,
Syd1435, Sylverstone, SylwiaS, Synchronism, Tabletop, Tassedethe, Tblackburn2009, Tdragonxp, Tesla93, The Man in Question, The Singing Badger, The Thing That Should Not Be, The wub,
The4task, TheKMan, Theranos, Tide rolls, Til Eulenspiegel, Tommy2010, Transparagon, Triki-wiki, Trusilver, Tucci528, Tullimonstrum, Tyrol5, Uncle G, Unreal128, Urhixidur, UtherSRG,
Vathek, Vinniemon, Vinniemorano, Vobor, Wack'd, Waldir, Wayland, Wetman, WhisperToMe, Wiccan1212, WikHead, WikiRN, Wimt, Wjejskenewr, Wlmg, WoodElf, Woudloper, XLerate,
Xinstalker, Xymmax, Yahia.barie, Yamamoto Ichiro, Ybbor, YebisYa, Youssefsan, YuusukeLoveless, Zaqarbal, Zephire, ZhiRandom, Zocky, ZombieBunnyProductions, 740 anonymous edits

Python  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510656883  Contributors: 777sms, 83d40m, Akhilleus, Alansohn, Allens, Amberrock, Andre Engels, Anonomous006, Apokryltaros,
Bacchiad, Benc, Big Bird, Bobdakilla, Catalographer, Ccson, Charles Matthews, Darklilac, Deucalionite, Discospinster, Dougweller, DragonLord, Dysepsion, Flopy, Gdr, GeeJo, Glenn, Gogo
Dodo, Habj, Hiccup42, Iwfi, J04n, JamesAM, Jusdafax, KHM03, KrakatoaKatie, LilHelpa, Lotje, MaEr, Macukali, Merovingian, Myrddin.emrys, NielsenGW, Nneonneo, No Guru,
Omnipaedista, Opaldragon1, Oregongirl0407, OverlordQ, Paul August, Pauli133, Pernoctus, Picarda805, Picatrix, R'n'B, Rachel cooper, Ready, Remurmur, Rtkat3, Ryan shell, ScrollMaker,
SeoMac, Silthor, Snowolf, Syrthiss, T@nn, Tanterix, Template namespace initialisation script, The very model of a minor general, TheGerm, Thingg, Tiptoety, Trapezoidal, Tryphiodorus,
Tucci528, Veledan, Viriditas, Vorak89, Wetman, Why Not A Duck, Wikiklrsc, 108 anonymous edits

Ladon  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510034042  Contributors: Amberrock, Aranae, Artemisboy, Atlan, Che!, ChrisGualtieri, Chronicler, CiaPan, Confuzion, DESiegel,
Deucalionite, Dougweller, EagerToddler39, Hmains, Iwfi, Lapisphil, Nick Number, Ocaasi, Omnipaedista, Omnipedian, Paul August, Peterklevy, Rursus, Sanfranman59, Vinniemon, WVhybrid,
Xblanque, 55 anonymous edits

Typhon  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509507959  Contributors: 3Rose3, 7yphon, Abyca, Adam Bishop, Akhilleus, Alansohn, Altenmann, AmeriCan, Andre Engels,
Apokryltaros, Apostrophe, Aruton, Ashemarine, Avjoska, Benc, Benlisquare, Bobo192, BorgQueen, Boy1999, Caknuck, Castanea dentata, Catalographer, Cheeser1000, ChrisO,
CommonsDelinker, Crimson.Wolf.Tokami, Cylauj, DNewhall, DSRH, Davidiad, Dexter2500, Dmmaus, DocWatson42, Dspradau, E. Ripley, Electriccatfish2, Elranzer, Enkyklios, EvanDiBiase,
Falcon8765, Fi11222, Geeoharee, Gert21445, Gianfranco, Glacialfox, Gone to persia, Goodday2u, Gscshoyru, Gsklee, Gurch, GwydionM, Hajor, HappyInGeneral, Haukurth, Hede2000,
Hongooi, Huzyman, Hype5ocity, ICE77, Ignirtoq, ImperatorExercitus, InverseHypercube, Isarra, Island, Iustinus, J.delanoy, Jacce, Jaller123, Jcruz85, Jeffq, Jonathan Drain, Jredmond,
Julianmarch, Jusjih, Ken Gallager, Kwamikagami, Logan, Longsnout, Looxix, Lunaroki, Lynx Raven Raide, MWShort, Magioladitis, Mani1, Maxis ftw, Maxxicum, MegX, Mercury McKinnon,
Mike s, MysteryGuitarGirl, Next-Genn-Gamer, Noclevername, OfTheGreen, OlEnglish, Omeganian, Ondenc, P Aculeius, PEiP, Pankkake, Pauli133, Pax85, Paxsimius, Petiatil, Pfhreak, Philip
Trueman, Phoenix-forgotten, Phoenix521, PurpleKrazy9909, RPlunk2853, RekishiEJ, RexNL, Rhrad, Rifleman jay, Rizzardi, Ronhjones, Ronz, Rossami, Rrburke, Rtkat3, Rursus, Ryan shell,
Ryulong, Sanchuniathon, Scentoni, SchfiftyThree, Sclerolith, Sesna2, Shenme, Shinjiman, Shizhao, Sidhekin, Silence, SimonP, Sjbrandson, SoCalSuperEagle, Some jerk on the Internet,
SteinbDJ, SuperHamster, T@nn, TDPM, TanatOS, The Man in Question, The Oh-So Humble One, The Thing That Should Not Be, The Wiki Octopus, Thehelpfulone, Theranos, Therealscruffy1,
Thingg, Tide rolls, Timeu, ToadtheWikiEditor, Tufflaw, Twang, Vanished User 1004, Veledan, Violetriga, W00tlolzomfgbbqtime, Wesley Vole, Wetman, Whateley23, Why Not A Duck,
Wikiuser100, Woohookitty, Wormwoodspider, Xanzzibar, Xezbeth, Yellowmouser, Zadcat, 418 anonymous edits

Medusa  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510924445  Contributors: (jarbarf), .:Ajvol:., 13711jw, 28421u2232nfenfcenc, 2D, 8thstar, ASculptor, Abrech, Abyca, Academic 
Challenger, Access Denied, Accurizer, Acefox, Acroterion, Adamlynch11, Addshore, Aditya, Ahoerstemeier, Aitias, Alansohn, Alastair Nisbet, Alex.muller, Alexander Sasha, Alexius08, 
AlexiusHoratius, Alf-star, Alfa, Allclassics, Alphapeta, Altmer Annatar, AmadeusDLF, Anaxial, Andargor, AndersDK, Andre Engels, AndreNatas, Andy M. Wang, AndySimpson, Angie Y., 
Angr, AnnaKucsma, Annardugan, AnonGuy, Antandrus, Apokryltaros, Apostrophe, Arcandam, Arctic.gnome, Art LaPella, Artemisboy, Ashlux, Avanze, Avoided, BALawrence, 
BLAKE12ROUSSELL, BOZ, BRG, Baa, Badagnani, Bakilas, Bassbonerocks, Bay Flam, Bdelisle, Beemer69, Belovedfreak, Bencherlite, Bender235, Benjimaden10, BigZ3553, Bigtits246, 
Billz8, Blanchardb, BlastOButter42, BlueAmethyst, Bluecyborg, Blurpeace, Bobo192, Bobster3456, Bogsat, Bokomaru, Bonadea, Bongwarrior, BoomerAB, Boy1999, Brackfalker, Breed Zona, 
Brierkid, Bryan Derksen, Bsadowski1, Buddyyouandme, C.lettinga, CJ2455, Calabraxthis, Calmer Waters, Calor, Caltas, Caltrop, Calvin 1998, CambridgeBayWeather, Camw, Can't sleep, clown 
will eat me, CanadianLinuxUser, Canuckle, Caper the Fox, Capricorn42, CardinalDan, Carlosguitar, Cavarrone, Cculber007, Centauri, Ceoil, Charlenemullins, Chemicalinterest, Chicken29, 
Cholling, Christian75, Cinemajay, Citrusgirrl, Clarince63, Cocoaguy, Coffee, Cometstyles, ContinueWithCaution, Coolcatj99, Coolcatj999, Cooliothy, Courcelles, CowboySpartan, Crisis, Crvst, 
Cryptic, Cthulumonsterofdeath, Cubs197, Cuchullain, Cullen328, Cupivistine Noscere?, Cureden, Cutesch, CyberSkull, Cymbalta, Cynwolfe, D, D'oh!, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DJ Clayworth, 
DKqwerty, Damneinstien, DanMat6288, DanielDegagne, Danny111bob, Darth Panda, David Biddulph, David0811, Davidiad, Davidprior, Dawn Bard, Dayoldbread, Dcoetzee, De728631, 
Decltype, DerHexer, Dgarduno, Diannaa, Dina, Discospinster, Djkinsella, Dmkrantz, Dodo, Dolphin1girl16, Doniago, Doug Coldwell, Download, Dr Benway, Dr.K., Dragon Slayer c.aily, 
Dream.x, DreamGuy, Dstrctobaby, Dycedarg, Dylan Deer00, Dysepsion, EALacey, EJF, EWikist, Ebyabe, Edward321, Eeekster, Eik Corell, Ektherion, Eleclare3, Eliza walker, Elockid, Em84, 
Emufarmers, Emyr93, Epbr123, Eriepink, EronMain, Ers1516, Esplaya, Evan Gonzales turns, Evanreyes, EvelinaB, Evil Monkey, EwgB, Excirial, Fabricationary, Fahrenheit92, Father Chaos, 
Fatty1111, Favonian, Fdf3, Fearstreetsaga, FiP, Fieldday-sunday, Figure002, Foblover423, ForgottenHistory, FrancoGG, Franzenj, Freederick, Freezing in Wisconsin, FrenchDachshund, 
Fritzpoll, Froggy169, FullMetal Falcon, Fyyer, GQ002, Gadfium, Gail, Gaius Cornelius, Gakmo, Galatorn, Gamer11784, Gardaud, Gareth Griffith-Jones, Gboyegaah, Gcm, Geekboy6, 
Georgiaturner, Ghirlandajo, Gholson, Gilliam, Gimmetrow, Gladrius, Glane23, Glass Sword, Gnarls Crazy, Gnowor, Gobbleswoggler, Gobonobo, Gogafax, Gogo Dodo, Goldfritha, Goodguyz, 
Gracefool, Griffinofwales, Grika, Gryffindor, Gtg204y, Gtrmp, Guardian of Olympis, Guermantes, Gump Stump, Gurch, Gutsul, Gwernol, HJ Mitchell, HOTROD101, Hajor, Hamamelis, Hdt83, 
Hede2000, Hershekiss2000, Hinenni hereiam, Hladio, Hockey1719, Hornlitz, HorsePunchKid, Hut 8.5, Hydrogen Iodide, ICE77, II MusLiM HyBRiD II, IRP, Ifinisher8, Igoldste, Igordebraga, 
Ihcoyc, Ilikewikione, IloveyouKIM, Iluvvamps16, Ilyushka88, Immunize, ImperatorExercitus, IndulgentReader, Infrogmation, Inks.LWC, Insanephantom, Intelati, InvaderJim42, Ioeth, 
Iridescent, IrrTJMc, IrrtNie, J-WS6, J.delanoy, J36miles, JForget, JW1805, JaGa, Jackfork, Jakegothic, JamesBWatson, Jasoncosmo, Jauerback, Java7837, JayFried, Jebba, Jeff G., Jessi1989, 
Jesusbeleiver, Jhlynes, JimVC3, Jimmy-james, Joao Xavier, Jonathan.s.kt, Jorgeisawesome, JuicyJuicyMan, Jusdafax, JustAGal, Jwkpiano1, KCinDC, KConWiki, KJS77, Kaiburr, Kaine852, 
Kanonkas, Karl-Henner, Kashagama, Katalaveno, Katieh5584, Kayau, Keilana, Kenshi517, Keramida, KerathFreeman, Kilcoyne, Killiondude, Killy mcgee, Kingpin13, Kittyluvspink, 
Kizzerdalz, KnowledgeOfSelf, La Pianista, Latka, Leafyplant, Lear's Fool (Sock), LeaveSleaves, LedgendGamer, Lenticel, Lerdthenerd, Lessor lutte 2009, Lifebaka, Littlewhitie65, Logan 2006, 
Lolo123895, Longbow4u, Longsnout, Looper5920, Lotje, Loyalprecision, Lradrama, Luiem, MER-C, MPerel, Macedonian, Macula, Majig123, Majora4, Majorly, Mani1, Marblespire, 
Marcmello, Marek69, Markwiki, Martarius, Martin H., Masamage, Materialscientist, Mathsci, Matthews31, Mdebets, Me2324022399, Mean as custard, Medusa bast, Medusalover, Meegs, 
Meekywiki, Meepy123, Melicans, Mellum, Mentifisto, Mephistophelian, Metrobusladee, Michael Angelkovich, Michaelas10, Michaelzeng7, Miloforever, Mirioki, Mister Mr., Mitsukai, 
Mitsumasa, Mlouns, Modsareme, Monobi, Moonriddengirl, Mordicai, Morgis, Mottenen, Mr. Wheely Guy, Mstgfstbck, MstrControl, Mtd2006, My76Strat, N5iln, NHRHS2010, NPrice, NatFern, 
NawlinWiki, Nayru1234567890, Nbuhome, Neek, Netoholic, NewEnglandYankee, Newstyle786, Nfleming, Nightscream, Ninjamaru33, Nlu, NoisyJinx, Norik1111, Nvxc, Oceanblueeyes, 
Oceanblueeyes87, Oda Mari, Oedalis, Old Moonraker, OneWeirdDude, OpenInfoForAll, Orphan Wiki, OtakuMan, Ottawa4ever, Owen, Oxymoron83, Oyukai, P0lyglut, P1415926535, PAK 
Man, Padme22, Paranomia, Patstuart, Paul August, Pauli133, Paulinho28, Paxsimius, Penguin, Penhollow, Perl, Persian Poet Gal, Peter little boy, Pewwer42, Pharaoh of the Wizards, PhilKnight, 
Philip Trueman, Piano non troppo, Pigman, Pinethicket, Pinkadelica, Pixymeancatt, Pmanderson, Polock321, Possum, Prari, Prashanthns, Pricebank, PrincessofLlyr, Prodego, Pryoidain, 
Pseudomonas, Pvanheus, Pyrospirit, Qqs83, Quang188, Quebec99, QueenCake, Quintote, Qwyrxian, Rabbabodrool, Raul654, Reach Out to the Truth, Reconsider the static, RedHillian, 
Redtigerxyz, Renato Caniatti, Res2216firestar, Rettetast, Rhubarb777, Riley Clarke, Rjwilmsi, Roadahead, Robaato, Robert K S, Robin Hood, Robth, RogerBarnett, Ronhjones, RoseSoul,



Article Sources and Contributors 424

Rrburke, Rror, Rtkat3, Rursus, Ryan quemma, Ryan shell, Ryan032, Ryulong, SFH, SP-KP, Salami991, Sam 323, Savonneux, SchfiftyThree, Schmendrick, Scottandrewhutchins, ScreaminEagle,
Seanbond5, Selkem, Selket, ShakespeareFan00, Shakko, Sharpshot1337, Shyam, SidP, Siddharth Mehrotra, Skarebo, Skater, Skeggi210, Skproject, Slakr, Slawojarek, Slon02, Smalljim,
Smettems, Snigbrook, Some jerk on the Internet, Someguy1221, Souljapenguin11, Spearhead, Spettro9, Stardust8212, Stephenb, Stepheng3, Steved2112, Steven Zhang, Stoa, Stwalkerster,
Sunderland06, Surfer121, Svick, T.j.hayes, T@nn, TAnthony, TBloemink, Tapir Terrific, Taran Wanderer, Tastes like lead, Tbhotch, Tdjewell, Techman224, Tectar, The Duke of Waltham, The
Singing Badger, The Thing That Should Not Be, The wub, TheHeronGuard, TheRanger, TheRhani, Thebigboss9920, Theboogaloo, Thejode1, Theranos, Thingg, Thomasjwilliams,
ThritySecondsToMars, Tiddly Tom, Tide rolls, Tigrahawk, Tnxman307, TonyW, TrackFan, Transity, Traxs7, Tremaster, Trevor MacInnis, Ttony21, Twtje, Umlas, Uncle Milty, Unicornjack123,
Unionhawk, Urhixidur, Utcursch, UtherSRG, VMS Mosaic, Vanished user 39948282, Vanthavong, Vengeanceblade, VernoWhitney, Verplay, Versus22, Vindicata, Violetriga, VirtualDelight,
Vrenator, WHeimbigner, Wayne Riddock, Wayne Slam, Wdaniels13, WebsterSean, Wereon, Wetman, WikHead, Wiki-uk, WildWildBil, William Avery, Willking1979, Wimt, Windchaser,
Wisdom89, Wjejskenewr, Wknight94, Woohookitty, Wuzur, X!, X.yam.x, Xaraphim, Xiahou, Yamamoto Ichiro, YautjaVeteranWolf, Yohan euan o4, Yozman32, Yt95, ZZz, Zidane tribal,
Zyxwvutsrqp, Тиверополник, 1829 anonymous edits

Minotaur  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=510646960  Contributors: .alyn.post., 129.128.16.xxx, 129.128.164.xxx, 137.205.8.xxx, 13alexander, 144.132.75.xxx,
192.146.136.xxx, 194.196.100.xxx, 1exec1, 213.3.148.xxx, 2D, 3rdAlcove, 5telios, 97198, 99DBSIMLR, A More Perfect Onion, A little insignificant, ABF, AbsolutDan, Abyca, Ace of Spades,
Acroterion, Adam Bishop, Adashiel, AddiKtiV, Ahoerstemeier, Airplaneman, Alan D, Alansohn, Aldaron, AlexPlank, Alphachimp, Amazins490, Amcbride, American Eagle, AnakngAraw,
Andre Engels, AngBent, Angie Y., Anna512, AnnaFrance, Anonymous anonymous, Anson Stark, Antandrus, Antiuser, Aonederbar, Arcadina, ArdClose, ArglebargleIV, Aris Katsaris,
Artemisboy, Asterphage, Astral, Attilios, AuburnPilot, Auréola, AwamerT, AxelBoldt, BOZ, Bacchiad, Barbatus, Betsy Turco, Bibi Saint-Pol, Bigmac9, Bihco, Billza26, Bissinger, Blakrny,
Blanchardb, Blue196.girl, Bob Chow, Bobo192, Bongwarrior, Bovineone, Brainninja, Brinerustle, Bryan Derksen, Busterbaddy1, Böri, CBDunkerson, CWenger, Caltas, CambridgeBayWeather,
Camw, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, CanadianLinuxUser, Canderson7, CanisRufus, CapitalR, CaptainJae, Caremine310, Carlosguitar, Carmichael, Casper2k3, Catalographer, Catapult,
CattleGirl, Chamal N, Chaosdarkness, Charlie MacKenzie, Che!, Che.angkham@gmail.com, ChillDeity, ChrisGualtieri, CitrusC, Clarince63, Cmichael, Cntras, Cometstyles, Conversion script,
Courcelles, Cpl Syx, Craphole123, Cremepuff222, Cst17, Curps, Cyanolinguophile, Cyktsui, Cynwolfe, Cyphoidbomb, D Namtar, D dude212, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, DJ Clayworth, Daemonette,
Dalejr8cjs, Damicatz, Daniel Olsen, Darkwind, DasRhino, Davemcarlson, Davidiad, Dayewalker, Dcp dan, Delirium, Demon123123, Deor, DerHexer, Derek Ross, Dfrg.msc, Diego Grez,
Discospinster, Dlohcierekim, Dlynch2010 65, Domecraft1, Dougofborg, Dr.K., DragonflySixtyseven, Drappel, DreamGuy, E2eamon, Eagleon, Edgerunner76, Elassint, Elcobbola, Ellsworth,
Elphion, Ember of Light, Emily500, Ender Wiiggin, Enter_the_dragon, Enviroboy, ErikTheRed13, Erolos, Erutuon, Excirial, Fahadsadah, Favonian, Fbv65edel, Figaro, Finnyd1234,
Fitandhappy, Fiziker, Fndsajhgiuahbvif, Foogy59, Footyboy112, Fornost, Fractyl, FrancoGG, Freakazoid93, Freakmighty, FreplySpang, Frubelord, FunkMonk, GB fan, Gaidheal1, Gaius
Cornelius, Galoubet, Gary Joseph, Ged UK, Gemmologist, Gensanders, Gilgamesh, Gjd001, Gnrgnmrjmngo;ijkhowejgproyh, Gogo Dodo, GorillaWarfare, Goustien, Gracefool, Greswik,
Gscshoyru, Gtrmp, Guanaco, Gunground, Gustav von Humpelschmumpel, Gwernol, HN45, Hadal, Hadrill1Ludgate, Halmstad, Happysailor, Healthinspector, Hektor, Her own monster, Hohum,
Holylampposts, Horadrius, Hut 8.5, Hydrogen Iodide, ICE77, Igglepoo, Igiffin, Ihcoyc, Imperial Star Destroyer, Iridescent, Irishguy, IronDogMan, Itai, J.J.Sagnella, J.delanoy, JDoorjam, JForget,
JOK3R, Ja 62, JaGa, Jamesontai, Jamiecampbell, Jarble, Jarvoll, Jauhienij, JayFried, Jazzwick, JeffWaxman, Jeffrey Mall, Jennavecia, Jeronimo, Jeshii, JesseW, Jim1138, Jimbobly, Jimbryho,
Jimp, Jketola, Jmrowland, Jmundo, Jons63, Jorgenev, Josephs1, Jossi, Jpark3909, Junjk, Jusdafax, Jv5551, Jyril, Karenjc, Karl 334, Karlsolsom, Katieh5584, Kerotan, Kevinmon, Khoikhoi,
KingTT, Kingpin13, Kintetsubuffalo, KnowledgeOfSelf, Koomazaz, Kordas, KoshVorlon, Kotengu, Koyaanis Qatsi, Kransky, Krator, KrytenKoro, Kuru, Lahiru k, Lankiveil, Latka,
Lazulilasher, Lee M, Leevclarke, Lenticel, Linnell, Little Mountain 5, Lkmorlan, Lognutts66, Lotje, Ludicolo, Luna Santin, MER-C, MJ94, MPF, Mac Arnott, Magiclite, Magnus Manske,
Magnus.de, Majora4, Mandemic, Mandsford, Manfi, Marek69, MartinezMD, Mattgirling, Matthew Yeager, Matusz, Maulin'Bill, Mboverload, Mcawesome332, Mdhennessey, Medusalover,
Meet64, Member, Mentifisto, MetsFan76, Miamiamyrose, Michael Bednarek, Michael Hardy, Mike Rosoft, Mikep09, Miker21, Milescampbell, Mini-Geek, Minimac, Minotaur lover227,
Mintrick, Mirv, Mitsumasa, Mkalo20, Mmortal03, Mononomic, Mottenen, Mtiedemann, Muriel Gottrop, Murray Langton, NHJG, NJA, Nascar1996, NawlinWiki, Ndenison, NellieBly, Nemesis
of Reason, Neonmario, Nfrno Burns, Nick, Nick Number, Nightscream, Nimbusania, Nishkid64, Nismo, Nkayesmith, Nmnogueira, Not telling, Not050, Notpietru, Oacoombes, Ocolon, Ojigiri,
OneWeirdDude, OranL, Orbfan, Orphan Wiki, OtakuMan, Ouedbirdwatcher, P0lyglut, PEJL, PRehse, Pascal.Tesson, Patriarch, Persian Poet Gal, Peruvianllama, PetrosGreek, Phantomsteve,
Pharaoh of the Wizards, Philip Trueman, Phlyaristis, Piano non troppo, Pichpich, Pinethicket, Pinky sl, Planettelex23, Pseudomonas, Qaddosh, Qoqnous, QueenCake, Quintote, Qwfp, Qxz,
R.hacker1997, RA0808, Radiant chains, Raerorae, RafaAzevedo, RandomAct, RandomStringOfCharacters, Raudys, Raukan, Razorflame, Reach Out to the Truth, Reconsider the static, Reinyday,
Renato Caniatti, RexNL, Richardjdlf, Rigelshacker, Rjo, Robert Skyhawk, Robert Thyder, RobertG, Robth, Rolster38, Rtkat3, Rupert 59, Saebjorn, Saga City, SaliereTheFish, Sandgem Addict,
Satanael, Savana-ona-rolla, Savant13, Schoop, SchuminWeb, ScissorsEzra, Sergspergs, Sexylittlepssycat2222, ShadowMan1od, Shadowjams, Shawn in Montreal, Shimnaa, Shinmawa, Shoaler,
SiGarb, Simon Burchell, Sirjamltd, Sittiponder, Sjakkalle, SkyWalker, Slowking Man, Smsarmad, Soliloquial, Some jerk on the Internet, Sooner Dave, SparrowsWing, Sparsefarce,
SpookyMulder, Srborlongan, St Fan, SteinbDJ, Stephenb, Stephenchou0722, Stephensuleeman, SteveCFish, Supah dyke, Tanaats, Tanthalas39, Taschenrechner, Teles, Tgeairn, ThC, The Nut,
The Rambling Man, The Thing That Should Not Be, The Wookieepedian, The undertow, The- Gremster, TheChrisD, Thebatking, Thegreek147, Theranos, Therealscruffy1, Thesparkthatbled,
Thingg, Thorstejnn, Threskiorn, Tide rolls, TigerHawkB, TigerShark, Tigerbreath13, TobiFan12345, Tommy2010, Truk77, Trumpkinius, Tucci528, Udug1996, Ukexpat, Unit 065, Urco, Useight,
Utcursch, Uvaduck, Valenciano, Vanished user 39948282, Vanthavong, Varlak, VasilievVV, Versus22, Vrenator, Vultur, WarthogDemon, WatermelonPotion, Wayne Slam, Wereldburger758,
Wetman, Who then was a gentleman?, Wikidemon, Wikieditor06, Wikigi, Wikipelli, Will9062, WillRogers, WilliamBarrett, Wimt, Wingfan191, Wintonian, Witan, Wj32, Wknight94,
Woodgreener, Xanthophiliac, Xezbeth, Xiahou, Xionbox, Yartow, Yath, Yeagger, Yonatan, Yossarian, Yucktopuss, Yunshui, Z0305875, Zeus faller, Zvika, Zykke, 1296 anonymous edits

Calydonian Boar  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=494320892  Contributors: 2help, Adam Bishop, Adam Cuerden, Al Pereira, Amit6, Annielogue, BD2412, Biblbroks,
Bobo192, Bsadowski1, Camw, Care, Catalographer, Che!, ChrisO, Dark hyena, Davidiad, Dominic Hardstaff, Drdhaval2785, FKmailliW, Flowerparty, Fordmadoxfraud, Gaius Cornelius,
Goustien, Gracefool, Happy-melon, Holothurion, IW.HG, Igiffin, J.delanoy, Jastrow, Jnestorius, Jwy, Kbdank71, Llywrch, Manderiko, MarnetteD, MatthewVanitas, MrKIA11, Nipisiquit, Paul
August, Phlyaristis, Pigman, PoliticalJunkie, Robodoc.at, Rtkat3, Scraggy4, Syrthiss, T@nn, Tacvek, Tucci528, Vald, VengeancePrime, VoiceOfThePnyx, Wareh, Wetman, Winslow Shea,
Zadcat, 58 anonymous edits

Chimera  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=509231935  Contributors: 2A01:E35:2E52:AE30:F587:C22F:9C45:23B7, 334a, 7&6=thirteen, 83d40m, AMP'd, Ahoerstemeier,
Ajplmr, Alansohn, AlexLikesBalls, Andre Engels, Ant, Antandrus, Anthony Appleyard, Appraiser, Aranel, Artemisboy, Arthena, Asphatasawhale, Augurar, AustralianMelodrama, BCtl, Baldhur,
Bentogoa, BigHairRef, Bryan Derksen, CALR, Catalographer, CatherineMunro, Ceoil, Chris the speller, Cremepuff222, DNewhall, Damirgraffiti, Deflective, Dfrg.msc, Discospinster, Djordjes,
Dominic, Donarreiskoffer, Drake Clawfang, Dream of Nyx, DreamGuy, Duk, Dvandersluis, Ebonize christian, Eeekster, Ekwos, Eladner, Euterpe the Muse, Evercat, Excirial, Favonian, Foxhunt
king, FullMetal Falcon, Fxer, Fæ, Gareth Griffith-Jones, Geethree, Ghewgill, Gilliam, Glenn, Goldfritha, Great Deku Tree, Guanaco, Hansen Sebastian, Hasamij, Headbomb, HexaChord,
Highwarlord, Igglepoo, Interrobang², InverseHypercube, Ioscius, IstvanWolf, J.delanoy, JForget, Jack Worthington, Jackel, Jgp, John Darrow, Johnuniq, Jose Ramos, Jusdafax, JustSomeKid,
Jwinters, Kaisershatner, Kakofonous, Kameyama, Katalaveno, Kehrbykid, Kevinpurcell, Kimon, KnightRider, Knoght1 04, Kwamikagami, Kymara, Lamro, Lauradenwood, LedgendGamer,
Lobsterthermidor, Locos epraix, Lotje, Lunkhead4, Magnus.de, Mani1, Marcus Brute, Matthew R Dunn, MattieTK, Maximo de Montemar, Megistias, Melchoir, Melodychick, Menchi,
Merotoker1, Michael Snow, Mickihirsch, Mielherne, Mintrick, Misslynx, Mitsukai, Moeron, Mordien, MrArifnajafov, Mrpasties, Muh43, Muriel Gottrop, NP Chilla, Natural Cut, NawlinWiki,
Neddyseagoon, Neelix, Neko-chan, NerdyScienceDude, Nightscream, Nneonneo, Northamerica1000, Nunquam Dormio, Ost316, Paine Ellsworth, PandaROO621, Paul August, Pazuzu413,
PeaceNT, Peter Delmonte, PhilKnight, Philargyry, Phoenix-forgotten, Phoenix521, Pinethicket, Pmanderson, Power level (Dragon Ball), PrometheusDesmotes, QuartierLatin1968, R'n'B,
RJASE1, RRKennison, RandomCritic, Rcingham, Recognizance, Redmosquito720, Richhoncho, Robertwb, Rodrigomorante, Ronhjones, Rtkat3, Salleman, Samsara, Sandstein, Sangre viento,
Sasuke44599544, Satanael, Scottandrewhutchins, Sertorius42, Shanghainese.ua, Shikai shaw, Shinigamislayer64, SingCal, SlothropShuffle, Smitty, Sonett72, SpeedyGonsales, Squids and Chips,
Tag leader, Tataryn77, ThC, The Man in Question, The Rogue Penguin, Therudle, Thomasettaei, Thomasskull666, Tide rolls, Time for action, Titoxd, TobyJ, Trumpet195, Tsuchiya Hikaru,
Tzores, Uhai, Unacorda, Unknown Dragon, Verald, Versus22, Vmenkov, WOSlinker, WVhybrid, Wereon, Wetman, Whaiaun, Who, Wighson, Wikidudeman, Willking1979, Woohookitty, XA
Big Bear, Xezbeth, Xollob, Ythddrt, Zana Dark, Zerokitsune, 450 anonymous edits

Pegasus  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=506315250  Contributors: "alyosha", -JP-, .:Ajvol:., 101sammy101, A More Perfect Onion, A little insignificant, A8UDI, Adabow, 
Aent, Againme, Agemegos, Agustinaldo, Ahoerstemeier, Airplaneman, Aitias, Alansohn, Alex '05, Alex earlier account, Allmightyduck, Alxeedo, Amada44, Andre Engels, AngBent, Angel the 
Techrat, AnnaFrance, Antandrus, Antonio Lopez, Apau98, Arabianhorseygal, Artemisboy, Arthena, Arunsingh16, Arvinfld, Asarelah, Ask123, Astral, AstroPig7, Athene noctua, Attilios, 
Awesomeness, Azraissuperamazing, Baldhur, Bangalorius, Banus, BanyanTree, Basketball110, Bbatsell, Bilsonius, Bjlarry, BlackAndy, Blakegripling ph, Blanchardb, Bloodknight, Bluerasberry, 
BluishPixie, Bmendonc, Bogey97, Bonechamber, Bongwarrior, BoomerAB, Boycebaby, Brian the Editor, BrianGPegasus, Bronger, Brooklynncailin, Bryan Derksen, Buttholesnoffer9000, 
Byassine, Bücherwürmlein, C.Fred, Cactus.man, Caeruleancentaur, Caiaffa, Caid Raspa, CambridgeBayWeather, Camille0218, CanadianLinuxUser, Capricorn42, CardinalDan, Ccson, 
Chancemichaels, Ched, Cheese1436, ChrisP2K5, Conversion script, Courcelles, Cthulumonsterofdeath, Cureden, Cybryll, DBigXray, Daae diva, Damac, Dan D. Ric, Dan6hell66, Davidiad, 
Dbachmann, Deltadummy, DemonicCotyledon, DerHexer, Dfmock, Dillonrigby, Discospinster, Dnvrfantj, Docboat, Doniago, Dougofborg, Download, DreamGuy, Droll, Dspradau, E. Ripley, 
EJF, Eamon Sullivan Rox, Echungx15, Ekwos, El C, Elm-39, Enter_the_Dragon, Epbr123, Ephyon, Eragon19, Eric-Wester, ErikTheRed13, Euterpe the Muse, Evadb, Excalibursword, Excirial, 
Fastily, Favonian, Fede-lasse, Finkefamily, FirstPrinciples, Flapdragon, Fmorstatter, FocalPoint, Footyboy112, Fruggo, Fuzheado, GDonato, Gaia Octavia Agrippa, Gail, GaretJax777, Gary King, 
Gemini1980, Gene-va, General Meevious, General Wesc, Geoffrey.landis, Ghostexorcist, GigaMan Exile, Gilliam, Glane23, Glenn, Gobonobo, Gogo Dodo, Golbez, Goldfritha, Goustien, 
Grafen, Grafikm fr, Graham87, GreatWhiteNortherner, Gtrmp, Guanaco, Gurchzilla, Gutsul, Gy99, HJ Mitchell, HOgWaRtSxGuRl55, Hadal, Hajatvrc, Hamamelis, Hammersoft, Hamtechperson, 
Haploidavey, Hawkdriver, Hectorian, Hermes369, Heron, HexaChord, Hiding, Hinges, Hluup, Hmains, Hoponpop69, Hotelmason, IceCreamAntisocial, IceUnshattered, Immunize, Iner22, 
Intergalacticz9, Iokseng, Iridescent, IrishPete, IronChris, Ixfd64, J.delanoy, JEA13, JForget, JHunterJ, JLaTondre, JSpung, JackBullen, JacobJHWard, JamesBurns, Jared, Jarl Friis, Jason 
Palpatine, Jbjordan1, Jean6918, Jeff G., JeffSmith, Jengod, Jhf44, Jiffijosh1, Jim Sweeney, Jim1138, Jj137, Jjcarder, Jnocook, John, John D. Croft, John254, JohnCD, JohnWheater, Johnfredx, 
Josiah Rowe, Jotuns, Jovas14rocks, Jovianeye, Jusdafax, Kallakawoo, Karl-Henner, Kbdkchvhcvicjdh, Kingpin13, Kingsbench, Kmonin, Kubigula, Kuratowski's Ghost, KwlChris, Laipi14159, 
Larkhill97, Latka, Lauren95518, Lectonar, LedgendGamer, Leuko, Lexor, Looxix, Lova Falk, Luigilos, Luk, Luna Santin, Lupo, MC10, MKar, Macula, MagicMarb100, Magnus.de, Malke 2010, 
Marcd30319, Marshall Williams2, Martarius, MartinHarper, Materialscientist, Matt Deres, Mav, Maxis ftw, Mboverload, Mcm116, MeetMeInTheCloset, Megan1967, Mellum, Melodychick, 
Merovingian, Mfbz78, Miamiamyrose, Microwave ov, Midara mind, Mike Rosoft, Minimac, Mitsukai, Mixaelus, Mlm42, Mneu1601, Montanabw, Montrealais, Monty845, Mostafazizi,



Article Sources and Contributors 425

Mottenen, Mrmastodon32690, Msjaz21100, Myrvin, N. Harmonik, N5iln, NawlinWiki, Nightryder84, Norm mit, Nsaa, Nufcell, Ohnoitsjamie, Onopearls, OrangeDog, OrangePupsicle, OreL.D,
Otolemur crassicaudatus, Oxymoron83, PEGASUSFANS, Pablo X, Para, Party, Patrick, Paul August, Paul1776, Pb30, Pecunia, Peeeeedia, Pegaturcorn, Peter little boy, Pfahlstrom, PhGustaf,
Philip Trueman, Phoenixrod, Piano non troppo, Pigman, Pinethicket, Poopipoop, Portillo, Profjean17, QQ wee, Queen Rhana, QuiteUnusual, RadManCF, Radomil, Raerorae, RaphaelCrus,
Raymond, Rdh288, Reach Out to the Truth, Regancy42, Renato Caniatti, Rhanyeia, Rjwilmsi, Rmhermen, Rob Hooft, Robert K S, Robin Chen, Robin Hood, Robo Cop, Roger Davies, Rogper,
Roisterer, Roryrory31, Rothorpe, Rrburke, Rtkat3, RudyReis, Rufus89878, Rursus, Rvolz, Ryan Postlethwaite, ST47, Satanael, Satori Son, Saw1235, SchfiftyThree, Schmiteye, Sciurinæ,
Scottandrewhutchins, Sean2234, Seancdaug, ShaqDaddy69, Shikai shaw, Shimeru, Shipat13, Shriram, Sineofx, Sintaku, Sintonak.X, Skandalicious, Skeptic2, Slon02, Soliloquial, Some jerk on
the Internet, Someguy1221, Sparky the Seventh Chaos, SparrowsWing, Spitfire, SquarePeg, Stefan Milosevski, Stoa, Surge79uwf, Suzumebachisecret, T@nn, Tao, ThC, The Crunchy Nutter,
TheManHamster, Thedatamanagingguy, Theodoshus, Thinking of England, Thirzah, Tide rolls, Tiggerjay, Timeineurope, Todd Vierling, Tommy2010, Tony Sidaway, Tony Wills, Tregoweth,
Tsaag Valren, Tucci528, Ubardak, Ugur Basak, Ugur123, UnicornTroll, Untifler, Unvandalizor, Unyoyega, Uthabiti, UtherSRG, Veczar, Versus22, Waruiko ne, Wesley, Wetman, Weyes,
WhisperToMe, WhiteDragon, Wiki alf, WikiJedits, Wikipediarules2221, Wikipelli, Wikisux1436, Will Beback, Wknight94, Wyatt915, XBCABx, Xezbeth, Xxcraztxx, Xxxzzzxxx, Yashjeet,
Yoshi348, Yoshi498, Younggi96, Yourmomislarge, ZBandidBoiz, Zhou Yu, Zolo1243, ZooFari, Zro, Zundark, ТимофейЛееСуда, 1051 anonymous edits



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 426

Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors
Image:Sagalassos3.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Sagalassos3.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 2.5  Contributors: Original uploader was Tijl
Vereenooghe at en.wikipedia
Image:Hero cult Louvre CA308.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hero_cult_Louvre_CA308.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Hero offering.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hero_offering.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: ChrisO
Image:Hercules Farnese 3637104088 9c95d7fe3c b.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hercules_Farnese_3637104088_9c95d7fe3c_b.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution 2.0  Contributors: Paul Stevenson
File:Loudspeaker.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Loudspeaker.svg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bayo, Gmaxwell, Husky, Iamunknown, Mirithing,
Myself488, Nethac DIU, Omegatron, Rocket000, The Evil IP address, Wouterhagens, 20 anonymous edits
File:0 Plaque Campana - Hercule capturant le taureau crétois.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:0_Plaque_Campana_-_Hercule_capturant_le_taureau_crétois.JPG
 License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: Jean-Pol GRANDMONT
File:Jacopo Tintoretto 011.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jacopo_Tintoretto_011.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Adamt, Adrignola, Alagos,
AndreasPraefcke, G.dallorto, Ham, Juiced lemon, Mathiasrex, Mattes, Picus viridis, Wikielwikingo, Ángel Luis Alfaro
File:Agrigent Heraklestempel.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Agrigent_Heraklestempel.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported
 Contributors: Clemensfranz
File:Herakles strangling snakes Louvre G192.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_strangling_snakes_Louvre_G192.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Herakles snake Musei Capitolini MC247.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_snake_Musei_Capitolini_MC247.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Herakles lion Louvre F33.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_lion_Louvre_F33.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Hercules Musei Capitolini MC1265 n2.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hercules_Musei_Capitolini_MC1265_n2.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: User:Tetraktys
File:Met, gandhara, hercules and the nemean lion, 1st century.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Met,_gandhara,_hercules_and_the_nemean_lion,_1st_century.JPG
 License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: sailko
File:Herakles och Antaios, Nordisk familjebok.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_och_Antaios,_Nordisk_familjebok.png  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Boivie, G.dallorto, Lokal Profil, Väsk
File:Hera suckling Herakles BM VaseF107.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hera_suckling_Herakles_BM_VaseF107.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution
2.5  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Hercules and Iolaus mosaic - Anzio Nymphaeum.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hercules_and_Iolaus_mosaic_-_Anzio_Nymphaeum.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Folegandros, G.dallorto, Haiduc, Jastrow, Komdore, Outsider80, 3 anonymous edits
File:Herakles and Telephos Louvre MR219.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_and_Telephos_Louvre_MR219.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
File:Giambologna- Hercules beating Centaur Nesso-Loggia dei Lanzi.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Giambologna-_Hercules_beating_Centaur_Nesso-Loggia_dei_Lanzi.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 2.5  Contributors:
user:Yair-haklai
File:Bistoon Kermanshah.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Bistoon_Kermanshah.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.0  Contributors: Alieh
File:Museum für Indische Kunst Dahlem Berlin Mai 2006 015.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Museum_für_Indische_Kunst_Dahlem_Berlin_Mai_2006_015.jpg
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: Gryffindor
Image:Theseus Slaying Minotaur by Barye.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Theseus_Slaying_Minotaur_by_Barye.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
original photo by Nrswanson (talk) new version by Chhe (talk)
Image:Laurent de la La Hyre 002.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Laurent_de_la_La_Hyre_002.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: 1Veertje, Bibi Saint-Pol,
Bukk, Diomede, Kilom691, Mattes
Image:Theseus deeds BM E 84.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Theseus_deeds_BM_E_84.JPG  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike  Contributors:
User:Twospoonfuls
Image:Theseus Minotaur BM Vase E84 n4.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Theseus_Minotaur_BM_Vase_E84_n4.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:Kylix Aisón Teseo (M.A.N. Madrid) 04.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Kylix_Aisón_Teseo_(M.A.N._Madrid)_04.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
Image:Minotaur.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Minotaur.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Greenmountainboy
Image:Theseus and Centaur.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Theseus_and_Centaur.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors:
Roland Longbow
Image:Theseus Helene Staatliche Antikensammlungen 2309 n2.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Theseus_Helene_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_2309_n2.jpg
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Theseus-SW.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Theseus-SW.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Plutho 12:02, 16 February 2008
(UTC)
Image:Head Odysseus MAR Sperlonga.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Head_Odysseus_MAR_Sperlonga.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Jastrow
File:Caught between a rock and a hard place.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Caught_between_a_rock_and_a_hard_place.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: Denniss, Mattes, Sridhar1000, Tango7174, Trixt, 1 anonymous edits
Image:Bay of Palaiokastritsa from Bellavista.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Bay_of_Palaiokastritsa_from_Bellavista.JPG  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: Alaniaris, R. Engelhardt, Tasoskessaris, 1 anonymous edits
Image:Firenze.Loggia.Perseus02.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Firenze.Loggia.Perseus02.JPG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: JoJan
File:If looks could kill.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:If_looks_could_kill.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: AnonMoos, Sridhar1000
Image:Persus-with-the-head-of-med.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Persus-with-the-head-of-med.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors:
Bibi Saint-Pol, G.dallorto, Pufacz, 2 anonymous edits
Image:Perseus und Andromeda MKL1888.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Perseus_und_Andromeda_MKL1888.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
AnonMoos, Butko, Dodo, Longbow4u, Stilfehler, Wst, 1 anonymous edits
Image:Piero di Cosimo 042.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Piero_di_Cosimo_042.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Jastrow, Mac9, Oxxo,
Sailko
Image:Perseus and andromeda amphora.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Perseus_and_andromeda_amphora.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 3.0
 Contributors: Montrealais
File:Perseo in Villa San Marco Stabiae.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Perseo_in_Villa_San_Marco_Stabiae.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: Luiclemens (talk). Original uploader was Luiclemens at en.wikipedia
File:Edward Burne-Jones - Perseus.jpeg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Edward_Burne-Jones_-_Perseus.jpeg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: AndreasPraefcke,
Auntof6, Bukk, Concord, Krscal, Mattes, SolLuna
File:Château de Versailles, salon de Diane, Jason et les Argonautes débarquant en Colchide, Charles de La Fosse.jpg  Source: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Château_de_Versailles,_salon_de_Diane,_Jason_et_les_Argonautes_débarquant_en_Colchide,_Charles_de_La_Fosse.jpg  License: Creative



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 427

Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0  Contributors: A.Savin, Coyau, Trizek
File:Jason Pelias Louvre K127.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jason_Pelias_Louvre_K127.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Douris cup Jason Vatican crop.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Douris_cup_Jason_Vatican_crop.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Before My Ken,
Bibi Saint-Pol, Jastrow, Peter Weis
Image:Jasão e o Velo de ouro - Bertel Thorvaldsen - 1803.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jasão_e_o_Velo_de_ouro_-_Bertel_Thorvaldsen_-_1803.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: Bertel Thorvaldsen
File:IngresOdipusAndSphinx.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:IngresOdipusAndSphinx.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres
File:Oedipus Sphinx BM Vase E696.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Oedipus_Sphinx_BM_Vase_E696.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0
 Contributors: User:Fæ
File:Giroust - Oedipus At Colonus.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Giroust_-_Oedipus_At_Colonus.JPG  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
Jean-Antoine-Théodore Giroust
File:DSC00355 - Orfeo (epoca romana) - Foto G. Dall'Orto.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:DSC00355_-_Orfeo_(epoca_romana)_-_Foto_G._Dall'Orto.jpg
 License: Attribution  Contributors: user:g.dallorto, user:g.dallorto
File:Orpheus Thracians Met 24.97.30.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Orpheus_Thracians_Met_24.97.30.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Orpheus.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Orpheus.png  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: Megistias
File:Orfeu-atenas.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Orfeu-atenas.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: Ricardo André Frantz
(User:Tetraktys)
File:Head of Orpheus.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Head_of_Orpheus.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bukk, The Man in Question
File:Orpheus' oracle.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Orpheus'_oracle.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: H.Harissis
File:Nymphs finding the Head of Orpheus.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Nymphs_finding_the_Head_of_Orpheus.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Irish
Pearl, Kilom691, Mattes, Shakko, Shuishouyue
Image:Statue of Asklepios NAMA 263 (DerHexer).JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Statue_of_Asklepios_NAMA_263_(DerHexer).JPG  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0  Contributors: —DerHexer (Talk)
File:Asclepius and hygieia relief.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Asclepius_and_hygieia_relief.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0
 Contributors: Prioryman
File:Aesculap 147-.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Aesculap_147-.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: K. A. Baumeister (Description de Morée III. pl.29)
File:Pelops.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pelops.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Published by Guillaume Rouille(1518?-1589)
File: Throne of Pelops Mount Sipylus Manisa Turkey.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Throne_of_Pelops_Mount_Sipylus_Manisa_Turkey.jpg  License: Free Art
License  Contributors: Mr. S. Solow, http://www.losttrails.com
File:Pelops and Hippodamia racing.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pelops_and_Hippodamia_racing.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Haiduc
Image:Amfiaros, Nordisk familjebok.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Amfiaros,_Nordisk_familjebok.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Väsk, Warburg, 1
anonymous edits
Image:Pergamonmuseum - Antikensammlung - Relief 25.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pergamonmuseum_-_Antikensammlung_-_Relief_25.JPG  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: Gryffindor
File:PD-icon.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:PD-icon.svg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Alex.muller, Anomie, Anonymous Dissident, CBM, MBisanz, PBS,
Quadell, Rocket000, Strangerer, Timotheus Canens, 1 anonymous edits
File:BattleofIssus333BC-mosaic-detail1.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:BattleofIssus333BC-mosaic-detail1.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
user:Ruthven
File:AlexanderTheGreat Bust.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:AlexanderTheGreat_Bust.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic
 Contributors: G.dallorto, Geraki, Jastrow, Maksim, Sandstein, Solipsist, Xenophon, 2 anonymous edits
File:Aristotle tutoring Alexander.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Aristotle_tutoring_Alexander.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: JMCC1, Sridhar1000
File:Alexander & Bucephalus by John Steell.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alexander_&_Bucephalus_by_John_Steell.JPG  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: User:Stefan2901
File:Filip II Macedonia.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Filip_II_Macedonia.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Gunnar Bach Pedersen
File:Alexander1256.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alexander1256.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Tkbwikmed
File:Map Macedonia 336 BC-en.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Map_Macedonia_336_BC-en.svg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported
 Contributors: Map_Macedonia_336_BC-es.svg: Marsyas (French original); Kordas (Spanish translation) derivative work: MinisterForBadTimes (talk)
File:MacedonEmpire.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:MacedonEmpire.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Bjankuloski06en, Captain
Blood, Doctor Che, Emijrp, Herbythyme, Jackaranga, Kallerna, LX, Pici3k, Shakko, Zykasaa, 13 anonymous edits
File:Battle of Issus.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Battle_of_Issus.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Aka, Andreagrossmann, DenghiùComm, Finizio,
G.dallorto, Green Tree 1000, JMCC1, LEW21, Mac9, Napoleon 100, Slarre, Talmoryair, WolfgangRieger, Wst, 13 anonymous edits
File:Name of Alexander the Great in Hieroglyphs circa 330 BCE.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Name_of_Alexander_the_Great_in_Hieroglyphs_circa_330_BCE.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors:
PHGCOM
File:AlexanderCoin.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:AlexanderCoin.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: PHGCOM
File:The phalanx attacking the centre in the battle of the Hydaspes by Andre Castaigne (1898-1899).jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:The_phalanx_attacking_the_centre_in_the_battle_of_the_Hydaspes_by_Andre_Castaigne_(1898-1899).jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
André Castaigne
File:AlexanderConquestsInIndia.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:AlexanderConquestsInIndia.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: BrightRaven, Roland zh,
Shakko, Tomia, World Imaging, 3 anonymous edits
File:Alexander and Hephaestion.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alexander_and_Hephaestion.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Original uploader was
Neilwiththedeal at en.wikipedia
File:Babylonian astronomical diary recording the death of Alexander the Great (British Museum).jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Babylonian_astronomical_diary_recording_the_death_of_Alexander_the_Great_(British_Museum).jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
Shaunnol
File:Mid-nineteenth century reconstruction of Alexander's catafalque based on the description by Diodorus.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mid-nineteenth_century_reconstruction_of_Alexander's_catafalque_based_on_the_description_by_Diodorus.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: DenghiùComm, JMCC1, Mattes, Skipjack, Tarawneh
File:Alexander Sarcophagus.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alexander_Sarcophagus.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 2.5  Contributors:
Dorieo, Patrickneil
File:Diadochen1.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diadochen1.png  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Captain_Blood
File:Battle granicus.gif  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Battle_granicus.gif  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Frank Martini. Cartographer,
Department of History, United States Military Academy
File:Battle issus decisive.gif  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Battle_issus_decisive.gif  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Frank Martini. Cartographer, Department of
History, United States Military Academy
File:AlexandreLouvre.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:AlexandreLouvre.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors:
User:PHGCOM



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 428

File:Pella Lion Hunt Mosaic.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pella_Lion_Hunt_Mosaic.jpg  License: Copyrighted free use  Contributors: Djampa, FSII, G.dallorto,
Man vyi, Marsyas, Origamiemensch, Vissarion, Xenophon
File:Mosaica.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaica.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Alagos
File:Mappa di Eratostene.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mappa_di_Eratostene.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bunbury, E.H. (1811-1895)
File:Alexandreia anc Shepherd.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alexandreia_anc_Shepherd.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: William R. Shepherd (1871 –
1934). Original uploader was Wolpertinger at de.wikipedia
File:Alexander-Empire 323bc.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alexander-Empire_323bc.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors:
Thomas Lessman (Contact!)
File:Gandhara Buddha (tnm).jpeg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Gandhara_Buddha_(tnm).jpeg  License: Public domain  Contributors: User:World Imaging
File:Demetrius I of Bactria.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Demetrius_I_of_Bactria.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Chochopk, Dorieo, Ekabhishek,
Saperaud, Shauni, TcfkaPanairjdde, Tsui
File:Byzantine Greek Alexander Manuscript Cataphract (cropped).JPG  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Byzantine_Greek_Alexander_Manuscript_Cataphract_(cropped).JPG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Anonymous
File:Iskandar.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Iskandar.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: DuncanHill, Igiffin, Zeno of Elea, 2 anonymous edits
File:Amazon preparing for the battle (Queen Antiope or Armed Venus) - Pierre-Eugene-Emile Hebert 1860 - NG of Arts Wash DC rotated and cropped.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Amazon_preparing_for_the_battle_(Queen_Antiope_or_Armed_Venus)_-_Pierre-Eugene-Emile_Hebert_1860_-_NG_of_Arts_Wash_DC_rotated_and_cropped.jpg
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: Palbrattberg
File:Amazons vs Greeks.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Amazons_vs_Greeks.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Unknown. Original uploader was
Bwsmith84 at en.wikipedia
File:Amazon trousers BM VaseB673.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Amazon_trousers_BM_VaseB673.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Thalestris, Queen of the Amazons, visits Alexander (1696).jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Thalestris,_Queen_of_the_Amazons,_visits_Alexander_(1696).jpg
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: AnonMoos, Shakko, Tarawneh, Wikielwikingo, 2 anonymous edits
File:Gladiatrix relief.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Gladiatrix_relief.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: en:User:Xastic
File:Amazone Staatliche Antikensammlungen 2342.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Amazone_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_2342.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Deruet-Departure of the Amazons-1620.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Deruet-Departure_of_the_Amazons-1620.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
Faqscl, G.dallorto, Jorva, Kilom691, Léna, Mattes, Olivier2, Pitke, Wikielwikingo, World Imaging
File:Penthesilea Dubray cour Carree Louvre.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Penthesilea_Dubray_cour_Carree_Louvre.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution
2.5  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Pentesilea by Arturo Michelena.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pentesilea_by_Arturo_Michelena.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Andres
rojas22, User:ChristianBier
File:Akhilleus Penthesileia Staatliche Antikensammlungen 2688.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Akhilleus_Penthesileia_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_2688.jpg
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, G.dallorto, Jastrow, Neelsmith
File:Thalestris.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Thalestris.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Published by Guillaume Rouille(1518?-1589)
File:Twelve Labours Altemps Inv8642.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Twelve_Labours_Altemps_Inv8642.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:P. Oxy. XXII 2331.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:P._Oxy._XXII_2331.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Dsmdgold, G.dallorto,
JMCC1
File:Herakles Nemean lion BM B621.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_Nemean_lion_BM_B621.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:Antonio del Pollaiolo - Ercole e l'Idra e Ercole e Anteo - Google Art Project.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Antonio_del_Pollaiolo_-_Ercole_e_l'Idra_e_Ercole_e_Anteo_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: ANGELUS,
Auntof6, CommonsDelinker, Dcoetzee
File:AdolfSchmidt Herkules besiegt die goldbekrönte Hirschkuh.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:AdolfSchmidt_Herkules_besiegt_die_goldbekrönte_Hirschkuh.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: user:ONAR
File:Herakles hind BM B231.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_hind_BM_B231.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Herakles Eurystheus boar Louvre F202.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_Eurystheus_boar_Louvre_F202.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 05.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_05.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
File:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 06.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_06.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
File:Herculean effort.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herculean_effort.jpg  License: unknown  Contributors: Denniss, Sridhar1000, Tango7174, Wikielwikingo
File:BodeMuseumHerkules.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:BodeMuseumHerkules.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported
 Contributors: Lokilech
File:Heracles gets the Belt of Hippolyte, Queen of the Amazons.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Heracles_gets_the_Belt_of_Hippolyte,_Queen_of_the_Amazons.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jomafemag
File:Herakles Geryon Staatliche Antikensammlungen 1379.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_Geryon_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_1379.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 11.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_11.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
File:Hercules capturing Cerberus.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hercules_capturing_Cerberus.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Scan by Yellow Lion
Image:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 01.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_01.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
File:Antalya Museum - Sarkophag 3 Herkules und Nemäischer Löwe.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Antalya_Museum_-_Sarkophag_3_Herkules_und_Nemäischer_Löwe.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0
 Contributors: Wolfgang Sauber
File:Il moderno, ercole con il leone neemeo, 1488-89.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Il_moderno,_ercole_con_il_leone_neemeo,_1488-89.JPG  License: GNU Free
Documentation License  Contributors: sailko
File:Francisco de Zurbarán 030.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Francisco_de_Zurbarán_030.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Balbo, Emijrp, G.dallorto,
Mattes, Shakko, Taivo, Wikielwikingo, Wmpearl, 2 anonymous edits
File:Lucha de Heracles con el león de Nemea.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Lucha_de_Heracles_con_el_león_de_Nemea.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike  Contributors: J. M. Félix Magdalena
Image:Hydra 04.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hydra_04.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Shizhao, 1 anonymous edits
File:Antonio del Pollaiolo - Ercole e l'Idra e Ercole e Anteo - Google Art Project.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Antonio_del_Pollaiolo_-_Ercole_e_l'Idra_e_Ercole_e_Anteo_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: ANGELUS,
Auntof6, CommonsDelinker, Dcoetzee
File:Lernaean Hydra Getty Villa 83.AE.346.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Lernaean_Hydra_Getty_Villa_83.AE.346.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0  Contributors: User:Xenophon



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 429

File:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 02.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_02.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-Sharealike 2.0  Contributors: FlickreviewR, Shakko, ZH2010, Zaqarbal
File:Artista mantovano, ercole e l'idra di lerna, argento, 1530s.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Artista_mantovano,_ercole_e_l'idra_di_lerna,_argento,_1530s.JPG
 License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: sailko
File:Hercules slaying the Hydra.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hercules_slaying_the_Hydra.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Scan by Yellow Lion
File:Gustave Moreau 003.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Gustave_Moreau_003.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: AndreasPraefcke, Bibi Saint-Pol, Bukk,
Emijrp, Kiko4564, Mattes, Wikielwikingo, Zig, 4 anonymous edits
File:Singer Sargent, John - Hercules - 1921.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Singer_Sargent,_John_-_Hercules_-_1921.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
Jacklee, Mattes, Shakko, Wmpearl
File:Henry IV en Herculeus terrassant l Hydre de Lerne cad La ligue Catholique Atelier Toussaint Dubreuil circa 1600.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Henry_IV_en_Herculeus_terrassant_l_Hydre_de_Lerne_cad_La_ligue_Catholique_Atelier_Toussaint_Dubreuil_circa_1600.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: User:PHGCOM
Image:Herakles hind BM B231.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_hind_BM_B231.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Corinthian helmet Cdm Paris BB2013 n2.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Corinthian_helmet_Cdm_Paris_BB2013_n2.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:DSC00179 - Ercole abbatte la cerva di Cerinea - Fontana romana, sec. I a.C. - Foto di G. Dall'Orto.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:DSC00179_-_Ercole_abbatte_la_cerva_di_Cerinea_-_Fontana_romana,_sec._I_a.C._-_Foto_di_G._Dall'Orto.jpg  License: Attribution
 Contributors: FedericoMP, G.dallorto, Jastrow, 3 anonymous edits
File:Herakles hind Staatliche Antikensammlungen SL54.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_hind_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_SL54.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 03.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_03.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
File:Heracles captura la cierva de Cerinia.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Heracles_captura_la_cierva_de_Cerinia.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: User:Jomafemag
Image:Herakles Eurystheus boar Louvre F202.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_Eurystheus_boar_Louvre_F202.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Berlin-tiergarten luetzowplatz herkules 20050506 p1030069.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Berlin-tiergarten_luetzowplatz_herkules_20050506_p1030069.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors:
User:Georg Slickers
Image:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 06.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_06.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
Image:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 07.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_07.jpg  License: GNU Free
Documentation License  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
Image:Mosaico Trabajos Hércules (M.A.N. Madrid) 08.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaico_Trabajos_Hércules_(M.A.N._Madrid)_08.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
File:Hippolyte.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hippolyte.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Published by Guillaume Rouille(1518?-1589)
Image:Heracles Geryon Louvre F55.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Heracles_Geryon_Louvre_F55.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:Geryon.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Geryon.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: K-UNIT
File:Garden2315.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Garden2315.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: AnRo0002, AndreasPraefcke, Beao, Bibi Saint-Pol, Dodo,
Ham, Kilom691, Man vyi, Mattes, Ranveig, Taivo, Wst, 1 anonymous edits
Image:RomanCerberus.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:RomanCerberus.JPG  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: User Nabokov;
"Photo by Tom Oates"
File:KTH Kerberos.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:KTH_Kerberos.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Taken by Denoir in 2005 with a en:Canon EOS-350D
Original uploader was Denoir at en.wikipedia
File:Herakles Kerberos Eurystheus Louvre E701.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_Kerberos_Eurystheus_Louvre_E701.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Cerbere.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Cerbere.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Andreagrossmann, André Koehne, Bibi Saint-Pol, Butko, Dodo,
Micione, Shakko, 2 anonymous edits
File:12th labour of Heracles - Project Gutenberg eText 19119.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:12th_labour_of_Heracles_-_Project_Gutenberg_eText_19119.png
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: Andreagrossmann, Bibi Saint-Pol, G.dallorto, Shakko, Tagishsimon, Taivo, Warburg, Wikielwikingo
Image:Krater Niobid Painter A Louvre G341.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Krater_Niobid_Painter_A_Louvre_G341.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Lorenzo Costa 001.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Lorenzo_Costa_001.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Diomede, EDUCA33E,
HombreDHojalata, Mattes, Shakko, SolLuna, Wst
File:Farewell of Admetus & Alcestis.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Farewell_of_Admetus_&_Alcestis.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: George Dennis
Image:Atalanta Peleus Staatliche Antikensammlungen 596.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Atalanta_Peleus_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_596.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Jacob Jordaens - Meleager and Atalanta - WGA11997.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jacob_Jordaens_-_Meleager_and_Atalanta_-_WGA11997.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: Bukk, Ophelia2
Image:NAMA Epinetron Bellérophon.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:NAMA_Epinetron_Bellérophon.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 2.5
 Contributors: User:Marsyas
Image:FiresChimera2.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:FiresChimera2.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: Jyri
Leskinen
File:Veroli casket Bellerophon fine detail.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Veroli_casket_Bellerophon_fine_detail.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: Fæ
Image:The-Winged-Horse.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:The-Winged-Horse.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Mary Hamilton Frye
File:British Airborne Units.gif  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:British_Airborne_Units.gif  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Ignasi
File:Jerome L Greene Hall.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jerome_L_Greene_Hall.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Original uploader
was Behack at en.wikipedia
Image:Phineus Boreads Louvre G364.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Phineus_Boreads_Louvre_G364.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Kadmos dragon Louvre N3157.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Kadmos_dragon_Louvre_N3157.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Kadmos dragon Louvre E707.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Kadmos_dragon_Louvre_E707.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Cadmus-Lawrie-Highsmith.jpeg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Cadmus-Lawrie-Highsmith.jpeg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Artist is Lee Lawrie
(1877–1963). Photographed 2007 by Carol Highsmith (1946–), who explicitly placed the photograph in the public domain.
File:Cadmus teeth.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Cadmus_teeth.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Binksternet, Bukk, Karora, Mattes,
Midnightdreary, Picus viridis, Wst, 1 anonymous edits
File:Dioskouroi Met L.2008.18.1-2 n03.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Dioskouroi_Met_L.2008.18.1-2_n03.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 430

Image:Kastor Niobid krater Louvre G341.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Kastor_Niobid_krater_Louvre_G341.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Dioscuri rape Vatican Inv2796.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Dioscuri_rape_Vatican_Inv2796.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Magnify-clip.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Magnify-clip.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Erasoft24
Image:07leucip.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:07leucip.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bukk, DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, FA2010, Madmedea,
Mattes, Mogelzahn, Oursana, Shakko, Vincent Steenberg, Wikielwikingo, 3 anonymous edits
File:Antiochos VII with Dioscuri.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Antiochos_VII_with_Dioscuri.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0
 Contributors: Uploadalt
Image:RomaForoRomanoTempioCastori.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:RomaForoRomanoTempioCastori.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi
Saint-Pol, G.dallorto, Juiced lemon, MM
File:Dioskouroi theoxenia Louvre Ma746.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Dioskouroi_theoxenia_Louvre_Ma746.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Dedication Dioskouroi Met L.2008.1.1.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Dedication_Dioskouroi_Met_L.2008.1.1.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: Auntof6, Bibi Saint-Pol, Jastrow, Marcus Cyron
File:WLANL - Artshooter - Zeus, Hera en Amor observeren de geboorte van Helena en de Dioskuren.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:WLANL_-_Artshooter_-_Zeus,_Hera_en_Amor_observeren_de_geboorte_van_Helena_en_de_Dioskuren.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 2.0  Contributors: Artshooter
Image:John William Waterhouse - Hylas and the Nymphs (1896).jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:John_William_Waterhouse_-_Hylas_and_the_Nymphs_(1896).jpg  License: unknown  Contributors: -
File:Hylas Saint-Romain-en Gal 07 2011.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hylas_Saint-Romain-en_Gal_07_2011.jpg  License: Creative Commons Zero
 Contributors: Vassil
File:Rape Marpessa Staatliche Antikensammlungen 2417 n2.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Rape_Marpessa_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_2417_n2.jpg
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Hercules and Iolaus mosaic - Anzio Nymphaeum.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hercules_and_Iolaus_mosaic_-_Anzio_Nymphaeum.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Folegandros, G.dallorto, Haiduc, Jastrow, Komdore, Outsider80, 3 anonymous edits
Image:Heracles, Iolaus and Eros - Cista Ficoroni foot.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Heracles,_Iolaus_and_Eros_-_Cista_Ficoroni_foot.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: Haiduc
File:Laocoon Pio-Clementino Inv1059-1064-1067.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Laocoon_Pio-Clementino_Inv1059-1064-1067.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:VaticanVergilFolio18vLaocoon.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:VaticanVergilFolio18vLaocoon.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Scanned by David
Stapleton (Dsmdgold). Artist Unknown
Image:De Morgan Medea.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:De_Morgan_Medea.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: ALE!, High Contrast, Juanpdp, Kilom691,
Mattes, Themadchopper, 4 anonymous edits
Image:Medea-Sandys.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Medea-Sandys.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Juanpdp, Kilom691, Madmedea, Mattes
Image:Moreau - Jason et Médée.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Moreau_-_Jason_et_Médée.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Mattes,
Newmanbe, Olivier2, Shakko, Zolo
Image:Eugène Ferdinand Victor Delacroix 031.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Eugène_Ferdinand_Victor_Delacroix_031.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: DenghiùComm, EDUCA33E, Goldfritha, Havang(nl), Jean-Frédéric, Mel22, Olivier2, Pe-Jo, 5 anonymous edits
Image:Medea statue in Batumi, Georgia.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Medea_statue_in_Batumi,_Georgia.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.0
 Contributors: Paata Vardanashvili from Tbilisi, Georgia
File:Altes Museum - Medea-Sarkophag.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Altes_Museum_-_Medea-Sarkophag.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
user:Ophelia2
Image:Jason and Medea - John William Waterhouse.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jason_and_Medea_-_John_William_Waterhouse.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: Fleance, Mattes, SolLuna
File:Giulio Romano - Meleager_et_Atalanta.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Giulio_Romano_-_Meleager_et_Atalanta.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
François Louis Lonsing, engraver (1739 - 1799)
File:Meleagros Antikensammlung Berlin Sk215.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Meleagros_Antikensammlung_Berlin_Sk215.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Calydonian hunt Musei Capitolini MC917.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Calydonian_hunt_Musei_Capitolini_MC917.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Jakob Jordaens 008.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jakob_Jordaens_008.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Balbo, Bibi Saint-Pol, Bukk,
DenghiùComm, Mattes, Shakko, Stomme
Image:Vulcan Coustou Louvre MR1814.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Vulcan_Coustou_Louvre_MR1814.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
File:Rubens - Vulcano forjando los rayos de Júpiter.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Rubens_-_Vulcano_forjando_los_rayos_de_Júpiter.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: Balbo, Bukk, Butko, DenghiùComm, Dodo, Ecummenic, Infrogmation, Joseolgon, Mattes, Shakko, Sitacuisses, Vincent Steenberg, 1 anonymous edits
File:Hephaistos.temple.AC.02.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hephaistos.temple.AC.02.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Bibi
Saint-Pol, Longbow4u, Madmedea
Image:NAMA Pélée, Achille & Chiron.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:NAMA_Pélée,_Achille_&_Chiron.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike
2.5  Contributors: Marsyas
Image:Dish Thetis Peleus Louvre CA2569.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Dish_Thetis_Peleus_Louvre_CA2569.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
Image:Philoctetes Hermonax Louvre G413.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Philoctetes_Hermonax_Louvre_G413.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
File:Brauron - Marble slab with the Recall of Philoctetes.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Brauron_-_Marble_slab_with_the_Recall_of_Philoctetes.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: user:Ophelia2
Image:Wooster-ohio-courthouse-telamon.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Wooster-ohio-courthouse-telamon.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Tysto
File:J G Trautmann Das brennende Troja.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:J_G_Trautmann_Das_brennende_Troja.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
AndreasPraefcke, Beyond My Ken, FA2010, Shakko, 3 anonymous edits
File:Enrique Simonet - El Juicio de Paris - 1904.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Enrique_Simonet_-_El_Juicio_de_Paris_-_1904.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: DutchHoratius, Lieutenant Waaxe, 1 anonymous edits
File:Hydria Achilles weapons Louvre E869.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hydria_Achilles_weapons_Louvre_E869.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
File:Francesco Primaticcio 003.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Francesco_Primaticcio_003.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Auntof6, Bibi Saint-Pol,
Bukk, Mattes
Image:Homeric Greece.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Homeric_Greece.svg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0  Contributors:
Pinpin
Image:Achilles Lycomedes Bray.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Achilles_Lycomedes_Bray.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Alagos, Bender235,
BurgererSF, Kilom691, Mattes, Vincent Steenberg, 2 anonymous edits



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 431

Image:Troas.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Troas.png  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Original uploader was Dbachmann at
en.wikipedia Later versions were uploaded by Joy at en.wikipedia.
File:Philoktetes Lemnos Met 56.171.58.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Philoktetes_Lemnos_Met_56.171.58.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Wenceslas Hollar - Briseis and Achilles crop.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Wenceslas_Hollar_-_Briseis_and_Achilles_crop.jpg  License: unknown
 Contributors: Beyond My Ken
File:Achilles Ajax dice Louvre MNB911.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Achilles_Ajax_dice_Louvre_MNB911.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
Image:Chryses Agamemnon Louvre K1.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Chryses_Agamemnon_Louvre_K1.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:Triumph of Achilles in Corfu Achilleion.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Triumph_of_Achilles_in_Corfu_Achilleion.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: Painter: Franz Matsch (died 1942) Franz Matsch info also herePhotographer: User:Dr.K.
Image:Akhilleus Penthesileia Staatliche Antikensammlungen 2688.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Akhilleus_Penthesileia_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_2688.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, G.dallorto, Jastrow,
Neelsmith
File:Ajax suicide BM F480.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Ajax_suicide_BM_F480.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Mykonos vase.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mykonos_vase.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.0  Contributors: Travelling Runes
Image:Amphora death Priam Louvre F222.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Amphora_death_Priam_Louvre_F222.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
Image:Poseidon and Ajax.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Poseidon_and_Ajax.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: .:Ajvol:., Bibi Saint-Pol, FA2
Image:The Murder Of Agamemnon - Project Gutenberg eText 14994.png  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:The_Murder_Of_Agamemnon_-_Project_Gutenberg_eText_14994.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Butko, Denniss, Goldfritha,
Steschke, 3 anonymous edits
File:Arnold Böcklin - Odysseus and Polyphemus.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Arnold_Böcklin_-_Odysseus_and_Polyphemus.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: Arnold Böcklin
Image:Aeneas' Flight from Troy by Federico Barocci.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Aeneas'_Flight_from_Troy_by_Federico_Barocci.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: AndreasPraefcke, Bibi Saint-Pol, Bukk, Butko, Cristiano64, Diomede, Electron, FA2010, Gugganij, Kilom691, Mattes, 3 anonymous edits
Image:Hittite Kingdom.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hittite_Kingdom.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Javierfv1212 (talk)
File:Tabula iliaca Musei Capitolini MC0316.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Tabula_iliaca_Musei_Capitolini_MC0316.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
File:Achilles departure Eretria Painter CdM Paris 851.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Achilles_departure_Eretria_Painter_CdM_Paris_851.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution 2.5  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Peter Paul Rubens 181.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Peter_Paul_Rubens_181.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Túrelio, Vincent Steenberg
Image:The Education of Achilles, by James Barry.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:The_Education_of_Achilles,_by_James_Barry.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Bilpen, BrightRaven, Bukk, DenghiùComm, Kilom691, Kürschner, Mattes, Ragesoss, TwoWings, Vearthy
Image:The Rage of Achilles by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo.jpeg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:The_Rage_of_Achilles_by_Giovanni_Battista_Tiepolo.jpeg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: AndreasPraefcke, Denniss, Electron, Shakko, 2 anonymous edits
Image:AmbrosianIliadPict47Achilles.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:AmbrosianIliadPict47Achilles.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol,
Dsmdgold, Fandecaisses, Goldfritha, Hekerui, Rocket000, Wikiseldon, Zzyzx11, 1 anonymous edits
Image:Achilles thniskon in Corfu.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Achilles_thniskon_in_Corfu.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported
 Contributors: User:Tasoskessaris
Image:Aias body Akhilleus Staatliche Antikensammlungen 1884.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Aias_body_Akhilleus_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_1884.jpg
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Wenceslas Hollar - Briseis and Achilles.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Wenceslas_Hollar_-_Briseis_and_Achilles.jpg  License: unknown  Contributors:
Beyond My Ken, Dcoetzee, Kilom691
File:Achilles in Corfu.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Achilles_in_Corfu.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: User:Dr.K.
File:Leon Benouville The Wrath of Achilles.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Leon_Benouville_The_Wrath_of_Achilles.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
AnonMoos, Estormiz, Kilom691, MGA73, Mutter Erde, Rlbberlin, Zolo
Image:Akhilleus Patroklos Antikensammlung Berlin F2278.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Akhilleus_Patroklos_Antikensammlung_Berlin_F2278.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Patroclus corpse MAN Firenze.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Patroclus_corpse_MAN_Firenze.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Jastrow
File:Hector brought back to Troy.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hector_brought_back_to_Troy.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Hektor wirft Paris seine Weichlichkeit vor (Tischbein).jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hektor_wirft_Paris_seine_Weichlichkeit_vor_(Tischbein).jpg  License:
Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: file: James Steakley; artwork:
File:Ajax and Hector exchange gifts.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Ajax_and_Hector_exchange_gifts.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: .:Ajvol:.,
Anne97432, Bibi Saint-Pol, Goodness Shamrock, Man vyi, Mu, TimNelson, Warburg, Xhienne
File:Hector Astyanax MN Jatta.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hector_Astyanax_MN_Jatta.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Jastrow
File:THAM-Battle at the ships sarcophagus.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:THAM-Battle_at_the_ships_sarcophagus.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: User:Marsyas
File:Triumph of Achilles in Corfu Achilleion.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Triumph_of_Achilles_in_Corfu_Achilleion.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: Painter: Franz Matsch (died 1942) Franz Matsch info also herePhotographer: User:Dr.K.
File:Jacques-Louis David- Andromache Mourning Hector.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jacques-Louis_David-_Andromache_Mourning_Hector.JPG  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: AnRo0002, Andreagrossmann, Bibi Saint-Pol, EDUCA33E, JMCC1, Kjetil r, Mattes, Mutter Erde, WhatamIdoing, Wst, 1 anonymous edits
Image:wikisource-logo.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Wikisource-logo.svg  License: logo  Contributors: Nicholas Moreau
Image:Bissen,Paris,Glyptoteket.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Bissen,Paris,Glyptoteket.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Gunnar Bach Pedersen
Image:Julgamento-de-páris.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Julgamento-de-páris.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: Ricardo
André Frantz (User:Tetraktys)
File:The face that launched 1,000 ships.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:The_face_that_launched_1,000_ships.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Denniss,
Sridhar1000, Tango7174, Wikielwikingo
Image:Statue of Paris.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Statue_of_Paris.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Original uploader was
Lonpicman at en.wikipedia
File:Menelaos.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Menelaos.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Published by Guillaume Rouille(1518?-1589)
Image:Helen Menelaus Louvre G424.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Helen_Menelaus_Louvre_G424.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:MaskOfAgamemnon.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:MaskOfAgamemnon.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 3.0  Contributors: Rosemania
Image:Aegisthus.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Aegisthus.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: N/A. Original uploader was Xenovatis at en.wikipedia
File:GenealogieAgamemnon.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:GenealogieAgamemnon.svg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Benutzer:Aneuper
File:Achilles Ajax dice Louvre MNB911 n2.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Achilles_Ajax_dice_Louvre_MNB911_n2.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution
2.5  Contributors: User:Jastrow



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 432

File:Ajax (Carstens).jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Ajax_(Carstens).jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: file: James Steakley; artwork: Asmus Jacob
Carstens
Image:Aias Kassandra Louvre G458.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Aias_Kassandra_Louvre_G458.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Briseis Phoinix Louvre G152.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Briseis_Phoinix_Louvre_G152.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Sacrifice Nestor Pylos Meleager Painter MAN.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Sacrifice_Nestor_Pylos_Meleager_Painter_MAN.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution 2.5  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:Diomedes Glyptothek Munich 304 n1.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diomedes_Glyptothek_Munich_304_n1.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: User:MatthiasKabel
Image:Athéna et Diomède.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Athéna_et_Diomède.jpg  License: Public domain  Contributors: en:User:Miskin
Image:Diomedes attacking Aeneas.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diomedes_attacking_Aeneas.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Dr. Yasas Bandara
(talk)
Image:Diomedes and Athena attacking Ares.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diomedes_and_Athena_attacking_Ares.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Dr.
Yasas Bandara (talk)
Image:Diomedes and Glaucus, MAR Gela, Hasselmann Painter.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diomedes_and_Glaucus,_MAR_Gela,_Hasselmann_Painter.jpg
 License: Public Domain  Contributors: Dr. Yasas Bandara (talk)
Image:ThRhesosMNANaples.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:ThRhesosMNANaples.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Dr. Yasas Bandara (talk)
Image:Diomedes with The Palladium.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diomedes_with_The_Palladium.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Dr. Yasas
Bandara (talk)
Image:Diomedes with the Palladium approaches an altar.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diomedes_with_the_Palladium_approaches_an_altar.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: Dr. Yasas Bandara (talk). Original uploader was Dr. Yasas Bandara at en.wikipedia
Image:Diomedes and Odysseus stealing the Palladium.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diomedes_and_Odysseus_stealing_the_Palladium.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: Dr. Yasas Bandara (talk). Original uploader was Dr. Yasas Bandara at en.wikipedia
File:Diomedes with the Palladion (Glyptothek).jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Diomedes_with_the_Palladion_(Glyptothek).jpg  License: Public domain
 Contributors: Magog the Ogre, Απάγγειο
File:WLA lacma Teucer.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:WLA_lacma_Teucer.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 2.5  Contributors: Wikipedia
Loves Art participant " yokim"
File:Cratère de Vix 0007.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Cratère_de_Vix_0007.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 2.5  Contributors: Manchot
File:Bague de Mochlos.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Bague_de_Mochlos.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Richard Berry Seager (1882-1925)
File:Close up of Gorgon at the pediment of Artemis temple in Corfu.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Close_up_of_Gorgon_at_the_pediment_of_Artemis_temple_in_Corfu.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors:
User:Dr.K.
File:Douriscup 83d40m Athene aegisWingedLionessOwl pythonVomitsJason fleeceInTree Vatican.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Douriscup_83d40m_Athene_aegisWingedLionessOwl_pythonVomitsJason_fleeceInTree_Vatican.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 3.0  Contributors: 83d40m
File:Mask of Gorgon Medusa.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mask_of_Gorgon_Medusa.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 3.0  Contributors: Christoph
Wagener
File:Gorgon Kameiros BM GR1860.4-4.2.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Gorgon_Kameiros_BM_GR1860.4-4.2.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:DSC00401 - Tempio C di Selinunte - Perseo e Medusa - Sec. VI a.C. - Foto G. Dall'Orto crop.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:DSC00401_-_Tempio_C_di_Selinunte_-_Perseo_e_Medusa_-_Sec._VI_a.C._-_Foto_G._Dall'Orto_crop.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-Sharealike 2.5  Contributors: User:G.dallorto/Palermo, user:g.dallorto
File:Hydria gorgon BM B58.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hydria_gorgon_BM_B58.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Disk-fibula Gorgoneion Louvre Br4306.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Disk-fibula_Gorgoneion_Louvre_Br4306.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution
3.0  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:Boreas Oreithyia Louvre K35.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Boreas_Oreithyia_Louvre_K35.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:WindGod2.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:WindGod2.JPG  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: Original
uploader was Per Honor et Gloria at en.wikipedia
Image:Tower of the Winds frieze detail.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Tower_of_the_Winds_frieze_detail.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License
 Contributors: en:User:Morn (<mdoege@compuserve.com>)
Image:VarsaviaPalazzo4VentiVento1.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:VarsaviaPalazzo4VentiVento1.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: MM
Image:William-Adolphe Bouguereau (1825-1905) - Flora And Zephyr (1875).jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:William-Adolphe_Bouguereau_(1825-1905)_-_Flora_And_Zephyr_(1875).jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Anne97432, Bibi Saint-Pol,
Edelseider, FischX, Grenavitar, Gryffindor, Irish Pearl, Johann, Kilom691, Lee M, Mattes, Olivier2, Rocket000, Roomba, Thebrid, Wst, 2 anonymous edits
Image:Hyakinthos.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Hyakinthos.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: античный автор. Original uploader was Воскресенский
Петр at ru.wikipedia
Image:Centaure Malmaison crop.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Centaure_Malmaison_crop.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Clicgauche
File:Centauromachy Staatliche Antikensammlungen 2640.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Centauromachy_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_2640.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
File:Cantharus Stathatou Louvre CA1987.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Cantharus_Stathatou_Louvre_CA1987.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
File:Centaur nymph Marqueste Tuileries.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Centaur_nymph_Marqueste_Tuileries.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: photo
by Jastrow
File:GiorcesBardo55.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:GiorcesBardo55.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5  Contributors: Giorces
File:Grape harvest Abbatiale Mozac 2007 06 30.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Grape_harvest_Abbatiale_Mozac_2007_06_30.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: Marie-Lan Nguyen (User:Jastrow)
Image:Centaur skeleton.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Centaur_skeleton.jpg  License: Creative Commons Zero  Contributors: Skeleton assembly commissioned by
Bill Willers. Photographer: Sklmsta
File:Centaur lekythos Met 51.163.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Centaur_lekythos_Met_51.163.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
File:Sandro Botticelli 063.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Sandro_Botticelli_063.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Auntof6, Bibi Saint-Pol, EDUCA33E,
Jastrow, Mac9, Mattes, Shakko
File:Bova1860.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Bova1860.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Anonymous folk artist
File:Polyphemus.gif  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Polyphemus.gif  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Sdrtirs
File:Redon.cyclops.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Redon.cyclops.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Cactus.man
File:Cyclops P6110086.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Cyclops_P6110086.JPG  License: Attribution  Contributors: Deror avi
File:dwarfelephant.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Dwarfelephant.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike  Contributors: --MaxM 19:00, 26 May
2008 (UTC)
File:MicenePortaLeoniMura.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:MicenePortaLeoniMura.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: MM



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 433

Image:Dionysos Giant Louvre G434.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Dionysos_Giant_Louvre_G434.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: user:Jastrow
Image:Poseidon Polybotes Cdm Paris 573.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Poseidon_Polybotes_Cdm_Paris_573.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Gigant.PNG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Gigant.PNG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, DenghiùComm, Dodo, Perhelion,
QuartierLatin1968, Ranveig, 2 anonymous edits
Image:DSC04529a Istanbul - Museo archeol. - Gigantomachia - sec. II d.C. - da Afrodisia - Foto G. Dall'Orto 28-5-2006.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:DSC04529a_Istanbul_-_Museo_archeol._-_Gigantomachia_-_sec._II_d.C._-_da_Afrodisia_-_Foto_G._Dall'Orto_28-5-2006.jpg  License:
Attribution  Contributors: user:G.dallorto, user:G.dallorto
Image:Gaspard Marsy, Fontaine de l’Encelade, Musée national des châteaux de Versailles et de Trianon, Versailles, France (1675–1676) - 20050429.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Gaspard_Marsy,_Fontaine_de_l’Encelade,_Musée_national_des_châteaux_de_Versailles_et_de_Trianon,_Versailles,_France_(1675–1676)_-_20050429.jpg
 License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Bohème, Coyau, Crochet.david, Jacklee, Jgremillot, Kilom691, Thorvaldsson, 1 anonymous edits
Image:Labour-Briareus.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Labour-Briareus.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Butko, Wst
Image:Harpy.PNG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Harpy.PNG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Blacklake, Butko, Darsie
Image:Harpij.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Harpij.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Shizhao
Image:Harpyie.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Harpyie.JPG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Jacob van Maerlan
Image:DVinfernoForestOfSuicides m.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:DVinfernoForestOfSuicides_m.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: scanned,
post-processed, and uploaded by Karl Hahn
Image:Satyros Cdm Paris DeRidder509.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Satyros_Cdm_Paris_DeRidder509.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi
Saint-Pol
File:SatryWithWomen.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:SatryWithWomen.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors:
User:PHGCOM
File:Intaglio_dancing_satyr_CdM_Paris.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Intaglio_dancing_satyr_CdM_Paris.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:DSC00361 - Mosaico delle stagioni (epoca romana) - Foto G. Dall'Orto.jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:DSC00361_-_Mosaico_delle_stagioni_(epoca_romana)_-_Foto_G._Dall'Orto.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 2.5
 Contributors: User:G.dallorto/Palermo, user:g.dallorto
File:William-Adolphe_Bouguereau_(1825-1905)_-_Nymphs_and_Satyr_(1873).jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:William-Adolphe_Bouguereau_(1825-1905)_-_Nymphs_and_Satyr_(1873).jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: AnonMoos, Atlaslin, Bibi
Saint-Pol, D-Kuru, G.dallorto, Grenavitar, J.M.Domingo, Johann, Lee M, Mattes, McZusatz, NorbertNagel, OldakQuill, Olivier2, Pierpao, Red devil 666, Thebrid, Wikielwikingo, Wst, Zolo, 2
anonymous edits
File:Ladysatyr.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Ladysatyr.JPG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Cocosua88, Jakegothic, Martyring
File:"Le Satyre", Jules Fontanez.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:"Le_Satyre",_Jules_Fontanez.JPG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Fedekuki
Image:Armitage Siren.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Armitage_Siren.JPG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Edward Armitage (1817-1896)
Image:The Siren.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:The_Siren.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: AnonMoos, Bibi Saint-Pol, Irish Pearl, Memorato, Pitke,
Zolo, 2 anonymous edits
File:Mosaïque d'Ulysse et les sirènes.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mosaïque_d'Ulysse_et_les_sirènes.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 2.5
 Contributors: Giorces derivative work: Habib M'henni
Image:Odysseus Sirens BM E440 n2.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Odysseus_Sirens_BM_E440_n2.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:Sirena de Canosa s. IV adC (M.A.N. Madrid) 01.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Sirena_de_Canosa_s._IV_adC_(M.A.N._Madrid)_01.jpg  License: Creative
Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0  Contributors: User:Zaqarbal
Image:WATERHOUSE - Ulises y las Sirenas (National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, 1891. Óleo sobre lienzo, 100.6 x 202 cm).jpg  Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:WATERHOUSE_-_Ulises_y_las_Sirenas_(National_Gallery_of_Victoria,_Melbourne,_1891._Óleo_sobre_lienzo,_100.6_x_202_cm).jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: Artwork
Image:Virgil Solis - Apollo Python.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Virgil_Solis_-_Apollo_Python.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Scan by Hans-Jürgen
Günther
Image:Herakles Ladon Staatliche Antikensammlungen SL89.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Herakles_Ladon_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_SL89.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Zeus Typhon Staatliche Antikensammlungen 596.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Zeus_Typhon_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_596.jpg  License: Public
Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Medusa by Carvaggio.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Medusa_by_Carvaggio.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Avatar, Carlomorino, Cecil,
Darwinius, Dodo, G.dallorto, Jastrow, Man vyi, Mario52, Mattes, Ranveig, Roomba, Wst, 4 anonymous edits
File:PerseusSignoriaStatue.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:PerseusSignoriaStatue.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Original uploader was Jrousso at
en.wikipedia
File:Medusa Royal Palace Turin.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Medusa_Royal_Palace_Turin.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 3.0  Contributors:
Anassagora
File:Medusa tiles.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Medusa_tiles.JPG  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Dagrappler
File:Rubens Medusa.jpeg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Rubens_Medusa.jpeg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Bukk, Gryffindor, Joseolgon, Mattes, Shakko,
Thomas G, Túrelio, Vincent Steenberg, Werckmeister, Xenophon, 3 anonymous edits
File:Medusa.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Medusa.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Duesentrieb, ElRaki, Gakmo, Semnoz, Thuresson, Xenophon, 3
anonymous edits
Image:Dohalice CoA CZ.gif  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Dohalice_CoA_CZ.gif  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Miaow Miaow, Sevela.p, Skim, Xavigivax,
Zirland
Image:Sicilian Flag.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Sicilian_Flag.svg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Myriam Thyes / Klone123
Image:Minotauros Myron NAMA 1664 n1.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Minotauros_Myron_NAMA_1664_n1.jpg  License: Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors: Marsyas
File:Gehörnter Gott, Enkomi.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Gehörnter_Gott,_Enkomi.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0,2.5,2.0,1.0
 Contributors: Gerhard Haubold
Image:Minotaur-at-Greek-pavilion-Expo-88.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Minotaur-at-Greek-pavilion-Expo-88.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
en:User:Figaro
File:Pasiphae Minotauros Cdm Paris DeRidder1066 detail.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pasiphae_Minotauros_Cdm_Paris_DeRidder1066_detail.jpg  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol
Image:Theseus Minotaur Ramey Tuileries.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Theseus_Minotaur_Ramey_Tuileries.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Jastrow
Image:Minotaurus.gif  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Minotaurus.gif  License: Public Domain  Contributors: AnonMoos, Bibi Saint-Pol, Elphion, G.dallorto, Ilkant,
Jkelly, MistWiz, Olivier2, 6 anonymous edits
File:Blake Dante Hell XII.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Blake_Dante_Hell_XII.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Meladina
Image:Calydonian hunt.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Calydonian_hunt.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: Bibi Saint-Pol, Dodo,
G.dallorto, Greudin, Jastrow, Père Igor, Romanm, Ronaldino
Image:Calydonian hunt Louvre E670.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Calydonian_hunt_Louvre_E670.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow



Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 434

Image:Calydonian hunt Musei Capitolini MC917.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Calydonian_hunt_Musei_Capitolini_MC917.jpg  License: Public Domain
 Contributors: User:Jastrow
File:Giulio Romano - Meleager et Atalanta.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Giulio_Romano_-_Meleager_et_Atalanta.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors:
François Louis Lonsing, engraver (1739 - 1799)
Image:Regius - Calydonian Boar.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Regius_-_Calydonian_Boar.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: BeatrixBelibaste, Bibi
Saint-Pol, Lamiot, Wst
Image:Chimera Apulia Louvre K362.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Chimera_Apulia_Louvre_K362.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: User:Jastrow
Image:Chimera di Arezzo.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Chimera_di_Arezzo.jpg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: Lucarelli
Image:Pegasus reel Louvre Bj1887.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pegasus_reel_Louvre_Bj1887.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution 3.0  Contributors:
User:Jastrow
Image:Bellerophon killing Chimaera mosaic from Rhodes.JPG  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Bellerophon_killing_Chimaera_mosaic_from_Rhodes.JPG  License:
Public Domain  Contributors: TobyJ
File:Pegaz Opera Poznań.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pegaz_Opera_Poznań.jpg  License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported  Contributors:
user:Radomil
File:Pegasus iran.jpg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pegasus_iran.jpg  License: GNU Free Documentation License  Contributors: JMCC1, Kilom691, Kotoito,
ZxxZxxZ, 1 anonymous edits
File:British Airborne Units.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:British_Airborne_Units.svg  License: Public Domain  Contributors: British_Airborne_Units.gif: Ignasi
derivative work: Amada44  talk to me



License 435

License
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


